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CEF TELECOM – 2016-2 CALLS FOR PROPOSALS 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

eDelivery – version 13 September 2016 
 

 
All questions in blue text have been added since the previous FAQ version 
 
 
For more technical information on eDelivery, please see the CEF Collaborative Platform: 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/eDelivery 
 
 
1. What are the definitions of an "Access Point" and "setting up an Access Point"?  

 

As referred to in section of the eDelivery call text, an Access Point is an implementation of the e-

SENS AS4 Profile1 (developed by e-SENS) or the PEPPOL AS2 Profile2 (developed by OpenPEPPOL), 

or both. The specifications of CEF eDelivery are profiles, meaning that several options of the 

original technical specifications were narrowed down in order to increase consistency and 

interoperability, as well as simplify deployment. 

 

The setting up of an Access Point involves: 

 

 The installation of the software (Open Source or commercial) in a production environment 

(server, network, storage, etc.). 

 The successful passing of conformance tests from either a well-recognised 

conformance/interoperability testing organisation or from the conformance testing service 

offered by the eDelivery Core Service Platform. 

 When applicable, the confirmed connectivity to a Service Metadata Publisher (SMP) and 

Service Metadata Locator (SML). 

 

2.  What is the definition of a "Service Metadata Publisher"? 
 
The Service Metadata Publisher (SMP) is an implementation of the SMP Specification originally 

developed by PEPPOL or the SMP profile developed by e-SENS on top of the OASIS SMP 
Specification. The specifications of CEF eDelivery are profiles, meaning that several options of the 
original technical specifications were narrowed down in order to increase consistency and 
interoperability, as well as simplify deployment. 
 
The setting up of a SMP involves: 

 

 The installation of the software (Open Source or commercial) in a production environment 

(server, network, storage, etc.). 

 The successful passing of conformance tests from either a well-recognised 

conformance/interoperability testing organisation or from the conformance testing service 

offered by the eDelivery Core Service Platform. 

 When applicable, the confirmed connectivity to a Service Metadata Publisher (SMP) and 

Service Metadata Locator (SML). 

 

                                                           
1 http://wiki.ds.unipi.gr/display/ESENS/PR+-+AS4 
2 http://www.peppol.eu/ressource-library/technical-specifications/infrastructure-resources 

https://ec.europa.eu/cefdigital/wiki/display/CEFDIGITAL/eDelivery
http://wiki.ds.unipi.gr/display/ESENS/PR+-+AS4
http://www.peppol.eu/ressource-library/technical-specifications/infrastructure-resources
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3. What is the definition of the "Service Metadata Locator"? 
 

In order to send a message, a sender needs to discover where the information about a receiver is 

stored. The SML (Service Metadata Locator) serves this purpose, and guides the sender towards 

this location, which is called SMP (Service Metadata Publisher). The SML is used to 

add/update/delete information about the participants' SMP location on a Domain Name System 

(DNS). The SML is centrally run by the eDelivery Core Service Platform. 

 

 

4. Who will provide the eDelivery certificates for an access point or an SMP? Will this be 
provided by Open PEPPOL? 
 
If the SMP is deployed to be used in the PEPPOL network, then the certificate will be provided by 

Open PEPPOL according to its governance model. Other networks/projects have different 

arrangements and governance models. Each network/project has its own certificate provision 

policy. 

 
5. Will the funding be provided for the connector that is part of access point localization?  
 
No. The connector is out of scope of the 2016-2 eDelivery call. In other words, no funding is 
foreseen in this call to set domain-specific connectors.  
 

 
6. Is it mandatory to use the REM (registered electronic mail) evidences in the 
connector? 
 
The use of REM evidences depends on the needs of the project/ message exchange network. There 
is no single policy on the use of REM evidences. As noted above in Q5, the connector is in any case 
out of scope of the 2016-2 eDelivery call. 

 

 
7. Are e-CODEX partners eligible for this call?  
 
Yes, provided they meet the applicable eligibility and selection criteria as specified in the respective 
call for proposals. Please note that some eDelivery aspects can also be funded under the European 

e-Justice Portal call. See the European e-Justice Portal call text (available on its webpage) for more 
information.   
 
 
8. What is the minimum number of public bodies required in an eDelivery consortium?  
 
As indicated in section 8.2 of the call text, the consortium composition must "consist of at least 4 

entities from one or more Member State(s)." There is no requirement concerning the minimum 
number of public bodies in the consortium.  
 
 
9. We are a commercial secure electronic mail service provider using a solution which 

runs on specific standards and does not support AS4 or SMP integration. Would the 
development of a background integration module for this system (to facilitate the 

transition to the new standard and to enable users of the current system to access the 
AS4 network) be covered under this call? 
 
The deployment of an eDelivery Access Point (implementing the e-SENS AS4 profile) can be done 
by buying, reusing or building. In this case, the deployment would be achieved by building and is 
therefore within the scope of this call. 

 


