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Highlights
In 2024, EU countries granted citizenship to close to 1.2 million people who had their usual residence on EU
territory, an increase of 12% compared with 2023.Most of the new citizenships were granted by Germany (288 700;
24.5% of the EU total), Spain (252500; 21.4% of the EU total), Italy (217 400; 18.5%), France (103 700; 8.8%) and
Sweden (63 000; 5.4%).In 2024, Syrians, Moroccans and Albanians remained in the top 3 recipients of EU country
citizenship.This article presents recent statistics on the acquisition of citizenship in the European Union (EU) .
Citizenship is the legal bond between an individual and a state, acquired by birth, naturalisation, or other means
according to national legislation. Naturalisation is the process by which a state grants its citizenship through a
formal act on application of the individual concerned. Other ways of granting citizenship may include spouses of
nationals, minors adopted by nationals and descendants of nationals born abroad returning to the country of origin
of their ancestors. Naturalisation rate is the ratio of the number of persons who acquired the citizenship of a country
during a calendar year over the total number of non-national residents in the same country at the beginning of the
year.

Main trends in the acquisition of citizenship

In 2024, 1 177 232 people obtained citizenship of the EU country of their usual residence, an increase of 11.6%
compared with 2023 (Figure 1). This was mainly the result of increases in absolute terms in Germany (88 900 more
residents were granted German citizenship than in 2023), followed by Spain (12 300 more) and France (6 400
more) (Table 1). By contrast, the largest decreases in absolute terms compared with 2023 were observed in
Romania (down by 8 500) and by Sweden (down by 4 800).

Figure 1
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Table 1: Total number of acquisitions of citizenship, 2014-2024

(1 000)
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
EU 7621 7217 8439 7037 676.6 7123 7307 8277 9909 108456 11772
Belgium 18.7 271 319 374 362 406 339 392 485 852 601
Bulgaria 09 1.3 16 09 1.0 0.7 09 22 09 0.4 0.3
Czechia 51 26 46 35 23 29 27 52 55 54 58
Denmark 47 17 15.0 73 28 18 7.1 65 5.1 34 6.3
Germany 1106 110.1 112.8 115.4 116.8 1320 111.2 130.0 1666 1998 2887
Estonia 16 09 18 09 08 0.8 0.8 1.0 08 1.1 0.8
Ireland 211 136 10.0 8.2 82 58 55 98 136 18.3 241
Greece 209 13.9 332 343 279 16.3 13.3 101 127 13.3 143
Spain 2059 114 4 150.9 66.5 908 99.0 126.3 144 0 1816 2402 2525
France 105.6 1136 119.2 1143 110.0 109.8 86.5 130.4 1145 973 1037
Croatia 07 12 40 0.7 09 11 11 07 08 07 08
Italy 129.9 178.0 201.6 146.6 1125 127.0 131.8 1215 2137 2136 2174
Cyprus 16 24 31 37 32 29 27 19 29 33 28
Latvia 21 19 20 18 17 1.7 1.1 09 1.0 1.0 1.1
Lithuania 02 02 0.2 02 01 0.1 0.2 02 05 0.1 0.1
Luxembourg 3.2 32 33 50 T0 a7 46 49 54 58 59
Hungary 8.7 40 43 238 35 33 2.1 25 30 24 17
Malta 0.3 06 15 20 10 08 12 12 08 08 11
Netherlands 327 279 285 277 279 342 559 3.0 537 56.9 59.0
Austria 76 8.1 85 91 94 10.5 88 97 108 119 13.0
Poland 41 40 a7 42 51 6.4 7.0 T4 96 11.8 16.1
Portugal 211 204 251 18.0 213 211 321 24 5 208 17.0 206
Romania (') 1.7 21 45 10.0 106 116 36 12.7 134 126 40
Slovenia 1.1 13 13 16 20 19 17 18 16 16 17
Slovakia 0.2 03 05 06 07 06 05 06 07 06 0.9
Finland 8.3 79 9.4 122 9.2 96 78 6.6 102 122 115
Sweden 435 48.0 61.3 68.9 638 64.2 802 89 4 922 678 63.0
Iceland 06 08 0.7 06 06 0.4 0.4 09 07 06 06
Liechtenstein 01 01 0.2 01 01 0.1 0.1 02 02 0.2 0.2
Norway 15.9 12 4 13.7 216 10.3 13.2 19.7 411 394 ara 275
Switzerland 328 407 429 449 42 5 411 341 370 4158 412 399

Note: The individual values do not add up due to rounding.
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(") Break in time series in 2017
Source: Eurostat (migr_acqg)

Table 1: Total number of acquisitions of citizenship (in thousands), 2014-2024 Source: Eurostat (migr_acq)

In relative terms, the largest increases occurred in Denmark (86.4%), Slovakia (59.2%), Germany (44.5%) and
Malta (38.8%), while the largest decreases occurred in Romania (-67.9%), Estonia (-29.7%) and Hungary (-28.3%)
(Figure 2).

Figure 2

Figure 3

Acquisition of citizenship in relation to the total population and
naturalisation rate

In relation to the total population on 1 January 2024, the highest number of citizenships were granted by
Luxembourg (8.8 per 1 000 persons), followed by Sweden (6.0), Spain (5.2), Belgium (5.1) and Ireland (4.5) (Figure
4).

Figure 4An indicator commonly used to measure the effect of national policies on citizenship is the " naturalisation
rate " or ratio of the total number of citizenships granted over the stock of non-national population in a country at the
beginning of the year. It is important to note that changes in naturalisation rates can also be attributed to changes in
the non-national population and in the way the non-national population is measured (see Data sources ). In 2024, in
the EU as a whole, 2.7 usual residents per 100 resident non-national citizens were granted citizenship. The country
with the highest naturalisation rate was Sweden (7.5), followed by Italy (4.1) and Spain and the Netherlands (each
3.9), while Lithuania (0.1), Bulgaria and Estonia (each 0.3) had the lowest rates (Figure 5).

Figure 5
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Acquisition of citizenship by group of previous citizenship

The majority (88.0%) of people granted an EU citizenship in 2024 were previously citizens of a non-EU country.
Citizens of another EU country than the country of residence accounted for 10.6%. People without (or with
unknown) citizenship represented 1.8% of the total (Table 2). In Hungary and Luxembourg, the majority of new
citizenships (60.5% and 59.7% respectively) concerned citizens of another EU country (Table 2). In Luxembourg,
Portuguese citizens accounted for the largest share (35.5%), followed by French (21.4%), Italian (8.8%) and
Belgian citizens (8.3%). In Hungary, most new citizenships were for Romanians (71.4%) followed by Slovaks
(20.0%) (Table 4).

Acquisitions of citizenship by group of previous citizenship, 2024

of which,
Total number Citizens of " Unkonwn previous
of recipients another EU Citizens of Stateless citizenship
Member State a non-EU country
(1 000) (1 000) (%) (1 000) (%) (1 000) (%) (1 000) (%)
EU 1177.2 124.3 10.6 1035.5 88.0 71 0.6 10.4 0.9
Belgium 60.1 15.7 26.1 419 69.7 0.1 0.2 24 4.0
Bulgaria 03 0.0 6.4 0.3 936 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Czechia 5.8 1.4 233 4.4 76.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 04
Denmark 6.3 1.7 271 4.3 68.8 0.3 41 0.0 0.0
Germany 288.7 36.1 125 246.6 85.4 4.1 1.4 1.8 0.6
Estonia 0.8 0.0 2.0 0.7 98.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Ireland 24.1 45 18.6 19.6 81.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Greece 14.3 0.9 6.3 13.4 93.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Spain 252.5 12.0 4.7 240.4 95.2 01 0.0 0.0 0.0
France 103.7 7.4 71 93.8 90.5 0.0 0.0 2.5 24
Croatia 0.8 0.1 136 0.7 86.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Italy 217.4 17.7 8.1 199.8 91.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Cyprus 2.8 04 12.9 2.4 86.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8
Latvia 1.1 0.1 4.8 1.0 94.2 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0
Lithuania 0.1 0.0 0.8 0.1 734 0.0 25.8 0.0 0.0
Luxembourg 5.9 35 59.7 2.4 40.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.0
Hungary 1.7 1.1 60.5 0.7 39.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Malta 1.1 0.1 7.5 1.1 925 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Netherlands 59.0 33 5.6 53.9 91.3 1.0 1.6 0.8 14
Austria 13.0 1.7 13.3 1.1 85.1 0.2 1.2 0.1 0.5
Poland 16.1 0.2 1.2 15.9 98.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Portugal 20.6 0.8 3.8 19.8 96.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Romania 4.0 0.0 0.6 4.0 99.3 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0
Slovenia 1.7 0.1 6.5 1.5 93.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Slovakia 0.9 0.3 333 0.6 66.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1
Finland 11.5 14 12.4 9.9 85.8 0.1 0.6 0.1 1.1
Sweden 63.0 14.0 222 45.2 71.8 1.2 1.9 25 4.0
Iceland 0.6 0.3 41.8 0.4 575 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6
Liechtenstein 0.2 0.1 57.7 0.1 423 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Norway 275 95 345 17.7 64.6 0.2 0.9 0.0 0.0
Switzerland 39.9 24.0 60.1 15.8 39.6 0.1 0.2 0.0 0.1

Note: The individual values do not add up due to rounding. Data are rounded to the nearest multiple of 5 for Germany.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_acq)
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Table 2: Acquisitions of citizenship by group of previous citizenship, 2024 Source: Eurostat (migr_acq)

For the EU as a whole, the largest groups in terms of previous citizenship in 2024 were Syrians (110 100 persons,
9.3% of all acquisitions of citizenship),
Moroccans (97 100, 8.2%), Albanians (48 000, 4.1%), Turks (41 300, 3.5%) and Romanians (39 900, 3.4%) (Table 3).
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Ten main countries of previous citizenship of the new citizens, 2024

Total
Country of acquisitions Main EU country granting citizenship
Rank - 2 - .
previous citizenship  in the EU
{1 000) Rank 1 (%) Rank2 (%) Rank 3 (%) Rank4 (%)  Other (%)
1. Syria 110.1 DE 75.6 ML 8.7 SE 6.9 BE 33 55
2.  Morocco 971 ES 442 T 285 FR 14.9 BE 5.8 6.6
3. Albania 48.0 IT 65.9 EL 22.3 DE 6.5 SE 1.6 3.8
4, Turkiye 41.3 DE 54 6 ML 15.7 FR 1.7 BE 6.0 12.1
5. 'Romania 39.9 T 37.0 DE 21.7 ES 15.0 BE 8.4 17.9
6. Venezuela 375 ES 94.5 T 1.6 DE 1.0 FR 0.6 23
7. Ukraine 44 DE 26.3 PL 235 T 18.3 ES 7.5 24.4
8. India 338 T 36.3 DE 13.9 ML 13.4 IE 1.7 247
9. Russia .0 DE 491 ES 8.3 FR 8.1 Fl 52 29.2
10. Brazil 301 T 36.8 PT 239 ES 17.7 IE 57 16.0
Mote: Data are rounded to the nearest multiple of 5 for Germany. eurostat&a

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_acq)

Table 3: Ten main countries of previous citizenship of the new citizens, 2024 Source: Eurostat (migr_acq)

The main EU countries granting citizenship to each of the top 5 nationalities were, respectively (Table 3):
+ Syrians: Germany (75.6%), the Netherlands (8.7%), and Sweden (6.9%)
* Moroccans: Spain (44.2%), ltaly (28.5%), and France (14.9%)
» Albanians: Italy (65.9%) and Greece (22.3%)
» Turks: Germany (54.6%), Netherlands (15.7%) and France (11.7%)

* Romanians: Italy (37.0%) and Germany (21.7%).
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Main countries of previous EU and non-EU citizenships of persons acquiring citizenship in the EU and EF TA countries, 2024

(in absolute numbers and as a % of the total EU and non-EU previous citizenships of persons acquiring citizenship)

Belgium Bulgaria
Previous EU ciizens of (1000) (%) Previous nonEU citizens of (1000) ) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous nonEU citizens of (1000) )
Romania 33 213 Morocco 56 34 Tealy 00 34 Torkiye (5] 305
Italy 22 142 Syria 36 87 Greece 00 273 Ukraine 0.1 262
Poland 20 13.0 Afghanistan 28 66 Latvia 0.0 136 Serbia 0.0 93
Franca 18 117 Tarkiye 25 59 Romania 00 136 Moldova 0.0 81
Netherlands 17 110 Congo. the Democratic Republic 17 41 France 00 91 North Macedonia 00 78
Other 45 289 Other 28 613 Other 00 00 Other 01 181
Czechia Denmark
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non U citizens of (1000) ) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non EU citizens of (1000) 6
Slovakia 11 776 Ukraine 19 426 Germany 03 18.6 United Kingdom 04 79
Poland 0.1 60 Russia 12 263 Poland 03 160 Pakistan 03 75
Bulgaria 01 50 Vietnam 06 28 Romania 02 144 India 03 66
Romania 01 49 Belaus 01 30 Sweden 02 90 Ukraine 03 63
Hungary 00 19 Kazakhstan 01 20 Bulgaria 01 57 lan 03 63
Other 01 46 Other 06 133 Other 06 374 Other 30 653
Germany Estonia
Previous EU ci (1.000) (%) Previous non-EU citizens of (1.000) (%) Previous EU citizens of (1000 (%) Previous non-EU citizens of (1.000) (%)
Remania 56 239 Sy 832 32 Labia 00 60.0 Recognised non-citizen 04 5.0
Poland 5.1 17.0 Turkiye 225 90 ftaly 00 133 Russia 02 274
ttaly 43 119 Russia 1.2 61 Lithuania 00 133 Belaus 00 31
Bulgaria 28 79 Irag 135 54 Finland 00 133 Pakistan 00 28
Gresce 28 78 Afghanistan 101 40 Belgium 00 00 Ukraine 0.0 28
Other 114 315 Other 1061 423 Other 00 00 Other 01 92
Treland Greece
Previous EU citizens of (1.000) %) Previous non-EU citizens of (1.000) (%) Previous EU citizens of (1000 %) Previous non-EU citizens of (1.000) (%)
Remania 14 02 Inda 39 202 Remania 03 3.1 Albania 0.7 80.1
Poland 10 234 Brazi 17 87 Bulgaria 02 235 Ukraine 03 26
Latvia 04 82 United Kingdom 15 79 Cyprus 01 154 Russia 03 25
fealy 03 62 HNigeria 12 63 Poland 01 50 Georgia 03 19
Lithuania 02 52 Philippines 11 57 Francs 00 28 India 02 16
Other 12 268 Other 10.0 512 Other 01 142 Other 15 114
Spain France
Previous EU ciizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-£U citizens of (1000) ) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non£U citizens of (1000) 6
Romania 50 500 Morocco 29 78 Romania 7 238 Morocco 45 54
fealy 19 156 Venezusla 34 1“7 Portugal 12 166 Algeria 120 128
France 10 87 Colombia 262 109 fealy 12 157 Tunisia 73 77
Bulgaria 09 77 Honduras 15.6 65 Spain 08 103 Tarkye 48 51
Portugal 08 68 Ecuador 10.9 45 Poland 07 94 lvory Coast 29 30
Other 13 112 Other 109.5 455 Other 18 242 Other 524 559
Croatia Taly
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-£U citizens of (1000) (%) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-£U citizens of (1000) 6
Germany 00 352 Bosnia and Herzegovina 03 09 Romania 148 836 Albania 316 158
Slovenia 00 176 Serbia 01 149 Poland 09 50 Morocco 276 118
Austria 00 65 Kosowo* 01 126 Bulgaria 07 39 Agentina 136 68
Bulgaria 00 56 North Macedonia 01 74 Croatia 02 14 India 123 61
Hungary 00 56 Russia 00 47 Hungary 02 11 Brazil 111 55
Other 0.0 296 Other 0.1 19.6 Other 0.9 50 Other 103.6 519
Cyprus Latvia
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-£U citizens of (1000) (%) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non£U citizens of (1000) 6
Creece 02 56 United Kingdom 13 538 Germany 00 353 Recognised non-citizen 06 522
Romania 00 108 Australis 01 61 Lithuania 00 118 Russia 02 181
Bulgaria 00 33 Russia 01 46 Estonia 00 53 United Kingdom 01 78
Germany 00 50 United States 01 44 Ireland 00 59 United States 0.0 21
Poland 00 28 South Africa 01 40 Greece 00 59 Belarus 0.0 16
Other 0.1 14.4_Other 04 174 Other 0.0 353 Other 0.1 8.3
Lithuania Luxembourg
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous nonEU citizens of (1000) %) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous nonEU citizens of (1000) 6
abia 00 1000 Ukraine 00 317 Portugal 12 FE Russia 02 50
Belgium 00 00 Stateless 0.0 260 Francs 08 214 Syria 02 70
Bulgaria 00 00 Turkiye 0.0 65 fraly 03 38 Inda 01 62
Czechia 00 0.0 Israel 00 65 Belgium 03 83 Turkiye 0.1 43
Denmark 00 0.0 Amenia 0.0 41 Germany 03 7.3 United Kingdom 0.1 4.7
Other 00 00 Other 00 252 Other 07 188 _Other 16 693
Hungary Malta
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non£U citizens of (1000) %) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non£U citizens of (1000) o)
Romania 08 714 Russia (] 37 Bulgaria 00 244 China 02 752
Slovakia 02 200 Ukraine 01 122 fealy 00 174 United States 01 134
Germany 00 32 Venezuela 01 93 Germany 00 12.8 United Kingdom 0.1 92
ttaly 0.0 0 Vietnam 0.0 74 Labvia 0.0 7.0 Pakistan 0.1 6.1
Bulgaria 00 07 Serbia 0.0 64 Remania 0.0 70 Serbia 0.1 56
Other 00 39 Other 04 513 Other 00 314 Other 05 505
Netherlands Austria
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non EU citizens of (1000) %) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non EU citizens of (1000) o)
Poland 06 177 Syns 56 75 Germany 03 785 Synis 22 759
Germany 05 153 Tirkiye 65 138 Hungary 03 178 Tirkiye 14 124
Remania 04 107 Ertrea 46 84 Remania 03 174 Afghanistan 11 94
Bulgaria 02 71 India 45 82 Slovakia 02 113 Bosnia and Herzegovina 0.8 72
ttaly 02 70 Morocco 27 49 Croatia 02 88 lan 07 58
Other 14 423 Other 270 492 Other 04 247 Other 51 453
Poland Portugal
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non EU citizens of (1000) ) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non EU citizens of (1000) ()
Germany 01 318 Ukraine EX] 5038 Romania 04 %58 Brazil 72 %2
Romania 00 13.8 Belarus 58 363 Italy 01 93 Cape Verde 23 14
Sweden 00 80 Russia 07 45 Spain 0.1 87 Angola 20 10.1
Lithuania 00 69 Vietnam 04 23 Bulgaria 00 63 Guinea Bissau 14 73
Hungary 00 59 Amenia 01 09 France 00 63 Ukraine 10 49
Other 01 335 Other 08 51 Other 01 136 Other 6.0 301
Romania Slovenia
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non EU citizens of (1000) ) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non U citizens of (1000) 6
Germany 00 40.0 Moldova 30 735 Croatia 00 355 Bosnia and Herzegovina 08 495
ttaly 0.0 16.0 Ukraine 04 90 Bulgaria 0.0 336 North Macedonia 03 75
Bulgaria 00 120 Syfia 01 38 Poland 00 21 Serbia 02 116
Gresce 00 80 Tirkye 01 34 Romania 00 47 Kosovo" 02 100
France 00 80 Russia 01 28 Slovakia 00 47 Russia 01 34
Other 00 160 Other 03 76 Other 00 93 Other 01 81
Slovakia Finland
Previous EU citizens of (1.000) (%) Previous non-EU citizens of (1.000) (%) Previous EU citizens of (1000 (%) Previous non-EU citizens of (1.000) (%)
Czechia [l 427 Ukaine 0.2 303 Estonia [5 379 Russia 6 763
Germany 0.0 167 United States 0.1 222 Sweden 03 185 Iraq 14 126
Hungary 00 160 United Kingdom 00 58 Remania 01 58 Afghanistan 07 74
Romania 00 82 Canada 00 51 Germany 01 48 Synia 07 71
Poland 00 44 Serbia 00 186 Latvia 01 47 Somalia 07 66
Other 00 119 Other 02 320 Other 04 283 Other 49 430
Sweden Iceland
Previous EU citizens of (1.000) %) Previous non-EU citizens of (1.000) (%) Previous EU citizens of (1000 %) Previous non-EU citizens of (1.000) (%)
Paland 25 7.8 Sy 76 164 Paland ] 412 Philippines 0.0 701
Finland 20 140 Afghanistan 59 27 Denmark 00 79 00 82
Romania 13 92 Ertrea 50 108 Lithuania 00 60 Vietnam 00 65
Germany 13 89 India 27 58 Hungary 00 56 Syria 0.0 60
Croatia 09 658 Somalia 23 50 Spain 00 45 Thailand 0.0 60
Other 61 433 Other 229 493 Other 01 3438 Other 02 632
Tiechtenstein Norway
Previous EU ciizens of (1000) (%) Previous non-£U citizens of (1000) ) Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non£U citizens of (1000) 6
Germany 00 390 Switzeriand 00 299 Poland 23 239 Syna N 208
Austria 00 333 Kosovo 00 195 Sweden 21 218 Ertrea 18 100
Iraly 00 114 Tarkye 00 169 Germany 08 85 Afghanistan 09 52
Portugal 00 57 Bosnia and Herzegovina 00 91 Denmark 07 75 Philippines 08 48
Spain 00 29 North Macsdonia 0.0 52 Lithuania 05 54 Russia 03 44
Other 00 7.6 Other 00 195 Other 31 329 Other 99 550
Switzerland
Previous EU citizens of (1000) (%) Previous non EU citizens of (1000) )
Germany 81 37 Kosavo 22 740
fraly 43 177 Tarkiye 13 83
France 40 165 North Macedonia 12 76
Portugal 18 76 United Kingdom 10 65
Spain 14 57 Serbia 10 62
Ottt 45 187 Other 9.1 574 eurostat@

Note: see methodological notes

The individuals values do not add up to the total due to rounding.
Data are rounded to the nearest multiple of 5 for Germany on provisional basis
(*) This designation is without prejudice to positions on status. and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence
Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_acq)

Table 4: Main countries of former EU and non-EU citizenship, 2024 Source: Eurostat (migr_acq)
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Acquisition of citizenship by age and sex

The distribution by sex shows a slight predominance of women (50.9%, compared with 49.1% men), especially for
the age groups above 30 years (55.4% women in the age group 60-64 years) (Table 5).

In 2024, acquisitions of citizenship by women outnumbered acquisitions by men in all but 10 EU countries
(Bulgaria, Germany, ltaly, Lithuania, Hungary, Austria, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Sweden). The highest
proportion of citizenship acquisitions by women was recorded in Croatia (63.6%), while the country with the highest
share of acquisitions by men was Lithuania (58.9%).

Age and sex distribution of persons acquiring citizenship, 2024

Total Sex distribution Median age Distribution by age (%)
0-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55+ Unknown
(1000) Females (%) Males (%) (vears)

years years years years years years age
EU 1177.2 50.9 491 31.7 23.7 13.7 20.6 22.4 12.4 7.3 0.0
Belgium 60.1 51.1 48.9 321 27.8 10.7 17.9 23.4 121 8.0 0.0
Bulgaria 0.3 47.8 52.2 36.3 12.0 17.8 16.9 259 14.3 13.1 0.0
Czechia 58 54.2 458 308 13.9 288 15.9 21.1 13.3 7.0 0.0
Denmark 6.3 51.8 48.2 36.3 27.7 11.0 8.1 27.3 16.6 9.3 0.0
Germany 288.7 47.4 52.6 31.8 19.7 14.1 25.5 24.0 11.0 57 0.0
Estonia 0.8 53.4 46.6 35.7 21.0 1.1 15.4 29.6 16.6 6.3 0.0
Ireland 241 50.8 492 38.0 7.8 9.1 19.4 39.4 16.0 8.3 0.0
Greece 14.3 54.1 459 19.7 31.3 33.0 6.7 9.9 12.2 6.8 0.0
Spain 252.5 56.0 44.0 323 2486 11.4 20.5 21.9 13.8 7.7 0.0
France 103.7 51.9 481 239 343 16.5 20.2 17.0 7.3 48 0.0
Croatia 0.8 63.6 36.4 42.0 3.9 3.2 17.4 35.6 23.1 16.9 0.0
Italy 2174 49.5 50.5 30.9 27.0 15.0 14.9 204 14.5 84 0.0
Cyprus 28 52.3 47.7 439 11.9 9.3 12.0 18.9 16.9 30.7 0.0
Latvia 1.1 50.7 493 37.8 20.3 12.4 11.2 209 15.0 20.3 0.0
Lithuania 0.1 411 58.9 424 1.6 48 21.0 33.9 17.7 21.0 0.0
Luxembourg 59 52.2 47.8 37.3 8.8 16.2 19.3 23.0 18.4 14.3 0.0
Hungary 1.7 49.1 50.9 38.9 10.2 10.6 18.4 24.9 16.4 19.5 0.0
Malta 1.1 50.7 49.3 38.9 17.8 12.0 11.8 21.7 19.9 16.8 0.0
Netherlands 59.0 521 479 33.0 214 12.6 215 254 11.9 7.2 0.0
Austria 13.0 49.7 50.3 282 294 14.6 206 23.8 8.7 29 0.0
Poland 16.1 49.4 50.6 305 22.0 14.9 255 22.3 10.7 45 0.0
Portugal 206 51.2 48.8 36.5 1.7 10.4 23.9 24.7 16.2 131 0.0
Romania 4.0 45.5 54.5 31.5 17.0 17.7 22.7 20.9 14.7 7.0 0.0
Slovenia 1.7 515 485 28.6 28.4 14.3 20.5 221 10.5 4.2 0.0
Slovakia 09 471 52.9 39.0 15.0 10.4 12.9 27.3 16.5 18.0 0.0
Finland 11.5 53.8 46.2 31.0 24.4 15.7 21.3 23.8 9.5 54 0.0
Sweden 63.0 47.2 52.8 33.1 19.4 11.9 23.7 24.1 11.9 9.0 0.0
Iceland 06 55.0 45.0 328 23.0 14.1 18.2 271 11.3 6.3 0.0
Liechtenstein 0.2 51.1 48.9 33.3 71 28.0 18.7 17.0 14.3 14.8 0.0
Norway 27.5 51.8 48.2 32.0 24.3 15.5 16.8 23.2 1.7 8.4 0.0
Switzerland 39.9 52.4 47.6 35.7 24.4 15.8 8.3 23.5 17.9 10.1 0.0

Note: Age definition is age completed for all countries with the exception of Czechia, Estonia, Croatia, Italy,
Latvia, the Netherlands, Iceland and Switzerland, who transmitted data by age reached.

Data are rounded to the nearest multiple of 5 for Germany.

The individual values do not add up to the total due to rounding.

Age reached: at the end of the year.

Age completed: on the person's last birthday.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_acq)
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Table 5: Age and sex distribution of persons acquiring citizenship, 2024 Source: Eurostat (migr_acq)

In 2024, the median age of persons acquiring citizenship in the whole of the EU was 31.7 years. The EU country
with the lowest median age was Greece: half of its new citizens were younger than 19.7 years. The highest median
age was in Cyprus (43.9 years).

Age distribution varied from one EU country to another due to differences in citizenship legislation and age

structure of the non-national population (see Data sources ). However, the common feature uniting all was that
most new citizenships were acquired by younger people, and that the numbers declined with age.
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In 2024, 37.4% of persons granted citizenship of an EU country were younger than 25 years; another 43.0% were
aged 25-44 years, while those aged 45 years and over accounted for 19.6% (Table 5 and Figure 6). Children below
the age of 15 years represented 23.7% of persons granted citizenship of an EU country; the highest proportions of
children were observed in France (34.3%), Greece (31.3%), Austria (29.4%) and Slovenia (28.4%). The countries
with the lowest proportion of citizenship acquisitions by children were Lithuania (1.6%), Croatia (3.9%), Ireland
(7.8%) and Luxembourg (8.8%). Across all EU countries, 7.3% of those who were granted citizenship were at least
55 years of age. Cyprus (30.7%), Lithuania (21.0%) and Latvia (20.3%) had the highest shares of citizenships
granted to persons aged 55 years and over. The countries with the lowest shares of citizenships granted to persons
aged 55 years and over were Austria (2.9%) and Slovenia (4.2%).

Figure 6

Source data for tables

Acquisition of citizenship statistics - tables

Data sources

Eurostat produces statistics on a range of issues related to acquisitions of citizenship, international migration flows
and migrant population stocks. Data are collected on an annual basis and are supplied to Eurostat by the national
statistical authorities of the EU Member States. Data for Germany ( migr_acq and migr_acqictz ) are rounded to
the nearest multiple of 5 starting from reference year 2018. The break in time series for Romania in 2017 relates to
the introduction of improved administrative data sources that give more complete breakdowns for country of
previous citizenship. Data in this article are rounded to the nearest hundred.

Definitions

This article concerns the acquisition of citizenship by the usually resident population of Member States. Usual
residence means the place where a person normally spends the daily period of rest, regardless of temporary
absences for purposes of recreation, holidays, visits to friends and relatives, business, medical treatment or
religious pilgrimage.

Citizenship is the legal bond between an individual and a state, acquired by birth, naturalisation, or other means
according to national legislation. Naturalisation is the process by which a state grants its citizenship through a
formal act on application of the individual concerned. Other ways of granting citizenship may include spouses of
nationals, minors adopted by nationals and descendants of nationals born abroad returning to the country of origin
of their ancestors.

The naturalisation rate is the ratio of the number of persons who acquired the citizenship of a country during a
calendar year over the stock of non-national residents in the same country at the beginning of the year. The
naturalisation rate should be used with caution, however, as the numerator includes all means of acquisition and not
just naturalisation of eligible residing non-nationals and the denominator includes all non-nationals and not just the
relevant population, i.e. those non-nationals who are eligible for naturalisation.

There are 2 ways of recording age :Age reached : number of complete years lived at the end of the calendar year in
question. Under this age concept, a person born in 1951 will be 52 on each day of the calendar year 2003,
irrespective of his or her birthday.Age completed : number of completed years lived at most recent birthday.

Detailed information on the different modes of acquisition of citizenship in force in different countries can be found
at the GLOBALCIT website . The category recognised non-citizen is particularly relevant in the Baltic States.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/b/bb/Tables_-_SE_-_Acquisition_of_citizenship_statistics_2024_v4.xlsx
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Eurostat
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_acq/default/table?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/view/migr_acq1ctz/default/table?lang=en
http://globalcit.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Recognised_non-citizen

Context

Within the European Commission, the Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs is responsible for
European migration policy. In September 2020, the European Commission presented the New Pact on Migration
and Asylum which was adopted by the European Parliament in April 2024 and by the Council in May 2024. This
pact provides a comprehensive approach that delivers a common European response to migration. It allows the EU
to manage migration in a fair and sustainable way, ensuring solidarity between countries while also providing
certainty and clarity for people arriving in the EU and protecting their fundamental rights. The Pact on Migration and
Asylum will ensure that countries share the effort responsibly, showing solidarity with the ones that protect our
external borders and with those facing particular migratory pressure, while preventing irregular migration to the EU.
The Pact also gives the EU and its countries the tools to react rapidly in situations of crisis, when countries are
faced with large numbers of arrivals or when a third-country or non-State entity tries to instrumentalise migrants in
order to destabilise our Union.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine On 4 March 2022, the Council unanimously adopted an implementing decision
introducing temporary protection due to the mass inflow of persons fleeing Ukraine as a consequence of Russia’s
invasion. The activated Temporary Protection Directive provides special procedures to deal with mass inflows of
displaced persons for the first time. Temporary protection is an exceptional measure to provide immediate and
temporary protection to displaced persons from non-EU countries and those unable to return to their country of
origin. It applies when there is a risk that the standard asylum system is struggling to cope with demand stemming
from a mass inflow, risking a negative impact on the processing of claims.

Explore further
Other articles

» EU population diversity by citizenship and country of birth

* Migrant integration statistics introduced

+ Population and population change statistics

+ Population structure and ageing

* Residence permits - statistics on first permits issued during the year

+ Asylum applications - annual statistics

Database

* International migration, citizenship

Thematic section

* International migration, citizenship

Publications

« All publications on International migration, citizenship

» Migration and asylum in Europe — 2025 edition

» Migrant integration and inclusion dashboard

 Key figures on the EU in the world - 2025 edition

» Demography of Europe - 2025 edition
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https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/pact-migration-and-asylum_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/migration-and-asylum/pact-migration-and-asylum_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32001L0055&amp;from=EN
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=EU_population_diversity_by_citizenship_and_country_of_birth
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Migrant_integration_statistics_introduced
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Population_and_population_change_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Population_structure_and_ageing
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Residence_permits_-_statistics_on_first_permits_issued_during_the_year
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Asylum_applications_-_annual_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/migration-asylum/international-migration-citizenship/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/migration-asylum/international-migration-citizenship
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/migration-asylum/international-migration-citizenship/publications
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/interactive-publications/migration-2025
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/dashboard/migrant-integration-inclusion/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-key-figures/w/ks-01-25-003
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/interactive-publications/demography-2025

Visualisation

» Acquisition of citizenship

Methodology

+ Methodology: international migration, citizenship * Acquisition and loss of citizenship (ESMS metadata file —
migr_acqgn_esms)

+ Population (ESMS metadata file — demo_pop_esms)

* International migration statistics (ESMS metadata file — migr_immi_esms)

Legislation

« Legislation: international migration, citizenship

External links

+ Knowledge Centre on Migration and Demography

+ European Commission — Migration and Home Affairs

* New Pact on Migration and Asylum

+ Global Citizenship Observatory (GLOBALCIT)

+ European Web Site on Integration
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/interactive-publications/demography/2025/12/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/migration-asylum/international-migration-citizenship/methodology
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/migration-asylum/international-migration-citizenship/legislation
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/migration-demography_en
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