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European size unit , abbreviated as ESU , is a standard gross margin of EUR 1 200 that is used to express the
economic size of an agricultural holding or farm.

For each activity (or ’enterprise’) on a farm (for example wheat production, dairy cows or the output from a
vineyard), the standard gross margin (SGM) is estimated based on the area used for the particular activity (or the
number of heads of livestock) and a regional coefficient. The sum of all such margins derived from activities on a
particular farm is its economic size , which is then expressed in European size units (by dividing the total SGM in
euro by 1200, thus converting it to ESU).

Further information
• European Commission - Farm Accountancy Data Network - Methodology

Related concepts
• Standard gross margin

Statistical data
• Agriculture, forestry and fishery statistics

• Standard Output coefficients

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Standard_gross_margin_(SGM)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Agricultural_holding
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Dairy_cow
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rica/methodology1_en.cfm
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Standard_gross_margin_(SGM)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Agriculture,_forestry_and_fishery_statistics
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/c/portal/layout?p_l_id=6764354&amp;p_v_l_s_g_id=0
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