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Biocides A proposal on a new EU regulatory framework for Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of

Classification Chemicals (REACH) was adopted 29 October 2003. REACH aims to improve the protection of human
:‘xll:trl‘;']'"'g health and the environment while maintaining the competitiveness and enhancing the innovative
Cherminals capability of the EU chemicals industry. ECB has the responsibility of developing methodologies, tools
and technical guidance needed for REACH through a number of REACH Implementation Projects
(RIPs). This is managed under Action no 1313 - Support to future chemicals legisiation (REACH) or in

short REACH support,
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REACH Overview

On 27 February 2001 the Commission Issued a White Paper on a Strategy for a future Chemicals Policy, This has subseguently been
developed and extensively discussed with major stakeholders, resulting in the release on 29th Oct 2003 of the Commission's proposal

ESIS {REACH).
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Under REACH enterprises that manufacture or import more than one tonne of a chemical substance per year would be required to
CONTaCtE register it in a central database. REACH would furthermore give greater responsibility to industry to manage the risks from chemicals
and to provide users in the supply chain with safety information on the substances.
The proposal is now being considered by the European Parliament and the Council of the EU for adoption under the so-called co-
decision procedure
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This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumer Protection DG and represents the views of its author on the
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of
the Commission's or Health & Consumer Protection DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.
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