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Rural poultry: productions and varied producers ...
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... with many similarities

 An extensive free range method respecting 

animal welfare, and the use of poultry adapted 

to free range

 Colored birds from rustic slow-growing strains

 A product of recognized quality 

 Flocks with limited size 

 Family farms

= « traditional poultry »



… which represent a large number of producers, 
mainly in the South and East of Europe

 Approximately 2.5 million colored breeding birds in 

Europe

= more than 400 million rural poultry produced annually in 

Europe, including 130 million Label Rouge poultry in France 

and organic production in Southern Europe

= thousands of producers, mostly family farms 

 For the whole chain: a turnover of about 2 billion euros

 A large number of other specialized operators 

concerned along the supply chain: breeders for genetic 

selection, hatchers, transporters, local small 

slaughterhouses, feed firms, stores, etc.



Rural poultry and Avian Influenza

 A difficult context since 2016, with a very virulent H5N8 virus 

spread by wild birds, affecting all types of production.

 Positions defended by ERPA: 

- No focus on free range poultry. Confinement is useful in some 

situations, but should not be systematic.

- Specificities of rural poultry are able to limit AI spreading: 

hardiness of poultry, small size of farms, low densities...

- It is important and possible to implement serious biosecurity 

measures, including for rural poultry.



ERPA’s biosecurity information sheets 

for rural poultry farmers in Europe

 Result of a work carried out by ERPA in 2016/2017 with Pf. 

Jean-Luc GUERIN, Chair for Avian Biosecurity at INP Toulouse

- Comparison of the biosecurity regulations of several Member 

states to protect against AI

- Definition of homogenous biosecurity measures for all the 

rural poultry farmers in Europe.

 1 document with 2 sheets, including the basic principles to be 

respected in a poultry farm: protection of the rearing areas 

and management of interventions, management of the 

production units independently from each other, separation 

of palmipeds/gallinaceans, protocol of use of the changing 

room, application of waiting periods, and protection of 

animal feed, water and poultry in case of Avian Influenza in 

wild birds.
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