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Preventing and combatting gender-based 
violence against women and domestic violence

Fields marked with * are mandatory.

Introduction

About this consultation

Topic: Preventing and combatting gender-based violence against women and domestic violence
 
Target audience
The Commission seeks to gather input from the widest possible range of stakeholders, including individual 
citizens, civil society organisations, social partners, equality bodies, Member States and national 
authorities. Member States will also be consulted through a targeted consultation.
 
This consultation is directed towards all stakeholders with an interest in the topic.

Why we are consulting
Violence against women is one of the most persistent forms of gender-based discrimination in Europe. 
‘Gender-based violence against women ‘or ‘violence against women’ refers to violence directed against a 
woman because she is a woman. It can also be violence that affects women disproportionately, such as 
rape and other sexual crime. In addition, domestic violence – against women and other victims such as 
children, men, people with disabilities and older persons – continues to affect many families. Domestic 
violence means violence that occurs within the family or domestic unit, or between former or current 
partners, regardless of whether the perpetrator shares the same residence as the victim.
 
The European Commission launches this consultation to gather the views of the public on the measures 
taken by the EU Member States to address gender-based violence against women and domestic violence.
 
The purpose of the consultation is to inform the Commission’s work on further measures for improved, 
coordinated prevention of and protection against this kind of violence.
 
This public consultation forms part of the evidence gathering the Commission is carrying out in preparation 
for a legislative initiative to prevent and combat gender-based violence and domestic violence. The initiative 
was announced by President von der Leyen in connection with the State of the European Union 2020 
speech in September 2020, and is included in the Commission Work Programme for late 2021. Because 
this consultation aims to provide evidence to support the Commission’s work more broadly, the questions 
are general in scope.
 
Responding to the questionnaire
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You can contribute to this consultation by filling in the online questionnaire. If you are unable to use the 
questionnaire, please contact us using the email address below.

The questionnaire is available in all official EU languages except Irish.

The consultation is divided into five sections. You may respond to one, several or all of the sections. At the 
end of the questionnaire, you will also be able to upload a document, if you wish to do so. There, you can 
inform us of topics that are not specifically covered in the questionnaire. You can also save your replies and 
get back to the questionnaire at a later stage. Please make sure to submit the questionnaire before the end 
of the consultation period.

A glossary further clarifies the terms used.

For reasons of transparency, organisations and businesses taking part in the Commission’s public 
consultations are asked to register in the EU’s Transparency Register.

The views reflected in this questionnaire do not prejudge the contents of any upcoming measures taken by 
the Commission.

In order to ensure a fair and transparent consultation process, only responses received through this online 
questionnaire will be taken into account. They will be included in a report summarising the responses. This 
report will be made available on the Have your say portal [hyperlink to be added] after the consultations 
have closed.

Personal data and privacy statement
The European Union is committed to protecting your personal data and to respecting your privacy. When 
carrying out public consultations, we adhere to the policy on “protection of individuals with regard to the 
processing of personal data by the Community institutions”, based on Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 on 
processing of personal data by the EU institutions.

Further information on the information on the protection of your personal data is available here.

About you

Language of my contribution
Bulgarian
Croatian
Czech
Danish
Dutch
English
Estonian
Finnish
French

*
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German
Greek
Hungarian
Irish
Italian
Latvian
Lithuanian
Maltese
Polish
Portuguese
Romanian
Slovak
Slovenian
Spanish
Swedish

I am giving my contribution as
Academic/research institution
Business association
Company/business organisation
Consumer organisation
EU citizen
Environmental organisation
Non-EU citizen
Non-governmental organisation (NGO)
Public authority
Trade union
Other

First name

Surname

*

*

*
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Email (this won't be published)

Scope
International
Local
National
Regional

Level of governance
Local Authority
Local Agency

Level of governance
Parliament
Authority
Agency

Organisation name
255 character(s) maximum

Organisation size
Micro (1 to 9 employees)
Small (10 to 49 employees)
Medium (50 to 249 employees)
Large (250 or more)

Transparency register number
255 character(s) maximum

Check if your organisation is on the . It's a voluntary database for organisations seeking to transparency register
influence EU decision-making.

Country of origin
Please add your country of origin, or that of your organisation.

Afghanistan Djibouti Libya Saint Martin

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/homePage.do?redir=false&locale=en
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Åland Islands Dominica Liechtenstein Saint Pierre 
and Miquelon

Albania Dominican 
Republic

Lithuania Saint Vincent 
and the 
Grenadines

Algeria Ecuador Luxembourg Samoa
American 
Samoa

Egypt Macau San Marino

Andorra El Salvador Madagascar São Tomé and 
Príncipe

Angola Equatorial 
Guinea

Malawi Saudi Arabia

Anguilla Eritrea Malaysia Senegal
Antarctica Estonia Maldives Serbia
Antigua and 
Barbuda

Eswatini Mali Seychelles

Argentina Ethiopia Malta Sierra Leone
Armenia Falkland Islands Marshall 

Islands
Singapore

Aruba Faroe Islands Martinique Sint Maarten
Australia Fiji Mauritania Slovakia
Austria Finland Mauritius Slovenia
Azerbaijan France Mayotte Solomon 

Islands
Bahamas French Guiana Mexico Somalia
Bahrain French 

Polynesia
Micronesia South Africa

Bangladesh French 
Southern and 
Antarctic Lands

Moldova South Georgia 
and the South 
Sandwich 
Islands

Barbados Gabon Monaco South Korea
Belarus Georgia Mongolia South Sudan
Belgium Germany Montenegro Spain
Belize Ghana Montserrat Sri Lanka
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Benin Gibraltar Morocco Sudan
Bermuda Greece Mozambique Suriname
Bhutan Greenland Myanmar

/Burma
Svalbard and 
Jan Mayen

Bolivia Grenada Namibia Sweden
Bonaire Saint 
Eustatius and 
Saba

Guadeloupe Nauru Switzerland

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Guam Nepal Syria

Botswana Guatemala Netherlands Taiwan
Bouvet Island Guernsey New Caledonia Tajikistan
Brazil Guinea New Zealand Tanzania
British Indian 
Ocean Territory

Guinea-Bissau Nicaragua Thailand

British Virgin 
Islands

Guyana Niger The Gambia

Brunei Haiti Nigeria Timor-Leste
Bulgaria Heard Island 

and McDonald 
Islands

Niue Togo

Burkina Faso Honduras Norfolk Island Tokelau
Burundi Hong Kong Northern 

Mariana Islands
Tonga

Cambodia Hungary North Korea Trinidad and 
Tobago

Cameroon Iceland North 
Macedonia

Tunisia

Canada India Norway Turkey
Cape Verde Indonesia Oman Turkmenistan
Cayman Islands Iran Pakistan Turks and 

Caicos Islands
Central African 
Republic

Iraq Palau Tuvalu

Chad Ireland Palestine Uganda
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Chile Isle of Man Panama Ukraine
China Israel Papua New 

Guinea
United Arab 
Emirates

Christmas 
Island

Italy Paraguay United 
Kingdom

Clipperton Jamaica Peru United States
Cocos (Keeling) 
Islands

Japan Philippines United States 
Minor Outlying 
Islands

Colombia Jersey Pitcairn Islands Uruguay
Comoros Jordan Poland US Virgin 

Islands
Congo Kazakhstan Portugal Uzbekistan
Cook Islands Kenya Puerto Rico Vanuatu
Costa Rica Kiribati Qatar Vatican City
Côte d’Ivoire Kosovo Réunion Venezuela
Croatia Kuwait Romania Vietnam
Cuba Kyrgyzstan Russia Wallis and 

Futuna
Curaçao Laos Rwanda Western 

Sahara
Cyprus Latvia Saint 

Barthélemy
Yemen

Czechia Lebanon Saint Helena 
Ascension and 
Tristan da 
Cunha

Zambia

Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo

Lesotho Saint Kitts and 
Nevis

Zimbabwe

Denmark Liberia Saint Lucia

The Commission will publish all contributions to this public consultation. You can choose whether you 
would prefer to have your details published or to remain anonymous when your contribution is published. Fo
r the purpose of transparency, the type of respondent (for example, ‘business association, 
‘consumer association’, ‘EU citizen’) country of origin, organisation name and size, and its 

 transparency register number, are always published. Your e-mail address will never be published.
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Opt in to select the privacy option that best suits you. Privacy options default based on the type of 
respondent selected

Contribution publication privacy settings
The Commission will publish the responses to this public consultation. You can choose whether you would like 
your details to be made public or to remain anonymous.

Anonymous
The type of respondent that you responded to this consultation as, your 
country of origin and your contribution will be published as received. Your 
name will not be published. Please do not include any personal data in the 
contribution itself.
Public
Your name, the type of respondent that you responded to this consultation 
as, your country of origin and your contribution will be published.

Contribution publication privacy settings
The Commission will publish the responses to this public consultation. You can choose whether you would like 
your details to be made public or to remain anonymous.

Anonymous
Only organisation details are published: The type of respondent that you 
responded to this consultation as, the name of the organisation on whose 
behalf you reply as well as its transparency number, its size, its country of 
origin and your contribution will be published as received. Your name will not 
be published. Please do not include any personal data in the contribution 
itself if you want to remain anonymous.
Public 
Organisation details and respondent details are published: The type of 
respondent that you responded to this consultation as, the name of the 
organisation on whose behalf you reply as well as its transparency number, 
its size, its country of origin and your contribution will be published. Your 
name will also be published.

I agree with the personal data protection provisions

Section I: How to effectively prevent gender-based violence and 
domestic violence

1. In your view, how important is it that your Member State takes measures to 
prevent violence against women and domestic violence?

*

*

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/specific-privacy-statement
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Very important
Important
Not very important
Not important at all

2. To your knowledge, what measures have been taken in your Member State to 
prevent violence against women and domestic violence?
[Multiple choice possible]

Awareness-raising on violence against women and domestic violence 
among the general public;
Training of the relevant professionals (law enforcement authorities, judicial 
authorities, social and health professionals, teachers etc.);
Teaching on non-discrimination, gender equality and non-violent 
communication topics in schools;
Work with boys and men;
Work with perpetrators;
No measures at all;
Other measures.

Please explain [free text.]
400 character(s) maximum

3. Are you aware of prevention programmes set up at the national or local levels for 
perpetrators of violence against women or domestic violence?

Yes
No

4. In your opinion, how important is it to challenge harmful gender stereotypes in 
order to prevent violence against women and domestic violence?

Very important
Important
Not very important
Not important at all

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum
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5. In your opinion, what measures should be taken, if any, to challenge harmful 
gender stereotypes to prevent violence against women and domestic violence?
Please explain [free text].

400 character(s) maximum

6. To your knowledge, in which sectors have efforts been made to support the 
prevention of violence against women and domestic violence in your Member 
State?
[Multiple choice possible]

The media;
The private sector;
The public sector including governmental, municipal and/or local bodies;
The information and communication technology (ICT) sector, including social 
media;
Cultural and creative sectors;
Sport and physical activity sectors;
Other sectors;
I have not seen that any such efforts have been made.

 
If efforts have been made and this information is available to you, please specify 
what kinds of actions there have been.
Please explain [free text].

400 character(s) maximum

7. If in your view the measures taken in your Member State to prevent this kind of 
violence are ineffective, why do you think that is?
[Multiple choice possible]

Too few preventive measures are taken in my Member State;
Prevention measures are taken in my Member State but they do not cover 
my geographical area;
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The professionals who come in contact with victims or perpetrators have 
insufficient knowledge on this kind of violence to prevent it;
Insufficient resources are made available to the relevant professionals / 
other actors for preventing violence against women and domestic violence;
Insufficient resources are made available to the relevant professionals/other 
actors to reach out to women in particularly vulnerable positions (e.g. 
migrant women and victims of trafficking);
The general public is not sufficiently aware of this kind of violence or sees it 
as a private matter;
There are not enough services and activities offered to empower survivors 
and encourage them to break the silence;
I do not think this kind of violence can be prevented.
I think the measures taken are effective.
Other.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

8. In your opinion, which (further) measures, if any, would be needed to better 
prevent violence against women and domestic violence in your Member State?
[Multiple choice possible]

Awareness-raising on violence against women and domestic violence 
among the general public;
Training of the relevant professionals (law enforcement authorities, judicial 
authorities, social and health professionals, teachers, cultural workers, youth 
leaders, sports staff etc.) so that they can better identify signs of violence 
before it (re-)occurs;
Teaching non-discrimination, gender equality and non-violent 
communication topics in schools;
Work with perpetrators;
Other measures.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum
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9. In your view, would additional measures be necessary to ensure coordination 
among prevention services, including national authorities and / or non-
governmental organisations? If yes, what measures should they be?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

Section II: Access to justice, protection from further violence and 
compensation

10. To your knowledge, do the law enforcement authorities and judicial authorities 
of your Member State ensure an appropriate follow-up to reports of violence 
against women and domestic violence?

Yes, law enforcement authorities do
Yes, judicial authorities do
Yes, both of them do
No
I don't know

11. To your knowledge, in your Member State, are victims of violence against 
women and domestic violence informed of their rights, the services they can turn 
to, and the follow-up given to their complaint (including the options available to 
them, the charges, the progress of the investigation or proceedings, and their role 
therein, as well as the outcome of their case)?

Yes
Partially (e.g. the information referred to is not easily accessible or not 
available on all issues mentioned above )
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum
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12. To your knowledge, in your Member State, do victims of violence against 
women and domestic violence receive the information mentioned above in a timely 
manner and in a language they understand?
[Multiple choice possible]

The information is easily available;
The information is difficult to find;
The information is inconsistent and spread over different sources;
The information is not available in all languages needed;
The information is not provided quickly enough;
Something else I would like to flag.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

13. To your knowledge, do the law enforcement and justice authorities treat victims 
of gender-based and domestic violence, as well as child witnesses, in a gender-
sensitive and child friendly manner?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

14. Are sanctions, in your opinion, sufficient in your Member State for gender-
based and domestic violence offences?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum



14

15. To your knowledge, do the relevant authorities or services ensure that risk 
factors, such as serious safety concerns of the victim and risk of repeated violence, 
are sufficiently take into account at all stages of investigation and court 
proceedings?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

 
16. To your knowledge, are protection orders (including barring orders) used to 
protect potential victims from (further) violence? If yes, are they effective?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

17. To your knowledge, is information available in your Member State on how 
victims of violence against women or domestic violence can obtain compensation 
(from the offender and/or from the state)?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

18. To your knowledge, do victims of violence against women or domestic violence 
receive compensation from the offender?

Yes
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No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

If yes, would you describe the process of receiving and executing compensation 
from the offender as:

A fairly straightforward process;
It is relatively straightforward to have a court’s decision on compensation, 
but difficult to have it executed from the offender;
The process is difficult and long.

19. In case you were entitled for compensation covered by the state, would you 
describe the process:

A fairly straightforward process;
It is relatively straightforward to have a court’s decision on compensation, 
but difficult to have it executed from the state;
The process is difficult and long.

20. Do you consider that further measures to improve access to justice in matters 
of violence against women and domestic violence could improve the situation of 
victims?

Yes, at national level
Yes, at EU level
Yes, at both national and EU level
No
I don't know

Please explain. If yes, which measures should be taken?
[Free text]

400 character(s) maximum

Section III: Supporting victims of violence against women and 
domestic violence
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21. To your knowledge, are support services (general or specialised) available to 
victims of gender-based and domestic violence in your Member State?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

22. Have you or someone in your family or close relationships used the general 
support services in your Member State? If so, please explain which services (e.g. 
social, health or employment services) and their usefulness.

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

23. To your knowledge, do general support services systematically take into 
account the needs of victims of violence against women and domestic violence in 
your Member State?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

24. To your knowledge, do general support services systematically take into 
account the special needs of child victims and child witnesses of domestic violence 
based on a child-sensitive approach (taking due account of the child’s age, 
maturity, views, needs and concerns)?
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Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

25. To your knowledge, do general support services refer victims to appropriate 
specialist services in your Member State?

Yes
No
I don't know

If yes, to which specialist support services are victims usually referred to?
[multiple choice possible]

psychological support services;
health services;
legal counselling services;
helplines for victims;
financial support services;
housing services; including interim accommodation such as shelters;
other.

26. To your knowledge, are there specialist support services in your Member State 
which are accessible only to women victims of gender-based or domestic violence?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

27. To you knowledge, are there specialist support services in your Member State 
which are accessible to male victims of domestic violence?

Yes
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No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

28. To your knowledge, do these specialist support services systematically take 
into account the special needs of child victims and child witnesses of domestic 
violence based on a child-sensitive approach?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

29. To your knowledge, are support services accessible to persons with disabilities 
(i.e. availability of barrier free environment, easy to read and understand language, 
sign language interpretation, etc.)?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

30. To your knowledge, are support services available to all women victims of 
violence without discrimination on grounds such as racial or ethnic origin, religion 
or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
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400 character(s) maximum

31. To your knowledge, are measures taken in your Member State to ensure that 
victims of violence against women and domestic violence receive information on 
support services available to them in a timely manner and in a language they 
understand? If so, which measures?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

32. To your knowledge, are professionals adequately trained to work with victims of 
violence against women and domestic violence, or with perpetrators of said 
violence?

Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

33. To your knowledge, is the training provided by non-governmental organisations?
Yes
No
I don't know

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

34. Do you consider that further measures should be taken to improve the support 
to victims of violence against women and domestic violence?
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Yes, at national level
Yes, at EU level
Yes, at national and EU level
No
I don't know

Please explain. If yes, which measures should be taken?
[Free text.]

400 character(s) maximum

Section IV: Specific forms of violence against women

A. Sex-based and sexual harassment

35. EU law requires the Member States to prohibit sex-based and sexual 
harassment in employment and occupation. In your view, are there gaps in 
protection against sex-based and sexual harassment in your Member State, in that:
[Multiple choice possible]

Sex-based harassment is not prohibited by law;
Sex-based harassment is prohibited by law but it is not clearly prohibited in 
all work settings (e.g. outside the physical place of employment, in the 
informal economy such as platform work or domestic work, or the prohibition 
does not cover harassment perpetrated by customers and other third 
parties);
Sex-based harassment is prohibited by law but not outside the field of 
employment;
Sex-based harassment is prohibited by law but the provisions are 
ineffectively enforced in practice;
Sex-based harassment is not considered a real problem by the general 
public;
Remedies available in cases of sex-based harassment are insufficient;
Support available to victims of sex-based harassment is insufficient;
Sanctions against sex-based harassment are not sufficient/persuasive;
Other.

Please explain [free text].
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400 character(s) maximum

36. Are you aware of anti-harassment policies or guidelines developed by the 
government or social partners on tackling sex-based harassment at work?

Yes, government guidelines
Yes, guidelines from social partners
Yes, both government and social partners’guidelines
No

37. Are you aware of a workplace policy on sex-based harassment in your 
company, including but not limited to identification, prevention and control of risks, 
complaint and investigation procedures, as well as trainings and awareness raising?

Yes
No

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

38. Are you aware of training provided in your Member State to employer 
representatives, such as human resources staff, or employees on tackling sex-
based harassment at work?

Yes
No

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

39. Do you know which national authorities or other bodies you can contact in your 
Member State in cases of sex-based harassment at work?

Yes
No.

B. Gendered online content



22

40. In your experience, has illegal and harmful gendered online content become 
more common in recent years in your Member State?

Yes
No
I don't know.

41. In your experience, what forms of illegal gendered online content are the most 
common?
[Multiple choice possible]

Cyber-stalking;
Cyber-harassment on the ground of gender;
Illegal sharing of private information, such as photos;
Impersonation (pretending to be another person);
Recruitment and exploitation of trafficked persons;
Gender-based hate speech (illegal expressions which spread, incite, 
promote or justify hatred based on sex/gender);
Other.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

42. In your experience, do perpetrators explicitly state online that their behaviour is 
based on the victim’s gender?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain. How is it known that an online behaviour targets someone because 
of their gender?
[Free text.]

400 character(s) maximum

43. In your opinion, what measures should online platforms take to combat illegal 
and harmful gendered online content?
[Multiple choice possible]
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Establish policies on illegal and harmful gendered content and inform users 
of these policies and the effects of policy breaches;
Maintain an effective ‘notice and action’ system to allow users to report this 
kind of content to the platform for potential removals;
Employ appropriately trained and resourced content moderation teams to 
identify illegal gendered content before it is published / verify the illegality of 
content flagged by users;
Detect illegal gendered content using automated tools;
Cooperate with national authorities of EU Member States, including by 
systematically responding to requests from law enforcement authorities;
Cooperate with trusted civil society organisations with proven expertise to 
report illegal gender-based content for fast analysis (“trusted flaggers”);
Cooperate with other online platforms to develop best practices on tackling 
gendered content;
Other measures;
There is no need for any measures.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

44. In your opinion, if online platforms establish specific policies on illegal and 
harmful gendered content, which elements should these policies contain? The 
policies should:
[Multiple choice possible]

Cover gendered content sufficiently broadly;
Inform users about who can access the information provided by a user and 
how the user can limit these access rights;
Inform users of how to seek assistance from the platform and explain what 
complaint mechanisms are available;
Inform users of how to seek assistance from national authorities;
Inform users of how to seek assistance from civil society organisations;
Contain other elements;
There is no need for separate policies on illegal and harmful gendered online 
content.
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Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

45. In your opinion, if equality bodies in the EU Member States had powers to 
address illegal gendered online content, which powers should they have?
[Multiple choice possible]

To provide information and advice to individuals who consider themselves 
targeted by illegal gender-based online content;
To provide support to such individuals or direct them to external support 
services for victims of violence;
To provide legal advice to victims;
To represent complainants in court;
To act as amicus curiae or expert in court cases concerning illegal gendered 
online content;
To publish independent reports on the situation in the Member State as 
regards illegal gendered online content and issue recommendations in this 
regard;
To provide training to relevant professionals;
Other powers;
No powers.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

46. Are there other aspects you would like to mention in addressing illegal 
gendered online content? How could these issues be addressed?

400 character(s) maximum

C. Harmful practices

47. Have measures been taken, to your knowledge, to prevent harmful practices 
targeting women (female genital mutilation, early, child and forced marriages, 
forced sterilisation and forced abortion, and so-called honour related violence) in 
your Member State? If yes, what are they?
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Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

48. Are you aware of protection or support programmes for victims of harmful 
practices targeting women in your Member State?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

49. Do you think the existing preventive, intervention or support measures for 
victims of harmful practices against women are effective?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain. If no, please explain why not.
[Free text.]

400 character(s) maximum

50. Have you or someone in your family or close relationships used the preventive 
or support measures available for victims of harmful practices as set out above? If 
so, please explain which measures and their usefulness.

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
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400 character(s) maximum

51. To your knowledge, in your Member State, is psychological and gynaecological 
care, including reconstructive surgery, available to victims of female genital 
mutilation, forced abortion and forced sterilisation?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

52. To your knowledge, in your Member State, are there surveys and/or 
estimations on the prevalence of harmful practices against women and girls? If yes, 
please explain who collects the data and if estimations on girls and women at risk 
are included.

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

D. Trafficking in human beings and sexual exploitation of women and girls

53. Have measures been taken in your Member State to prevent trafficking in 
human beings as gender-based violence?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum
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54. Are there other aspects of sexual exploitation of women and girls than 
trafficking that should, in your opinion, be addressed in EU law? If so, which ones 
are those?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

Section V: other aspects related to violence against women and 
domestic violence

55. To your knowledge, in your Member State, is data being regularly collected on 
gender-based violence against women and domestic violence?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

56. If data is being collected, to your knowledge, is it disaggregated by at least on 
following characteristic: sex, age, type of violence, the relationship of the 
perpetrator to the victim, geographical location, disability, migrant background or 
something else?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum
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57. Are there aspects of gender-based violence or domestic violence targeting 
women with disabilities that, in your opinion, are not addressed by the general 
measures against domestic violence of your Member State? Which ones?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

58. Are there specific aspects of inter-generational violence (violence between 
parents and children, violence against older persons in family settings) that, in your 
opinion, are not addressed by the general measures against domestic violence of 
your Member State? Which ones?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

59. To your knowledge, in your Member State, have the measures to address 
psychological violence, including coercive control, been effective?

Yes
No
I don't know
I’m not aware of any specific measures.

Please explain. If no, please explain why not [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

60. To your knowledge, in your Member State, have the measures to address 
economic violence been effective?

Yes
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No
I don't know
I’m not aware of any specific measures.

Please explain. If no, please explain why not [free text]. 
 

400 character(s) maximum

61. To your knowledge, in your Member State, have the measures to tackle sexual 
violence been effective?

Yes
No
I don't know
I’m not aware of any specific measures.

Please explain. If no, please explain why not [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

62. To your knowledge, in your Member State, are specialised support services 
available for victims of sexual violence?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain. If yes, what are they?
[Free text.]

400 character(s) maximum

63. In your opinion, are there regional differences in the availability of preventive, 
protection and support services regarding gender-based violence against women 
or domestic violence?

Yes
No
I don't know.
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Please explain. 
If yes, which differences are there?
[Free text].

400 character(s) maximum

64. To your knowledge, do NGOs encounter issues (concerning e.g. the stability of 
funding, their powers under the national legislation) in their work on gender-based 
violence and domestic violence?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

65. In your view, are there (other) aspects of gender-based violence or domestic 
violence that are not (fully) covered by the legislation of your Member State? Which 
ones?

Yes
No
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
400 character(s) maximum

66. In your view, what has been the extent of the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak 
on gender-based and domestic violence in your Member State?

No impact
Moderate impact
Severe impact
I don't know.

Please explain [free text].
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400 character(s) maximum

If you would like to submit an additional document in support of your submission, 
please upload your file here.

Thank you for your submission!

Glossary

: a woman or a girl who has left her country of origin to seek Asylum-seeking women and girls
international protection.

Child: any person below 18 years of age.

Child marriage: any formal marriage or informal union between a child under the age of 18 and an adult or 
another child.

Civil society: all forms of social action carried out by individuals or groups who are not connected to or 
managed by the state.

Coercive control: oppressive conduct that is typically characterised by tactics to intimidate, degrade, 
isolate and control the victim. Can be combined with physical abuse and sexual coercion.

Early marriage: marriage of individuals whose level of physical, emotional, sexual and psychosocial 
development makes them unable to freely and fully consent to marriage. Includes child marriage.

Economic violence: Economic violence can take the form of property damage, restricted access to 
financial resources, education or the labour market, or not complying with economic responsibilities, such 
as alimony.

Family member: the spouse; a person living with the victim in a committed intimate relationship; a person 
living with the victim in in a joint household on a stable and continuous basis; relatives of the victim in direct 
line, siblings and dependants of the victim.

Female genital mutilation (FGM): procedures that involve partial or total removal of the external female 
genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical reasons.

Forced : intentional termination of a pregnancy without the prior and informed consent of the abortion
victim (woman or girl).

Domestic : all acts of physical, sexual, psychological or economic violence that occur within the violence
family or domestic unit, or between former or current spouses or partners, regardless of whether the 
perpetrator shares or has shared the same residence with the victim. Domestic violence can target anyone 
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in the family unit and covers for instance women, men, children, the elderly and same-sex partners.

Gender: social attributes and opportunities associated with being female and male.

Gender : prejudiced actions or thoughts based on the perception that women are not equal to men in bias
rights and dignity.

Gender-based violence against women: violence that is directed against a woman because she is a 
woman, or that affects women disproportionately.

Gender stereotype: a generalised view about attributes or characteristics, or the roles that should be 
performed by women and men in a given society. A gender stereotype is harmful when it limits women’s 
and men’s capacities to develop personal abilities, pursue careers or make other life choices.

Gender-sensitive: policies that take into account the particularities pertaining to the lives of both women 
and men, while aiming to eliminate inequalities and promote gender equality, including an equal distribution 
of resources, thus taking into account the gender dimension.

General support services: help offered by public authorities through for instance social services, health 
services and employment services. General support services provide long-term help and are not 
exclusively designed for crime victims, but serve the public at large.

Re-victimisation, secondary victimisation: when the victim suffers further harm due to the manner in 
which institutions and individuals handle the victim. Secondary victimisation may be caused, for instance, 
by repeated exposure of the victim to the perpetrator, repeated interrogation about the same facts or the 
use of inappropriate or insensitive language by those who come into contact with the victim.

So-called “honour crimes”: acts of violence that are disproportionately, though not exclusively, committed 
against girls and women, because family members consider that certain suspected, perceived or actual 
behaviours bring dishonour to the family or community.

Specialist support services: support services provided to victims with specific needs, including victims of 
gender-based and domestic violence. Specialist support services can include social, emotional, 
psychological and financial support, as well as practical and legal support.

Trafficking in human beings: crime, which consists of the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 
or reception of persons. Control over the victim is attained through the threat of force or use of force or 
other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 
vulnerability, or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having 
control over another person. The purpose is the exploitation of the trafficked person. Exploitation includes 
prostitution and other forms of sexual exploitation.

Victim: a natural person who has suffered harm, including physical, mental or emotional harm or economic 
loss, which was directly caused by a criminal offence. The term also covers family members of a person 
whose death was directly caused by a criminal offence, who have suffered harm because of that person's 
death.



33

Violence against women: all acts that result or are likely to result in physical, sexual, psychological or 
economic harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.

Women: women in all their diversity and girls under the age of 18.




