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" In 2022, women participated in cultural activities at higher rates than men - this pattern was also
observed in 2015. "

" In 2022, the participation rate in cultural activities among people with the highest incomes was at least
twice that of those with the lowest incomes in 17 EU countries. "

" In 2022, more than half of people with disabilities in Denmark, Luxembourg, Finland, and the Netherlands
participated in cultural activities. "

This article, part of the online publication Culture statistics , presents key findings on people’s participation in
cultural activities and people’s practice of artistic activities. These findings are from EU statistics on income and
living conditions (EU-SILC) , conducted in EU , EFTA , and candidate countries . In 2022, in addition to annual data,
EU-SILC collected 3-yearly data on health and 6-yearly data on quality of life, from which the data presented in the
article are extracted. Participation in cultural activities includes going to the cinema, attending live performances
(plays, concerts, operas, ballet and dance performances, etc.) and visiting cultural sites (historical monuments,
museums, art galleries or archaeological sites). The practice of artistic activity includes activities such as playing an
instrument, composing music, singing, dancing, acting, photography, etc. The overall scope of the data collection
covered various aspects of participation and non-participation in cultural activities during the 12 months preceding
the interview, among individuals aged 16 and over. Detailed breakdowns are available, including sex, age,
educational attainment level, degree of urbanisation, income level, and more. Additionally, in 2022, data on cultural
participation among people reporting some level of disability became available. It is important to note that although
the data were collected in 2022, respondents were asked about their cultural participation (such as going to the
cinema, attending live concerts, or visiting certain types of art galleries and museums) during the previous 12
months (often covering most of 2021). Consequently, the data may show lower levels of participation compared to
2015 results due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Moreover, restrictions in place during the pandemic varied from
country to country, and this should be considered when comparing 2022 data among EU Member States.

Cultural participation — general findings

In 15 EU countries, over half of residents participated in cultural activities

In 2022, in most EU countries (15 out of 26; data for Germany are not available due to high item non-response rate)
over half of residents aged 16 or older participated in cultural activities in the previous year. Compared with 2015,
reported cultural participation declined across all EU countries except Spain, where cultural participation remained
stable at 58.5%. The most noticeable decreases were observed in France, Slovakia, Latvia, and Sweden, where
the share of the population participating in cultural activities fell by more than 20 percentage points (pp) .

In 2022, the highest levels of cultural participation were primarily recorded in western and Nordic Member States ,
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at 77.7% in Luxembourg and 77.3% in Denmark, followed by the Netherlands, Finland, Sweden, Ireland, and
Estonia (all five countries on at least 60%). At the other end of the range, less than a quarter of the adult population
in Romania (22.2%) and Bulgaria (19.7%) reported participating at least once within the last 12 months in any of
the listed cultural activities (see Table 1).

People participating in cultural activities at least once in the previous 12 months, by type of activity 2015 and 2022
(% of population aged 16 and over)

Cultural sites
Live performances (historical monuments,
(theatre, concerts, ballet) museums, art galleries or
archaeological sites)

Cultural activities
(cinema, live performances, Cinema
cultural sites)

2015 2022 2022 2022 2015 2022
Belgium 68.1 59.0 326 38.0 13.0 38.8
Bulgaria 28.6 19.7 13.0 10.7 11.2
Czechia 70.2 58.0 395 332 42.0
Denmark 854 7.3 524 457 541
Germany (') 735 : : : :
Estonia 69.8 60.7 414 398 395
Ireland (%) 69.3 60.9 421 33.0 36.3
Greece 46.9 36.6 26.4 281 17.9
Spain 58.5 58.5 36.8 326 392
France 779 544 40.5 222 324
Croatia 36.6 324 20.7 223 18.9
Italy 46.9 36.8 275 19.1 18.0
Cyprus 526 359 18.5 26.9 4.7
Latvia 63.3 401 14.4 231 313
Lithuania 62.0 47.6 28.3 351 29.7
Luxembourg 79.3 i 492 48.5 63.3
Hungary 50.0 394 257 218 220
Malta 50.5 379 243 224 17.6
Netherlands 83.8 69.0 445 T 438
Austria 736 553 324 308 320
Poland (%) b3.7 50.9 381 18.7 316
Portugal 62.8 51.2 26.4 308 36.2
Romania 274 222 14.5 104 13.6
Slovenia 701 56.6 220 327 414
Slovakia 594 S50 228 144 229
Finland 83.8 65.7 387 334 455
Sweden 85.2 62.8 354 304 41.8
Norway 85.9 70.3 45.8 41.8 36.7
Switzerland 86.5 74.0 43.0 46.6 53.7
Montenegro 31.8 244 17.5 131 8.3
Serbia 29.8 31.0 ) 227 20.5 12.8
Tiirkiye : 19.4 14.3 6.2 7.9
(") 2022: data not available due to high item non-response rate.
(%) 2015: low reliability.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp03)

eurostati

Table 1: People participating in cultural activities at least once in the previous 12 months, by type of activity
2015 and 2022 (% of population aged 16 and over) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp03)

Cultural participation by type of activity

According to Table 1, among the three types of cultural activities analysed — going to the cinema, attending live
performances and visiting cultural sites — the decline reported in 2022 was most pronounced in the attendance of
live performances. While in 2015, this activity was the most popular in 13 countries, in 2022 it was the most popular
in only 4 countries. In 2015, going to the cinema and visiting cultural sites were the most common activities in 9 and
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5 EU countries respectively, while in 2022 these two activities recorded the highest rates of cultural participation of
any cultural activity in 11 different EU countries each.

In 2022, Denmark had the highest rate of cinema attendance of any country in the sample (52.4%). And in 2022,
Luxembourg recorded the highest rates for attending live performances and visiting cultural sites of any country in
the sample (48.5% and 63.3%, respectively). In contrast, Bulgaria had the lowest percentage of participants in
cinema attendance of any country in the same and Bulgaria and Romania had the lowest rates for attending live
performances and visiting cultural sites.

Cultural participation by sex
In 2022, women participated in cultural activities at higher rates than men in most countries

In most EU countries, the percentage of women participating in the selected cultural activities slightly exceeded the
shares reported for men. This pattern was observed in 18 out of 27 countries in 2015 and 17 out of 26 countries in
2022 (see Figure 1). In 2022, Denmark showed the highest participation rate in cultural activities for women of any
country in the sample (79.6%), while Luxembourg recorded the highest percentage for men (77.5%), The lowest
participation rates of any country in the sample for both sexes were observed in Bulgaria (20.5% women and 18.7%
men). The differences between the shares of men and women in cultural participation were generally small, not
exceeding 2 pp in 15 countries in 2015 and in 17 countries in 2022. In 2015, differences above 4 pp were noted in
three countries: Slovakia (6 pp difference in favour of women), Ireland (5 pp difference in favour of women), and
Romania (4 pp difference in favour of men). In 2022, only one country showed a difference greater than 4 pp
(Denmark, 5 pp difference in favour of women). In 2022, the countries with the closest gender parity in cultural
participation were Malta, Slovenia, Greece, Spain and Luxembourg, with differences not exceeding 0.3 pp.

However, comparing 2022 with 2015, the decrease in the percentage of women participating in cultural activities
was larger than that observed for men in 14 countries. The most significant changes in cultural participation by sex
occurred among women in Slovakia (a decrease of 25 pp, from 62.3% in 2015 to 36.9% in 2022) and among men in
France (a decrease of 23 pp, from 76.6% to 53.6% over the same period). The smallest changes were recorded in
Spain (+0.1 pp for men, from 58.5% to 58.6%, and -0.2 pp for women, from 58.5% to 58.3%).
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People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by sex, 2022 and 2015

(% of population aged 16 and over)
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Figure 1: People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by sex, 2022 and 2015 (%
of population aged 16 and over) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp03)

Cultural participation by age

Despite the decrease in 2022 compared with 2015, the overall structure of cultural participation by age remained
unchanged: participation in cultural activities decreases with age. This pattern was consistently observed in 2015
and 2022 across all EU countries. In 2015, the percentage of cultural participants aged 16-29 was at least double
that of those aged 65 and over in 15 countries; in 2022, it was at least double in 20 countries.

In 2022, the highest percentages of cultural participation among individuals aged 16-29 were recorded in
Luxembourg (89%) and the Netherlands (86.9%). For the remaining age groups, the highest rates were observed in
Denmark (81% for those aged 30-54, 74.7% for those aged 55-64, and 65.8% for those aged 65 or over) and in
Luxembourg (78% for those aged 30-54, 72.4% for those aged 55-64, and 69.5% for those aged 65 or over). The
lowest percentages of cultural participation across all age groups were recorded in Bulgaria and Romania.

Comparing 2022 with 2015, cultural participation decreased by at least 10 pp in the age groups 16-29 and 65 and
over in 13 EU countries and by at least 10 pp among those aged 30-54 in 15 countries and among those aged
55-64 in 14 countries. The largest declines in cultural participation were recorded for individuals aged 16-29 and
30-54 in Latvia (25 and 23 pp, respectively), for those aged 55-64 in Sweden (29 pp) and for those aged 65 or over
in France and Sweden (25 pp). The smallest decrease in cultural participation for people aged 16 to 29 was
observed in Spain (1 pp). In other age groups, slight increases in some countries were also observed between
2015 and 2022. For those aged 30-54, the cultural participation rate increased by 2 pp in Poland; for those aged
55-64, by 2 pp in Spain and 1 pp in Poland; and for those aged 65 or over, by 4 pp in Spain and 3 pp in Luxembourg
(see Table 2).
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People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by age, 2015 and 2022

(%)
2015 2022
From16to From 30to From 55to 65 years From16to From 30to From55to 65 years
29 years 54 years 64 years or over 29 years 54 years 64 years or over

Belgium 68.1 85.5 714 62.6 49.9 59.0 76.0 64.0 535 41.2
Bulgaria 28.6 2.7 343 18.6 8.1 19.7 38.3 231 13.6 7.0
Czechia 70.2 88.6 75.9 63.6 479 58.0 78.3 66.0 558 336
Denmark 85.4 95.9 88.7 80.4 738 773 86.1 81.0 47 65.8
Germany (') 73.5 88.4 757 66.3 63.9 : : : : :
Estonia 69.8 919 79.0 614 394 60.7 827 7.0 536 352
Ireland (%) 69.3 85.7 74.9 63.8 518 60.9 80.2 66.9 531 323
Greece 46.9 T4.6 56.5 39.6 17.6 36.6 65.6 423 327 14.5
Spain 58.5 81.1 65.3 524 36 58.5 80.4 64.5 47 352
France 779 92.3 834 727 591 544 757 61.6 48.6 338
Croatia 36.6 7.2 391 242 13.0 324 69.4 3TA 201 11.0
Italy 46.9 75.2 54.4 423 21.0 36.8 64.0 44.0 35 154
Cyprus 52.6 73.8 536 36.7 26.5 359 541 401 24.0 14.0
Latvia 63.3 82.3 722 56.8 378 40.1 57.6 492 352 204
Lithuania 62.0 87.1 69.8 56.0 300 476 721 55.7 40.6 22.9
Luxembourg 79.3 927 80.0 76.2 66.2 7T 89.0 78.0 724 69.5
Hungary 50.0 75.3 536 40.5 279 394 63.2 432 3219 19.6
Malta 50.5 72.8 BT 385 27.3 379 61.9 443 24.0 13.3
Netherlands 83.8 95.5 89.0 78.1 68.7 69.0 86.9 724 64.3 50.8
Austria 736 88.3 76.1 68.8 58.0 553 79.0 59.1 478 349
Poland (%) 537 76.8 59.9 395 26.6 50.9 76.8 61.6 407 246
Portugal 62.8 86.8 71.3 54.8 36.3 512 81.2 61.3 426 255
Romania 274 49.0 32.0 15.9 8.1 222 419 26.5 12.0 6.2
Slovenia 70.1 86.2 747 61.5 51.6 56.6 721 65.1 474 36.5
Slovakia 59.4 80.9 62.8 49.5 334 359 61.1 40.0 26.6 13.2
Finland 83.8 94.8 90.0 80.7 67.9 65.7 78.9 75.6 63.0 45.9
Sweden 85.2 93.8 88.8 84.7 72.3 62.8 76.9 68.2 56.2 47.6
Norway 85.9 94.9 90.7 81.8 70.6 70.3 86.4 75.0 60.9 536
Switzerland 86.5 941 88.8 85.7 74.9 74.0 88.9 77.0 69.0 60.0
Montenegro 318 58.8 313 174 8.5 244 447 244 13.6 5.1
Serbia 29.8 56.9 341 18.0 9.8 3.0 64.4 36.0 18.1 9.5
Tiirkiye : : : : : 19.4 35.9 18.4 71 34

(") 2022: data not available due to high item non-response rate.
(%) 2015: low reliability.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp03)

eurostatia

Table 2: People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by age, 2015 and 2022 (%)
Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp03)

Frequency of cultural participation

Countries with high rates of cultural participation also saw more individuals participating more frequently
in cultural activities during the year

In 2022, residents of EU Member States mostly participated in cultural activities between one and three times
during the year preceding the interview, with the highest rates for participation between one and three times in the
year seen in Luxembourg (51.7%) and Finland (46.6%). Participation in cultural activities more than three times a
year was noticeably lower across all EU countries. However, countries with a generally high rate of cultural
participation also showed higher percentages of individuals participating in cultural activities at least four times a
year, particularly in Denmark (33.6%), the Netherlands (30.1%), Luxembourg (25.9%), and Estonia (25.3%). By
contrast, Bulgaria (80.3%), Romania (77.8%), and Croatia (67.6%) were the three EU countries where over two
thirds of the population did not participate in any cultural activity during the previous 12 months.

A significant change between 2015 and 2022 was related to more frequent cultural participation (‘at least four times
ayear). In 2015, eight EU countries recorded a higher percentage of their adult population participating in cultural
activities at least four times a year compared with the percentage of their population participating one to three times
a year. But in 2022, all the EU countries had higher shares for those participating one to three times a year than
they did in 2015 (see Table 3). This was due in particular to 15 EU countries that in 2022 experienced a decrease of
over 10 pp in more frequent cultural participation (four or more times a year) compared with 2015. Among those
participating in cultural activities at least four times a year, the largest declines were noted in Sweden (-25 pp
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between 2015 and 2022), Finland, France, and Luxembourg (-22 pp each between 2015 and 2022).

Less frequent cultural participation (up to three times during the year) increased in 13 EU Member States between
2015 and 2022. Luxembourg saw the largest increase for this frequency (20 pp over this period), followed by
Belgium (7 pp) and Slovenia (6 pp). Conversely, Greece, Slovakia, and Latvia recorded the largest decreases (10
pp each).

It is important to note that COVID-19 restrictions continued to affect cultural participation patterns across several
EU Member States in 2022.
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People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by frequency, 2015 and 2022
(% of population aged 16 and over)

2015 2022

. — From 1to 3 At least . — From 1to 3 At least

LS times 4 times L sln times 4 times

12 months 12 months
Belgium 319 292 389 41.0 36.6 224
Bulgaria 714 17.0 M7 80.3 14.0 57
Czechia 29.8 40.0 30.2 42.0 38.2 19.8
Denmark 14.6 53.2 322 227 437 336
Germany (') 26.5 411 324 : : :
Estonia 30.2 35.3 3.5 39.3 355 253
Ireland (%) 307 379 314 391 432 17.6
Greece 531 rT 9.3 63.4 276 9.0
Spain 41.5 291 295 415 3.8 237
France 221 356 422 456 338 206
Croatia 63.4 218 14.8 67.6 219 10.5
Italy 831 26.1 207 63.2 26.6 10.2
Cyprus 47 4 367 15.9 64.1 301 58
Latvia 36.7 395 237 59.9 297 104
Lithuania 38.0 434 18.7 524 35.0 12.5
Luxembourg 207 318 475 223 517 259
Hungary 50.0 324 17.6 60.6 300 94
Malta 49.5 274 231 62.1 29.0 8.9
Netherlands 16.2 39.3 445 31.0 389 301
Austria 26.4 36.6 370 447 T4 17.9
Poland (*) 46.3 394 14.3 491 36.3 14.5
Portugal vz 355 273 488 311 201
Romania 726 17.3 10.1 778 18.4 38
Slovenia 29.9 252 419 434 3.3 222
Slovakia 40.6 39.3 201 64 .1 294 6.5
Finland 16.2 43.0 409 343 46.6 19.1
Sweden 14.8 423 43.0 37.2 44 4 18.4
Norway 14.1 387 472 297 493 21.0
Switzerland 134 295 57.0 26.0 36.3 376
Montenegro 68.2 20.0 11.8 756 17.2 72
Serbia 70.2 15.4 11.4 69.0 238 7.2
Tiirkiye : : : 80.6 15.2 43

(") 2022: data not available due to high item non-response rate.
(%) 2015: low reliability.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp03)

eurostati

Table 3: People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by frequency, 2015 and
2022 (% of population aged 16 and over) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp03)

The structure of cultural participation in 2022 — additional socio-economic indicators

Cultural participation by educational attainment

Cultural participation shows higher rates among individuals with higher levels of educational attainment. As Figure
2 clearly shows, in 2022 this pattern was observed across all EU countries.

In 15 countries, at least two thirds of individuals with a tertiary education participated in cultural activities. The
highest cultural participation rate among tertiary-educated people was seen in Luxembourg (88.7%), followed by
Denmark, Portugal, and the Netherlands. Bulgaria recorded the lowest percentage of individuals with a tertiary
education who participated in cultural activities (39.5%). It was the only country where the rate of cultural
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participation among people with tertiary educational attainment was lower than 50%. In Portugal, Poland, Romania,
France, Belgium, Hungary and Ireland, cultural participation among those with a tertiary education was at least 40
pp higher than the level recorded for people with lower secondary education or less.

In 19 EU countries, the participation rate in cultural activities for individuals with a tertiary education was at
least twice that of those with only a lower secondary education

Among the population with a lower secondary education or less, there were only two countries in which more than
half of individuals participated in cultural activities in 2022: Denmark (63.2%) and Luxembourg (54.3%). In
Romania and Bulgaria, countries that were at the other end of the range, this rate was below 10%. In 19 out of 26
countries, cultural participation among individuals with a tertiary education was twice as high as among those with
the lowest level of education. Moreover, with the exceptions of Denmark (23 pp), Estonia (28 pp), and Sweden (29
pp), all EU countries recorded differences of at least 30 pp between the cultural participation rates of people with a
lower secondary education or less and those with a tertiary education. The greatest differences were recorded in
France, Romania, Poland, and Portugal (Portugal had the greatest difference of all at 51 pp).

The most varied cultural participation rates across countries were observed for people with upper secondary and
post-secondary non-tertiary education. These rates were below the participation level observed for the whole
population in 20 out of 26 EU countries. In four countries (Lithuania, Cyprus, Czechia, and Latvia), participation
rates were no more than 10 pp higher for individuals with upper secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary
education than for those with the lowest level of education. Conversely, only in Malta was the difference between
the percentage of individuals with upper secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary education participating in
culture and those with tertiary education participating in culture less than 10 pp (see Figure 2).

People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by level of educational attainment, 2022
(% of population at the specified level of education)
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Source” Eurostat (online data code’ ilc_scp03)

Figure 2: Persons participating in cultural activities in the last 12 months by level of educational attainment,
2022 (% of population at the specified level of education) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp03)
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Cultural participation by degree of urbanisation

Breaking down the population by the degree of urbanisation of area of residence showed a slightly higher
percentage of cultural participation in 2022 among people living in cities, compared with residents of towns and
suburbs and rural areas. In 2022, this pattern was recorded in 23 EU countries (except Belgium, Ireland, and
Malta).

Overall, in most EU countries (17 out of the 26 with available data), the difference between the areas with the
highest and lowest cultural participation rates did not exceed 15 pp. The smallest difference was seen in Malta (5
pp), followed by Belgium and the Netherlands (6 pp each). This shows that in these countries, the degree of
urbanisation of a person’s area of residence did not play a major role in influencing their cultural participation. By
contrast, the largest differences in participation rates between people living in cities and those living in rural areas
were found in Poland, Bulgaria (21 pp each), Hungary (20 pp) and Latvia and Greece (19 pp each).

In 16 EU countries, more than half of city residents participated in the analysed cultural activities at least once in
the previous year, with the highest rate in Luxembourg (86.1%) and the lowest in Bulgaria (29.7%). Similarly, in 15
EU countries, over half of the residents in towns and suburbs spent some time on cultural activities at least once
within 12 months, with Denmark having the highest participation rate (76.4%) and Bulgaria having the lowest
(16.9%). And in rural areas, more than half of residents participated in cultural activities in 12 EU countries, with the
highest participation rate in Luxembourg (76.6%) and the lowest in Bulgaria (8.0%) (see Figure 3).

People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by degree of urbanisation, 2022
(% of population living in a specified degree of urbanisation)
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Figure 3: People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by degree of urbanisation,
2022 (% of the population living in a specified degree of urbanisation) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp04)

Cultural participation by income
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Across the EU, the rate of cultural participation was higher among the highest income group (fifth quintile, the top
20%) than the lowest income group (first quintile, the bottom 20%). In 2022, the highest levels of cultural
participation among those from the fifth quintile of income were recorded in Luxembourg (90.1% of whom
participated in a cultural activity at least once in the previous year), Denmark (87.9%), and the Netherlands
(83.1%). In contrast, in Slovakia, Croatia, Romania, and Bulgaria, fewer than half of the people with the highest
incomes participated in any of the cultural activities. Among people from the first quintile of income, the highest
levels of cultural participation were recorded in Denmark (69.4%), Luxembourg (64.7%), Finland (53.3%), and the
Netherlands (50.2%). Cultural participation rates below 20% among people with the lowest incomes were recorded
in Cyprus, Croatia, Romania, and Bulgaria.

The 2022 participation rate in cultural activities for the highest income group was at least twice that of the lowest
income group in 17 EU Member States. Differences in cultural participation rates between people in the uppermost
and lowermost income quintiles were relatively small in the Nordic Member States and Luxembourg, where the ratio
was at most 1.5. Conversely, in Bulgaria, people with the highest incomes were 6.5 times more likely to participate
in cultural activities than their fellow citizens with the lowest incomes (see Figure 4).

People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by income quintile, 2022
(% of population in the lowest and highest income quintile)
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Figure 4: People participating in any type of cultural activity in the last 12 months by income quintile, 2022
(% of population in the lowest and highest income quintile) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp04)

Cultural participation of people with disabilities

Cultural participation is more difficult for people with disabilities. In 2022, data were made available on cultural
participation among people reporting at least some level of activity limitation. The results showed a lower rate of
cultural participation among people with disabilities compared with the overall population aged 16 and over across
all EU countries. In general, in countries with higher overall cultural participation rates, the participation rate among
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people with disabilities was also higher.

In the EU in 2022, cultural participation rates greater than 50% among people with disabilities were observed in
Denmark (68.3%), Luxembourg (67.9%), Finland (55.4%), and the Netherlands (55.4%). At the other end of the
scale were Bulgaria (6.1%), Romania (7.1%), Croatia (11.3%), and Cyprus (14.7%) (see Table 4).

People with activity limitations participating in cultural activities in the last 12 months, by type of activity and sex, 2022
(% of persons with disabilities aged 16 and over)

Cultural sites

Cultural activities e Live perf PP artnalieries
(cinema, live performances, cultural sites) (theatre, concerts, ballet) 3 .
or archaeological sites)
Total Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females

Belgium 38.4 38.0 38.6 17.9 17.2 18.4 23.1 219 241 243 237 248
Bulgaria 6.1 46 71 2.8 1.8 3.4 44 2.8 5.6 3.9 25 4.9
Czechia 37.9 355 39.8 18.1 15.3 20.2 19.8 15.2 233 28.4 27.2 29.3
Denmark 68.3 64.3 71.4 43.0 40.6 45.0 375 35.9 38.7 46.5 45.4 473
Germany (') : : : : : : : : :
Estonia 38.2 35.6 40.0 21.0 20.6 21.2 246 211 271 247 242 251
Ireland 41.0 37.7 44.0 234 212 255 20.8 17.2 24.0 234 215 251
Greece 16.0 17.4 15.0 7.4 8.3 6.7 11.8 124 1.4 8.8 9.2 8.4
Spain 43.8 44.4 433 23.6 23.9 234 234 23.2 23.6 29.8 30.4 29.3
France 35.4 337 36.8 237 21.8 25.2 13.3 1.5 14.8 20.0 18.9 20.8
Croatia 1.3 1.1 11.5 3.9 3.7 4.0 6.7 58 74 74 74 74
Italy 19.3 211 17.9 12.7 14.1 1.7 10.6 10.8 10.5 10.9 11.5 10.5
Cyprus 14.7 14.1 15.2 5.3 55 5.1 10.4 9.0 11.6 6.0 6.5 55
Latvia 25.3 22.6 27.0 6.4 6.2 6.4 13.4 9.2 15.9 19.1 18.0 19.8
Lithuania 25.2 23.2 26.5 9.8 10.2 9.4 18.5 17.3 19.2 15.1 12.7 16.7
Luxembourg 67.9 69.1 66.8 36.7 371 36.4 39.3 385 401 55.5 56.2 54.8
Hungary 17.2 171 17.3 7.2 74 71 10.0 9.3 10.6 10.6 10.2 10.8
Malta 18.3 19.0 17.8 8.7 8.9 8.5 7.6 7.6 7.7 9.1 9.5 8.8
Netherlands 54.0 53.5 545 29.6 296 29.7 28.7 275 29.7 33.9 34.0 33.9
Austria 37.9 36.3 39.2 16.5 16.0 17.0 226 20.2 24.6 20.6 19.4 21.6
Poland 30.6 299 311 18.1 18.0 18.3 11.2 9.7 12.3 20.3 20.0 20.5
Portugal 31.7 315 31.9 12.5 12.9 12.2 18.4 17.6 19.0 225 222 22.7
Romania 71 7.0 7.2 2 2.7 20 2.9 29 28 5.5 49 5.9
Slovenia 38.1 39.0 37.2 9.4 9.7 9.1 20.6 19.6 21.5 28.6 29.7 27.6
Slovakia 19.4 18.5 20.2 9.1 9.0 9.2 9.0 74 10.2 13.3 12.1 14.3
Finland 55.4 53.8 56.6 26.5 25.6 27.2 28.7 244 32.0 38.9 38.3 39.4
Sweden 48.6 48.7 48.5 247 25.0 245 21.7 20.0 231 29.9 30.2 29.6
Norway 55.0 50.3 57.9 32.1 285 34.4 32.6 271 36.0 273 249 28.8
Switzerland 66.3 66.2 66.3 34.6 33.7 35.4 41.0 39.8 41.9 47.0 473 46.8
Montenegro 43 3.4 5.0 1.8 1.2 24 24 1.9 28 24 25 23
Serbia 8.9 89 8.9 5.3 49 5.6 5.7 5.0 6.2 42 45 4.0
Turkiye 7.9 8.3 7.6 5.0 5.1 49 21 23 2.0 3'5 3.9 3.2
(*) Data not available due to high item non-response rate.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp37) eu rostat -

Table 4: People with activity limitations participating in cultural activities in the last 12 months, by type of
activity and sex, 2022 (% of persons with disabilities aged 16 and over) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp37)

Cultural participation of people with disabilities by type of activity and sex

Of the three activities analysed, visiting cultural sites was most frequently practiced by people with
disabilities

As shown in Table 4, among people with disabilities, the most popular cultural activity differs according to the
Member State:

« in 19 EU Member States it was 'visiting cultural sites’, with the highest rate observed in Luxembourg (55.5%);
* in 5 EU Member States it was "attending live performances’;

+ in 3 EU Member States it was ’going to the cinema” (in Ireland 'visiting cultural sites’ and ‘going to the cinema’
had the same participation rate).

Additionally, ‘going to the cinema’ was the cultural activity with the lowest participation rate among people with
disabilities in 16 EU countries, while ’attending live performances’ had the lowest participation rate among people
with disabilities in 10 countries. The highest percentages of people with disabilities participating in the specified
activities were recorded in Denmark and Luxembourg. In Luxembourg, in the year before the survey, 55.5% of all
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individuals with disabilities visited a cultural site at least once, 39.3% attended live performances, and 36.7% went
to the cinema. In Denmark, 46.5% of people with disabilities visited a cultural site at least once, 43.0% went to the
cinema at least once, and 37.5% attended live performances at least once.

In 19 EU countries, the percentage of women with disabilities participating in cultural activities was higher than that
of men. The opposite trends (where men with disabilities were more likely to participate in cultural activities than
women with disabilities) were observed in only a few southern EU countries (Greece, Spain, Italy, Malta, and
Slovenia), as well as in Luxembourg and Sweden. In 13 out of 26 EU countries with available data, the difference in
cultural participation rates between women and men did not exceed 2 pp, indicating that sex was not a key variable
in influencing cultural participation among people with a disability.

Looking at the cultural activity engaged in more detail, visiting cultural sites’ was the cultural activity with the
highest participation rate among women with disabilities in 17 countries (and was the cultural activity with the
highest participation rate among men with disabilities in 19 countries). 'Attending live performances’ was the
cultural activity with the highest participation rate among women with disabilities in 7 countries (in Croatia ’visiting
cultural sites’ and ’attending live performances’ had the same participation rate among women with disabilities) and
it was the cultural activity with the highest participation rate among men with disabilities in 5 countries. 'Going to the
cinema’ was the cultural activity with the highest participation rate among both men with disabilities and women
with disabilities in 2 countries.

Cultural participation — practising artistic activities

Participation in artistic activities

As part of the EU-SILC Quality of Life module on social and cultural participation in 2022, respondents were not
only asked about their participation in cultural events. They were also asked about their practice of artistic activities,
such as playing a musical instrument, composing music, singing, dancing, acting, photography/fiimmaking, drawing,
painting, sculpting, engaging in other visual arts/handcrafts, writing poems/short stories/fiction, etc.

In 2022, nearly two thirds of the adult population (aged 16 or older) in Finland (65.8%) reported having practised an
artistic activity at least once during the 12 months prior to the data collection, the highest rate among EU countries.
More than half of adults in Denmark, Austria, and Slovakia also reported having practised an artistic activity in the
previous 12 months. At the other end of the range, less than 20% of residents in France, Luxembourg, Romania,
Croatia, and Italy engaged in artistic activities, with the lowest share observed in Italy (17.3%).

It must be stressed that, for artistic practices, in particular those conducted outside a person’s home, the COVID-19
restrictions still in place in 2021 might have had an impact on these figures. By way of reference, in 2015 at EU
level, 65.6% of residents said they had not practised any artistic activity in the previous 12 months, ranging from
30% in Finland to 87% in Romania. In 2022, EU citizens saying they had not practised any artistic activity in the
previous 12 months ranged from 34.4% in Finland to 82.7% in Italy.

Weekly — or even more frequent — participation in artistic activities was most common among residents of Finland
(37.8%), the Netherlands (30.9%), Ireland (28.6%), Austria (26.9%) and Denmark (25.6%). In contrast, weekly — or
more frequent — participation in artistic activities engaged fewer than 10% of residents in Portugal, Hungary,
Bulgaria, Croatia, Poland, and Romania (see Figure 5).
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People practicing artistic activities in the last 12 months, by frequency, 2022
(% of population aged 16 and over)
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Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp07)

Figure 5: People practising artistic activities in the last 12 months, by frequency, 2022 (% of population aged
16 and over) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp07)

Practising artistic activities by sex and age

Among European adults who practised artistic activities at least once in the 12 months prior to the survey, women
generally participated more frequently than men, (except in Italy where men had a 3 pp higher participation rate).
The difference reached up to 21 pp in Finland, where over three quarters of women (76.5%) but only half of men
(55.1%) pursued artistic activities in the previous 12 months. Significant differences were also noted in Lithuania
(17 pp difference in favour of women) and in Denmark and Sweden (16 pp difference in favour of women). In 11
countries, this difference was less than 5 pp, with the most balanced proportions observed in Malta, where 41.6% of
women and 41.0% of men practised artistic activities.

Just as is the case with cultural participation, practising artistic activities decreases with age. In 2022, among
individuals aged 16 to 29, more than a quarter of women practised artistic activities in 25 EU countries (except Italy)
and more than a quarter of men did so in 20 countries (except Poland, ltaly, Portugal, Belgium, Luxembourg, and
France). However, among those aged 65 or older, more than a quarter of women practised artistic activities in only
13 EU countries, and more than a quarter of men did so in only 11 EU countries. The decline in the percentage of
the population practising artistic activities with age was observed for both women and men in almost all EU
countries. An inverse trend was only seen in the Netherlands, where the percentage of men practising artistic
activities consistently increased with age. In the Netherlands, 39.0% of men aged 16-29 engaged in artistic
activities, compared with 48.3% of men aged 65 and over (see Table 5).
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People practicing artistic activities once a year or more in the last 12 months, by age and sex, 2022
(% of defined age group)

16 years and over From 16 to 29 years From 30 to 54 years From 55 to 64 years 65 years or over

Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females Males Females

Belgium 205 273 20.8 357 207 289 19.8 246 202 209
Bulgaria 27.0 28.9 36.5 40.8 28.0 36 235 26.8 203 20.9
Czechia 281 40.6 285 50.1 291 43.0 28.8 38.9 252 334
Denmark 8.7 67.4 58.7 739 49.8 65.3 46.6 70.9 514 63.3
Germany () : : : : : : : : : :
Estonia 26.4 29.7 352 449 26.4 30.6 224 30.5 224 21.4
Ireland 43.0 476 50.3 513 437 46.6 394 476 358 46.2
Greece 371 38.5 524 56.3 391 427 359 379 246 247
Spain 358 442 39.3 042 38.0 48.0 36.3 434 281 328
France 15.6 225 18.2 28.3 16.7 226 13.4 243 14.9 18.0
Croatia 16.5 19.6 26.1 349 16.1 21.0 14.0 17.3 11.9 11.5
Italy 18.7 15.9 236 214 19.2 18.0 18.6 15.4 14.8 11.0
Cyprus 257 284 322 387 26.3 276 23.0 242 18.1 21.5
Latvia 323 434 425 62.1 336 493 291 421 240 30.3
Lithuania 329 494 40.3 63.4 334 543 335 474 242 37.0
Luxembourg 16.0 225 194 29.2 14.5 27 17.5 215 15.5 15.6
Hungary 254 30.6 387 471 259 347 19.4 26.9 16.1 17.3
Malta 41.0 416 445 519 429 412 414 409 329 47
Netherlands 41.4 51.8 39.0 58.1 39.5 46.5 397 56.5 48.3 51.6
Austria 523 64.3 536 76.7 542 65.4 53.2 69.3 459 49.4
Poland 18.5 26.9 237 36.9 19.2 285 16.8 252 14.3 21.2
Portugal 18.1 226 22.6 323 200 252 18.0 19.2 12.1 16.2
Romania 17.8 19.8 252 324 15.2 225 13.9 16.9 9.9 10.2
Slovenia 26.1 39.5 336 48.3 236 391 241 422 26.3 329
Slovakia 529 57.8 5T.7 66.3 535 58.5 49.6 571 493 515
Finland 55.1 76.5 62.6 85.9 58.4 78.9 50.9 75.9 47.6 68.7
Sweden 329 454 41.2 531 337 446 249 458.7 29.7 50.7
Norway 36.5 58.8 40.5 49.0 345 56.1 335 68.3 38.3 65.8
Switzerland 36.2 452 442 64.4 37.0 422 29.5 433 33.9 36.3
Montenegro 13.7 15.4 20.7 29.7 13.1 14.3 7.9 9.6 9.3 49
Serbia 20.7 29.0 29.5 42.7 202 281 18.4 28.9 16.4 225
Turkiye 2.7 244 28.0 29.9 205 241 18.6 2.7 15.8 17.2

(') Data not available due to high item non-response rate.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp07)

eurostati

Table 5: People practising artistic activities once a year or more in the last 12 months, by age and sex, 2022
(% of defined age group) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp07)

Source data for tables and graphs

+ Cultural participation: tables and figures

Data sources

Statistical concepts and definitions for income and living conditions domain (EU-SILC) are specified in Regulation
(EU) 2019/1700 , Regulation (EU) 2019/2181 and Regulation (EU) 2019/2242 . Countries must follow the annex of
Regulation (EU) 2019/2242, where the list of variables is set out, including their methods, flags, units and reference
periods. A more detailed description of the list of variables as well as information on their implementation are
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/9/95/Culture_statistics_-_Cultural_participation_(_SILC_ahm_2022).xlsx
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-conditions
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1700&amp;from=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R1700&amp;from=en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R2181&amp;from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R2242&amp;from=EN

available in the methodological guidelines .

In 2022, in addition to annual data, the EU-SILC contained a module on health (with data collected every 3 years)
and a module on quality of life (with data collected every 6 years). The data were collected in all 27 EU Member
States, in 3 of the EFTA countries (lceland, Norway and Switzerland), as well as in Montenegro, Serbia and Turkiye.
The target population was people aged 16 years or more, while the reference period was 12 months prior to the
interview.

The questionnaire of the 2022 module on quality of life covered the following cultural activities:
* going to the cinema (in other words, film screenings at motion-picture theatres);
« attending live performances by professionals or amateurs (for example theatre, dance, music);
« visiting cultural sites (trips to historical monuments, museums, art galleries or archaeological sites);

* practising of artistic activities (for example, playing an instrument, composing music, singing, dancing, acting,
photography/filmmaking, drawing, painting, sculpting, engaging in other visual arts/handcrafts, writing
poems/short stories/fiction, and so on);

« reading books (having read books — including eBooks and audiobooks in the 12 months preceding the data
collection).

This module also included questions related to the reasons for non-participation in cultural activities, and Eurostat
disseminated several indicators that were broken down by sex, age, degree of urbanisation, poverty or
social-exclusion situation, disability and more.

In the 'Income and Living Conditions’ section, you will find more information about the definitions of the main
indicators and concepts used (Living conditions glossary) .

Context

Culture is one of Europe’s greatest assets: it is a source of values, identity and a sense of belonging. It also
contributes to wellbeing, social cohesion and inclusion. The cultural and creative sectors provide a stimulus for
economic growth, job creation and international trade.

In accordance with Article 167 of the Treaty of Lisbon, the EU is obliged to 'contribute to the flowering of the
cultures of the Member States, while respecting their national and regional diversity and at the same time bringing
the common heritage to the fore’.

The EU supports these objectives through the Creative Europe programme, as well as a number of policy actions
set out in the work plan for culture (2023-2026) . The work plan, adopted by EU culture ministers in December
2022, sets out four main priorities for European cooperation in cultural policymaking: (i) artists and cultural
professionals: empowering the cultural and creative sectors; (ii) culture for the people: enhancing cultural
participation and the role of culture in society; (iii) culture for the planet: unleashing the power of culture; (iv) culture
for co-creative partnerships: strengthening the cultural dimension of EU external relations.

The production of reliable, comparable and up-to-date cultural statistics, which provide a basis for sound cultural
policymaking, is a cross-sectoral priority for the Commission. Eurostat compiles culture statistics from several
different data collections to provide policymakers and other users of statistics with information on the main
developments in the field of culture, covering issues such as education, employment, business, international trade,
participation patterns and consumption patterns.
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https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/853b48e6-a00f-4d22-87db-c40bafd0161d/library/8db0fafd-a762-4427-bd03-ec0ad72e2914/details
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.386.01.0009.01.ENG
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2020.386.01.0009.01.ENG
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Category:Living_conditions_glossary
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32022G1207(01)&amp;qid=1671635488811

Other articles
+ Cultural participation (cult_pcs):

— Culture statistics — use of ICT for cultural purposes

— Culture statistics — household expenditure on culture

» Culture (all Statistics Explained articles on culture)

Database
« Culture (cult) , see:

— Cultural participation ( cult_pcs )

» Participation in cultural activities - EU-SILC, Quality of Life module ( cult_pcs _ilc )

* Persons participating in cultural or sport activities in the last 12 months by sex, age, educational attainment,
activity type and frequency (ilc_scp03)

+ Persons participating in in cultural or sport activities in the last 12 months by income quintile, household
composition, degree of urbanisation, activity type and frequency (ilc_scp04)

+ Persons not participating in cultural or sport activities in the last 12 months by sex, age, educational
attainment, activity type and reasons (ilc_scp05)

* Persons practicing artistic activities by sex, age, educational attainment and frequency (ilc_scp07)

* Persons reading books in the last 12 months by sex, age, educational attainment and number of books
(ilc_scp27)

* Persons participating in cultural or sport activities by sex, age, level of disability (activity limitation), activity
type and frequency (ilc_scp37)

Dedicated section
» Culture

Publications

 Culture statistics — online publication

. i Eur [tur istics — 201 ition

Methodology
. Gu E e .

» European statistical system network on culture (ESSnet-Culture final report (2012))

 Cultural participation (ESMS metadata file — cult_pcs_esms)

* Income and living conditions - methodology

+ Income and living conditions (ESMS metadata file — ilc_sieusilc)
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Culture_statistics_-_use_of_ICT_for_cultural_purposes
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Culture_statistics_-_household_expenditure_on_culture
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/culture/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database?node_code=cult_pcs
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database?node_code=cult_pcs_ilc
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/culture/overview
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-GQ-18-011&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-GQ-18-011&amp;language=en
https://ec.europa.eu/assets/eac/culture/library/reports/ess-net-report_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/cult_pcs_esms.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-conditions/methodology
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/ilc_sieusilc.htm

Legislation

» Regulation (EU) No 2021/818 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2021 establishing the
Creative Europe Programme (2021 to 2027) and repealing Regulation (EU) No 1295/2013

» Regulation (EU) 2019/1700 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 October 2019 establishing a
common framework for European statistics relating to persons and households, based on data at individual
level collected from samples

+ Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2181 of 16 December 2019 specifying technical
characteristics as regards items common to several datasets pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2019/1700 of the
European Parliament and of the Council

+ Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/2242 of 16 December 2019 specifying the technical items
of data sets, establishing the technical formats and specifying the detailed arrangements and content of the
quality reports on the organisation of a sample survey in the income and living conditions domain pursuant to
Regulation (EU) 2019/1700 of the European Parliament and of the Council

External links
» European Commission — Culture and creativity
- Data on the cultural sector
- Cultural and creative sectors

— Programme 'Creative Europe’

» European Council work plan for culture (2023-2026)

» Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and
Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions on a European agenda for culture in a globalising world
(COM(2007)242)
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32021R0818:EN:NOT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32021R0818:EN:NOT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32019R1700:EN:NOT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32019R1700:EN:NOT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32019R1700:EN:NOT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R2181&amp;qid=1717441834708
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R2181&amp;qid=1717441834708
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R2181&amp;qid=1717441834708
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R2242&amp;qid=1717441947817
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R2242&amp;qid=1717441947817
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R2242&amp;qid=1717441947817
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32019R2242&amp;qid=1717441947817
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/
https://culture.ec.europa.eu/policies/selected-themes/data-on-the-cultural-sector
https://ec.europa.eu/culture/sectors/cultural-and-creative-sectors
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32022G1207(01)&amp;qid=1671635488811
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52007DC0242:EN:NOT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52007DC0242:EN:NOT
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52007DC0242:EN:NOT
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