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Backcasting refers to forecasting backward in time; the term has also been used for extrapolation . This is
done by applying the forecasting method to a series starting from the end and going to the beginning of the data.

This can be used to provide a set of starting values for exponential smoothing values that can then be used for
applying that forecasting method to the standard, original sequence, starting from the beginning and forecasting
through the end.

Further information
• Handbook on Data Quality - Assessment Methods and Tools

Related concepts
• Extrapolation

• Forecasting

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Forecasting
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Extrapolation
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Time_series
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Exponential_smoothing
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/64157/4373903/05-Handbook-on-data-quality-assessment-methods-and-tools.pdf/c8bbb146-4d59-4a69-b7c4-218c43952214
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Extrapolation
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Forecasting
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