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This is an update on the activities of the Radicalisation Awareness Network (RAN). You receive
this e-mail, along with some 3 500 other people, because you have participated in a RAN activity,
or you have registered your interest in the network. If you do not want to receive such e-mails,
please let us know. Feel free to distribute this RAN Update to colleagues and invite them to
subscribe.

The manual - Responses

This Update is also available online in French and German. to returning foreign
terrorist fighters and

RAN Manual: Responses to returnees their families - is now
available online!

Concerns within the EU about compatriots who travelled to Daesh-held territories and other
terrorist-controlled areas and are now returning have been around for some time. It is vital that
local practitioners have all the necessary guidance and support to handle these returns in a safe
and appropriate manner. The diverse nature of those within this ‘returnee’ group complicates the
development of a coherent response: :
some might be violent extremists with
combat experience, others might be
disillusioned teens who had been recruited
but are now fleeing the terror themselves.
Among those returning are children, some
born abroad.

The conference ‘Responses to returning
terrorist fighters and their families’
brought together over 150 practitioners, policy-makers and academics in Brussels on 19 June.

The RAN CoE presented Sir Julian King, EU Commissioner for the Security Union, with a draft
version of the manual on how to respond to returnees and their families. The manual includes a
list of practitioner recommendations for EU Member States, as well as background information on
foreign terrorist fighter returnees, and individual chapters on:

¢ Investigation and risk assessment;

e Multi-agency agreement on intervention;

e The prosecution route;

¢ The non-prosecution route / resocialisation;

¢ Child returnees;

e Cross-cutting issues (gender differentiation, communication,
local communication).

Concrete examples of practices being used around Europe, as well as individual case studies, also
contribute to the guidance for practitioners.
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http://eepurl.com/bcg2-f
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-news_en
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-news_en

The final version of the manual, taking into account feedback provided on the conference version,
is now available online in English, French, and German.
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Why are they coming back?

@ 2 Py

Disillusioned / Still driven by Sent to carry out an Captured and returned
remorseful ideology, want better  attack (or feel they can unwillingly
living conditions do more for the cause
(opportunistic) in Europe than in
Syriallraq)

Key actions to consider
Overall approach

i
| a, W
Returnee 45

which +/-5 000 came from Europe. Departures peaked in
A tailored approach for

: Establish coordination Immediate risk
2015 and haVe decreaSEd since thel'l. each returnee mechanisms across assessment

government agencies

O /)
Multi-agency case (Local) Communication Intervention
management strategy action plan

@ @ Scenarios

Women Children

Higher risk of combat Family role and mother Intense ideological

experience and skills to future soldiers indoctrination through education IR

and socialisation jon during prison / probation &
lalised staff

Who are the returnees?

Different nationalities, ethnicities, ages and genders
All have some level of trauma and emotional / psychological issues

Often involved in and
exposed to war atrocities

Driven by sense of empowerment and
their role in building the ‘caliphate’ Recruited for combat and other
violent activities from age 9
Varlety of roles within
the terrorist-held territories

Involved in recruitment, indoctrination ¢ Hol e
of children and others Severely traumatised {mental health) treatment & practical

support

This infographic is also available within the Manual.

Podcasts featuring practitioners describing the challenges they face in dealing with returnees are
available in French and English. From a police perspective to that of a prison governor, from local
authorities to policy-makers - some of those grappling with the challenges provide an insight into
what works for them...and where some of the problems lie.

Other publications

RAN produces papers on a variety of topics every month, while institutions within our network also
publish interesting work. When relevant, we highlight new publications in each Update. If you are
interested in seeing your publication on this list, please contact the RAN team via
ran@radaradvies.nl.

e The role of police officers in dealing with violent extremist returnees.
e Issue paper on foreign fighters and the reintegration challenge.
e Popular paper on our social media: Child returnees from conflict zones.

RAN Calendar
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https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/ran_br_a4_m10_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/ran_br_a4_m10_fr.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/ran_br_a4_m10_de.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-conference/docs/podcast_returnees_fr.mp3
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-high-level-conference/docs/podcast_returnees_en.mp3
mailto:ran@radaradvies.nl
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/about-ran/ran-pol/docs/ran_pol_role_of_police_officers_dusseldorf_30-31_03_2017_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-papers/docs/issue_paper_foreign_fighter_returnees_reintegration_challenge_112016_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/networks/radicalisation_awareness_network/ran-papers/docs/issue_paper_child_returnees_from_conflict_zones_112016_en.pdf

Often, many

September 2017

RAN RVT
Workshop
Date and location: 12-13 September, Berlin (DE)

Workshop
Date and location: 19-21 September, Berlin (DE)

RAN YF&C
Meeting

Date and location: 26 Sptember, Amsterdam (NL)

more people

register their interest in an event than can be accommodated. When selecting participants
(depending on the meeting topic), division of Member States, type of expertise, contributions in
meetings, etc. will be taken into consideration. Additionally, please note that only one person per
organisation can be invited.

Contact details

The RAN Centre of Excellence is implemented by RadarEurope, which is a subsidiary of the

RadarGroup:

RAN Centre of Excellence

Veemarkt 83

NL - 1019 DB Amsterdam

The Netherlands

+31 (0)20 463 50 50 (office)
ran@radaradvies.nl

Would you like more frequent updates on RAN’s activities? Get access to all public RAN
papers as they are released, other RAN news and thought-provoking articles on the

radicalisation process by following RAN on Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn or YouTube.

Website: ec.europa.eu/ran

Radicalisation Awareness Network

RANES


mailto:ran@radaradvies.nl
https://twitter.com/RANEurope
https://www.facebook.com/RadicalisationAwarenessNetwork
https://www.linkedin.com/company/radicalisation-awareness-network---ran
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD6U5qdKiA3ObOKGEVwTQKw

