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The higher education sector is composed of all universities, colleges of technology, and other institutes of
post-secondary education, whatever their source of finance or legal status. It also includes all research institutes,
experimental stations and clinics operating under the direct control of or administered by or associated with higher
education establishments.

Statistical units in the higher education sector are classified into six major fields of science and technology:

• natural sciences,

• engineering and technology,

• medical sciences,

• agricultural sciences,

• social sciences,

• humanities.

Related concepts
• Abroad sector

• Business enterprise sector

• Government sector

• Private non-profit sector

Statistical data
• R&D personnel

Source
• Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Frascati Manual 2015: The measurement

of Scientific, Technological and Innovation Activities – Guidelines for collecting and reporting data on
research and experimental development", OECD, Paris, 2015
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