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Highlights
In 2023, there were 1 537 588 police officers, 75 333 professional judges and 264 662 employees in adult prisons
in the EU.The proportion of women as police officers, professional judges and prison personnel in the EU continued
to increase in 2023.

This article presents personnel statistics for police, courts, and prisons in Europe, including the number of
employees and the proportion of women. Data cover the period 2012 to 2023. Official figures are provided by
national administrations of police, courts and prisons.

The personnel numbers increased in 2023 compared to 2022
In 2023, there were 1 537 588 police officers , 75 333 professional judges and 264 662 employees in adult prisons
in the EU (Figure 1). The number of police officers in the EU has been increasing since 2015 and it reached the
highest value in 2023. There was a slight increase (0.2%) from 2022 to 2023.

With the highest value in 2012 (79 816), the number of judges in the EU was largely stable between 2017 and
2023. Compared to 2012, the number of judges in 2023 was 6% lower, however, the change compared to 2022 was
negligible – less than 0.1%.

The number of employees in adult prisons decreased between 2013 and 2017, largely due to a decline in the prison
population. However, this trend reversed from 2017 onwards, with the personnel numbers increasing again.
Between 2022 and 2023, the number of prison staff grew by 1.4%. In 2023, compared to 2017 the increase was
9.6%.

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Police_officer
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Professional_judges


Figure 1: The number of police officers, professional judges ad adult prison personnel, 2012-2023 Source:
Eurostat (crim_just_job)

The share of women as police officers, professional judges and prison
personnel continued to increase
In 2023, the proportion of women as police officers, judges and prison personnel in the EU has generally increased
since 2012 (Figure 2). It reached the highest values for police officers (20.4%), professional judges (59.7%) and
personnel in adult prisons (31.3%) in 2023.
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Figure 2:Percentage of women in police officers, professional judges and adult prison personnel, 2012-2023
Source: Eurostat (crim_just_job)

Source data for tables and graphs
• Police, court and prison personnel: tables and figures

Data sources
Data are official figures from national administrations of police, courts, and prisons. Each country provides official
national figures to Eurostat as part of a yearly data collection on crime and criminal justice statistics. When EU
totals are calculated to indicate an overall trend, missing figures for countries are estimated with the last available
year (of the same country). However, the EU totals presented in this article are not disseminated in the Eurostat
database.

Available data

• 1993-2007: number of police officers

• 2008-2022: number of police officers, professional judges, prison personnel; total, men and women

Context
Police, court, and prison personnel statistics relate to the work of law enforcement services and criminal justice
administration. The basic data are made for administrative purposes and mainly used by governments and
authorities such as police, prosecution, courts, and prisons.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/8/82/2025_police_judges_prison_personnel.xlsx


Related statistics include police-reported crime, prison statistics, government expenditure and employment
statistics. Related issues include occurrence of crime, society’s reaction to crime, safety and security policy, rule of
law, effectiveness of the justice system.

Footnotes

Explore further
Other articles

• Crime statistics

• Prison statistics

• Prison occupancy statistics

• Government expenditure on public order and safety

• Trafficking in human beings statistics

Database

• Crime and criminal justice

• Database table: Personnel in the criminal justice system

Thematic section

• Crime and criminal justice

Publications

• Crime and criminal justice

Methodology

• Methodology overview and links to detailed information

External links

• Links to other institutions
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Crime_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Prison_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Prison_occupancy_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Government_expenditure_on_public_order_and_safety
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Trafficking_in_human_beings_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=crim_just_job&amp;language=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/overview
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/publications
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/methodology
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/information-data/related-links
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