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PROGRAMME

  8.30 - 9.30 Connection opens

9.30 - 10.20
Welcome and introductory comments  
Moderator Ms Rose O’Donovan, Editor-in-chief, AGRA FACTS

Morning 
session 1

Opening remarks
European Commission Executive Vice-President Frans Timmermans

The Commission policy initiative on plants derived from certain new 
genomic techniques
Commissioner for Health and Food Safety Stella Kyriakides

Message from the Slovenian Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union
Mr Jože Podgoršek, Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Food 

Keynote speech
Professor Dr. Virginijus Šikšnys, Institute of Biotechnology, Vilnius 
University

10.20 – 10.35  Break

10.35 - 12.15

Morning 
session 2

Panel discussion: 
Enabling NGT products to deliver on sustainable benefits in the agri-food 
sector
Including Q&A

Keynote address by Mr Julien Denormandie, Minister for Agriculture and 
Food, France (Incoming Council Presidency)
Panellists:
• Mr Herbert Dorfmann, Member of the European Parliament
• Mr Garlich von Essen, Secretary General, Euroseeds
• Ms Diana Lenzi, President, CEJA
• Mr Jan Plagge, President, IFOAM Organics Europe
• Dr Dirk Zimmerman, Greenpeace
• Mr Pierre Bascou, Director, DG Agriculture and Rural Development,

European Commission

12.15 - 13.45 Lunch break



13.45 - 15.15

Afternoon 
session 1

Panel discussion: 
Ensuring safety with proportionate risk assessment
Including Q&A

Panellists:
• Ms Anja Hazekamp, Member of the European Parliament
• Mr José Antonio Sobrino Maté, Subdirector General, Ministry of

Agriculture, Food and Fisheries, Spain
• Dr Ricarda Steinbrecher, Board member, ENSSER
• Dr Ralf Wilhelm, Director, Julius Kühn Institute
• Dr Bernhard Url, Executive Director, EFSA

15.15 - 15.30 Break

15.30 - 17.15

Afternoon 
session 2

Panel discussion: 
Engaging consumers and empowering them to make informed choices
Including Q&A

Panellists:
• Ms Irène Tolleret, Member of the European Parliament
• Dr Dietmar Vybiral, Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and

Consumer Protection, Austria
• Dr Trine Antonsen, GenØk Centre for Biosafety
• Ms Heike Moldenhauer, Secretary General, ENGA
• Ms Nikita Sajeev, Co-founder, Genesprout Initiative
• Dr Guy Van den Eede, Acting Director, Joint Research Centre, European

Commission

16.55 - 17.00 Wrap up final session and introduction to Ms Claire Bury by 
Ms Rose O’Donovan

17.00 – 17.15

Closing remarks

Ms Claire Bury, Deputy Director General, DG Health and Food Safety, 
European Commission



OBJECTIVES OF THE PANELS

 PANEL 1: Enabling NGT products to deliver on 
sustainable benefits in the agri food sector

Discuss what conditions are needed to ensure that plants 
resulting from targeted mutagenesis and cisgenesis, and their 
food and feed products, contribute to sustainability. The panel 
will also discuss the role of various actors to achieve this 
objective.

 PANEL 2: Ensuring safety with proportionate risk 
assessment

Exchange views on what is needed to ensure that these 
plant products are safe for human and animal health and the 
environment.

 PANEL 3: Engaging consumers and empowering 
them to make informed choices

Discuss traceability and labelling of plants obtained by targeted 
mutagenesis and cisgenesis, and to explore how to provide 
relevant information to consumers and operators, including on 
sustainability aspects. The panel will also discuss the possible 
ways to improve public understanding and awareness of new 
genomic techniques to enable informed choices.



Rose O’Donovan has been Editor of 
AGRA FACTS since March 2010, having 
previously served as Deputy Editor on 
the agricultural publication for nearly 
three years. Prior to working as a 
journalist, she dealt with international 
relations on the EU satellite navigation 
programme at the Galileo Joint 
Undertaking. Following the completion 
of a Master of Science at University 
College Cork (Ireland), Rose moved to 

Brussels in 2004 to work as an intern 
in the Cabinet of former European 
Parliament President, Pat Cox. Hailing 
from a farming background in West 
Cork, Rose is also the Brussels 
correspondent for The Southern 
Star - a regional newspaper based in 
Skibbereen & a regular contributor to 
agri-related radio programmes in both 
Ireland & the UK. 

ROSE O’DONOVAN

MODERATOR



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

Pierre Bascou is the Director for 
Sustainability and income support, DG 
Agriculture and Rural Development, 
European Commission. Between 2010 
and 2014 he was Head of the Unit 
responsible for Agricultural Policy 
Analysis and Perspectives. From 2003 
until 2009 he was heading the Unit 
in charge of the economic analysis 

of EU agriculture for the conception, 
the management and the evaluation 
of the Common Agricultural Policy. 
He received his PhD in Agricultural 
Economics (1989) from the Imperial 
College London, UK) and Ingénieur" in 
agronomy from ESA Toulouse in 1986.

PIERRE BASCOU

Claire Bury is currently Deputy 
Director-General in DG Health and 
Food Safety with responsibility for 
food safety and sustainability. She is 
also a Visiting Professor at the College 
of Europe in Bruges.
She was previously Deputy Director-
General for the Digital Single Market 
in DG Communications Networks, 
Content and Technology and Director 
of Modernisation of the Single Market 
in Directorate General Internal Market, 
Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs. 

Before that, she was Head of Unit for 
Company Law, Corporate Governance 
and Financial Crime in Directorate 
General Internal Market and Services, 
and Deputy Head of Cabinet to 
Internal Market Commissioners Charlie 
McCreevy and Frits Bolkestein.  

An English barrister by training, she 
worked in the Commission's Legal 
Service and, before coming to Brussels, 
in the UK Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office.

CLAIRE BURY

Trine Antonsen is researcher and 
manager of the ReWrite project at 
GenØk Centre for Biosafety, Tromsø, 
Norway. The project target is the 
human/nature-relation and how 

our perception of nature influence 
on – and is influenced by – emergies 
biotechnologies, such as genome 
editing. 

TRINE ANTONSEN



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

On Monday 6 July 2020, Julien 
Denormandie was appointed Minister 
for Agriculture and Food in the 
government of Jean Castex.
Born on 14 August 1980 in Cahors (Lot, 
France), he has a degree in agronomy 
and an MBA in Economics.
He joined the civil service in 2004, 
starting out at the Corps des Ingénieurs 
des Eaux et Forêts in the Ministry of 
Finance.
He became advisor to Pierre Moscovici, 
Minister for the Economy and Finance 
in 2012, then advisor to Nicole Brics, 

Minister for Foreign Trade.
In 2014, he joined the Cabinet of 
Emmanuel Macron, who was Minister 
for the Economy, Industry and the 
Digital Sector at the time, as deputy 
Head of Cabinet.
He left this job in 2016 to help create 
the political party ‘En Marche!’ as 
deputy Secretary General.
In 2017, he was appointed Secretary 
of State to the Minister for Territorial 
Cohesion before becoming Minister 
with responsibility for Urban Affairs 
and Housing in October 2018.

JULIEN DENORMANDIE

Herbert Dorfmann is a Member of the 
European Parliament from South Tyrol, 
a German-speaking region in Northern 
Italy and is currently serving his third 
term. 
After having completed a degree 
in Agrarian Sciences in Piacenza, 
Dorfmann started his professional 
career as a professor at the 
Agricultural College in Ora. He then 
became the director of the agriculture 
department at the Bolzano Chamber 
of Commerce and went on to direct the 
South Tyrolean Farmers’ Federation 
for nearly ten years. Dorfmann’s 

political career started in 2005 when 
he became the mayor of his hometown. 
In 2009, he was elected for his first 
mandate at the European Parliament 
and was subsequently re-elected as a 
MEP for the European People’s Party in 
2014 and 2019, for a second and third 
mandate. 
Currently, he is a member in the AGRI 
Committee and a substitute member 
in the BUDG, REGI and ECON 
Committees. He also holds the position 
of co-rapporteur for the 
initiative report on the Farm-to-
Fork-Strategy. 

HERBERT DORFMANN



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

Anja Hazekamp, Member of European 
Parliament (Vice-Chair of the 
Committee on the Environment, 
Public Health & Food Safety, Vice-
Chair of the Inquiry Committee on 
Animal Transport, Member of the 
Committee on Fisheries, Member 
of the Committee on Agriculture & 
Rural Development, President of the 
parliamentary Intergroup on Welfare 
and Conservation of Animals)
Anja Hazekamp is a biologist and 
animal advocate. She is a Member of 
the European Parliament since 2014, 
representing the Dutch Party for the 
Animals.
Before her election, she worked as 
a researcher at the Department for 
Lab Animal Issues at the university 
of Leiden and Utrecht, studying the 
health and welfare of genetically 
engineered animals.  She also worked 
as a senior policy advisor for several 
animal welfare NGO’s and animal 
rescue centres, such as the Dutch 
Society for the Protection of Animals, 
the Seal Rehabilitation and Rescue 

Centre and AAP Animal Advocacy and 
Protection.  
For over 30 years, she has been 
campaigning to end cages and to stop 
animal transport. She visited several 
exit ports, harbours and airports to 
investigate the animal transport 
process.
The start of Anja's political career was 
in 2007, when she was elected in the 
Provincial Council for the Party for the 
Animals, a political party not focusing 
on the short term interests of humans, 
but on the entire planet and all its 
inhabitants instead. In 2012 Anja 
also served as a Member of the Dutch 
Parliament. 
She has been a Member of the 
European Parliament since 2014. In 
2018 she was one of the initiators 
of the special committee on 
Pesticides and in 2019 she initiated 
the recently established Inquiry 
Committee on Animal 
Transport. In 2020 Anja was 
appointed as the ENVI-rapporteur 
for the EU Farm to Fork Strategy. 

ANJA HAZEKAMP

She has been leading the Commission’s 
work to coordinate the EU’s health 
response to COVID19. 
She is responsible for the establishment 
of a strong European Health Union 
and Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan. 
She is leading the new Farm to Fork 
strategy for sustainable food. Her 
responsibilities include enforcing EU 
food, animal welfare, animal and plant 
health laws. 

Previously, she was a clinical 
psychologist for the Cyprus Ministry of 
Health. In 2006-2019, she served in the 
Cyprus Parliament for the Democratic 
Rally party. She was appointed Head 
of the Cyprus Delegation to the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe (PACE). In 2017, she was 
elected President of the PACE. 

STELLA KYRIAKIDES



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

Heike Moldenhauer is Secretary General 
of ENGA (European Non-GMO Industry 
Association) since January 2021. 
Previously, she served as an EU Policy 
Advisor for VLOG (German Association 
Food without Genetic Engineering). She 
was head of section for GMO policy at 
Friends of the Earth Germany for 17 
years and active as a member of the 

GMO steering group of Friends of the 
Earth Europe. She received her degree 
in philosophy and German language 
and literature from the Free 
University in Berlin. She has been 
promoting Non-GMO food and 
agriculture in Europe for 30 years.

HEIKE MOLDENHAUER 

Diana is a young farmer from Tuscany 
where since 2008 she manages 
her family’s winery. She cultivates 
and process grapes to make Chianti 
Classico wines, olives for EVO and 
ancient grains for flour and pasta. 
Diana has been involved and active 
in Confagricoltura (ANGA) since 2012, 
when she founded the section for Siena 

of which she was President for 6 years. 
Since then she has been President at 
the regional level and Vice-President 
at the national level from 2015 to 
2019. Following that she became 
ANGA delegate for CEJA, targeting her 
experience at EU level. She is since 28 
June 2021 CEJA’s President. 

DIANA LENZI



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

Dr Jože Podgoršek was born on 17 
March 1974 as the fourth child in a 
traditional farming family and grew 
up on the family farm. Having an 
innate understanding of agriculture 
and working with the soil, he began 
his education at the Grm Secondary 
School of Agriculture and continued 
his studies at the Biotechnical Faculty, 
where he obtained his doctoral degree 
in agricultural economics. He began his 
professional career in the economic 
sector, where he became well 
acquainted with vegetable production 
and the vegetable cultivation sector in 
Slovenia. While working at the company 
Zeleni hit d.o.o., he developed, together 
with his colleagues, the production 
of vegetables and introduced new 
technological solutions to Slovenian 
vegetable growing farms.
From 2004 to 2018 he was employed 
at Grm Novo Mesto – Centre for 

Biotechnics and Tourism, where he 
became familiar with the functioning 
of the public sector. During his time at 
the school he headed a group for the 
reform of educational programmes 
in agriculture, helped establish and 
subsequently became head of the Grm 
Inter- Company Educational Centre, 
helped establish the Grm Research and 
Development Institute and was head 
of this Institute.
In March 2015 he assumed the 
position of the first Food Supply Chain 
Relationships Ombudsman. His main 
tasks included monitoring actions by 
stakeholders in the food supply chain.
In September 2018 he was appointed 
State Secretary at the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Food. He 
served until October 2020, when he 
was appointed Minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Food.

JOŽE PODGORŠEK

Jan Plagge (* 1971) studied horticulture 
at the Technical University of Munich, 
Weihensteph-an. In 1993 he switched 
his parents' business to organic 
farming and worked from 1997 to
2000 as a consultant for organic 
farming and horticulture in East 
Germany and from 1999 as
the agricultural-political spokesman 
for the organic associations in Berlin / 
Brandenburg.
From 2000 to 2008 he was managing 
director of the Bioland Producer Ring 
Bayern e.V., in particular responsible 
for the development and establishment 
of Bioland specialist advice in
Bavaria. In 2008 Jan Plagge took over 
the management of Bioland Beratung 
GmbH, where he set up a nationwide 
advisory and training program for 

Bioland and its cooperation part-
ners, and became a board member at 
FiBL (Research Institute for Organic 
Agriculture). In 2011 he was elected 
President of Bioland. From 2002 to 
2011 Jan Plagge was also head of 
the organic farming trainee program, 
the nationwide program for young 
people in the organic sector as part of 
the Federal Organic Farming Program 
(BÖLN). At the European level, he
was elected Vice President in 2016 
and President of IFOAM Organics 
Europe (then called IFOAM EU) in 
May 2018. In summer 2020, he was 
confirmed again in this position. From 
2011 to 2019, Plagge was also on 
the board of the Bund Ökologische 
Lebensmittelwirtschaft (BÖLW).

JAN PLAGGE 



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

Nikita Sajeev is a PhD researcher in 
the field of plant biotechnology at 
Wageningen University and Research, 
The Netherlands. Through her research, 
she wants to make plants more resilient 
to environmental stresses. She feels 
a strong responsibility to bridge the 
knowledge and communication gap 
between researchers, the public and 
policy makers.  Soon after the ECJ 
ruling of 2018, she co-founded the 

GeneSprout Initiative - an early career 
scientist platform for open dialogue 
on New Genomic Techniques (NGTs). 
GeneSprout has been very active in 
hosting and participating in open 
dialogue events for public and policy 
makers in Europe. They also develop 
accessible and understandable content 
about NGTs to empower the public with 
reliable information. 

NIKITA SAJEEV

Virginijus Šikšnys studied chemistry 
at Vilnius University and obtained his 
Ph.D. from Moscow State University 
before returning to Vilnius where he 
moved through different research ranks 
at the Institute of Applied Enzymology/
Institute of Biotechnology. In 1994 he 
stayed as a visiting scientist in the lab 
of Prof. Robert Huber at Max Planck 
Institute of Biochemistry in Germany. 
Since 2002 he holds the position of 
Professor of Vilnius University and is 
the Chief scientist at the Institute of 
Biotechnology. Currently he holds a chair 

of distinguished professor at Vilnius 
University and serves as chairman of 
the board of Life Science Center of 
Vilnius University. His research on the 
CRISPR-Cas has had a major impact on 
the field. His studies of the Cas9 protein 
paved the way for development of novel 
tools for genome editing applications. 
He is a member of Academia Europaea, 
EMBO, Lithuania Academy of Sciences 
and Norwegian Academy of Sciences 
and Letters. His work has been recently 
recognised with numerous awards 
and prizes including the Kavli Prize.

VIRGINIJUS ŠIKŠNYS

Dr. Ricarda Steinbrecher is a biologist 
and molecular geneticist, working 
on GMOs, their risks and impacts on 
agriculture, environment and health 
since 1995. She is now working on 
synthetic biology, gene drives and the 
new genome editing techniques. She is 
involved in UN-led processes, especially 

the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety 
and international expert groups on the 
risk assessment of GMOs and synthetic 
biology. She is based in Oxford, UK and 
is a board member of the European 
Network of Scientists for Social and 
Environmental Responsibility (ENSSER).

RICARDA STEINBRECHER 



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

European Commission Executive Vice 
President for the European Green Deal
December 2019-present

First Vice-President of the European 
Commission, in charge of Better 
Regulation,
Inter-Institutional Relations, the 
Rule of Law and the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights - 2014-2019

Minister of Foreign Affairs, The 
Netherlands - 2012-2014

Member of the Dutch parliament, 
Partij van de Arbeid (Dutch Labour 
Party) - 2010-2012 and 1998-2007

Minister of European Affairs, The 
Netherlands - 2007-2010

Senior Advisor and Private Secretary 
to High Commissioner on National 
Minorities of the OSCE Max van der 
Stoel - 1995-1998

Staff member of EU Commissioner 
Hans van den Broek - 1994-1995

Deputy Head of the EC Affairs Section, 
Directorate-General for Development
Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs., The Netherlands - 1993-1994

Second Secretary, Dutch embassy in 
Moscow - 1990-1993

Policy Officer, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, The Netherlands - 1987-1990

Postgraduate courses in European 
Law and French Literature, University 
of Nancy - 1984-1985

Degree in French language and 
literature, Radboud University 
Nijmegen - 1980-1985

FRANS TIMMERMANS

José Antonio Sobrino Maté (Madrid, 
1976) holds a degree in Agricultural 
Engineering from the Universidad 
Politécnica in Madrid. He is a member 
of the National Body of Agricultural 
Engineers of the State since 2012; 
beginning then his career in the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food, where he currently serves as 
Deputy Director for Agricultural Means 
of Production and Spanish Plant Variety 
Office. 
Throughout his career in this Ministry 
he has held different technichal 

responsabilities in the Biotechnology 
Unit, regarding the Inter-Ministerial 
Commission for GMO; and in 
the Spanish Plant Variety Office, 
regarding the marketing of seed, 
national listing of plant varieties and 
plant breeder’s rights (UPOV system).
In his current post, since 2018, the 
areas of responsibility cover fertilizers, 
agricultural machinery, plant 
genetic resources for food and 
agriculture, GMO, plant variety system 
(national listing and PBR) and 
production and marketing of plant 
reproductive material.

JOSÉ ANTONIO SOBRINO MATÉ 



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

Dr. Bernhard Url was appointed 
Executive Director of EFSA in June 
2014, having served as Acting Executive 
Director for seven months. His mandate 
for a second term in office was extended 
in June 2019 for another 5 years. Dr. 
Url joined EFSA in June 2012 as Head 
of the Risk Assessment and Scientific 
Assistance Department. A qualified 
veterinarian by training, he brings high-
level management experience from 
food-safety organisations to his role at 
EFSA.
Prior to joining the Authority, Dr. Url 
was Managing Director of the Austrian 
Agency for Health and Food Safety 
(AGES), which represents Austria on 
EFSA’s Advisory Forum. From 2008 
to March 2012, he also served as a 
member of EFSA’s Management Board.

During his 10 years at AGES, he was in 
charge of technical and scientific affairs 
with a remit that included the timely 
delivery of risk assessment and risk 
management services across a wide 
range of areas. This included ensuring 
effective risk communications during 
urgent food safety-related events.
Prior to AGES Dr. Url spent five years as 
an Assistant Professor at the Institute 
of Milk Hygiene and Milk Technology at 
the University of Veterinary Medicine 
in Vienna before running a food quality 
control laboratory from 1993 to 2002.
Dr. Url graduated from the University of 
Veterinary Medicine in Vienna in 1987 
and became a Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine in 1990. He has published in 
the field of veterinary medicine with 
a particular focus on listeria and milk 
hygiene.

BERNHARD URL

Irène Tolleret was elected mayor of 
Fontanès (Hérault, France) in 2014. 
She represented her town in the Grand 
Pic Saint-Loup community council, 
where she was vice-president in charge 
of European affairs. In 2015, after 
the regional elections, she became 
a member of the Hérault regional 
council.
Winegrower by profession, deeply 
committed to the enhancement of the 
wine wealth of her region, she fought for 
the extension of the geographical area 
of Pic Saint-Loup. She has repeatedly 
supported Europe's commitment to the 
development of the Occitania region 
through concrete projects on energy 

transition, economic development, 
innovation and solidarity.
In the 2019 European elections, Irène 
Tolleret was on the ninth position on 
the list “Renaissance” and was elected 
at the European Parliament. Since then, 
she is a member of the Committee 
on Women's Rights and Gender 
Equality, the Committee on Regional 
Development and the Committee on 
Agriculture.  In addition, she is co-
chair of the EP's Intergroup on Wine, 
Spirits and Quality Foodstuffs and is 
part of the Parliament's delegation 
for relations with Japan. She is also 
member of the European Food Forum. 

IRÈNE TOLLERET 



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

Garlich von Essen was born in Germany 
in 1964 and studied agriculture 
and economics at the University of 
Göttingen where he graduated in 1990. 
He started his professional career in the 
European Commission’s Directorate 
General for Agriculture before taking 
a scholarship at the College of Europe 
in Bruges, graduating in administrative 
and political sciences.
From 1994 to 1999 he worked in the 
European Parliament where, next to 
agricultural and structural policy, he 
worked specifically on the EU’s R&D 
policy and funding instruments. Joining 
the European seed industry in 1999 
as Director Public Affairs, he became 
Secretary General of Euroseeds (then 
ESA European Seed Association) in 
2004.
Within Euroseeds, Garlich von 
Essen is responsible for the overall 
management of the association and its 
staff, for the development of strategic 
policy campaigns on Euroseeds’ 
priority issues and for the positioning 
of Europe’s seed industry vis-à-vis EU 

and international bodies and decision 
makers. He advises the Euroseeds 
Board and Executive Committee 
and takes specific responsibility for 
outreach and advocacy strategy and 
planning.
In his personal capacity, he was 
member of the European Commission’s 
Stakeholder Dialogue Group,
advising on public consultation 
mechanisms and tools, and is Member 
of the Board of Trustees of the Max
Planck Gesellschaft, Institute for 
Plant Breeding Research Cologne. He 
also chaired the AFCC (Agri-Food-
Chain Coalition), comprising EU-level 
associations from agricultural input 
industries over farmers to trade and 
food production.
Garlich von Essen regularly lectures 
on EU public affairs at a number of 
European institutes and
organisations and is a sought-after 
public speaker on modern association 
management and agri-food policies. 
He farms in the North of Germany.

GARLICH VON ESSEN

Guy Van den Eede is an agricultural 
engineer (Catholic University Leuven, 
BE), specialised in plant molecular 
biology (State University Ghent, BE). 
He has been appointed at the Joint 
Research Centre of the European 
Commission in 1990 to provide 
technical support to the implementation 
of the EU policies on GMOs; later he 
has set up and managed the European 
Union Reference Laboratory for 
GMOs and the European Network of 
GMO Laboratories. In 2016, he was 
appointed Unit Head “Knowledge for 
Health and Consumer Safety”, covering 
life science-related files in the field 

of e.g. public health, food safety and 
security, toxicology, molecular biology 
and GMOs (with a particular focus 
on new plant breeding techniques). 
Special attention has been given to 
the impact of genomics on healthcare 
(prevention, diagnosis, treatment).
Guy Van den Eede has been appointed 
(November 2019) acting Director 
for "Health, Consumers & Reference 
Materials" and for the management 
of the Geel Site. Guy Van den Eede 
is a recognised expert in life sciences 
and has published over one hundred 
scientific papers”.

GUY VAN DEN EEDE



 SPEAKERS & PANELISTS

After studying biology (Bochum), 
a doctorate in microbial ecology 
(Gießen) and a post-doctoral period 
at the Jülich Research Centre on 
the subject of nitrification, Ralf 
Wilhelm joined the Federal Biological 
Research Centre for Agriculture and 
Forestry in Braunschweig in 2001, 
where he worked on the biosafety 
and post-marketing environmental 
monitoring of genetically modified 
plants. Other research topics were 
pollen dispersal and coexistence. 
He managed several national and 

international collaborative projects, 
including the EU-funded GRACE (2012-
2015) and G-TwYST (2014-2018) 
projects, which investigated the value 
of rat feeding studies with whole GM 
maize for the GMO risk assessment. 
Since 2017, he has been head of the 
Institute for Biosafety Research in 
Plant Biotechnology at the Julius Kühn 
Institute - Federal Research Centre 
for Cultivated Plants. He lectures at 
the Universities of Göttingen and 
Geisenheim about biotechnology and 
biosafety.

RALPH WILHELM

Dr. Dirk Zimmermann studied 
agricultural biology at the University 
of Hohenheim, followed by five years 
of research in plant physiology (where 
he missed a powerful tool like CRISPR). 

He has been working for Greenpeace 
since 2011, and his work focuses on 
genetic engineering and the broad field 
of sustainable agriculture (climate, 
biodiversity, livestock and more).

DIRK ZIMMERMANN

MSc and PhD in Microbiology and 
Genetics from the University of Vienna 
in 2000.
From 2000 to 2002 Post Doc at the 
University of Vienna working on phage 
therapy on Staphylococcus aureus 
infections .
Since 2002 in the Federal Ministry 
of Social Affairs, Health, Care and 
Consumer Protection.
Area of responsibility: gene technology, 
GM-free production and Novel Food.
Position: Deputy head of the department.

Participation on twinning projects 
with Slovakia, Slovenia and Bulgaria 
as expert and component leader for 
contained use.
Representative of Austria in the SCPAFF 
GMFF, Standing Committee for 2001/18/
EC and 2009/41/EC, WG on Interplay EC 
GMO and Pharma Regulation as well as 
on the WG on Novel Food
Chair of the Austrian Scientific 
Committee for deliberate release and 
placing on the market of GMO.

DIETMAR VYBIRAL


