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Risk Assessment Terminology

o Deal with and express uncertainties
covering in particular the concepts, words
and expressions which are used to
communicate the contents and results of a
risk assessment to policy makers,
stakeholders and the public

o The relationship between the data, models,
assumptions, methods, procedures used by
risk assessors and the way in which these
are reflected and explained in a risk _
assessment @
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Goal of working group

to identify, discuss and report to
the Plenary the key issues related
to the way in which the process,
contents and results of risk
assessment are expressed and
communicated to risk managers and
the public, with a view to
recommend initiatives for promoting
more consistent, improved

practices. |
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Questions

oWhere are the successes, gaps,
barriers (real/perceived)?

oWhat are the priorities for future
work?

oHow we may collegiately do the
work and utilize the products?

oWhen do we start?
oWho should be involved? |
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Main Issues
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Issues 1

1. Harmonisation becomes more and more
difficult going from lower to higher levels
of integration (intersectoral, sectoral,
legal frameworks, backgrounds such as
research, public health etc.). The issues
here are what will be the focus of
harmonisation and where we should start.

2. Three target groups: risk assessors, risk
managers, public. Communication
specialists in between. Terminology at
technical level up to layman’s level, giving

the same message @
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Issues 2

o Complicating factors: different
languages, different products,

giving the same message

o Numerous reasons for diverging
terminology.

o Harmonisation is needed in
definition of general terms and
expression of uncertainty
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Considerations for further action

o Start within legal frameworks - sectors
—> across sectors.

o Build on what has been done
(WHO/OECD, EBM, Global Dialogue, EFSA
projects, hazard based classification
schemes)

o Take account of different user groups;
encourage basic education and
communications on risk assessment

o Harmonisation requires much interaction
between risk assessors, managers,

stakeholders |
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Priorities, recommendations 1

o Focus on a sectoral approach first.
Start in house, within organisations
to decrease ambiguities among risk
assessors. Then proceed within
legal frameworks and sector.

o Systematic approach:

o Stocktaking of the work done and existing
best practices

o Choose platforms to use for further

discussions
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Priorities/recommendations 2

Focus on key terms which are essential in the
interaction between risk assesors and risk
managers and the general public:

expressing sources and nature of uncertainty and
variability,

level of confidence,
levels of risk,
seriousness of effects,

grading of evidence in experimental,
clinical/epidemiological work

exposure levels

o Research: background for concerns in relation
to termmolo?]y used and social sciences should
be engaged here to develop the correct @
language in communication -
Global Risk

o Training and education at all levels  Assessment Dialogue




This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumers DG and represents the views of its author on the

subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of
the Commission's or Health & Consumers DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.
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