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A non-fatal accident at work is an accident which a victim survives and may result in one or more days
of absence from work. A serious non-fatal accident at work is an accident at work resulting in more than three
days’ of absence from work. The Labour Force Survey modules on accidents at work and other work-related
health problems report data on all non-fatal accidents (including the possibility to exclude those accidents with
less than four days of absence). The administrative data collection on ’European Statistics on Accidents at
Work (ESAW)’ reports only data on accidents with four days or more of absence as well as fatal accidents at
work.

Only full calendar days of absence from work have to be considered, excluding the day of the accident. Con-
sequently, ’more than three calendar days’ means ’at least four calendar days’, which implies that only if the
victim resumes work on the fifth (or subsequent) working day after the date on which the accident occurred
should the incident be included.

Further information
• Accidents at work (ESAW, 2008 onwards) (ESMS metadata file — hsw_acc_work_esms)

• Commission Regulation (EU) No 349/2011 of 11 April 2011 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1338/2008
of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics on public health and health and
safety at work, as regards statistics on accidents at work

• European Statistics on Accidents at Work (ESAW) — Summary methodology — 2013 edition

• EU labour force survey - ad hoc modules (see modules 2013, 2007 and 1999)

Related concepts
• Accident at work

• Fatal accident at work

Statistical data
• Accidents at work statistics
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