
1 

 

CEF TELECOM – 2016-2 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

Public Open Data – version 20 July 2016 
 

 
All questions in blue text have been added since the previous FAQ version 
 
 
1. Could you clarify with examples what kind of work will be funded under this call? 
 

The objectives of the call are listed in section 3 of the call text. In addition, it can be noted that this 
call is not aiming to fund research and innovation and/or pilots, but the implementation of 
sustainable, mature actions. Due to the wide nature of public open data itself, proposals are 

encouraged to address different aspects and suggest improvements to the reusability of data in 
various contexts.   
 
 

2. How many applications/projects are intended to be supported in this area? 
 
As noted in section 12.2.1 of the call text, proposals requesting a contribution of up to €500,000 
are expected. This is just a suggested guideline and the total number of projects which will be co-
funded depends on the actual amount of co-funding they are requesting.  
 
 

3. The eligibility criteria for this call require proposals to be submitted by consortia 
consisting of a minimum two public administrations from two different Member States. 
What is the definition of a public administration? Is it the public sector body in the 
application form part A2.1? Does it cover central bodies at the national level? 
 
Applicants that fall in the legal status categories of 'Member State' or 'Public sector body' (see 

application form part A2.1) are considered as public administrations for the purposes of this 

requirement. 

A Member State is a State member of the European Union. As an applicant, a ministry would be a 

part of the government entitled to represent the Member State authority at the international level.    

A public sector body is a regional or local authority, body governed by public law or association 

formed by one or several such authorities or one or several such bodies governed by public law, 

international organisations. A body governed by public law is any body that is: 

(a) established for the specific purpose of meeting needs in the general interest, not having 

an industrial or commercial character; and 

(b) having legal personality; and 

(c) financed, for the most part by the State, or regional or local authorities, or other bodies 

governed by public law; or subject to management supervision by those bodies; or having 

an administrative, managerial or supervisory board, more than half of whose members are 

appointed by the State, regional or local authorities or by other bodies governed by public 

law 

Please note that a national authority (such a national environmental agency) that has independent 

legal personality from a ministry would be considered as being a public sector body governed by 

public law.  

 
 
4. The Public Open Data call text notes that "Proposals requesting a contribution up to 

€500,000 million are expected." Does this mean that proposals should have €1 million in 

eligible costs?  
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Yes, the reference in the call text is to the size of the CEF contribution. As the maximum amount of 

CEF co-financing under the 2016-1 Public Open Data is 50%, a proposed Action with €1 million of 
total eligible costs would entail €500,000 in CEF requested contribution.  
 
Please note that this is only an indicative figure. The actual size of the proposal and the requested 
CEF Telecom funding must in any case be commensurate to the activities and objectives of the 
proposed Action.  
 

 
5. We are planning to lead two different projects on Public Open Data intended to share 
two completely different sets of data per project, for instance on energy and 
transportation. Each of our projects will include different participants, Member States, 
and structures. Should two distinct proposals be presented - one per project - or should 
both projects be presented under just one proposal? If we would submit under one 

proposal, would the expected requested CEF funding still be €500,000 or would a higher 
CEF contribution be expected? 
 
As such proposals would imply different data sets, participants, structures and Member States 

involved, they should be submitted as two separate proposals. As noted in Q4.1 of the General 
FAQ, "There is no limit to the number of proposals which can be submitted by the same 
organisation as long as this organisation is eligible to apply under the respective calls and has the 

financial and operational capacity to carry out all of the proposed Actions. Please note however that 
the same application cannot be submitted under different calls."  
 
 
6. Would a proposed Action for the development of an online data platform to support 
the drive towards ongoing compliance with duty of care in the waste sector be eligible 
for this call? 

 
Yes, as long as the proposed Action will make available its aggregated content and takes into 
account the requirements specified in the call text, including its eligibility criteria.  
 
 
7. In this call, can private companies participate in a consortium that includes two public 

administrations from two different Member States? 
 
Yes. As long as the minimum consortium requirements for the call as noted in section 8.2 of the 
call text are met, which in this case is a minimum of two public administrations from two different 
Member States, any number of private companies may also participate in the consortium. 
 
 

8. Can private companies lead a consortium that includes two or more public 
administrations from two different Member States as partners? 
 
Yes, the call does not prevent any organisation from being the coordinating applicant, provided 
that the minimum criteria required for the consortium composition as outlined in section 8.2 of the 
call text (i.e. two public administrations from two different Member States) are met. 
 

9. In section 3 of the call text ("Priorities"), it states that: 

"Proposed actions should aim to: 

• Support actions re-using information made discoverable/available through the 
European Data Portal, where appropriate in combination with other sources of 
information, such as the INSPIRE geo-portal, via operational and sustainable end-
user dedicated solutions (mobile devices applications, websites or (web)services. 

The deployment of new services by innovation ecosystems supported by open 
platforms (such as FIWARE) in domains reaching significant critical mass is 
encouraged. 
• Improve the usability of Open Data across borders through a convergence of 
licensing conditions for Open Data in Europe, inter alia by way of progressive 
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alignment of identical licensing conditions in existing national licences (reduction 

of ambiguity due to different ways of formulating identical conditions), thus 
facilitating their machine readability.  
• Propose a EU-wide assessment model demonstrating the impacts of open data, 
such as through the provision of a toolkit for the national administrations 
(standard procedures, software solutions which might include the processing of 
open data, harmonised questionnaires, key indicators, etc.) to facilitate ex-post 
evaluation of the economic and social impacts brought about by the re-use of 

public sector information in Europe." 
 
Does this mean that a proposal should cover all three of the above points?  
 
At least one (or more) of these three general objectives mentioned above should be specifically 
addressed in the proposal. In any case, applicants must respect all of the specific requirements as 

noted in section 3 of the call text listed after the sentence "Taking the above points into 
consideration, proposals should address all the issues listed below:…." in their proposal.  
 
 

10. Section 3 of the call text states that "The deployment of new services by innovation 
ecosystems supported by open platforms (such as FIWARE) in domains reaching 
significant critical mass is encouraged." Could this include the creation of specific geo-

gaming platforms, in order to increase citizen awareness of the open data sources 
already available?  
 
An action addressing a specific platform such as this one may be in the scope of the call, provided 
that it satisfactorily respects all of the specific requirements as noted in section 3 of the call text 
listed after the sentence "Taking the above points into consideration, proposals should address all 
the issues listed below:…." in the proposal. Please also see the answer to Q6 above. 

 
 
 


