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Combatting food waste in the EU  

European Parliament resolution of 16 May 
2017 on initiative on resource efficiency: 
reducing food waste, improving food safety 

ECA Special Report no 34/2016: Combating Food 
Waste: an opportunity for the EU to improve the 
resource-efficiency of the food supply chain 
 



SDG 12.3: By 2030, halve per capita global 
food waste at the retail and consumer 
levels and reduce food losses along 
production and supply chains, including 
post-harvest losses. 



Fighting food losses and waste at 
each stage of the food value chain 



Fight Food Waste: 
No impact on safety of the food and feed chain  

  

 

 

• Measure and monitor food waste 

• EU guidelines to facilitate food 
donation 

• Optimise safe use of food in feed 

• Promote better understanding and 
use of date marking 

• EU Platform on Food Losses and Food 
Waste 

 



Food waste prevention:  integral part of 
Circular Economy Package 



Launch of EU Platform dedicated to 
food waste prevention 



Waste legislation proposal 

The proposal reflects commitment 
to SDG 12.3 and requires MS to: 

 

• reduce food waste at each stage 
of the food supply chain 
(including households);  

• monitor food waste levels; and  

• report back on progress.   
 

 



EU food donation guidelines 



We are also taking steps to facilitate 

the use of food which is mainly for 

commercial reasons no more 

intended for human consumption as 

a resource for animal feed.  Let me 

be clear that all activities in this 

field shall not undermine the safety 

standard of the food chain. Any 

new product streams shall ascertain 

full traceability, safety of 

manufacturing, storage and 

transport. The elaboration of EU 

guidelines intends to support the 

activities of food and feed business 

operators but also control 

authorities.  

EU guidelines: former food to feed 

• Facilitate the safe feed use of former food 
• Hindrance due to legal uncertainty and unnecessary 

administrative burden should be paved away  
• Intensive consultation with authorities and stakeholders 
• Publication of the guidelines by end 2017 



Date marking 



Digital tools to promote cooperation   



Tackling food waste in the EU 

Facilitate cooperation and joined-up action!  



 

 

Thank you  


