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Introduction 
There is a need for further developments and strengthen of animal disease surveillance all 
across the EU and also in the neighbouring countries. 

This is in particular evident as regards the need to improve and adapt bluetongue surveillance, 
the need review of guidelines for AI surveillance, but also surveillance for emerging diseases 
such as RVF or WNV is an issue for the EU. 

The international dimension and characteristics of sound animal disease surveillance systems 
has been highlighted by the OIE and also in the context of the Euro-Mediterranean priorities 
and pre-Accession and Eastern neighbours. 

Better surveillance is one of the expected outcomes of the Animal Health Strategy and it is an 
essential component to Pillar 3 of the new strategy also linked with the planned new Animal 
Disease Information System. 

Surveillance is a complex essential animal disease management tool. 
The purpose of this document is to outline the context and the terms of reference of the of a 
new Task Force on Animal Disease Surveillance (TFADS) 

Challenges 
There are challenges as regards animal disease surveillance that should be addressed such as 

o It is necessary to ensure a comprehensive overview of surveillance in the EU. Several 
surveillance programmes are being implemented in the EU for different animal diseases. 
The picture is rather complex: EU harmonised vs. not harmonised; compulsory vs. 
voluntary; surveillance in free areas vs. monitoring in not-free areas; EU co-financed vs. 
not co-financed; active vs. passive; animals vs. wildlife… 

o The purposes/objectives of surveillance systems are not always sufficiently clear: In 
principle surveillance is a disease management tool that should be integrated in a context 
of pre-defined objectives and priorities in order to limit the negative impact of a disease or 
a group of diseases. 

o There are quite technical issues related to surveillance. Sampling strategies of the 
surveillance systems should be understandable and robust. Surveillance should be adapted 
for each type of disease and territory. The issue of targeted risk based surveillance vs. 
random surveillance schemes deserves especial attention. 

o Sustainability of surveillance. Priorities setting, affordability, sustainability and 
communication remain an issue because surveillance systems tend to be complex and 
difficult to understand. Support and engagement of the veterinary authorities and 
stakeholders in particular farmers and trading partners is essential and should be ensured. 
Proper communication facilitates the necessary understanding and trust. 

o New challenges on surveillance. Surveillance is an issue to be addressed also in the 
context of new animal health concepts such as compartments or the 
regional/national/wider geographical scope; the climate change challenge or the one 
health concept. On emerging diseases, the design surveillance for disease that we do not 
know the causal agent remains a challenge. Also as regards research priorities a 
fundamental question remains: Do we need new diagnostic tools for surveillance 
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A new tool to support animal disease surveillance: creation of a Task Force 
In order to address the above presented challenges the creation of a "Task Force on Animal 
Disease Surveillance (TFADS)" is proposed: 

o Context of the TFADS 

This new TFADS would be an implementing tool of the new Animal Health Strategy and 
fits with the development of the future Animal Disease Information System. The two tools 
should be integrated in the existing structures with the aim to improve the existing 
systems, in particular as regards the setting up of surveillance networks in the Euro-
Mediterranean area and other neighbour zones. 

o The objectives of the TFADS are to support the Member States and the Commission 
services on animal disease surveillance in the context of animal disease management by 
providing expertise and experience. 

o The structure of the TFADS is comprised by 5 members supported as appropriate by the 
corresponding CRL for any specific disease and eventually additional experts from the 
Member States or third countries. Also experts from and other EU agencies such as ECDC 
and international organizations such as OIE could be invited to join TFADS meetings 
when necessary. 

o The mode of operation of the TFADS is based in meetings normally held in Brussels that 
are chaired by the Commission services every three to six months. Points on the agenda of 
the meetings will be technical aspects relating to animal disease surveillance systems. For 
each meeting a final report is to be produced by the chair and will be presented to the 
Member States and delivered to all CVOs. In those reports, a number of conclusions and 
recommendations will be put forward. Meetings can exceptionally take place in Member 
States (or third country) having specific needs in order to better support the local 
veterinary authorities. The Commission may publish on its website a summary report of 
the TFADS activities and any conclusion or working document from the TFADS 
activities. 

o Composition of the TFADS: 

Christine Fourichon (FR) Armando Giovaninni (IT), Mathias Kramer (DE), Dirk Pfeiffer 
(UK), Mo Salman (USA), Antonio Pina Fonseca 

Terms of Reference of the Task Force on Animal Diseases Surveillance  
The TFADS shall, upon request of the Commission services, assist the Commission services 
and the Member States in technical matters relating to animal disease surveillance. Such 
assistance shall include in particular: 

o scientific, technical and managerial assistance as regards surveillance guidelines and 
standards, and for the design of systems and programmes for animal disease surveillance, 

o specific scientific advice on the more suitable surveillance methods and epidemiological 
tools addressing specific needs for particular diseases or territories, 

o specific scientific advice on cost-effectiveness and quality assurance of surveillance 
systems, 

o specific technical advice on setting up surveillance networks. 
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