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"After a slight increase in 2020, intentional homicides decreased by 4.3 % in 2021, reaching the lowest
value over the 2008-2021 period. "

"3.9 per one million women were in 2021 victims of intentional homicide killed by family members or
intimate partners while male victims were 1.8 per one million men. "

" Sexual violence offences are still in an increasing trend in 2021. "

"Police-recorded crimes against property in the EU decreased further in 2021: robberies fell by 1 %, thefts
by 7 % and burglaries by 2 % compared with the previous year. "

The statistics presented in this article are based on official figures for police-recorded offences (criminal acts) in
Europe between 2008 and 2021. The results cover the European Union (EU) , the EFTA countries, as well as the
candidate countries and the potential candidate countries . The number of police-recorded crimes varies widely
across the EU, even relative to population size, due to different laws, recording practices and reporting to the police,
that affect comparison. The crimes are classified according to the ICCS (International Classification of Crime for
Statistical Purposes) . Counting methodologies for offences and persons should be applied. Countries’ compliance
with the classification of crimes and counting methodologies is explained in the general and countries metadata and
in the police-recorded offences metadata .

3 690 intentional homicides in the EU in 2021, the lowest value in 2008-2021

After a slight increase in 2020, there were 3 690 police-recorded intentional homicides in 2021 in the EU, with a 4.3
% decrease compared to the previous year. The decrease was observed in 16 EU countries out of 27 that provided
data. Figure 1 shows the absolute number and the rate per hundred thousand inhabitants.

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Union_(EU)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Free_Trade_Association_(EFTA)
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http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/statistics/iccs.html
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/statistics/iccs.html
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64346/9069646/Methodological Guide 2008-2016.pdf
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/crim_esms.htm
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/crim_off_cat_esms.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Intentional_homicide


Figure 1: Intentional homicide, 2008-2021 (number of police-recorded offences and rate per 100 000 inhabi-
tants) Source: Eurostat (crim_off_cat)

Women victims of intentional homicide killed by family members or intimate partners (per
million women) were 3.9 in 2021 while male victims were 1.8 (per million men)

As shown in Figure 2, the rate of women killed by family members or intimate partners in relation to the population
size decreased in 2021 compared to previous year. Looking at the figures per million of women, the rate decreased
by 7 % from 4.2 to 3.9 and returned to the 2019 level. At the same time, men killed by family members or intimate
partners decreased by 17 % (1.8 per million men compared to 2.2 in the previous year). The values are cal-
culated on the responding countries, covering between 75 % and 82 % of the EU population in the period 2015-2021.
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Figure 2: Intentional homicide victims by family members or intimate partners, male and female, 2015-2021
Source: Eurostat (crim_hom_vrel)

About 206 800 sexual violence crimes in the EU in 2021, still on a growing trend

In the EU, about 206 800 offences of sexual violence were recorded by police in 2021, that is 17 % more than in the
previous year. As shown in Figure 3, the trend had increased since 2013, with the exception of 2020. There was an
increase in the number of sexual violence offences in 2021 compared to 2020 in 24 out of 27 countries, while
Bulgaria, Hungary and Slovakia are the only countries to record a decrease. In 2021, in the EU countries, the police
recorded 46 offences of sexual violence per 100 000 inhabitants, compared to 39 in 2021.
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Figure 3: Sexual violence, 2013-2021 (number of police-recorded offences and rate per 100 000 inhabitants)
Source: Eurostat (crim_off_cat)

216 400 robberies, 1 200 300 burglaries and 4 362 000 thefts in the EU in 2021, the lowest
numbers since 2010

Between 2020 and 2021, police-recorded robberies in the EU fell by 1 %, to around 216 400. Robberies have been
continuously decreasing since 2013 and had a sharp decline in 2020. They further decreased in 23 out of 27
countries in 2021, with the exception of Estonia, Spain, Italy and Luxembourg. In 2021, 48 robberies were recorded
by the police for every 100 000 inhabitants in the EU countries, a small decrease (- 1) compared with 49 in 2020. In
the EU, police-recorded burglaries amounted to around 1 200 300 in 2021. As shown in Figure 4, the number of
robberies was generally steady until 2014 and has declined since then. The number of burglaries decreased by 7 %
compared to 2020 and is 44 % smaller than the highest value reached in 20141. Comparing the EU countries that
provided data in 2021, 19 countries out of 25 reported the lowest value for the 2010-2021 period. There was a
decrease in the number of burglaries from the previous year in 21 countries out of 25 that provided the data for both
years, while Czechia, Italy, Luxembourg and Romania registered an increase. Two hundred and sixty nine
burglaries were recorded by police for every 100 000 inhabitants in the EU countries in 2021, a decrease (- 31)
compared to 290 in 2020. Police-recorded thefts numbered around 4 362 000 in 2021, with a 2 % decrease
compared to 2020. As shown in Figure 4, there was an increase until 2014, followed by a decrease since then. This
decrease was partly caused by a methodological break in the French series in 2016, due to a change in
classification to better comply with ICCS (International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes). In 2021, 17
countries out of 27 registered the lowest value for the period 2010-2021. In 18 countries out of 27 there was a
decrease in the number of thefts compared to the previous year, while the values increased in Belgium, Estonia,
Spain, France, Italy, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Poland, Romania. In 2021, 975 thefts were recorded by the police for
every 100 000 inhabitants in the EU countries, a decrease (- 17) compared with 992 in 2020.

1In the EU total, the value for Estonia is missing and the Hungarian values for 2016-2021 are based on the latest available figures due to
missing data.
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Figure 4: Robbery, burglary and theft, 2010-2021 (number of police-recorded offences) Source: Eurostat
(crim_off_cat)

Figure 5 shows the sum of robberies, burglaries and thefts in 2021 in relation to the population size
(police-recorded offences per 100 000 inhabitants) and compared with the previous year. The highest figures for
police-recorded offences in 2021 were observed in Sweden (3 558 per 100 000 inhabitants that means one offence
per 28 persons), Denmark (2 677 per 100 000 inhabitants, one offence per 37 persons) and Finland (2 392 per 100
000 inhabitants, one per 42 persons), Luxembourg (2 301 per 100 000 inhabitants, one per 43 persons) and France
(2 268 per 100 000 inhabitants, one per 44 persons), followed by seven countries with between 1 000 and 2 000
robberies, burglaries and thefts per 100 000 inhabitants (Belgium, Italy, Germany, Netherlands, Austria, Ireland and
Malta), equivalent to one per 50-100 people. In eight countries the rate was between 500 and 1 000
police-recorded robberies, burglaries and thefts per 100 000 inhabitants, one every 100-200 persons, and in
Poland, Croatia, Hungary, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Slovakia and Cyprus the rate was below 500 per 100 000
inhabitants, one for over 200 people. The differences among countries are explained not only by the level of crime,
but also by the different attitudes in reporting and recording crimes, especially minor ones.
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Figure 5: Robbery, burglary and theft, 2020-2021 (police-recorded offences per 100 000 inhabitants) Source:
Eurostat (crim_off_cat)

Frauds are on an increasing trend since 2016

In the EU there were around 2 450 800 police-recorded frauds in 2020, the last collected year, with an increase of 4
% compared to the previous year. Fourteen out of 26 countries that provided the data had an increase compared to
2019 and
12 countries recorded their highest value for the 2016-2020 period. This category also includes cyber-related frauds.
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Figure 6: Fraud (included cyber-related), 2016-2020 (number of police-recorded offences and rate per 100
000 inhabitants) Source: Eurostat (crim_off_cat)

Source data for tables and graphs

Source data for graphs

Data sources

Statistics on crime and criminal justice systems in general Data sources include police and other law
enforcement agencies, public prosecutors, law courts, prisons, relevant ministries, and statistical offices. The
national authorities are responsible for official figures that are sent to Eurostat and to the United Nations (UN
Survey on Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice Systems) .

The data of this article This article presents results based on official figures for police-recorded offences
(criminal acts) from 2008 onwards. Eurostat updates the web database when countries send new figures, which
may differ from figures presented in previous web articles. A major problem for crime statistics at European level is
missing figures. Several EU totals in this article were adjusted due to this. For instance if a 2021 figure was
missing, the figure for 2020 was used from same country for the same crime. In some cases, an average of the
year before and after is used. Another method to deal with missing data is to compare three-year averages. For
some crimes, simply too much data are missing for an EU total to be presented. The web database contains figures
as reported (no adjustment).
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https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/data/database
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/data/database


Particular crimes Additional data on intentional homicide, rape, and sexual assault:

• Victims, suspects, prosecutions, convictions

• Prisoners

• Worldwide homicide statistics

Earlier data

• Police-recorded crimes 1950-1992 (total)

• Police-recorded crimes 1993-2007 (by crime)

Context
Crime statistics are used by EU institutions, national authorities, media, politicians, organisations, and the general
public. Each state establishes its criminal laws, define crimes, legal proceedings and justice reactions, as well as
specifications for official crime statistics (except for crimes that are covered by international or EU law). Typically,
comparing crime statistics between countries is challenging due to different national criminal laws and different
criminal justice systems.

However, it could also be argued that there are many similarities between European countries. This, combined with
public and political interest, was the background for developing EU-wide crime statistics. Over the last decade, EU
institutions, national authorities, and the UN have cooperated to improve European crime statistics. A major quality
improvement is to use a common classification of crimes.

Official crime statistics mainly reflect how the authorities register and handle cases. The figures are provided by
national authorities such as the police, prosecution, courts, and prisons. Of those, police figures give the broadest
picture, as they include recorded offences, whether or not they led to prosecution. Still, the police records do not
measure the total occurrence of crime. Simply put, the total occurrence would be the reported plus the unreported,
minus the incorrectly reported. It is fair to assume that the reporting rate is high when a police record is required to
support an insurance claim (e.g. car theft and burglary).

Other articles

• Police, court, and prison personnel statistics

• Prison statistics

• Quality of life indicators - economic security and physical safety

• SDG_16_-_Peace,_justice_and_strong_institutions

Publications

• Publication list
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https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/47bdbc68-2521-4ca8-b4b1-ff4dcd257ace?lang=en
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/614006d2-0663-45a0-9857-e47cdeb87be7?lang=en
https://ec.europa.euhttps://dataunodc.un.org/content/data/homicide/homicide-rate
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/20a8d3da-68f3-4f91-87b5-c9ccdb29e133?lang=en
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/93ecbcfb-64a0-4863-8fe0-065fe8b0c045?lang=en
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/statistics/iccs.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Police,_court_and_prison_personnel_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Prison_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Quality_of_life_indicators_-_economic_security_and_physical_safety
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/SDG_16_-_Peace,_justice_and_strong_institutions
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/publications


Database

Crime and criminal justice

Crime, violence, or vandalism in the area

Rating trust in institutions

General government expenditure by function

Dedicated section

• Crime and criminal justice statistics main page

Methodology

• Methodology overview and links to detailed information

External links

• Links to other institutions
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https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-datasets/-/ilc_mddw03
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/38f3463d-5377-47fe-9f53-24aade2d9f35?lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-datasets/-/gov_10a_exp
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/crime/overview
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