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1. Can I submit a proposal for ESPD and e-Certis under the 2016 eProcurement call? 

As indicated in the 2016 Work Programme, the main focus of the 2016 eProcurement call is the 

integration of the ESPD. However, funding can also support e-Certis if necessary. Applicants solely 

focusing on e-Certis integration were strongly encouraged to apply under the 2015 eProcurement 

call, as limited budget is available in 2016 for eProcurement DSI. 

 

 

2. Are there any restrictions on who can apply for the eProcurement call? 

Proposed actions for this call must comply with eligibility criteria regarding consortium composition, 

which must consist of at least 4 entities from one or several Member States and/or EEA countries. 

In addition, see section 8.1 of the call text for more information on the eligibility of applicants.  

 

 

3. Could you please define a specified timeline for requirements for the Public Sector 

from the Directives of eProcurement. That is which changes will be implemented by 

which date? 

The legal background for the eProcurement actions can be found in the Public Procurement 

Directives 2014/24/EU, 2014/23/EU, 2014/25/EU (see call webpage). These Directives make the 

use of "e" parts in this domain mandatory: 

 

 e-Certis – must be updated by Member States 

 ESPD – must be used as preliminary evidence 

 eNotification and eAccess – must be implemented in 2016 

 eSubmission – must be implemented by 2018 

 

 

4. The 2016 WP notes that “For the "e-Certis" and "ESPD" services preference is given to 
aggregators/pre-qualifications systems for certificates for including these services in 
their existing solutions.” What is meant by "aggregators"? What is meant by "pre-
qualification systems"? Does this refer to pre-qualification systems as in Directive 
2014/25/EU or is the term used in more general meaning? 

There are two types of aggregators: those which act as a hub for economic operators to store 

information for public and private companies, as well as Central Purchasing Bodies (CPBs) which 

are able to procure on behalf of other entities. Pre-qualification systems have information about 

companies stored in their systems, such as information about taxes, turnover or sectors of activity. 

Some of the systems have direct links to national registers such as tax authorities. 

Indeed, the definition of "pre-qualification system" used here is aligned with what is referred to in 

Article 59 (5) of the Directive 2014/25/EU.  

 

5. What should be included in a national register? 
 



There are different types of national registers, some of the most common ones include/have 

information about company data, such as business registers, registers containing criminal records, 

or registers with information on taxes.  

 
 
6. In my Member State, there is currently no single national register or aggregator for 
certificates covering all of the selection criteria in the ESPD. The call text indicates that 
preference will be given to aggregators or providers of pre-qualification systems to 

include the ESPD. Thus, is there any point for us to submit an application at this stage? 
 
Under this call, preference is given to national registers or aggregators. However, as noted in Q4 

above, aggregators can also include Central Purchasing Bodies (CPBs). So, any applicant which 

would be considered a CPB could participate in the call.  

  
7. Is the use of eDelivery necessary for this call?  

 
No, eDelivery is not used for the current call's activities. Any costs incurred in relation to the 

implementation of eDelivery access point will not be funded under this call. 

 
8. Would the provision of an ESPD service for contracting authorities to use below 
threshold, (i.e. with flexible selection of criteria) be covered under this call? 
 

Yes, if the ESPD service is used for national procedures (for procedures below the EU thresholds – 
see http://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market/public-procurement/rules-
implementation/thresholds/index_en.htm), the service would be eligible under this call. 
 

 
9. Would the use of an ESPD data model to provide a VCD (Virtual Company Dossier) 
service in which the economic operator can provide actual evidence be covered under 
this call? 
 

Yes, if the system is able to use the "basic" ESPD (i.e. import/export of an ESPD without any actual 

evidence like in the VCD), it is covered under this call. Using the VCD (ESPD including evidences) 
would also be eligible under this call.  
 
 
10. What are the financial arrangements for this eProcurement call? 
 
There is no pre-financing or interim payment for eProcurement actions selected under this call.  

 
The final amount of the grant to be awarded to the beneficiary will be established after completion 
of the action, upon approval of the request for payment including, where applicable, the supporting 
documents as described in the model grant agreement. 
 
Please refer to article 12.3 of the call text for more information. 

 
 

11. Can a consortium of two or three companies still participate in this call, if they have a 
proven track record/successful experience in the eProcurement domain but just cannot 
find the fourth (and last) member to include in the consortium?  

 
No. As stated in section 8.2 of the call text, proposed actions must comply with eligibility criteria 
regarding consortium composition, which must consist of at least 4 entities from one or several 

Member States and/or EEA countries.  
 
 


