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This article presents statistics on social participation in the European Union (EU) in 2015. They are based on
data currently available in Eurostat from the EU SILC ad-hoc 2015 Module on Social and cultural participation
and Material deprivation which contains, among others, variables measuring social engagement and participa-
tion of people aged 16 and over.

For this article, the dimensions on formal and informal volunteering, active citizenship, having contact with fam-
ily and friends, having someone for help or to discuss personal matters and communication via social media (for
detailed definitions, see the section on Data sources and availability) are used. Active participation in cultural
and social life is closely linked with living conditions by households and individuals. This also relates to the con-
cepts of cultural- and social capital which, in addition to economic capital, has significance for the quality of life.

The analyses used for the article cover all EU Member States and several non-EU Member States.

Formal and informal voluntary activities

In the 2015 EU-SILC ad-hoc module, two questions were asked about volunteering, i.e. whether people were
involved in formal and/or informal voluntary activities during the past twelve months preceding the survey.

In 2015, the involvement in informal voluntary activities in the EU-28 was slightly higher than in formal
(organised) voluntary activities (22.2 % versus 19.3 %). This pattern was repeated across most of the EU
Member States as shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Participation in voluntary activities (formal and informal), 2015 (% people aged 16+)
Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp19)

Some Member States had high levels for formal and informal volunteering, such as the Netherlands (82.5 % for
informal volunteering and 40.3 % for formal), Finland (74.2 % informal and 34.1 % formal) and Sweden (70.4
% informal and 35.5 % formal). At the other end of the spectrum, we find Romania (3.2 % for both) Cyprus
(2.6 % informal and 7.2 % formal) and Malta (0.9 % informal and 8.8 % formal).

While these large differences between Member States may be attributed to different cultural or social structures

(i.e. societies which favour more non-organised voluntary activities than others), it can be observed in all the
participating European countries that educational attainment strongly influences the voluntary-participation
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patterns. At EU-28 level, in 2015, the participation rate for formal voluntary activities was 28.4 % for people
with tertiary education ( ISCED 2011 levels 5-8 ) and 11.5 % for people with less than primary, primary and
lower secondary education ( ISCED 2011 levels 0-2 ) (see Table 1).

Participation in voluntary activities (formal and informal), by educational level, 2015
(% of people aged 16 and over)

Formal volumtary activities Intormal voluntary activities
Total ILowr Medmm High Total Low Madium High

(ISCED 0-2) (1SCED 3-4) (ISCED 5-8) (ISCED0-2) (ISCED 3-4) {ISCED 5-8)
EU2B () 193 115 19.8 284 223 14.6 236 206
Belgium 204 133 185 281 208 164 21.0 242
Bulgana 52 17 3B 13.4 63 38 56 114
Czech Republic 122 7.6 115 164 166 114 15.8 235
Denmark AT iz2 39.1 431 418 3315 438 453
Germany 28.5 195 2BE 364 114 B4 11.6 134
Estonia 16.4 10.4 15.5 211 255 204 246 287
Ireland (%) 29.0 128 267 384 LT ] 285 350 455
Gresca 17 a5 118 16.6 144 11.5 148 185
Spain 0.7 72 1.7 16.5 108 18 11.3 15.1
France 230 149 238 208 233 182 24.6 26.0
Croatia a7 43 10.2 16.8 172 1001 182 271
Itaky 120 a4 146 16.8 112 BO 12,6 171
Cyprus T2 32 B4 122 26 16 22 42
Latwna T3 45 6.0 11.8 283 16.3 AN 3B8.2
Lithuania 163 8.0 132 276 16.3 100 163 223
Luxembourg 4.7 26.7 386 47.6 303 253 333 335
Humgary L] 45 57 12.3 T8 48 (& 126
Malta aa 59 10.0 16.9 09 0e or 11
Hatherfands 403 2.7 391 407 825 682 846 89T
Austria 283 157 299 356 283 188 292 341
Poland (%) 13a 83 113 246 506 350 50.0 B3.7
Portugal 9.0 5.9 134 16.7 205 16.8 246 30.6
Romania a2 21 27 B2 32 186 32 B2
Shovenia 0.4 187 308 385 546 406 55.1 64.0
Shovakia a3 45 75 136 188 138 18.1 246
Fimland M1 245 337 42,0 742 617 77 8o.o
Swaden 55 283 36,1 405 704 625 72.2 745
United Kingdom (%) 233 135 20.3 35.0 10.2 11.8 18.1 271
Iceland 24 248 338 40.7 BdB 602 [ &T.F
Norway 43.0 354 481 ST.T 745 18] T4.B 81.0
Switzariand 365 249 36.7 420 482 411 50.3 4B.7
Former Yugoskay Republc
of Macedonia 12 5.4 125 ) 218 18.3 220 30.4
Serida 5.2 24 5B B.2 124 BD 13.2 173
Mote: " Estimated data

! Unreliable data
Source: Ewrastat (ondine data code: ilc_scpi8)
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Table 1: Participation in voluntary activities (formal and informal), by educational level, 2015
(% people aged 16+) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp19)

There are no significant differences between women and men or across the different age groups. At EU-28
level, the involvement of men was slightly higher in the case of formal voluntary activities, while women were
more involved in informal voluntary work. The most active age group was 65 to 74 years olds who tended to
participate the most in both types of voluntary activities (21.3 % for formal and 23.9 % for informal), followed
by people young people aged 16-24 (20.6 % formal and 22.5 % informal) and people between the age of 25-64
years (19.5 % formal and 23.3 % informal), as shown in Table 2.
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Participation in formal or informal voluntary activities, by main age-groups, 2015
(% of people aged 16 and over)

Formal voluntary activites Informal voluntary activities

16-24 25.64 65-74 s+ 16-24 25-64 65-74 75+

EW2E () 206 195 21.3 13.8 225 223 239 133
Belgium 203 200 247 122 173 215 276 134
Bulgaria 8.1 50 44 1.0 82 74 44 16
Czech Republic 139 128 118 54 19.2 174 15.4 84
Denmark 402 39.8 408 226 349 447 458 233
Germany 28.1 e 331 288 78 106 16.8 128
Estonia 229 176 120 5. 276 T 230 18
Iredand (%) 26.5 08 282 17.0 289 384 396 258
Greece 132 127 108 60 16.9 15.4 145 66
Spain 1.1 12 16 6.3 10.5 15 10.7 50
France 215 236 275 16.8 19.1 24.1 298 169
Croatia 140 106 6.2 23 16.8 12.9 13.2 55
Haly 16.2 126 114 50 118 124 113 57
Cyprus 56 ad 62 31 19 30 32 05
Latvia 82 az 50 32 238 315 277 148
Lithuania 168 187 127 59 240 177 10.1 49
LuxemBbourg 41.4 3.5 8.4 254 299 310 Mz 205
Hungary 120 L] 48 20 1.4 8.1 6.0 25
Mala 55 an 1256 6.3 04 10 13 05
Netherlands 455 422 87 20.1 202 86.6 773 472
Austria M5 30.1 283 136 235 298 202 157
Poland [} 148 150 122 45 505 551 451 205
Portugal 14.4 a6 62 42 204 230 178 28
Romania a3 20 16 08 T4 31 17 06
Slovenia 381 311 307 151 565 577 554 265
Slovakia 78 a7 78 44 190 198 182 74
Finland 287 s 344 19.4 T7.3 80.3 72.3 366
Sweden 344 3.8 354 284 718 728 69.3 492
United Kingdom (%) 245 227 29 188 205 185 248 152
Iceland 340 BT 256 139 655 68.7 59.4 349
Norway 500 505 427 30.4 8.0 80.1 64.1 385
Switzerland 393 7o 356 27 242 4786 58.2 441
Former Yugosiay

sl 14.4 120 6.7 21 258 235 15.0 5.5
Serhia 125 51 22 10 185 134 73 45

Mote: 'Estimated data
 Unreliable data

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp19)
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Table 2: Participation in formal or informal voluntary activities, by main age-groups, 2015 (% of
people aged 16 and over) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp19)

Active citizenship

Active citizenship in the 2015 ad-hoc module is understood as participation in activities related to political
groups, associations or parties, including attending any of their meetings or signing a petition. In 2015, at
EU-28 level, 12.8 % of all the people replied that they were active citizens according to the definition above.
Among the EU-28, we find the highest rate in Sweden (31.3 %), followed by the Netherlands (25.3 %) and
France (24.8 %). The least active citizens were observed in Cyprus (2.1 %), Slovakia (2.8 %) and Romania (3.6
%).

Persons with high educational attainment are more active citizens compared with the total population. In
2015, at EU-28 level, 22.6 % of all Europeans with tertiary education stated that they participated in activities
related to active citizenship, while the corresponding rates for persons with medium education (upper secondary,
ISCED 3-4 ) and low education (less than primary education, ISCED 0-2 ) were 12.1 % and 6.1 % respectively.
The most striking difference in levels of participation between the highest and the lowest educated persons is
to be seen in France (27.5 pp); the Netherlands (23.8 pp) and the United Kingdom (22.9 pp), see Table 3.
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Active citizens, by educational level, and by income, 2015
(% of paople aged 16 and over)

Education Income Gender
e with  Coainile with
GH}E?D-I: "S"SE'“I'J”;"_‘] H'“"s'_':‘.cm 20%lowesi  Z0%highest  Women Men
income o
EU2B (') 128 6.1 121 226 a5 18.7 124 132
Bedgium 49 16 41 B3 a0 76 38 63
Bulgaria T 15 31 B3 148 T 34 41
Crech Republc 432 20 18 73 29 &1 a7 47
Denmark 9.5 8.1 8.z 138 100 i a7 103
Genmany 138 7.2 131 7 113 18.3 115 144
Estania a7 48 a0 121 73 111 g4 ad
Iredand ('} 13.0 7.8 121 175 95 18.3 126 1385
Greaca a4 57 1] 118 63 107 B4 04
Spain 78 38 BS 138 439 14.1 T3 [T ]
Framce 248 125 227 400 175 352 255 241
Croatia 57 10 6.5 10.0 15 T 49 -1}
Italy 6.3 15 15 1.7 40 10.0 57 68
Cyprus 21 13 18 14 pL 45 12 3l
Latvia 5.8 24 43 105 25 9.4 55 &7
Lithisanis [ 18 45 126 24 121 BE 59
Luxembouryg 172 103 189 262 07 244 158 128
Humgary 4.7 18 4z a1 30 75 43 52
Maita a7 88 81 M2 T2 101 3] w7
Hetherlands 253 128 242 A3 3T 0.5 245 287
Alstma 189 ar 10.2 217 BT 17.9 103 1386
Podand ('} 7.3 30 6.4 131 45 125 63 &5
Poriwgal 2.8 5.2 126 258 50 18.1 Ba 1z
Romania 6 20 L1 8.3 18 B4 33 39
Slowenia 98 41 Bz 173 69 144 - 1] 0o
Slowakia 28 11 23 1] 149 16 25 a1
Finland 2422 13.6 233 a1 07 282 264 220
Sweden 33 243 303 13-} 287 340 22 0L
Unéted Kingdom [} 202 2.0 18.6 e 149 32.2 1949 2008
Icaland 240 15.1 235 T3 240 275 267 230
Herway 152 12.2 142 223 153 16.2 167 157
Switzeriand 25.0 15.6 25.7 I56 213 320 241 208
Former Yigoslay = - N
Republic of MBCedonia 98 41 "y 174 34 50 71 1286
Seqbia 4.0 2.3 42 61 34 4.9 28 62
Note: " Estimaled data
* Unreliatie data
Source: Eurostsl (eniine dala codes: ilc_=op19 and ic_scp2d)
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Table 3: Active citizens, by educational level, and by income, 2015 (% people aged 16+) Source:
(ilc_scp20)

There are no significant differences when it comes to active citizenship by gender, neither at EU-28 level (the
rates are 12.4 % for women and 13.2 % for men), with the exception of Greece (10.4 % for men and 6.4 % for
women), nor across the remaining countries, with the exception of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
(12.6 % for men and 7.1 % for women). The reversed pattern is found in Finland (22.0 % men and 26.4 %
women), Sweden (30.4 % for men and 32.2 % for women) and Lithuania (5.9 % for men and 6.6 % for women).
More women are politically active also in two of the non-EU country Iceland (23.0 % men and 26.7 % women)
and Norway (15.7 % for men and 16.7 % for women) (Table 3).

People with higher income tend be more active citizens compared with the total population. This is true
regardless of the household types and/or the degree of urbanisation — it is the level of income that influences
the variations across the countries. The participation rate at EU-28 level, for the persons in the highest income
quintile was 18.7 %, while it was 9.5 % for the persons in the lowest income quintile , as shown in Table 3.

Reasons for non-participation

In 2015, 41.1 % of all Europeans stated that they were not interested in participating in active citizenship
activities. The most frequent answer given for not volunteering was "other reasons!'", (37.2 % for formal and
38.7 % for informal). For all three questions on informal/formal voluntary activities and active citizenship, at
EU-28 level, people with low education answered more frequently that they are not interested in such activities,
while people with tertiary education stated that they cannot participate due to lack of time or other reasons,
as shown in Figure 2.

IThose who say "no", but the reason is other than "not having time” or "having no interest"
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Figure 2: Reason for non-participation in volunteering and active citizenship, by educational
level EU-28, 2015 (% people aged 16+-) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp21)

Having someone for help or to discuss personal matters

In 2015, 5.9 % of the EU-28 population could not ask any relative, friend or neighbour for help. In two Member
States, the rates for people in the same situation were twice the EU average: Italy (13.2 %) and Luxembourg
(12.9 %). Only 1.9 % of the population in both Czech Republic and Finland responded that they didn’t have
anyone for help. In the majority of Member States the proportion of persons who have nobody to ask for help
was well below the EU-28 average, as shown in Figure 3.
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Mot having someone to ask for help, 2015
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Figure 3: Not having someone to ask for help, 2015 (% people aged 16+) Source: Eurostat
(ilc_scpl5)

In all Member States, more people with low education had a limited possibility to ask a relative, friend or
neighbour for help than the total population (see Table 4).
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Not having someone to ask for help, by education, 2015
(% of people aged 16 and over)

Low High
s (ISCED 0-2) (ISCED 5.8)
EU28 (") 59 9.1 35
Belgium 78 125 53
Bulgaria 47 71 33
Czech Republic 19 31 0.9
Denmark 45 73 22
Germany 33 55 22
Estonia 7.2 10.5 4.8
Ireland (%) 38 45 3.1
Greece 38 44 29
Spain 31 4.1 15
France 69 10.4 34
Croatia 55 82 31
Italy 13.2 16.7 83
Cyprus 30 39 17
Latvia 82 125 52
Lithuania 32 6.2 1.6
Luxembourg 129 18.9 6.5
Hungary 28 41 21
Malta 39 5.0 17
Netherlands 91 17.2 44
Austria 42 6.9 28
Poland (%) 41 59 17
Portugal 96 11.6 4.4
Romania 44 5.3 2.8
Slovenia 36 6.1 16
Slovakia 21 4.6 1.1
Finland 19 28 1.3
Sweden 27 46 16
United Kingdom (%) 6.9 9.5 5.6
lceland 36 55 18
Norway 29 5.1 1.2
Switzerland 4.3 8.1 32
Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia 106 "7 6.0
Serbia 6.0 10.1 3.1
Mote: ' Estimated data
*Unreliable data

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp15)
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Table 4: Not having someone to ask for help, by education, 2015 (% of people aged 16 and over)

Source: Eurostat (ilc_scpl5))

In 2015, 6.0 % of the EU-28 population didn’t have anyone to discuss personal matters with, as shown in Table
5. The majority of Member States were below the EU-28 average, with the exceptions of France and Italy, where
12.4 % and 11.9 % of persons respectively were in this situation. Looking at gender differences, more European
men (6.7 %) than women (5.4 %) didn’t have anyone to discuss personal matters with. Among the Member
States, we find the largest gender gap in France, followed by the Netherlands and Finland (6.6 percentage points

(pp) for France, 3.7 pp for the Netherlands and 2.8 for Finland).
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Mot having someone to discuss personal matters, by sex and age, 2015
{% of people aged 16 and over)

Total 25.64 65.74 =75.0

Total Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females
Euza ™ 60 6.7 54 55 49 87 7.0 ] 1]
Bedgium 6.8 75 6.2 T3 5.4 87 EX] 125 121
Bulgaria 47 51 43 50 33 5.5 58 T8 B3
Crich Republic 23 28 19 29 18 19 25 36 40
Denmark 38 5.2 24 48 22 53 o0 10.3 37
Garmany 3B 40 3.6 45 39 38 38 35 30
Estonia 59 68 54 6.4 37 9.4 a4 135 126
Iretand (') 40 48 34 44 34 72 39 7.0 24
Greece 36 38 33 36 239 43 43 52 59
Spain 22 25 20 23 14 28 25 i 349
France (') 124 16.2 9.6 %7 T4 234 143 24.7 182
Croalia 43 54 45 52 13 75 73 9.9 110
Haly 119 125 114 126 110 15.1 140 144 141
Cyprus 20 25 16 27 146 27 17 51 27
Latvia 6.2 6.1 8.3 56 49 108 EE] 128 127
Lithuania 5.0 43 5.1 42 36 98 73 122 131
Luxembourg 5.6 6.7 45 6.6 a7 8.2 43 14.0 39
Hungary 23 25 21 28 14 20 26 40 44
Malta 51 5.4 47 51 413 8.0 58 8.1 10.5
Netherlands 77 LT 59 BS 50 149 107 204 LT
Ausiria 35 42 29 ar 24 k] 42 71 62
Poland (') 47 49 45 5.0 42 5.5 57 &7 B4
Portugal 6.1 68 55 63 44 10.5 ER 0.0 100
Romania 48 43 48 48 41 57 6.8 7.1 Bd
Siovenia 24 29 20 24 15 52 43 a3 ia
Slovakia 22 28 18 26 15 20 a1 40 20
Finland 44 58 3.0 45 20 11 40 14.4 81
Swaden 44 L1 33 51 27 8.1 40 0.4 81
United Kingdom 44 52 41 48 44 58 35 79 44
Iceland 45 55 15 57 24 6.5 6.6 132 117
Norway 31 4.1 21 4.0 1.7 45 30 56 50
Swilzerland 48 58 EN 54 34 8.7 53 124 87
Foqmer Yugoskay
Republic of Macedonia 87 89 85 9.3 77 101 129 0.9 159
Serbia 36 38 35 32 24 59 51 77 76
HMobe; " Esimated data
Sowurce: Eurostat (onkine data coss: llc_sop17)
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Table 5: Not having someone to discuss personal matters, by sex and age, 2015 (% of people
aged 16 and over) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scpl7)

Income inequality seems to influence social isolation; more than twice as many Europeans with lower income
stated that they didn’t have anyone to discuss personal matters with (see Figure 4). The largest differences
between persons with low and high income were reported in both Belgium and Estonia (10.4 pp); the lowest
were observed in Cyprus (2.0 pp) and Greece (2.4 pp).
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Not having anyone to discuss personal matters with by
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Figure 4: Not having anyone to discuss personal matters with, by income quintile, 2015 (% people
aged 16+) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scpl8)

Integration with friends and relatives

In most EU-28 Member States more than one third of people reported getting together with relatives every
week (35.2 %, see Table 6). In Cyprus, Slovakia and Greece most people said they were in contact with relatives
on a daily basis (respectively 45.4 %, 36.3 % and 35.7 %). On average, 15.1 % of people in the EU-28 reported
getting together with relatives less often than once a month or not at all in 2015. At 24.8 %, Latvia recorded the
highest share of people who never got together with relatives, or only did so less than once a month, followed
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by Estonia (23.0 %) and Lithuania (22.2 %).

Frequency of getting together with relatives and friends, 2015 (% people aged 16+)
[% paopia aged 16+)

Frequency ol gelling logeher wilh Lasily (ielalves | Freguiency ol gelling logelher wilh (Msnds
Several  Motimihe A1 lewst Seqeral  Notmihe  ARleast
Evary OmZaa Gmess  Bs12  oBtad Ewary Oacaa  tmesa  last1?  oaced
E wek mm month __moams ar__ Everyday waek  moath  month  meaths
[T TN 4.7 52 129 ' P4 ] ] 158 w2 1] 20 32 Ty
Babgium 185 a74 B2 148 20 B3 162 4TE 0.0 RN 28 5B
Bukgara 218 21.0 208 =22 23 "y a8 20 A 233 4.8 a8
Crach Rapublic 143 352 184 - iT B 105 vl i85 a8 ir 47
Denmark EX] F1] 187 us [T] 180 T =2 7.3 200 10 28
Carmany 143 05 L oo 4 6T 117 o 158 kiRl 14 7o
Essonia 43 250 249 ms 22 188 as ] 201 233 25 R
wretand (') 182 80 27 s 43 120 132 a8 1% RLE ] 45 &8
Gresce BT 342 B8 153 B 51 403 401 48 iz 14 23
Span 23 408 BA me 26 108 248 44 B0 40 s 51
Framce 137 3B na Fil] 16 73 132 A ws 264 18 T
Croadia =T 230 "y 17 16 0.5 ek 34 65 155 20 3B
ety & a0 01 L] A2 T 185 a1 ur 07 §3 48
Cyprus 454 337 29 B85 35 BO arq 423 40 27 12 18
Latma 43 248 28 241 1.¥ 2a1 F4 e T ara [L.] 1.8
Lihuasia kS 2B 234 s [k ] Ha a1 =1 a7 264 i7 180
Lemembourg 4T nT 13 LA 26 1|2 7 4.1 w? 08 22 &0
Hungary 165 a3 181 Fal) 12 ba 187 XA k] 0d 0 &1
Maktiz M7 408 (4] L] 19 63 193 L] 139 148 138 TB
Wathernssds [1] 3] 18 eXT] ] (T A ] L F] FIT] 23 A
Ausina T4 353 1 2 20 136 73 454 1B 247 30 53
Foland () a3 208 234 Fal ) ar 188 a0 158 46 s 26 174
Parugal -1 386 Ta 08 23 Ba 367 k] B2 ind 56 54
Romania 33 rn 133 Fah} 28 103 105 W2 w2 263 52 1.3
Shreenin AL L] 5.2 7 i 13 122 15.3 s L] ] 0 &0
Slovakia 33 303 i0g 18z [ &8 4% vl | n"r 230 13 83
Firland 0.0 s 138 20 r an 185 485 w2 201 12 83
Swadan 55 356 153 Ha 432 i35 135 518 ] 7 28 45
United Kingdom i’} 185 1.1 132 1432 1z 128 a7 443 [11] 184 B4 58
Kaland 85 T {CF] na 11 (1] 54 K] i M FI] i
Harwey 118 4.7 145 mz 18 in4d 135 523 e gL 11 28
Swalreriand %] pol:] 160 LR 18 LLA: ] a4 e 131 LN or =L )
;‘;’;‘::";“:‘:mu s T [T 1 B3 05 482 Wi 83 ®1 18 1t
Sartia =0 230 48 99 i3 51 85 ) 7 iLE] 18 72
Hote.  Esbmaled dala
*Unrakabla data
Sowrve: Eurastal (snkne dals ooe i_scpda)
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Table 6: Frequency of getting together with relatives and friends, 2015 (% people aged 16-+)
Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp09)

Similarly, most people in the EU-28 reported getting together with friends every week (38.2 %), while 10.9 %
of the EU-28 population got together with friends less often than once a month in 2015. Greece, Cyprus and
Croatia had the highest proportions (more than 70 %) of people who saw friends most frequently (on daily basis
or weekly); while in Malta, Poland and Lithuania we find the highest share of population which got together
with friends less often than once a month in 2015 ( 21.5 %, 20.0 % and 19.7 % respectively), please see Table 6.

Communication via social media

The respondents were also asked about the frequency with which they participate in social networking sites,
such as community-based web sites, online discussion forums, chat rooms and other social spaces online. In
2015, in the EU-28, more than half of the population (50.5 %) reported that they have not communicated via
social media during the last 12 months. However, the second most common answer was the frequency ’daily’
(26.2 %). The variation between the 'never’ and ’daily’ is explained by age: the majority of young people
between 16 to 24 years old used social media on a daily basis (66.4 %); while not even one tenth (6.8 %) of
the elder people between 65 to 74 years old did, as shown in Table 7. This pattern was repeated across all the
reporting countries.
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Communication via social media (daily or never), by age, 2015
(% of people aged 16 and over)

Hotin the last 12
L e months
HNotin the
Daily last12 16-24 65-74 16-24 65-74
months
Euzs() 26.2 505 66.4 6.8 9.5 81.3
Belgium 352 464 792 3.8 T4 79.7
Bulgaria 0.7 525 689 53 209 87.2
Czech Republic 228 48.2 682 4.5 LA 80.2
Denmark 40.7 208 822 15.9 19 57.7
Germany 232 486 60.3 63 83 737
Estonia 274 57.2 765 52 71 883
Ireland () 418 400 87.3 15.3 44 728
Greece 288 529 788 2.1 9.5 032
Spain 309 51.1 75.7 6.2 8.7 873
France 20.2 56.6 61.4 49 10.3 859
Croatia 248 633 76.8 30 a5 952
Italy 238 506 626 36 133 916
Cyprus 406 471 835 69 6.8 881
Latvia 19.5 46.7 56.3 28 6.4 86.6
Lithuania 18.6 532 64.4 11 6.7 922
Luxembourg 369 435 819 112 33 B80.0
Hungary 240 46.5 639 36 104 812
Malta 426 438 850 121 7.2 T84
Hetherlands 392 386 71.2 17.2 8.0 706
Austria 328 491 778 98 7.0 81.1
Poland (%) 17.6 516 552 20 6.1 88.0
Portugal 248 537 732 53 8.4 875
Romania 173 50.7 430 36 214 798
Slovenia 215 57.9 69.4 35 8.5 893
Slovakia 35 418 736 3.8 76 848
Finland 355 435 731 11.0 6.2 76.5
Sweden 412 376 793 17.4 47 68.3
United Kingdom (*} 351 427 76.4 127 58 71.1
Iceland 246 261 55.9 125 56 545
Horway 455 368 799 179 828 675
Switzerland 24.0 50.5 555 6.3 115 825
Former Yugoslav Republic
phittytyllgnti rid 46.8 783 42 120 904
Serbia 25 61.4 708 20 10.7 952
Mote: ' Estimated data
* Unreliable data

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_scp13)

eurostati|

Table 7: Communication via social media (daily or never), by age, 2015 (% of people aged 16
and over) Source: Eurostat (ilc_scp13)
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Source data for tables and graphs

e Social participation and integration statistics - download excel file

Data sources

The ad-hoc module 2015 on ’Social and cultural participation’ defines the items on social engagement and
participation in the following way:

Formal volunteering refers to activities organised through an organisation, a formal group or a club. It also
includes unpaid work for charitable or religious organisations.

Informal volunteering’ refers to:

e helping other people, including family members not living in the same household (e.g. cooking for others,
taking care of people in hospitals/at home, taking people for a walk, shopping, etc)

e helping animals (e.g. taking care of homeless, wild animals)
e other informal voluntary activities such as cleaning a beach, a forest etc.

Getting together with friends or family asks about the frequency with which the respondent usually gets to-
gether with family or friends during a normal year. Only relatives or friends who don’t live in the respondent’s
household should be considered.

Contact with friends or family asks about the frequency with which the respondent is usually in contact with
family or friends during a normal year. Contact can be made by telephone, SMS, letter, fax, Internet (e-mail,
Skype, Facebook, FaceTime or other social networks and other internet communication tools), etc. Ounly rela-
tives or friends who don’t live in the respondent’s household should be considered. It should be real contact,
e.g. a letter or a conversation. Sharing or viewing photos is not a real contact and is excluded.

Ability to ask for help measures the respondent’s possibility to ask for any kind of help: moral, material or
financial from any relatives, friends or neighbours. Both relatives and friends should be understood in their
widest meaning. The question is about the possibility for the respondent to ask for help whether the respondent
needs it or not.

To discuss personal matters is defined as the presence of at least one person the respondent can discuss personal
matters with. The potential is to have somebody to discuss personal matters with, whether the respondent
needs it or not. It can be anybody, including household members and not necessarily family or friends.

Communication via social media is defined as the frequency with which the respondent participates actively
in social networking sites, such as community-based web sites, online discussion forums, chat rooms and other
social spaces online. Active participation means not only joining social networks but also contributing actively
to the discussion. Posting messages, photos, “likes”, etc. is also included. A social media should be understood
as any website that enables users to create public profiles within that website and form relationships with other
users (not necessarily friends or people really close to him/her) of the same website who access their profile.
Examples of such social media can be: Facebook, My Space, LinkedIn, Twitter etc.

All the variables above are collected at personal level via personal interview with all current household members
aged 16 and over or, if applicable, with each selected respondent. The age refers to the age at the end of the
income reference period.

Context

At the Laeken European Council in December 2001, European heads of state and government endorsed a first
set of common statistical indicators for social exclusion and poverty that are subject to a continuing process of
refinement by the indicators sub-group (ISG) of the social protection committee (SPC). These indicators are
an essential element in the open method of coordination (OMC) to monitor the progress made by the EU’s
Member States in alleviating poverty and social exclusion.

EU-SILC is the reference source for EU statistics on income and living conditions and, in particular, for indica-
tors concerning social inclusion. In the context of the Europe 2020 strategy, the European Council adopted in
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/1/1f/Social_Participation_graphs_and_tables_2018-update.xlsx

June 2010 a headline target for social inclusion — namely, that by 2020 there should be at least 20 million fewer
people in the EU at risk of poverty or social exclusion than there were in 2008. EU-SILC is the source used
to monitor progress towards this headline target, which is measured through an indicator that combines the
at-risk-of-poverty rate, the severe material deprivation rate, and the proportion of people living in households
with very low work intensity — see the article on social inclusion statistics for more information.

Ad-hoc modules are developed each year in order to complement the variables permanently collected in EU-
SILC with supplementary variables highlighting unexplored aspects of social inclusion.

The 2015 ad-hoc module include variables on social and cultural participation (15 variables) as well as variables
on material deprivation (7 variables). These two topics had been also the themes for previous ad-hoc modules
in 2006 (on social participation) and in 2014 and 2009 (on material deprivation).

Other articles

e Culture statistics - cultural participation

e Quality of life indicators - governance and basic rights (online publication)

e Quality of life indicators - leisure (online publication)

e Quality of life indicators - social interactions (online publication)

Database

e Income and living conditions (ilc) , see:

EU-SILC ad-hoc modules (ilc_ahm)
Frequency of getting together with family (relatives) or friends by sex, age and educational attainment
level

Frequency of getting together with family (relatives) or friends by income quintile, household type and
degree of urbanisation

Frequency of contacts with family (relatives) or friends by sex, age and educational attainment level
Frequency of communication via social media by sex, age and educational attainment level

Frequency of communication via social media by income quintile, household type and degree of urbani-
sation

Having someone to ask for help by sex, age and educational attainment level

Having someone to ask for help by income quintile, household type and degree of urbanisation

Having someone to discuss personal matters by sex, age and educational attainment level

Having someone to discuss personal matters by income quintile, household type and degree of urbanisation

Participation in formal or informal voluntary activities, active citizeship by sex, age and educational
attainment level

Participation in formal or informal voluntary activities, active citizeship by income quintile, household
type and degree of urbanisation

Reasons of non-participation in formal or informal voluntary activities, active citizeship in the last 12
months by sex, age and educational attainment level

Reasons of non-participation in formal or informal voluntary activities, active citizeship in the last 12
months by by income quintile, household type and degree of urbanisation
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Culture_statistics_-_cultural_participation
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Quality_of_life_indicators_-_governance_and_basic_rights
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Quality_of_life_indicators_-_leisure
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Quality_of_life_indicators_-_social_interactions
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-conditions/data/database

Dedicated section

e Income and living conditions

e Ad-hoc modules

Publications

e Monitoring social inclusion in Europe — 2017 edition

e Quality of life - Facts and views — 2015 edition

e Living conditions in Europe — 2014 Edition

Methodology

e Income and living conditions (ESMS metadata file — ilc_esms)

e Ad-hoc modules (see 2015 — Social/cultural participation and material deprivation)

e Income and living conditions methodology

e EU statistics on income and living conditions (EU-SILC) methodology (online EU SILC methodology)

Legislation

e Regulation (EC) No 1177/2003 of 16 June 2003 concerning Community statistics on income and living
conditions (EU-SILC)

e Summaries of EU Legislation: EU statistics on income and living conditions

e Regulation (EC) No 1553/2005 of 7 September 2005 amending Regulation (EC) No 1177/2003 concerning
Community statistics on income and living conditions (EU-SILC)

e Commission Regulation (EU) No 67/2014 of 27 January 2014 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1177/2003
of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning Community statistics on income and living con-
ditions (EU-SILC) as regards the 2015 list of target secondary variables on social and cultural participation
and material deprivation

External links

e European Commission — Education and culture

e European Commission — Culture for growth and jobs

e Creative Europe
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-conditions
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-conditions/data/ad-hoc-modules
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-05-14-075&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-05-14-073&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-DZ-14-001&amp;language=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/ilc_esms.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-conditions/data/ad-hoc-modules
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/income-and-living-conditions/methodology
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/EU_statistics_on_income_and_living_conditions_(EU-SILC)_methodology
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32003R1177:EN:NOT
https://ec.europa.euhttps://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/LSU/?uri=CELEX:32003R1177
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32005R1553:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32014R0067:EN:NOT
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/culture/policy/strategic-framework/growth-jobs_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/actions/index_en.htm
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