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Qualitative data describe the attributes or properties that an object possesses. The properties are categorised
into classes that may be assigned numeric values. However, this has no significance for the data values them-
selves; the numeric values simply represent attributes of the object concerned. Qualitative researchers aim to
gather an in-depth understanding of human behavior and the reasons that govern such behavior.

Further information
• Handbook on Data Quality - Assessment Methods and Tools

Related concepts
• Data

• Quantitative data

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64157/4373903/05-Handbook-on-data-quality-assessment-methods-and-tools.pdf/c8bbb146-4d59-4a69-b7c4-218c43952214
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