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7 September 2004 Joint session

Mr Robert Madelin welcomed members to the first joint meeting of the Scientific Committees
and congratulated them on their appointment to the Committees. He stressed the importance
of scientific advice in the policy making of the Commission. Excellence, transparency and
independency were highlighted as key points in the work of the Committees. Mr Madelin
drew particular attention to the importance of the clarity of their opinions and the role of the
Committees in establishing confidence with stakeholders.

The full presentation is available at

The importance of scientific advice in the Community decision making process

The Chair explained that, in accordance with Article 10 of Commission Decision
2004/210/EC setting up the Scientific Committees, the Committees are required to adopt
common rules of procedure in consultation with the Commission. The draft rules were
prepared taking into account the rules of the former scientific committees, the rules of the
European Food Safety Authority and the need to improve clarity and transparency. The draft
rules were presented to members for discussion.

The main innovation in relation to the co-ordination of the three new Scientific Committees is
the introduction of an “inter-committee group”, involving the Chairs and Vice-Chairs of the
three Scientific Committees, which will be chaired by the Commission. The objective of this
group is to ensure harmonised approaches in the risk assessment and ordinary tasks of the
Committees, particularly in areas such as common questions, diverging scientific opinions,
coherence and consistency, methodological approaches, and cooperation with other
Community bodies.

Concerning transparency, additional information will be now published on the web site of DG
Health and Consumer Protection, in particular regarding members’ declarations of interests
and commitment, as well as the requests received by each of the scientific committees.

The rules have also included a chapter on diverging opinions, in line with Commission
Decision 2004/210/EC and the Food Safety Authority’s Regulation. Minority opinions,



http://europa.eu.int/comm/health/ph_risk/documents/ev_20040907_co01_en.pdf

although already included in the previous rules of procedure, will now have to be attributed
together with supporting argumentation, to members or associated members concerned.
Finally attention has been paid to relations with stakeholders. A section has been added to
cover both needs, e.g. request for additional information from the Scientific Committee or a
request for hearings from stakeholders.

The draft rules of procedures were unanimously adopted with very minor editorial changes.
Additional administrative information was provided to the members of the Committees.

8 September 2004 SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEES JOINT SESSION

Welcoming address to the Members by Commissioner David Byrne

Commissioner David Byrne addressed the members of the Committees urging them to work
together to provide the Commission with unambiguous scientific advice that would enable the
risk managers to take the adequate and required actions in order to guarantee consumer
protection. He stressed the importance of independent scientific advice not only within the EU
but in the international arena.

The full speech is available at:

Inaugural joint meeting of the members of the non-food scientific committees

Annex I:  List of Participants.
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First Plenary Meeting held on 7-8 September 2004 in Brussels
Joint sessions of the three Committees
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