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The meeting was chaired by Megan Richards, Principal Adviser at DG CONNECT and 
Head of the European Commission's Delegation to the EuroDIG. The other COM 
participants were: Cristina Monti, Silvia Viceconte, Elena Plexida, Maciej Tomaszewski 
(note taker) 

1. An exciting year for Internet governance - taking stock of Internet Governance 
developments over the last year and looking forward to the end of 2015; Debrief by 
the European Commission and exchange of information and views with 
participants; How can civil society and industry work together with EU and 
Member States to ensure the best possible outcomes. 

• The Commission updated about the recent developments related to the draft 
reports on IANA transition and on ICANN accountability and thanked the 
community for the considerable work done.  

• Different stakeholders consider that the transition of the IANA function will not 
be possible before 30 September and NTIA Undersecretary Strickling has sent a 
letter to the ICG, CWG, and CCWG working groups that addresses also timing 
and US Government commitment to continuing the process. 

• There are concerns that delays in implementation of the IANA transition and 
related ICANN accountability improvements will have implications for the 
WSIS+10 review process. 

• WSIS+10 review2 will have a direct impact on the extension of the IGF mandate 
(IGF sprang from the first WSIS). The current mandate expires in 2015.  

• ICANN CEO Fadi Chehade addressed these issues during his visit this week to 
Brussels. Vice-President Ansip will be addressing them during his visit to the 
USA this week. Commissioner Oettinger was at the WSIS Forum this week in 

                                                 
1 These minutes have been drafted by the European Commission. Please send any request for corrections to 
Mr Maciej Tomaszewski (maciej.tomaszewski@ec.europa.eu), DG CONNECT, Internet Governance Task 
Force 
2 Website of the High-Level Event: http://unpan3.un.org/wsis10/ 

http://unpan3.un.org/wsis10/
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Geneva where he had a number of bilateral meetings on these issues. The 
Commission also discusses internet governance during EU-bilateral third country 
ICT dialogues.  

• Participants to the meeting asked how they could access the main reference 
documents on the EU position on Internet governance (Commission 
Communication, Council Conclusions, EP Resolution etc.) and Commission 
proposed to consolidate them on the DG CONNECT website for easy access.  

• The Commission also referred to the participation of Vice-President Ansip in the 
Coordination Council of the NetMundial Initiative (NMI). Webstreaming3 of the 
inaugural meeting of the NetMundial Initiative Council planned on 30 June 205 in 
Sao Paolo should help to reduce concerns that the NMI developments have not 
been as open as many would have preferred. 

2. Preparations for the EuroDIG meeting "Shaping the Internet Together", Sofia 4-
5 June; Debrief by the European Commission and exchange of information and 
views with participants; Expectations and outcomes for input in the 2015 IGF. 

• The main objective of EuroDIG, the Pan-European dialogue on Internet 
governance, is to bring together stakeholders to help shape pan-European 
perspectives on Internet issues which will feed into the global Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF).  

• This year's EuroDIG is titled "Shaping the Internet Together" and will take place 
in Sofia on 4-5 June. (co-hosted by the Bulgarian Ministry of Transport, 
Information Technology and Communications). 

• This year's edition will also seek to raise awareness and interest in IG among 
South Eastern European Countries, with a dedicated Roundtable on the previous 
day (3 June), titled "Multistakeholder Internet governance: from the global 
debates to the SEE realities". 

• Stakeholders have indicated a strong interest in the Commission's plans for the 
Digital Single Market, therefore EuroDIG will provide an excellent opportunity to 
address this and the role of ICT to boost the economy.  

• The Commission has been contributing to the work of several organising teams 
responsible for the programme of different sessions, in particular, the Opening 
Plenary on "How can we shape the digital market together?", a side event on the 
follow-up to NETmundial in the context of WSIS+10 review, as well as a 
workshop to promote the development of the Global Internet Policy Observatory. 
We have also contributed to organising a workshop on "European Policy Options 
for Digital Access and Inclusion" which is a direct response to the IGF call to 
national and regional IGFs to develop intersessional work on "Policy menus for 
connecting the next billion".  

• European Commission representatives will be Megan Richards and Cristina 
Monti. There will be participation from European Parliament, Council and 

                                                 
3 https://www.netmundial.org/blog/secretariat/inaugural-coordination-council-meeting-são-paulo-

expressions-interest-attend-0 

https://www.netmundial.org/blog/secretariat/inaugural-coordination-council-meeting-s%C3%A3o-paulo-expressions-interest-attend-0
https://www.netmundial.org/blog/secretariat/inaugural-coordination-council-meeting-s%C3%A3o-paulo-expressions-interest-attend-0
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Member States. Civil society and industry representatives, as well as those from 
the technical community, were encouraged to participate and to remind their 
contacts to do so. 

• EuroDIG 2016 will take place in Brussels on 9-10 June. 

3. How can the European industry and civil society play a bigger role in global 
Internet Governance discussions?; Developing mechanisms to develop Pan-
European multi-stakeholder messages: exchange of views 

• The Commission is firmly committed to continue its support for the Internet 
Governance Forum and the European Dialogue on Internet Governance.  

• The Commission is one of the most stable financial supporters of the Internet 
Governance Forum during its existence. We are looking at ways to continue that 
support in the future to IGF and to introduce also financial support for EuroDIG.  

• In order to ensure that the multistakeholder model continues, financial support 
from a broader range of interested and active stakeholders is essential and would 
demonstrate concrete support for the multistakeholder model.  

• Companies that wish to support EuroDIG and IGF now have new and simplified 
funding opportunities and are encouraged to do so. Participants were asked to 
pass on the message to other interested parties.  

• Financial issues are particularly important at the moment during the discussions 
on the renewal of the IGF mandate. In particular, we need to make sure that the 
unique character of the IGF budget is preserved. 

4. The Global Internet Policy Observatory (GIPO); Update by the European 
Commission and discussion 

• In its February 2014 Communication on Internet Governance and Policy 
(COM/2014/072 final), the European Commission proposed the creation of a 
Global Internet Policy Observatory (GIPO) as a concrete way to enhance 
transparency on Internet Policies and Governance. GIPO is being developed by 
subcontractors as a Commission project. A core alliance of countries and Non-
Governmental Organisations involved in Internet Governance is being invited to 
participate in the development to ensure buy-in and response to future users.  

• GIPO will be an online platform for monitoring Internet-related policy, regulatory 
and technological developments across the world, to help to increase expertise 
and understanding among all actors, particularly more disadvantaged stakeholders 
- including those countries, NGOs and interest groups which may feel somewhat 
marginalised in Internet Governance debates and decisions. 

• The contractor has launched a website in April 2015 to ensure active engagement 
of different stakeholders in the project. 
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• The contractor will also organise webinars every two months and physical 
meetings twice a year. The first physical meeting will be organised in Sofia 
during EuroDIG4. 

• In parallel, the contractor is in process of the appointment of the Advisory Group.   

• It should be mentioned that we work very closely with other similar initiatives. 

 

Additional links shared in the webchat by different stakeholders: 

• Open letter - still open to signatories - which calls for a transparent and open 
WSIS+10 preparatory process: http://www.openwsis2015.org/  

• Stakeholder statement on the IGF: http://cdn.ccianet.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/02/CCIA-Joint-IGF-Statement.pdf  

• Stakeholder statement on WSIS review: http://cdn.ccianet.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/Joint-stakeholder-CSTD-WSIS-statement.pdf  

• Observatory of the MAPPING project, focused on 3 areas: IG, Privacy and IPR, 
the beta version of which has start working at 
http://observatory.mappingtheinternet.eu/ 

• Christopher Wilkinson: Regarding the IANA transition, his comments to the 
CWG have been posted by ICANN at: http://forum.icann.org/lists/comments-
cwg-stewardship-draft-proposal-22apr15/msg00027.html 

 

                                                 
4 http://giponet.org/en/content/co-designing-gipo-platform-1st-live-workshop-global-internet-policy-

observatory 
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