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Over the past three decades,  
the far-right extremist (FRE) 
scene has undergone many 
shifts and changes: it has 
moved from offline to online; 
embraced the gaming culture; 
and there has been an increase 
in cross border activities and 
transnational networks,  
to name just a few examples.
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1. Introduction
Over the past three decades, the far-right extremist (FRE) scene has undergone many 

shifts and changes: it has moved from offline to online; embraced the gaming culture; 

and there has been an increase in cross border activities and transnational networks, 

to name just a few examples. This factbook presents the scope of the FRE scene, from 

“classical” militant neo-Nazi groups to local protest groups that oppose perceived 

“Islamisation”, and to online like-minded people who consider themselves members of 

the alt-right fringe movement. The focus is on violent extremist groups or groups that 

promote or condone violence.

Just like Islamist extremism (IE), FRE radicalisation towards violence takes place at the 

intersection of an enabling environment and personal trajectory, where the actual 

process is triggered by personal experiences, kinship, friendship, group dynamics and 

socialisation (1). On the other hand, IE is partly rooted in ongoing armed conflicts and 

orchestrated by organisations and networks abroad, which indicates that FRE seems to 

partly grow out of other conditions.

This factbook gives an overview of fundamental elements; it does not provide an all-

including in-depth study of all the FRE movements across the EU. It would be impossible 

to provide such an overview due to the different shapes and varying impact of violent 

FRE movements per country (2, 3). However, transnational shared elements are present, 

and many of the shifts and changes observed, are not limited to one specific FRE 

movement. For this reason, it is important to give an overview of the fundamental 

elements making up the current FRE scene.

(1) Expert Group on Violent 
Radicalisation. (2008). Radicalisation 
processes leading to acts of 
terrorism. European Commission. 

(2) Together with nine researchers, 
Bert Klandermans and Nonna 
Mayer studied motives of far-
right extremists in five European 
countries: Belgium, Denmark, 
Germany, France and the 
Netherlands. Although they 
discovered multiple similarities, 
they also underlined many 
contextual differences that make it 
hard to compare different countries. 
Klandermans, B., & Mayer, N. (2006). 
Right wing extremism as a social 
movement. In Klandermans, B., 
& Mayer, N. (Eds.), Extreme right 
activists in Europe. Through the 
magnifying glass (pp. 26–41). 
London & New York: Routledge.

RAN CoE, Police prevention and 
countering of far-right and far-left 
extremism, Ex Post Paper. Rome, 
Italy: RAN POL, 12–13 April 2018.

(3) Jakob Ravndal tried to explain 
why the FRE movement in one 
west European country is more 
successful than in other west 
European countries. He developed 
two “causal recipes”, each 
containing three causal conditions. 
Because of differences in national 
histories with fascism and national 
dynamics, Ravndal makes a 
distinction between north European 
countries and south European 
countries. Ravndal, J. (2017). Right-
wing terrorism and violence in 
western Europe: A comparative 
analysis (Doctoral dissertation). 
Oslo, Sweden: University of Oslo, 
pp. 113–138.

https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/20080500_cscp_report_vries.pdf
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/20080500_cscp_report_vries.pdf
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/20080500_cscp_report_vries.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-papers/docs/ran_pol_police_prevention_and_countering_of_far-right_and_far-left_extremism_rome_12-13_april_2018_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-papers/docs/ran_pol_police_prevention_and_countering_of_far-right_and_far-left_extremism_rome_12-13_april_2018_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-papers/docs/ran_pol_police_prevention_and_countering_of_far-right_and_far-left_extremism_rome_12-13_april_2018_en.pdf
https://www.duo.uio.no/bitstream/handle/10852/60365/PhD-Ravndal-2017.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://www.duo.uio.no/bitstream/handle/10852/60365/PhD-Ravndal-2017.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://www.duo.uio.no/bitstream/handle/10852/60365/PhD-Ravndal-2017.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
https://www.duo.uio.no/bitstream/handle/10852/60365/PhD-Ravndal-2017.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y
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2. Definition
When deciding who is part of the FRE landscape or fits in the target group, it is useful 

to have a clear vision on what FRE encompasses. Although definitions may vary per 

country and historical period, there are common elements that are widely agreed upon. 

“Far-right extremism” is an umbrella concept for the radical right and the extreme right. 

Most definitions of “extreme right” consist of five characteristics: 

1. nationalism

2. racism

3. xenophobia

4. call for a strong state 

5. anti-democratic attitude

Not all five characteristics are always present. Often, when deciding if something 

or someone is extreme right, a selection of these characteristics is combined with a 

decisive element such as the rejection of the democratic constitutional state or the 

rejection of the principle of equality (4).

There are also legal FRE organisations that do not embrace such an extremist element, 

which are still very worrying from a practitioner’s perspective because they pave the 

way for more extremist groups. Those organisations are often referred to as “radical 

right”. There is a polemic debate whether radical right is a more moderate version of 

extreme right (especially when it comes to accepting or rejecting violence) or whether 

there are also ideological differences (5). However, the minimal definition of the radical 

right encompasses three characteristics (6):

1. authoritarianism (strict regulation of society and severe punishments  

for breaking laws),

2. nativism (longing for a homogeneous nation state without non-native 

elements),

3. populism (especially when it comes to defining “the elite” as a  

homogeneous corrupt entity).

More recently, Tore Bjørgo and Lars Erik Berntzen have developed a model explaining 

the different types of FRE ideologies (7). This model is based on their own research and 

three other studies (8) (Figure 1). The model illustrates that FRE encompasses different 

ideologies that coexist with more traditional FRE ideologies (e.g. national socialism and 

fascism). It also clearly illustrates the differences between radical and extreme right, 

while simultaneously indicating that an ideology, namely ethnic nationalism, can fall 

under both.

(4) Mudde, C. (1996). The war of 
words defining the extreme right 
party family. West European Politics, 
19(2), 225–248. Mudde, C. (2000). 
The ideology of the extreme right. 
Manchester: Manchester University 
Press. Carter, E. (2005). The extreme 
right in western Europe: Success 
or failure? Manchester: Manchester 
University Press. Carter, E. (2018). 
Right-wing extremism/radicalism: 
Reconstructing the concept. 
Journal of Political Ideologies, 23(2), 
157–182.

(5) Mudde, C. (2000). The ideology 
of the extreme right. Manchester: 
Manchester University Press, pp. 
12–13.

(6) For a more in-depth description 
of these elements: Mudde, C. 
(2012). The relationship between 
immigration and nativism in Europe 
and North America. Washington 
D.C.: Migration Policy Institute.

(7) RAN CoE, Local-level 
management of far-right extremism, 
Ex Post Paper. Rotterdam, the 
Netherlands: RAN LOCAL, 23–24 
January 2019.

(8) Mudde, C. (2002). The ideology 
of the extreme right. Manchester: 
Manchester University Press. 
Berntzen, L. E. (2018). The anti-
Islamic movement : Far right and 
liberal? (Doctoral dissertation). 
Florence, Italy: European University 
Institute.

Racial
nationalism
The white race is superior; 

racial mixing threatens
 its survival.

Revolutionary change is 
needed to overthrow 
Jewish dominance.

Inferior races and 
racial enemies must 

be subjugated, 
deported or

 exterminated.

Cultural
nationalism

Radical right

Ethnic
nationalism

Democracy should be maintained.
The ruling elites must be replaced.

Extreme right
Democracy must be replaced.
Violence against enemies of

the people is legitimate.

Muslim culture is backward 
and repressive. 

Western culture must be 
protected against Muslim 

immigration and Islamization.

Muslims must assimilate
to Western culture or 

return to their 
homelands. 

People of di�erent ethnic origin 
should not be mixed. Cultural 

diversity should be maintained.

White Europeans and Americans 
have a right to defend their 

nations from foreign peoples 
and cultures.

All foreigners should return 
to their homelands.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402389608425132
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402389608425132
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402389608425132
https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/bitstream/handle/document/27085/ssoar-2002-muddethe_ideology_of_the_extreme.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13569317.2018.1451227
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13569317.2018.1451227
file:/Users/ebaka/Desktop/Immigration-Nativism.pdf
file:/Users/ebaka/Desktop/Immigration-Nativism.pdf
file:/Users/ebaka/Desktop/Immigration-Nativism.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/about-ran/ran-local/docs/ran_local_rotterdam_far_right_extermism_20190124_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/about-ran/ran-local/docs/ran_local_rotterdam_far_right_extermism_20190124_en.pdf
https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/bitstream/handle/document/27085/ssoar-2002-muddethe_ideology_of_the_extreme.pdf?sequence=1
https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/bitstream/handle/document/27085/ssoar-2002-muddethe_ideology_of_the_extreme.pdf?sequence=1
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/51864
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/51864
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Figure 1. Originally developed by Berntzen (2018), revised in collaboration with Bjørgo and Ravndal, and conceptually based on Mudde  
         (2002) and Teitelbaum (2017) 

The Far Right
People and state is one; foreigners threaten this community

https://icct.nl/publication/extreme-right-violence-and-terrorism-concepts-patterns-and-responses/
https://icct.nl/publication/extreme-right-violence-and-terrorism-concepts-patterns-and-responses/
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3. Ideology
As illustrated in Figure 1, FRE consists of different ideologies, some do coexist with 

more traditional FRE ideologies while others do not.

Practitioners should be careful about making sweeping generalisations about 

ideologies of people they work with, because there are elements not everyone agrees 

upon, such as: 

 Who belongs to the in-group

Although FRE individuals are all longing for a homogeneous state, there is no 

agreement on whether this means cultural, religious or ethnic homogeneity. For 

example, according to cultural nationalists, someone with a migrant background might 

still become a member of “the people” after assimilating. But for ethnic and racial 

nationalists, this is out of the question.

 Anti-Islam vs. anti-Semitism 

Racial nationalists and also some ethnic nationalists believe there is a conspiracy to 

weaken the “white race”, often believed to be powered by Zionists or Jews. Cultural 

nationalists do not always feel at ease with racial and ethnic nationalists. Of course, 

cultural nationalists also strongly oppose (the number of) immigrants and Muslims in 

their countries. But for them, this is the result of the reign of a perceived elite and not 

so much a Zionist conspiracy. 

 The use of violence

Just like in other extremist movements, there is a discussion on how far activism 

should go. Not everyone agrees upon the use of violence, although this varies when 

the use of violence is framed as a form of self-defence. 

 Strong state, but how strong? 

One common feature within FRE groups is their concept of an authoritarian state 

as a unified whole with a supposedly natural order. Some FRE individuals claim that 

democracy should be replaced, whereas others believe this “natural order” can be 

reached by measures like harsh sentences for criminal violations (“law and order”).
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(9) Ebner, J. (2018). The rage: The 
vicious circle of Islamist and far-right 
extremism. London: I.B. Tauris.

4. Narratives
When it comes to propaganda, FRE groups are using repetitive narratives to 

persuade target audiences and to recruit and radicalise FRE members. By using 

frames, FRE tries to influence the perception of the audience on events and political 

and societal trends, sometimes combined with a direct call for action. Narratives 

are more alluring than facts, because they are rooted in human emotion and 

experiences. 

Key elements are (perceived or justified) grievances, a perception of crisis and a 

struggle for salvation. Therefore, it is important for practitioners not just to question 

the validity of facts, but also be aware of how the narrative is constructed and into 

which underlying emotion or grievance the narrative is tapping. 

 Key narratives are: 

“We are under threat”

FRE groups use this narrative to increase moral panic by claiming natives are under 

threat. From a FRE demographic perspective, natives are becoming a minority in their 

own countries due to declining birthrates, higher birthrates among migrant groups 

and newcomers (framed as perceived “floods” of immigrants coming to Europe). 

FRE groups claim that once Muslims form a majority in European countries they 

will impose sharia on others and oppress natives. This is captured in terms such as 

“demographic jihad”, “white genocide” and “Islamisation”. From a security and military 

perspective, FRE groups claim Muslims are at war with the West, just like Islamist 

extremists claim the West is at war with Islam (9). And, from a cultural perspective, FRE 

groups frame leftist topics such as “multiculturalism” and “diversity” as a perceived 

conspiracy to erase Western culture, carried out by “useful idiots” who are part of it 

(see below). 

“There is a conspiracy to weaken us”

Whether it’s capitalists, globalists, leftists, elitists, cultural Marxists, Jews or Zionists, 

a significant part of the FRE landscape believes there is a conspiracy that aims 

to “weaken” the white race. This hidden agenda is carried out by politicians and 

governments who “open the gates” to immigration and Islamisation. For some 

FRE members, capitalists are behind this because they could financially benefit 

from civil wars or a Third World War. For others, Jews or Zionists are behind this 

because they do not want the white race becoming too strong. FRE individuals also 

sometimes see a conspiracy theory when it comes to, for example, Jews working in 

the entertainment industry or popular culture, and blame them for individualisation, 

consumerism, and a superficial way of life in which individuals tend to care less about 

(the survival of) their community and/or race. 
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“Multiculturalism will never work”

This narrative is often expressed in the form of anti-immigrant sentiments and racial 

anxieties. FRE groups emphasise cultural and ethnic differences between the white 

race and “others”, framing themselves as defenders of liberal values and framing Islam 

and Muslims as intolerant outsiders. When doing so, FRE groups use this narrative 

to underline their claim that it is impossible for different cultures and ethnicities to 

peacefully coexist within one society. According to FRE, these differences are either 

determined (biologically, ethnically or religiously) or just impossible to overcome.

“We are not living according to our nature”

First of all, FRE members claim multiculturalism isn’t natural and underline that 

humans are tribal by nature, in order to support their claim that it is not immoral to 

divide people into “us” and “them”. Secondly, this narrative is also employed to attack 

feminism and LGBTI+ persons. According to FRE members, biological differences 

between men and women must be accepted as a given, and traditional role patterns 

need to be maintained, restored and promoted. This narrative promotes a sense 

of male entitlement, in which men function as heads of large families. FRE groups 

promote a conservative society, consisting solely of white families, and underline how 

the white race can only survive if women take motherhood seriously and deliver lots 

of children. These groups sometimes blame feminism and the LGBTI+ community for 

declining birth rates.

“The Great Replacement”  

This narrative was being used by Anders Breivik and the Christchurch shooter. Within 

this narrative, the white race will become extinct because of declining birth rates 

and mixed marriages. Believers of this narrative are convinced “white genocide” 

will be committed as soon as ethnic minorities will become majorities. In order to 

prevent this, it is important to stimulate high birth rates among white people, oppose 

multiculturalism and keep the boarders closed to migrants and foreign cultures. 

Extreme believers of this narrative will claim that a pre-emptive race war is needed in 

order to survive. Within this narrative, Zionists and “leftists” are often being blamed for 

migration politics.

“Migrants are favoured over natives”

Within this narrative, victimhood is exploited. It is used by FRE to claim governments 

are favouring ethnic and religious minorities (also: migrants) over natives and 

therefore fail to take care of their “own people”. According to this narrative, immigrants 

are getting “everything” (e.g. social housing, healthcare) from governments without 

having to do anything in return, whereas natives are struggling through everyday life 

without receiving any governmental support. When making these claims, FRE groups 

present themselves as an alternative for the status quo.

“Loss of self-government”

Another important narrative that FRE uses is the perceived loss of self-governance. 

According to FRE groups, institutions (EU, NATO, UN) and governments have become 

too powerful. FRE claims these governments and institutions are only interested in 

maintaining their own position and power and take draconian decisions that have 

negative consequences for civilians. This leads to a distrust in governments and 

institutions, after which FRE claims to be a reasonable alternative because they would 

always favour sovereignty over international conventions and treaties.
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5. Symbols and  
  vocabulary 

FRE groups use different symbols and vocabulary. They can be found in online 

messages, graffiti, tattoos, flyers, literature, banners, flags, clothing and jewellery.

 Symbols

Symbols are used to express ideologies and messages. Sometimes, they are also 

used to intimidate individuals and communities. All of them must be evaluated in 

the context in which they appear, because very few of them represent just one idea 

or are exclusively used by one group (Figure 2).

 Vocabulary

Analysing and understanding (online) FRE messages is challenging because they 

can be comical and hate speech at the same time (10). When it comes to the use 

of coded language and vocabulary it remains hard for an outsider to distinguish 

serious statements from jokes and messages aimed at provocation, especially since 

memes and vocabulary change so fast.

Due to the use of different languages, it is not possible to provide an overview of 

key vocabulary of FRE groups in all EU Member States. The vocabulary used by the 

FRE movements varies per country. 

However, the online alt-right movement uses quite some consistent vocabulary 

that is sometimes translated into other languages. 

(10) Hern, A. (2019). Far right groups’ 
coded language makes threats hard 
to spot. The Guardian, 17 March.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/17/far-right-groups-coded-language-makes-threats-hard-to-spot
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/17/far-right-groups-coded-language-makes-threats-hard-to-spot
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/17/far-right-groups-coded-language-makes-threats-hard-to-spot
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Anti-white
FRE groups and individuals accuse anti-racists and anti-fascists of being “anti-white” 
or of hating people simply because they are white. This accusation is also being used 
to accuse leftists and progressive politicians and commentators.  

Cuckservative

A combination of “cuck” and “conservative”. Cuck is a term used to describe a man 
who watches other men have sexual interaction with his wife or partner. This term is 
used to qualify mainstream conservatives as people who lost their masculinity and 
sell out and betray their own race.

Cultural 
enrichment

A term used ironically to refer to crimes like rape or robbery when the suspect is from 
a different religious or ethnic background. FRE members qualify these crimes as a 
direct consequence of immigration.

Cultural
Marxism

“Cultural Marxism” is part of an anti-Semitic conspiracy theory that claims Jewish 
Marxists from the Frankfurt School undermine society by imposing leftist political 
ideology. As a label, it is used for many things the FRE opposes: feminism, gender 
equality, support for civil rights of minorities, results of academic research, etc.

It’s okay 
to be white

This phrase has been used for decades. But it was launched by the online alt-right 
movement in 2017 to demonstrate how a harmless message could cause a media 
backlash. It was embraced by the larger FRE movement because it represents white 
victimhood. 

(Race) 
traitor

An accusation for people who are, according to FRE, disloyal to their own race and 
nation.

Rapefugees
A combination of “rape” and “refugees”, to describe refugees and migrants, especially 
from Africa or Muslim-majority countries. FRE claims these newcomers are more 
likely to commit sexual assault against white women after migrating.

Red pill

A term used by the alt-right movement to describe that someone is fully politically 
and racially aware of what is happening around them. The “red pill” refers to the 1999 
film ‘The Matrix’, to a scene where the main character can choose between a life in 
ignorant bliss (blue pill) or see the world as it is (red pill).

White 
genocide

A conspiracy theory that claims white people are being replaced, due to policies that 
enable mass immigration, racial integration, interracial couples (and their babies), and 
abortion.

White 
sharia

Starting as a meme on Islamic law in 2016, the concept of “white sharia” seizes on 
the Orthodox Islamist ideal of obedient women and strives for an extreme tribal 
patriarchy within an ethnic state.

Vocabulary
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LAMBDA
The lambda sign was painted on the shield of the Spartan army, when defending 
their native soil. Today, it is used as a symbol by the Identitarian movement.

CELTIC CROSS
The Celtic cross has long been a symbol for the White Power movement. Be aware 
though, that it is also widely used in many mainstream and cultural contexts in which 
it is not a symbol of hate.

SUN WHEEL
The Black Sun or Sun Wheel consists of 12 runes but was used extensively by Hitler’s 
SS. Various neo-Nazi groups in Europe use this symbol.

PEPE THE FROG
Pepe the Frog’ was created in 2005 and used in many online memes. In 2016, the 
online alt-right movement embraced the meme and turned the frog into a common 
avatar for white nationalism. 

ECHOES
These parenthetical “echoes” were written by alt-right members around names of 
individuals with a Jewish background (especially journalists and public figures) and 
organisations that are thought to be owned by Jewish people. Mentioning them like 
this (especially on Twitter) made it easier to search them. In order to make this tactic 
ineffective, several popular accounts on Twitter started using this symbol out of solidarity. 

14/88
FRE also likes to use numeric symbols. “14/88” is a combination of two popular 
referrals. “14” is shorthand for the “14 Words” slogan: “We must secure the existence 
of our people and a future for white children”. “88” stands for “Heil Hitler” (H being 
the 8th letter of the alphabet). Other common numeric symbols: “18” (Adolf Hitler), 
“4/20” or “420” (Hitler’s birthday), and “23” (W being the 23rd letter of the alphabet, 
which is used as an abbreviation for “white”).

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠
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PIT BULL DOG
The FRE movement sometimes uses a pit bull in combination with a flag as a symbol. 
This can either be a national flag or a Nazi-coloured flag (red, white and black).

TRISKELE
The triskele is essentially a variation on the swastika. After the Second World War, 
the “Three Sevens” version of the triskele was popularised by FRE in Europe (Blood & 
Honour).

NOT EQUAL OR NOT EQUAL TO
This mathematical sign (Not Equal or Not Equal To) is used to state how different 
races are not equal, according to FRE individuals. 

POLITICAL OPPONENT LOGO
Some FRE groups copy logos and symbols from political opponents. This symbol is a 
variation on Antifa’s ‘Good Night White Pride’. Another variation is ‘Anti-Antifa Action’, 
instead of ‘Anti-fascist Action’). 

LIFE RUNE / ODAL RUNE
During the Second World War, the “life rune” was used in obituaries and on tombstones 
to mark the date and place of birth. After 1945, nationalist groups adopted the symbol. 
It was also used by the Nazis to represent Aryan heritage and cultural pride. Please 
keep in mind that ancient runic symbols are also being used by non-FRE groups and 
individuals; context is key.

OK GESTURE
This gesture is commonly used by divers to express “I am okay” or ask “Are you okay?”. 
In 2017, FRE members on message boards claimed that this sign and emoji was a symbol 
of white supremacy because it represents the letters W and P, which together stand for 
“White Power”. Still, it is not clear whether this was a genuine claim or that it was just 
a prepared prank to ridicule media. However, the Christchurch shooter flashed this 
symbol in court after killing 51 persons.

Figure 2. Common symbols used by FRE groups

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠

(((  )))(((  )))

14/8814/88

≠≠
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6. Representations and 
  manifestations

FRE has various representations such as neo-Nazi groups, anti-immigrant or anti-

Islam protest groups, other issue-based protest groups, ultra-nationalist groups, study 

groups, student unions, conservative-Christian advocate groups, ideologically inspired 

youth gangs, (online) media outlets, political parties, friend groups, paramilitary 

groups, sports teams (mixed martial arts) and lone wolves.

Often, there is a combination of memberships of different FRE groups. A person might 

visit a protest, become a follower of an online media outlet, support a specific political 

party and also befriend like-minded people. Being a part of FRE fulfils several needs of 

its (aspiring) members, such as: 

 Becoming a member of a subculture

Especially when it comes to neo-Nazi groups or the skinhead subculture, being a 

group member means a strive for uniformity and a search for group protection. Social 

activities such as visiting concerts and drinking beer together consolidate group ties. 

Taking part in violent confrontations and actions is also a part of collective identity-

building, because shared experiences of violence strengthen the sense of comradeship (11).  

However, these groups do not solely exist of stereotype bald, heavily tattooed, 

uneducated extremists. They do have a broad recruitment potential and different kinds 

of people get involved (12).

 Taking part in demonstrations and protests

The main goal of demonstrations and protests is to make a statement about 

experienced grievances and to show dissatisfaction toward (local) governments 

about their policies and decisions. But, for a significant part of the participants, there 

is a secondary motive. Some are enjoying the thrill of violent clashes with political 

opponents and authorities. For others, protests are a vehicle to channel anger. Also, 

protesters might regard their presence as taking part in a social happening and tend to 

bring friends and families. When it comes to leadership and holding speeches, leaders 

often enjoy their position because of the glory (13). Most protest groups attract a wide 

range of people, with different secondary motives to participate, which is why practitioners 

should be careful when making generalisations about the crowd and its incentives. 

 Vigilantes and social work

In the last decade, the FRE movement has more and more presented itself as an 

alternative for the status quo. FRE groups claim to carry out tasks of governments, 

especially when it comes to supporting their own people. Not only are there vigilantes 

(11) Castello Gattinara, P., & Froio, C. 
(2014). Discourses and practices 
of violence in the Italian extreme 
right: Frames, symbols and identity-
building in CasaPound Italia. 
International Journal of Conflict 
and Violence, 8(1), 154–170. 

(12) Simi, P., & Futrell, R. (2015). 
American swastika: Inside the White 
Power movement hidden spaces 
of hate (2nd ed.). Lanham, MD: 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.

(13) Klandermans, B., & Mayer, N. 
(2006). Right wing extremism as a 
social movement. In Klandermans, 
B., & Mayer, N. (Eds.), Extreme 
right activists in Europe. Through 
the magnifying glass (pp. 26–41). 
London & New York: Routledge.

https://spire.sciencespo.fr/hdl:/2441/6aj2qf82mq9q191mahpr2fft06/resources/2014-discourse-and-practice-of-violence-in-the-italian-extreme-right.pdf
https://spire.sciencespo.fr/hdl:/2441/6aj2qf82mq9q191mahpr2fft06/resources/2014-discourse-and-practice-of-violence-in-the-italian-extreme-right.pdf
https://spire.sciencespo.fr/hdl:/2441/6aj2qf82mq9q191mahpr2fft06/resources/2014-discourse-and-practice-of-violence-in-the-italian-extreme-right.pdf
https://spire.sciencespo.fr/hdl:/2441/6aj2qf82mq9q191mahpr2fft06/resources/2014-discourse-and-practice-of-violence-in-the-italian-extreme-right.pdf


A PRACTICAL INTRODUCTION TO FAR-RIGHT EXTREMISM 17

who act as law enforcement within their own communities or paramilitary groups 

who claim they are there to protect their own people, there is also a branch of social 

initiatives aimed at taking care of people (e.g. collecting and distributing clothes, 

visiting elderly people, crowdfunding for families who live in poverty).

Although taking care of others is a noble aim, these initiatives are often carried out 

from narratives implying that local and national governments are favouring migrants 

over natives. Also, these initiatives could function as stepping stones toward more 

hard-line and violent groups. 

 Political participation and representation 

Within Europe, several FRE political parties are actively participating in elections and 

sometimes even represented in local governments or national parliaments. Their aim 

is to influence the political agenda. Even when they are not in parliament, they can 

still be influential. For example, in every political campaign immigration, integration 

and “Islam” are a topic, even more than economic issues. Also, FRE political parties can 

be prone to infiltration by more extremist hardliners who use the political party as a 

vehicle to gain influence.

 Intellectual quest 

FRE individuals who consider themselves members of the (online) alt-right fringe 

movement are part of a loose network that does not strive for uniformity. For them, 

exploring FRE ideas and ideologies is a quest that in itself is an indispensable part of 

activism. This means taking part in (online) discussions, studying literature, following 

(online) alternative media outlets, and listening to lectures (online and offline). 

Participants are often students or well-educated individuals. 

Not all of those involved in FRE tend to have a strong focus on ideology, but it is 

important to keep in mind that there always is some ideology involved.

 Sports and combat

It is not uncommon for members of FRE movements to exercise together, especially 

when it comes to fitness or (mixed) martial arts. Not only is this a way of learning self-

defence for possible violent clashes with political opponents, it is also used to prepare 

for active combat. Working out together helps in shaping group identity and also serves 

as a form of (militaristic) teambuilding.  There is a tendency within FRE movements 

for individuals to strive for becoming the best version of themselves, which results in 

challenging themselves on both an intellectual and physical level. This contributes to 

the feeling of being a superior race, as well as being superior within their own race. 

 Religious groups 

By focussing on birth rates and drawing on a conservative society consisting of a 

patriarchal family structure, the FRE ideological position has gained traction among 

conservative Christians who define their national culture as a Christian culture. 

According to them, the national (Christian) culture must be defended against non-

native elements. There are also other FRE members who are attracted to Odinism, 

mainly due to its narratives of European greatness, hypermasculinity and focus on 

the necessity to fight heroic battles to survive. Nevertheless, it should be noted that 

the vast majority of Christians and Odinists reject hate and do not support an ethnic 

nationalist worldview. 
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7. Recruitment: 
   locations and motives

Finding new recruits is an essential activity for FRE groups and individuals. Although 

narratives are very effective when persuading and mobilising people (see section 5), 

there has to be a connection with a potential recruit first. After gaining trust and 

exploring the other ones reaction to more socially accepted topics, roots of ideologies 

start being planted.

Locations

When it comes to recruitment, members of the FRE landscape try to get in touch with 

different kinds of people: from unsuspecting individuals to angry citizens. These are 

the most common locations to recruit from:

Online

Websites, forums, social media and message boards are breeding grounds where 

recruiters can get in touch and chat. Although there are websites with clear hate 

speech, racist content and fake news, there are also pages and messages that seem 

to be more moderate and not factually untrue. But, with the number of messages and 

the biased and one-sided pick in topics (such as migrant backgrounds of perpetrators), 

these platforms still aim to radicalise individuals and polarise society.

Sometimes platforms are first built around issues that attract popular support (such 

as animal cruelty or child abuse), after which more openly xenophobic messages are 

spread (14). Online multiple-player games and their chatrooms have also become a 

place for recruitment. 

Protest groups and memorials

Because it can be difficult in some countries for FRE groups to mobilise large numbers 

of people, sometimes protests, protest groups and memorials are used to spread 

messages (15). The aim is twofold: on the one hand, FRE can pretend to be a lot larger 

than the actual numbers; on the other hand, protests are also useful to meet angry 

citizens who are seeking a solution for their (perceived) grievances. 

Political parties 

FRE individuals sometimes infiltrate political parties in order to recruit new members 

and at the same time navigate the political party toward a more radical or extremist 

direction. Recruiting members and politicians of political parties can be rewarding, 

because they are already politically active, which makes them possibly more open 

to new political statements (even if these statements are more radical than the party 

programme). 

(14) Smith, M., & Colliver, C. (2016). 
The impact of Brexit on far-right 
groups in the UK: Research briefing. 
London: Institute for Strategic 
Dialogue.

(15) E.g. Black, P., Berlinger, J., & 
McLaughlin, E. C. (2016). Nazi 
salutes and anti-immigrant chants 
disrupt Brussels memorial. CNN, 28 
March. Halliday, J. (2019). Far-right 
‘ infiltrating children’s charities with 
anti-Islam agenda. The Guardian, 
March 5.

https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Impact-of-Brexit.pdf
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Impact-of-Brexit.pdf
https://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/27/europe/brussels-investigation-main/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/27/europe/brussels-investigation-main/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2016/03/27/europe/brussels-investigation-main/index.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/05/far-right-infiltrating-childrens-charities-with-anti-islam-agenda
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/05/far-right-infiltrating-childrens-charities-with-anti-islam-agenda
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/05/far-right-infiltrating-childrens-charities-with-anti-islam-agenda
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Peers

Friendship and kinship are positive positions for individuals from which they can be 

drawn into an FRE group. Individuals are much more open to joining an FRE group if 

the introduction is being done by someone they already know and trust. Also, existing 

social networks can transform into FRE groups, which makes it profitable to aim for the 

recruitment of an entire group of friends (16).

Universities

FRE recruitment on university campuses is a relatively new phenomenon in some 

countries. Although there has not been a rally as such on United States campuses, posters 

were found on European campuses (17). Several FRE groups in different EU Member States 

are openly present within universities and consist mainly of student members (18).

Sports

Across Europe, FRE groups try to recruit in gyms and classes such as boxing, kickboxing 

and mixed martial arts (MMA). These class members are attractive for FRE groups 

because of their possible fighting skills and might even be more prone to messages 

that call for self-defence and defending other people. This might, so the reasoning of 

FRE recruiters, make them more susceptible for the “warrior mentality” that is promoted 

by FRE members. Sports also play a significant part in FRE subcultures because of its 

body-conscious outlook and a healthy lifestyle (19).

Motives

When it comes to recruiting, it is important for practitioners to keep in mind that 

members of the FRE landscape take different routes when joining the movement. 

Although reasons to join could be hyper individual, it has been possible to point out 

some common denominators (20):

(16) Caiani M., Della Porta, D., & 
Wagemann, C. (2012). Mobilizing 
on the extreme right. Germany, 
Italy and the United States. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press.

(17) O’Neill, C. (2018). Far-right 
groups target Glasgow universities 
in recruitment bid. GlasgowLive, 30 
December.

(18) Hope, A. (2018). Politicians react 
to alt-right student movement 
revelations. The Brussels Times, 7 
September.

(19) Hume, T. (2018). German neo-
Nazis are trying to go mainstream 
with MMA and music festivals. Vice, 
24 April.

(20) Linden, A., & Klandermans, B. 
(2007). Revolutionaries, wanderers, 
converts and compliants. Life 
histories of extreme right activists. 
Journal of Contemporary 
Ethnography, 36(2), 184–201. More 
recently, Nikki Sterkenburg (Leiden 
University) has added new elements 
to this typology (PhD expected to 
be completed by the end of 2019).

Figure 3. This typology is based on the work of Annette Linden and Bert Klandermans, ‘Revolutionaries, wanderers, converts and compliants. 
       Life histories of extreme right activists’. More recently, Nikki Sterkenburg (Leiden University) has added new elements to this typology.

Thrill seekers are stimulated by the sense of adventure in many FRE activities. They tend to become active at a very 
young age (i.e. between the ages of 12 and 16) in local neo-Nazi or skinhead groups. Their first engagement in FRE is often in 
the form of anti-social or provocative behaviour such as rioting, vandalism and street fights.

Political seekers are usually seeking support. They tend to view themselves as saviours defending the people of “the 
nation”, and they are convinced that migrants receive preferential treatment. Members of this group have often previously 
been politically active at national or local level, and they have been disillusioned or disappointed.

Option seekers are characterised by strong feelings of abandonment by their government. They tend to have been 
raised in disadvantaged circumstances that necessitated daily struggle. Members of this group will have observed and been 
affected by the fact that many of their hard-working, law-abiding peers cannot overcome their strained circumstances or 
achieve material success.

Social seekers often find themselves playing an active role in the FRE movement without realising it. Motivated by 
the desire to please or support a friend, they join demonstrations or distribute flyers. Although they do have feelings of 
dissatisfaction, they are not ideologically driven.

Ideological seekers usually become radicalised online before meeting like-minded people offline. Their ideas are 
strengthened by alternative (online) media and interaction with like-minded people (online and offline).

https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/far-right-groups-target-glasgow-15610407
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/far-right-groups-target-glasgow-15610407
https://www.glasgowlive.co.uk/news/glasgow-news/far-right-groups-target-glasgow-15610407
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/politics/50587/politicians-react-to-alt-right-student-movement-revelations/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/politics/50587/politicians-react-to-alt-right-student-movement-revelations/
https://www.brusselstimes.com/all-news/belgium-all-news/politics/50587/politicians-react-to-alt-right-student-movement-revelations/
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/wj79nq/german-neo-nazis-are-trying-to-go-mainstream-with-mma-and-music-festivals
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/wj79nq/german-neo-nazis-are-trying-to-go-mainstream-with-mma-and-music-festivals
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/wj79nq/german-neo-nazis-are-trying-to-go-mainstream-with-mma-and-music-festivals
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0891241606298824
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0891241606298824
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0891241606298824
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8. Role of women
Over the past three decades, the role of women in FRE groups has shifted from being 

a passive participant to more active involvement. Their engagement often is to carry 

out tasks in the background such as writing messages for websites, social media or 

flyers, recruiting and doing administrative work. The more active role of women also 

corresponds with the possibility to take on specific tasks within the FRE movement 

with less risk involved. One does not always have to be on the street to protest to 

prove their loyalty, one can also participate as a (local) politician, coordinator, internet 

activist, recruiter or fundraiser (21). 

Within traditional FRE groups and the alt-right movement, women are not regarded as 

equal members. But in more recent flat-structured FRE groups, women are increasingly 

gaining authority as ideological carriers and part of strong leadership groups — e.g. as 

speakers during demonstrations. 

Women also play a vital role when it comes to holding groups together, because they 

are practicing leadership indirectly and through social ties (22). For them it is easier to 

overcome differences in ideology and characters among members, because their style 

is more elusive, indirect and personal.

FRE groups often promote women’s rights and claim they have to protect women from 

oppressing Islamisation, but within their own narrative calls for gender equality are 

often absent (23). Although some women join FRE to support their partners, many of 

them decide to join on their own account because they seek group protection or they 

experience a sense of belonging. 

(21) Europol. (2018). European Union 
terrorism situation and trend report 
2018. European Union Agency for 
Law Enforcement Cooperation 
(Europol): The Hague, the 
Netherlands, p. 12.

Expert Center on Gender and Right-
Wing Extremism. (2014). Overlooked 
and underrated: Women in right-wing 
extremist groups in Germany. Berlin: 
Amadeu Antonio Stifting.

(22) Blee, K. M. (2002). Inside 
organized racism: Women in the 
hate movement. Oakland, CA: 
University of California Press, p. 
122–123.

(23) Pilkington, H. (2017). ‘EDL 
angels stand beside their men … not 
behind them’: The politics of gender 
and sexuality in an anti-Islam(ist) 
movement. Gender and Education, 
29(2), 238–257.

https://www.amadeu-antonio-stiftung.de/w/files/pdfs/fachstelle/140407_overlooked-and-underrated.-german-women-in-right-wing-extremist-groups.pdf
https://www.amadeu-antonio-stiftung.de/w/files/pdfs/fachstelle/140407_overlooked-and-underrated.-german-women-in-right-wing-extremist-groups.pdf
https://www.amadeu-antonio-stiftung.de/w/files/pdfs/fachstelle/140407_overlooked-and-underrated.-german-women-in-right-wing-extremist-groups.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09540253.2016.1237622
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09540253.2016.1237622
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09540253.2016.1237622
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09540253.2016.1237622
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09540253.2016.1237622
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We are increasingly 
gaining authority as 
ideological carriers  
and part of strong 
leadership groups.
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9. Trends & Challenges
As illustrated in the paragraphs above, there has been a shift within the FRE landscape. 

Below is a concise overview of the main trends that can be observed in the FRE scene: 

• Decline of youth movements: in some countries, racist youth movements with links 

to the skinhead subculture have declined. In those countries, FRE individuals are 

usually between 18 and 80 years old (24).

• Shift from offline to online activism: the internet is playing a major role in recruiting 

and mobilising people. There also seems to be a relation between an increased use 

of social media on a local level and hate crime (25). Online communities are replacing 

traditional FRE groups. Also, FRE groups do not need media coverage anymore because 

they can spread their own messages and videos to a wide audience via social media.

• Ideology as a quest itself: in the past, neo-Nazi groups used ideology as a tool to 

effectuate uniformity. Nowadays, ideology is much more regarded as a personal quest 

by FRE members. FRE members support groups online based on affinity with particular 

expressions or a single issue put forward by the FRE group. 

• Islam as the main new enemy: in the past, the perceived threat was described as “Jews” 

or “people with a migrant background”. The current threat is considered to be Islam, and 

FRE rhetoric regarding this topic has become much more politically mainstream.

• Transnational networks: because of the internet, there are many more transnational 

networks. This may vary from the alt-right movement to groups that exist in different 

countries, such as Pegida and Soldiers of Odin.

• Alt-right and embracement of gaming culture: since 2016, EU Member States found 

out about FRE individuals who consider themselves members of the alt-right fringe 

movement. Their ideology is not new, but their use of social media (online bullying and 

trolling), rhetoric (use of irony) and embracement of the online gaming culture is (26). 

Online shooting games have been an environment for FRE members to recruit from.

• Recruitment within universities: over the past years, there were several signs that FRE 

groups were recruiting and present within universities. However, until now this was not 

done on a large scale (27).

• Shifting role of women: the role of women has shifted from passive participation 

to more active involvement. Although they are still underrepresented within the FRE 

movement, they should not be overlooked.

(24) Bjørgo, T. (2019). Right-wing 
extremism in Norway—Changes and 
challenges. Phys.org, 26 February.

(25) Müller, K., & Schwarz, C. (2018). 
Fanning the flames of hate. Social 
media and hate crime. University 
of Warwick, Working Paper Series, 
No. 373.

(26) Nagle, A. (2017). Kill all normies. 
Online culture wares from 4chan 
and Tumblr to Trump and the 
Alt-Right. Alresford: John Hunt 
Publishing.

(27) Busby, E. (2018). Far-right group 
attempts to recruit students at 
Scottish universities. Independent, 
December 31.

https://phys.org/news/2019-02-right-wing-extremism-norwaychanges.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-02-right-wing-extremism-norwaychanges.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-02-right-wing-extremism-norwaychanges.html
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/research/centres/cage/manage/publications/373-2018_schwarz.pdf
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/economics/research/centres/cage/manage/publications/373-2018_schwarz.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/generation-identity-scotland-university-glasgow-students-far-right-gi-posters-recruitment-drive-a8705701.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/generation-identity-scotland-university-glasgow-students-far-right-gi-posters-recruitment-drive-a8705701.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/generation-identity-scotland-university-glasgow-students-far-right-gi-posters-recruitment-drive-a8705701.html
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• Cross-border links: internet and social media have made it easy for FRE groups to 

meet like-minded people within the EU.(28) Not only does this result in transnational 

groups that exist in different EU Member States, there are also ‘study visits’ abroad to 

strengthen ties with other groups. Sometimes, extremists coming from different EU 

nationalities attend (paramilitary) training camps or visit vigilante FRE groups.

Dealing with FRE is challenging and requires time and patience. Not only is there no 

such thing as a one-approach-fits-all, it is also a sensitive topic that requires constant 

awareness from practitioners of what they are doing, what they wish to achieve and 

what could be the unwanted side effects of their efforts. Practitioners dealing with FRE 

can encounter multiple challenges:

 Contact 

Obviously it is important to be able to engage with persons who are radicalised or 

attracted to FRE movements. Getting in contact with these individuals, however, can 

be quite challenging. Firstly, because many existing prevention apparatuses have a 

strong focus on youth. So although outreach and engagement with youngsters occur, 

youngsters are no longer the main group that is susceptible to radicalisation, and 

reaching this group remains a challenge(29). The second reason for this challenge is 

related to the shift from offline to online. Internet has allowed for fairly anonymous 

radicalisation, which makes it extremely difficult to identify and engage with 

individuals mainly active in online FRE communities. 

 Hyper individual ideology 

Practiced FRE ideologies are hyper individual(30). To be able to counter them, you 

need to be very well informed on the local/individual context. New FRE movements 

present themselves as new initiatives, without links to past movements. They are also 

more flexible in their ideological approach and do not strive for uniformity. Individuals 

attributing themselves to a particular group often make decisions based on affinity with 

particular expressions or with a single issue put forward by FRE groups. 

Key to be able to decrease the attraction of the ideology is to engage in the underlying 

grievance or emotion that forms the basis of the attraction to the FRE ideology(31). 

This could be fear for financial insecurity (e.g. a feeling of migrants being favoured in 

getting jobs or social housing), fear for becoming a minority (e.g. because of declining 

birth rates and migration), or feelings of abandonment by the government.

 Legal and illegal actions or organisations 

Dealing with FRE is a balancing act because of the fine line between legal and illegal 

actions. For example, it can be extremely difficult for authorities to decide whether a 

certain statement or action falls under freedom of speech, or whether it can be labelled 

as incitement to hatred or discrimination. This is one of the reasons that it is so difficult 

to ban FRE groups. Even though legal organisations might not incite violent action 

or do not encourage violence, their messages are aimed to polarise society, create 

division and outcast specific communities (32). By embracing these extremist discourses 

and exclusionary approaches, legal FRE organisations diverge themselves from the key 

constituents of a democratic system (33).

(28) Macklin, G. (2013). Transnational 
Networking on the Far-Right. The 
case of Britain and Germany. West 
European Politics (36(1)), p.176-198.

(29) Bjørgo, T. (2019). Right-wing 
extremism in Norway—Changes and 
challenges. Phys.org, 26 February.

(30) This is partly because more 
recent online groups have hardly 
any formal organisation. For 
differences within e.g. the alt right 
movement, see: Lyons, M. (2017). 
CTRL-ALT-DEL. The origins and 
ideology of the Alternative Right. 
Political Research Associates. For 
an example of how elements are 
mixed, see: Lilla, M. (2018). Two 
roads for the new French Right. New 
York Review, December 20. Allen, 
C. (2019). Pick’n’mix. Ideologies and 
direct messaging online make for 
deadly new combination. Phys.org., 
March 19

(31) Hamid, N. (2018), Don’t Just 
Counter-Message, Counter-Engage. 
ICCT, November 28.

(32) ESCN. (2019). How the (violent) 
extreme-right ‘radicalises the 
mainstream’ in Europe, European 
Strategic Communications Network 
(ESCN), Thematic Paper 3.

(33) Hainsworth, P. (2000). The 
politics of the extreme right: 
From the margins to mainstream. 
London: Bloomsbury Academic, p. 7.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402382.2013.742756
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402382.2013.742756
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402382.2013.742756
https://phys.org/news/2019-02-right-wing-extremism-norwaychanges.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-02-right-wing-extremism-norwaychanges.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-02-right-wing-extremism-norwaychanges.html
https://www.politicalresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Lyons_CtrlAltDelete_PRINT.pdf
https://www.politicalresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Lyons_CtrlAltDelete_PRINT.pdf
https://marklilla.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/NYRB-Marion.pdf
https://marklilla.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/NYRB-Marion.pdf
https://phys.org/news/2019-03-extreme-picknmix-ideologies-messaging-online.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-03-extreme-picknmix-ideologies-messaging-online.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-03-extreme-picknmix-ideologies-messaging-online.html
https://icct.nl/publication/dont-just-counter-message-counter-engage/
https://icct.nl/publication/dont-just-counter-message-counter-engage/
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It is therefore key to raise more awareness on what is at stake and expose intentions of 

the FRE agenda. From a practitioner’s perspective, it is important to keep in mind that 

FRE attitudes and speech are not just a matter of expressing opinions. Utterances and 

statements are problematic when they call for the severe restriction of civil liberties or 

civil rights of specific religious and/or ethnic groups. 

 Putting it on the national agenda 

The presence of FRE within society is often shaped as a common but marginal 

phenomenon. However, it is important for practitioners to realise that even a small 

presence of FRE does affect society in many ways. FRE aims at polarising society, 

creating a clear distinction between “us” (natives) and “them” (people with a migrant or 

Jewish background). Coordinated attacks, even sometimes just online and/or verbal, 

may lead to self-censorship within the public debate. It could also lead to attacks on 

minorities and refugees on a local level.

Although the numbers for arrests for FRE terrorism are low (12 in 2016 and 20 in 2017) (34),  

recent events like the 2018 Chemnitz protests and several foiled FRE terrorist plots 

in Germany (35), France (36) and Sweden (37) demonstrate how ghastly situations can 

quickly turn into violent extremism. Also, Christchurch made clear how a single person 

can cause a massacre based on ethnic nationalist views.

 Free speech and conspiracy theories 

When (local) governments or social media outlets (try to) censor FRE messages, the 

FRE movement transforms these actions into a battle for the freedom of speech. When 

countering FRE messages, its believers feel strengthened in their conviction that there 

is an ongoing conspiracy to silence them.
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