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• EU food policy must be based on a 

comprehensive and integrated risk 

analysis approach throughout all food 

chain 

 

• Need for a more coherent, effective and dynamic EU 

food policy 

• EU food policy to be built around high food safety 

standards, taking into account a system that ensures a 

high level of protection of public health, animal health 

and welfare, plant health and the environment 

https://www.google.pt/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJt9zAxL7TAhVCzxQKHXlDA88QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/marketatgrelen/farm-to-table/&psig=AFQjCNEFJ-csyUBsQ_cujOI_Pukdmd25pA&ust=1493172626115731
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IN LINE WITH THE ‘FARM TO FORK’ APPROACH ON THE 

EU WHITE PAPER ON FOOD SAFETY 
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• New legal approach in the food domain with the introduction of the 

principles related to food safety, including feed, animal health and 

welfare, food and feed hygiene, contaminants, novel food and food 

and feed additives 

• Responsibilities for all food and feed operators 

• Traceability of food and feed and their ingredients throughout the 

whole food chain 

• Appropriate official controls in all MS, including import controls 

• Consumer information and transparency 

• Establishment of an independent European food safety authority, 

with particular responsibilities for both risk assessment and 

communication on food safety issues 
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General Food Law 

28 January 2002, REGULATION 178/2002 OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL 

• Definitions,  

• Risk analysis,  

• From farm to fork,  

• Precautionary principle,  

• Transparency,  

• Trade of food and feed,  

• Standards,  

• Responsibilities of food and feed business operators,  

• Traceability,  

• EFSA, RASFF,  

• Emergency measures 
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Lays down the general principles governing food and feed in general, and food 

and feed safety in particular, providing the basis for the assurance of a high 

level of protection of human health and consumers’ interest in relation to food 

ESTABLISHES: 

•  The European Food Safety Authority - EFSA 

• Procedures for matters with a direct or indirect impact on food and feed  

safety 

APPLIES: 

• To all stages of production, processing and distribution of food and feed, 

and the feed for food-producing animals (except primary production for 

private domestic use or to the domestic preparation, handling or storage of 

food for private domestic consumption) 

AIM AND SCOPE 
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Control Regulation 

Official control by member states:  REGULATION 882 of 29 April 2004 on 
official controls performed to ensure the verification of compliance with feed and 
food law, animal health and animal welfare 

• Definitions,  

• Obligations,   

• Competent authorities,  

• Sampling and analysis,  

• Official controls,  

• Reference laboratories,  

• Control plans,  

• Import from third countries,  

• Enforcement  
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The veterinary border control is a key factor to ensure that the live animals 
and animal products entering to the European Union are safe and meeting 
the specific import conditions laid down in the Union legislation. 

 

The imported live animals and animal products present the highest level of 
risks as they can transmit serious human and animal diseases. Therefore it 
is necessary to subject them to specific controls at their point of entry, so 
called Veterinary Border Inspection Posts(BIPs). 

 

A consignment of live animals or animal products can only enter into the 
EU, if it has satisfactorily undergone the specific checks and a Common 
Veterinary Entry Document (CVED) is issued from TRACES (Trade Control 
and Expert System).TRACES is a centralised database which allows the 
monitoring of consignments of live animals and animal products checked at 
the BIPs. TRACES may automatically exchange data on import controls with 
customs authorities, which has enabled DG TAXUD and DG SANTE to 
develop an EU CVED Single Window project. 

 
 

Veterinary border control 
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https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/vet-border-control/bip_en
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The European Union is a major importer of food and feed. Strict import 
rules with respect to food and feed hygiene, consumer safety and animal 
health status aim at assuring that all imports fulfill the same high 
standards as products from the EU itself. Import controls are crucial in 
verifying compliance of food and feed products with relevant requirements. 

 

Current approach to import controls varies according to the sector. 

 

Mandatory channeling of products to border control entities and uniform 
frequencies for checks apply to live animals, products of animal origin, 
plants and plant products because of the risk those commodities might 
pose in relation to animal or plant health respectively. 
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The vast majority of other products of relevance for the food chain is not 
channeled through specific border entities and doesn't need to undergo 
mandatory checks prior to their entry into the EU. It concerns for example 
feed and food which are of non-animal origin - including certain composite 
products, additives and other substances that might impact on the 
characteristics of food and feed, or materials intended to enter into contact 
with food. 

 

One notable exception is food and feed of non-animal origin which is 
temporarily subject to mandatory border controls due to the existence of 
an identified risk (i.e. the products listed under Regulation (EC) No 
669/2009). 

 

Official controls on imported products 
(2) 
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Basic Assignment of Border Control 

Department 
 

 performs  supervision and control of products 
and goods import through the state border 
control points, free warehouses  and customs 
warehouses 

 

 controls import, export and transit of 
products and animals subordinated to the 
border control preventing from distribution of 
products and diseases hazardous for consumer 
health and life as well as for environment 
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Structure of BCD  

Border Control 
Department 

DIRECTOR   Assistant of Director 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF (9) 

Deputy Director in 
Food and non-food control 

issues 
Senior Expert  

Expert 
 

Deputy Director in 
Phytosanitary border 

control issues 
 

Senior Expert 
 

 

Deputy Director in 
Veterinary border control 

issues 
 

Senior Expert  

BIP Riga  

BIP Grebneva  

BIP Terehova  

BIP Paternieki  

BIP Silene  

BIP Rezekne ( 

BIP Daugavpils ( 

BIP Liepaja  

BIP Ventspils Port  Mersrags Port 

BIP’s  STAFF (93) 

 BIP Airport „Riga”  
Latvian post office 

Skulte Port 

BFT 

Customs warehouses 

Explanation 

Border inspectors who are authorized to 
carry out  control of food and nonfood (59) 

Border inspectors who are authorized to 
carry out phytosanitary control   (32)  

Border inspectors who are authorized to 
carry out veterinary control   (41) 

The total number of inspektors in the 
border control (X) 

Administrative subordination 
_________________ 

 
Professional subordination     _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _  

Director General of 
FVS 
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The BCD performs controls on: 

 live animals and animal origin products  (CD 
2007/275 EC)  

 

 plants and plant products (Council Directive 
2002/29/EC  Annex V) 

 

 food and feed  (Regulations (EC) No 669/2009; 
884/2014) 

 food and materials and products intended to be in 
contact with food products (Regulation (EC) No 
882/2004;765/2008; 1935/2004) 

 medicines for human and veterinary drugs 
(Regulation (EC) No 765/2008; Directive 
2001/82/EC) 
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Breakdown by type of  controls at  FVS BIP`s   
Years 2013-2017 
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Comparison of accepted and rejected consignments  
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Laboratory-tested consignments 
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TRACES 

          

 

 

 

 

Within the framework of the pilot project Speed 2 of the European Commission from 
20.09.2015 TRACES is linked to the Electronic Customs Data Processing System 
(EMDAS)    

From 10.12.2015. 
phytosanitary field 

From 01.05.2004. 
veterinary field 

From 01.06.2014. 
food field 
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1) Harmonized legislation to achieve the same 
standards 

2) Harmonized data sets and data dictionaries 
3) Established communication protocols in the 

EU MS and with third countries 
4) Electronic and simplified functions 
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  Inspector should be checked that the live 
animals /products: 

 

 • come from a third country or a part of a third country that 
appears on a Community list, 

 • come from an establishment that appears on a list, 

 • carry a health or identification mark, 

 • are accompanied by a certificate issued by the 
representative of the competent authority of the third country, 

 • comply with the animal health requirements of Directive 
2002/99/EC 

  



Food safety 

25 

Live animal movement from non-EU countries 

 

 

 
• The movement of live animals is strictly 

regulated by Commission Regulation (EU) No 
206/2010 laying down lists of third countries, 
territories or parts thereof authorized for the 
introduction into the European Union of certain 
animals and fresh meat and the veterinary 
certification requirements.   
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1) Verification on the enforcement activities on personal luggage checks against 
the requirements of (EC) No 206/2009 on POAO in personal luggage 

 

Two level  (CCA and BIP level) verification system  with defined criteria on personal luggage 
checks enforcement implemented since year 2005 by regular border crossing points 
inspections 

  

2) Common extraordinary actions on border crossing points together with customs  
within the framework of cooperation agreement between FVS and Customs Board 
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Verification on the enforcement activities on personal 
luggage checks  

  BCD performs two level (CCA and BIP level) verification 
on personal luggage checks enforcement since year 
2005 by regular border crossing points surveillance. 

 Surveillance criteria: 

1.Organization of illegal import checks 

2.Training – by whom, when, number of trained staff 

3.Instructions available/updated 

4.Information to public- posters, leaflets available and 
updated 
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The controls on empty livestock vehicles are required by 
Decision 2013/426/EU are carried out by FVS staff at the 
road BIPs. 

The enforcement of 100% documentary and physical 
checks for returning livestock vehicles from Belarus, 
Ukraine, Moldova, Russia  by verifying details in the 
declaration and vehicle conformity with the rules, notably 
cleanliness and disinfection 

the most important of which being the need to verify that 
the disinfectants used and the concentrations thereof 

are appropriate for the African Swine Fever virus. 
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