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A EUROPEAN UNION EMERGENCY TRUST FUND FOR AFRICA

WHAT IS A TRUST FUND?
A Trust Fund is an innovative mechanism under the EU’s Financial Regulation 
used in the field of development cooperation to pool large resources from differ-
ent donors to enable a swift, common, complementary and flexible response to 
the different dimensions of an emergency situation. 

WHO BENEFITS FROM THE TRUST FUND? 
The Trust Fund will benefit a wide range of countries across Africa that encom-
pass the major African migration routes to Europe. These countries are among 
the most fragile and those most affected by migration.  They will draw the great-
est benefit from EU financial assistance. The countries and regions are:

  � �The Sahel region and Lake Chad area: Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, the Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria    
and Senegal. 

   The Horn of Africa: Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda.

   The North of Africa: Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and Egypt. 

   �Neighbouring countries of the eligible countries may benefit, on a case by case basis, from Trust Fund projects with   
a regional dimension in order to address regional migration flows and related cross- border challenges.

WHAT IS THE AIM OF THE TRUST FUND? 
The Trust Fund aims to help foster stability in the regions and to contribute to better migration management. More specifically, it 
aims to address the root causes of destabilisation, forced displacement and irregular migration, by promoting economic and equal 
opportunities, security and development. 

HOW CAN THE SUPPORT HELP TO DEAL WITH IRREGULAR MIGRATION AND REFUGEES? 
The financial support for the regions should also help address the growing flow of forced migration. The EU has already responded 
by increasing its humanitarian aid and development assistance to refugees and migrants across the region. The European Agenda 
on Migration aims to prevent further loss of lives at sea and to reinforce overall cooperation with key countries of transit and origin.  
It also aims to tackle root causes of irregular migration and forced displacement in countries of origin and transit, in particular by 
strengthening the rule of law, creating economic and education opportunities, and building better governance, and the effective sus-
tainable return, readmission and reintegration of irregular migrants not qualifying for protection. This requires a firm commitment to 
supporting capacity building of third countries in the field of migration and border management, as well as to the stabilisation and 
development of these regions of Africa. 

The European Commission has 
launched an “Emergency Trust Fund 
for stability and addressing root 

causes of irregular migration and displaced 
persons in Africa”, made up of €1.8 billion 
from the EU budget and European Develop-
ment Fund, combined with contributions from 
EU Member States and other donors. 

€



WHAT TYPES OF PROJECTS CAN BE FINANCED BY THE TRUST FUND? 

Establishing economic programmes that create employment opportunities, especially for young people and women, with 
a focus on vocational training and the creation of micro and small enterprises. Actions could contribute in particular to sup-
porting the reintegration of returnees into their communities. 

Projects supporting basic services for local populations such as food and nutrition security, health, education and social 
protection, as well as environmental sustainability. 

Projects improving migration management, including containing and preventing irregular migration, effective return and 
readmission, international protection and asylum, legal migration and mobility, and enhancing synergies between migration 
and development. 

Supporting improvements in overall governance, in particular by promoting conflict prevention and enforcing the rule of law 
through capacity building in support of security and development as well as law enforcement, including border management 
and migration-related aspects. Actions could also contribute to preventing and countering radicalisation and extremism. 

HOW IS THE GOVERNANCE OF THE TRUST FUND ORGANISED TO FACILITATE PARTICIPATION?

The Trust Fund will benefit from an innovative method of decision-making. Its global strategy is set by its Strategic Board, which 
is chaired by the European Commission and composed of representatives of EU Member States and other contributing donors. Its 
Operational Committee, made up of representatives of the European Commission and contributing Member States, then selects ap-
propriate projects. 

Partner countries and their relevant regional organisations will be invited to participate at both levels of the Trust Fund’s governance. 
One of the principles of the Trust Fund is to engage in political dialogue with African partners in order to design strategic and effi-
cient interventions. As such, national and local authorities will be consulted, in advance, with priorities and projects submitted to the 
Strategic Board and the Operational Committee, in order to ensure local ownership. All partners will also be duly associated with the 
process of identification, formulation and implementation, and may express their views in the Board and the Operational Committee.
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WHERE IS THE MONEY FROM THE TRUST FUND COMING FROM AND HOW DOES THIS COMPLEMENT OTHER 
EU FUNDING? 

The Trust Fund pools together money from different European Commission financial instruments under the EU budget, including consid-
erable new resources. Fresh funding from the 11th European Development Fund (EDF) reserve, complemented by the integration of some 
funds from the Regional Indicative Programmes for West, Central and Eastern Africa, along with contributions from National Indicative 
Programmes for the Horn of Africa. Further funding has been drawn from other financial instruments such as the Development Coopera-
tion Instrument (DCI) and the European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) to address the crises across the regions concerned. The Commis-
sion-managed instruments would amount to €1.8 billion and is supplemented with new funds from EU Member States and other donors.

The EU Trust Fund will complement existing EU aid assistance to the regions amounting to over €10 billion until 2020, which aims 
to support inclusive and sustainable economic growth. Overall, EU assistance will respond to the aspirations of the people of the 
regions, addressing the motivations that encourage them to voluntarily migrate for economic reasons as well as the root causes of 
forced migration and displacement.



LIST OF DONORS AND CONTRIBUTION (BY 11/11/2015): 

Donor Contribution 

Austria 3,000,000.00

Belgium 10,000,000.00

Bulgaria 50,000.00 

Croatia 0

Cyprus 0

Czech Republic 600,000.00

Denmark 3,000,000.00

Estonia 150,000.00

European Commission 1,800,000,000.00

Finland 5,000,000.00

France 3,000,000.00

Germany 3,000,000.00

Greece 0

Hungary 500,000.00

Ireland 3,000,000.00

Italy 10,000,000.00

Latvia 50,000.00

Lithuania 50,000.00

Luxembourg 3,100,000.00

Malta 250,000.00

The Netherlands 15,000,000.00

Norway 3,000,000.00

Poland 1,000,000.00

Portugal 250,000.00

Romania 100,000.00

Slovakia 500,000.00

Slovenia 50,000

Spain 3,000,000.00

Sweden 3,000,000.00

Switzerland 4,624,389.00

United Kingdom 3,000,000.00

TOTAL 1,878,274,389.00
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