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No planned article update.
" In December 2019, the occupancy rates of bed places in tourist accommodation in the EU increased
compared with the same month in 2018. "

" On average for the 4th quarter of 2019, the highest occupancy rate of bed places in tourist
accommodation in the EU was observed in Malta (57.8%)."

" During the 4th quarter of 2019, the highest occupancy rate of bedrooms in tourist accommodation in the
EU was observed in Malta in October (84.6%)."

This article focuses on the short-term evolution of the net occupancy rates of bed places and bedrooms of hotels
and similar accommodation establishments in the European Union (EU) and contains the first publication of data for
December 2019.

Occupancy rates of bed places

Data on occupancy rates of bed places for December and the fourth quarter of 2019 (the most recent reference
month and quarter available) are compared with the same month and quarter of the previous year. In addition, data
from January to December 2019 are compared with the same period in 2018 (see Figure 1).
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Note: EU-27 aggregate estimated for the purpose of this publication.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: tour_occ_mnor, tour_occ_nim) eurostatE

Figure 1: Net occupancy rates of bed places in hotels and similar establishments, January to December
2018 and January to December 2019, EU-27 (%) - Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_mnor) (tour_occ_nim)

In December 2019 compared with December 2018, net occupancy rates of bed places in the EU increased by 1.0
percentage point (see Table 1). Looking at country level, in December 2019 net occupancy rates of bed places
ranged from 22.3 % in Greece to 48.0 % in Spain (see Figure 2).
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Net occupancy rates of bed-places in hotels and similar establishments, December 2019, 4th quarter 2019 and January to
December 2019 compared with the same periods of 2018 (%)

December October to December January to December
2018 2019 Difference 2018 2019 Difference 2018 2019 Difference
(%) (%) (percentage (%) (%) (perc?ntage ) (%) (perc?ntage
points) points) points)

EU-27(") 39.1 40.1 1.0 434 43.4 0.0 50.2 50.1 -0.1
Belgium 45.8 476 1.8 46.2 48.1 1.9 454 487 3.3
Bulgaria 25.3 275 2.2 238 256 1.8 423 42.1 -0.2
Czechia 44.2 445 03 47.8 47.4 -0.4 50.2 51.2 1.0
Denmark 36.0 35.0 -1.0 424 41.8 -0.7 47.7 476 -0.1
Germany 39.5 39.8 0.2 43.1 43.9 0.8 45.3 45.7 0.4
Estonia 44.0 44.0 0.0 43.0 44.4 1.3 47.4 47.8 0.3
Ireland(?) 40.0 : : 46.2 : : 54.0 : :
Greece(?) 22.9 223 -06 31.9 313 -0.6 52.7 54.4 17
Spain 47.7 48.0 0.2 54.5 53.7 -0.8 62.1 61.9 -0.3
France 42.0 43.0 1.0 448 45.1 0.3 50.2 49.9 -0.3
Croatia 25.2 25.7 05 39.5 375 -2.0 62.1 61.4 -0.7
Italy 352 385 33 423 41.8 -06 50.6 516 0.9
Cyprus 333 296 -3.7 60.9 57.1 -3.8 74.4 71.8 -2.6
Latvia 374 37.9 0.5 38.9 38.7 -0.2 44.6 44.9 0.3
Lithuania 353 375 2.2 38.2 38.5 0.3 429 44.1 1.1
Luxembourg 26.3 27.2 08 30.2 30.1 -0.2 31.2 308 -0.4
Hungary 36.0 371 1.1 384 39.5 1.0 415 419 0.3
Malta 43.0 43.8 08 57.5 57.8 0.3 68.2 66.2 -1.9
Netherlands 41.3 421 08 46.4 47.0 0.5 50.8 50.5 -0.3
Austria 43.1 45.3 22 36.8 374 0.6 47.7 479 0.2
Poland 33.6 33.9 03 36.9 37.2 0.4 40.8 41.7 0.9
Portugal 322 336 1.4 416 42.3 0.7 50.6 50.8 0.2
Romania 27.8 29.1 1.3 348 35.5 0.7 38.0 39.7 17
Slovenia 24.4 33.0 86 24.7 35.9 1.2 314 443 12.9
Slovakia 25.5 28.7 3.2 296 328 33 34.2 36.2 1.9
Finland 41.7 42.4 0.7 38.5 27.2 -11.2 41.2 238 -17.4
Sweden 37.0 35.0 -2.0 41.4 40.4 -1.0 45.5 452 -0.3
United Kingdom 50.2 49.5 -0.7 536 53.3 -0.3 54.6 55.1 0.5
Iceland 425 404 -21 48.0 46.9 -1.1 55.6 53.1 -2.5
Liechtenstein 25.2 25.6 04 248 25.5 0.7 286 283 -0.3
Norway 28.1 27.6 -05 314 31.9 0.6 387 37.2 -1.5
Switzerland 38.0 47.7 9.7 384 43.9 5.5 446 46.4 1.8
Montenegro 16.3 16.8 05 237 27.1 34 47.1 49.7 27
North Macedonia 15.9 17.5 1.7 19.3 21.9 27 26.4 276 1.1
Serbia 28.1 30.4 23 31.4 327 1.3 35.6 35.8 0.2
Kosovo(*)(¥) 10.7 15.5 4.8 11.3 15.7 4.4 127 15.2 2.5

(') EU-27 aggregate estimated for the purpose of this publication.
(2) Unreliable data.
(%) Estimates

(") This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of
Independence.
(:) = not available.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: tour_occ_mnor, tour_occ_nim)
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Table 1: Net occupancy rates of bed-places in hotels and similar establishments, December 2019, 4th quar-
ter 2019 and January to December 2019 compared with the same periods of 2018 (%) - Source: Eurostat
(tour_occ_mnor) (tour_occ_nim)
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Net occupancy rates of bed places in hotels and similar
establishments, December 2019 (%)
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Note: EU-27 aggregate estimated for the purpose of this publication. Ireland is not includedin the graph due to
unreliable data.
(") Estimates.
(*) This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ
Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: tour_occ_mnor) eurostati|a

Figure 2: Net occupancy rates of bed places in hotels and similar establishments, December 2019 (%) -
Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_mnor)

During the fourth quarter (October to December) 2019, net occupancy rates of bed places in the EU remained
stable compared with the same quarter of the year before (see Table 1). During this period, on average more than
half of the available bed places in Spain, Cyprus and Malta were occupied.

Looking at the twelve-month period from January to December 2019, net occupancy rates of bed places in the EU
remained relatively stable (-0.1 percentage points) compared with the previous year (see Table 1). At national level
however, Slovenia reported the highest increase (+12.9 percentage points) followed far behind by Belgium (+3.3
percentage points), while Finland recorded the biggest drop (-17.4 percentage points). During this period, on
average more than three out of five available bed places in Spain, Croatia, Cyprus and Malta were occupied.

Occupancy rates of bedrooms

Monthly data on occupancy rates of bedrooms from October to December 2019 are compared with the same
months of the previous year (see Table 2). Please note that aggregates for EU-27 and esti-
mates for periods longer than one month cannot be calculated using the available data for bedroom occupancy rates.
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Net occupancy rates of bedrooms in hotels and similar establishments, October, November and December
2019 compared with the same months of 2018 (%)

Difference
(percentage points)
October November December October November December October November December

2018 (%) 2019 (%)

EU-27(") : : : : : : : : :
Belgium 70.4 67.8 61.9 76.6 69.4 65.9 6.2 1.6 4.0
Bulgaria 28.3 29.8 32.2 30.1 336 351 1.8 3.8 2.9
Czechia 50.3 43.9 43.1 54.9 47.3 44.5 46 3.4 1.4
Denmark 60.0 58.0 43.0 61.0 57.0 43.0 1.0 -2.0 0.0
Germany 67.5 61.9 55.1 68.0 63.4 55.6 0.4 1.5 0.5
Estonia 56.0 49.0 51.0 56.0 54.0 50.0 0.0 5.0 -1.0
Ireland(?) 72.0 64.0 54.0 u u u : : :
Greece(?) 40.4 20.2 235 40.0 20.3 23.3 -04 0.1 -0.2
Spain 68.0 61.5 53.2 67.2 61.2 53.9 -0.8 -0.3 0.7
France 65.0 538.0 53.0 64.0 59.0 53.0 -1.0 0.0 0.0
Croatia 478 334 285 55.6 32.2 28.8 7.8 -1.2 0.3
Italy 63.1 35.9 37.2 51.1 39.2 40.7 -12.0 3.3 3.5
Cyprus 75.2 58.5 40.1 73.7 52.7 341 -1.5 -5.8 -6.0
Latvia 48.3 42.4 417 46.8 42.2 421 -15 -0.2 0.4
Lithuania 529 485 447 54.3 50.2 46.8 1.4 0.7 21
Luxembourg 46.8 40.6 421 414 43.0 35.7 -5.4 2.4 -6.4
Hungary 57.6 53.2 47.6 59.6 55.2 49.5 2.0 2.0 1.9
Malta 85.5 69.9 50.9 84.6 70.4 51.9 -0.9 0.5 1.0
Netherlands 779 70.0 61.3 76.4 73.4 61.3 -1.5 34 0.0
Austria 434 34.5 50.3 414 35.8 52.7 -2.0 1.3 24
Poland 51.5 47.1 41.3 51.3 47.4 41.0 -0.2 0.3 -0.3
Portugal 64.2 47.4 38.9 64.3 49.0 40.8 0.1 1.6 1.9
Romania 458 423 359 44.4 405 336 -14 -1.8 -23
Slovenia 36.1 443 31.3 50.8 41.3 38.4 14.7 -3.0 71
Slovakia 409 35.7 30.5 44 .4 39.5 33.8 3.6 3.8 3.3
Finland 52.6 54.0 496 30.8 30.8 49.4 -21.8 -23.2 -0.2
Sweden 61.0 60.0 46.0 61.0 59.0 45.0 0.0 -1.0 -1.0
United Kingdom 80.7 76.1 69.2 82.0 76.0 68.4 1.3 -0.1 -0.8
Iceland 65.3 51.9 48.7 65.0 54.1 47.9 -0.3 2.2 -0.8
Liechtenstein 41.0 40.4 34.2 46.7 37.2 328 57 -3.2 -1.4
Norway 53.5 53.3 40.4 54.3 541 399 0.8 0.8 -05
Switzerland 53.3 46.1 46.3 53.4 33.5 39.9 0.1 -12.6 -6.4
Montenegro 34.0 221 18.8 379 23.3 17.5 3.9 1.2 -1.3
North Macedonia 416 325 31.5 45.5 339 286 3.8 1.4 -29
Serbia 38.0 32.0 30.2 42.3 354 34.3 4.3 34 4.1
Kosovo(*)(?) 13.7 12.7 12.2 18.0 18.6 17.7 4.3 5.9 5.5

(") EU-27 aggregates cannot be calculated using the available data.

(2) Unreliable data.

(%) Estimates.

(*) This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo
Declaration of Independence.

(:) = not available.

Source : Eurostat (online data code: tour_occ_mnor, tour_occ_nim)

eurostat#4

Table 2: Net occupancy rates of bedrooms in hotels and similar establishments, October, November and
December 2019 compared with the same months of 2018 (%) - Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_mnor)

In December 2019, occupancy rates of bedrooms in hotels and similar accommodation of the EU Member States
where data are available, ranged from 23.3 % in Greece to 65.9 % in Belgium. During this month, on average more
than three out of five available bedrooms in Belgium and the Netherlands have been in use, while less than three
out of ten available bedrooms in Greece and Croatia were occupied (see Figure 3).
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Malta was the Member State with the highest occupancy rate of bedrooms in October 2019, with 84.6 % while in
November 2019 the Netherlands recorded the highest occupancy rate (73.4 %) (see table 2).

Net occupancy rates of bedrooms in hotels and similar
establishments, December 2019 (%)
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Notes: Ireland is not includedin the graph due to unreliable data.
(") Estimates
(*) This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ
Opinion on the Kosovo Declaration of Independence.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: tour_occ_mnor) eurostat&

Figure 3: Net occupancy rates of bedrooms in hotels and similar establishments, December 2019 (%) -
Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_mnor)

Source data for tables and graphs
+ Download Excel file

Data sources

Data on arrivals for the same reference period are available in the Eurostat database . For more recent data on
nights spent, see Nights spent at tourist accommodation establishments .

Context

The EU is a major tourist destination, with four Member States among the world’s top ten destinations for
holidaymakers, according to UNWTOQ'data. Tourism is an important activity in the EU which contributes to
employment and economic growth, as well as to the development of rural, peripheral or less-developed areas.
These characteristics drive the demand for reliable and harmonised statistics on this activity, as well as within the
wider context of regional policy and sustainable development policy areas.

T UNWTO Tourism Highlights
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/5/50/Occupancy_2019_12.xlsx
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tourism_statistics_-_nights_spent_at_tourist_accommodation_establishments
https://ec.europa.euhttps://www.e-unwto.org/doi/book/10.18111/9789284421152

Other articles
. o . -

« Tourism statistics - nights spent at tourist accommodation establishments

Publications
« All publications on tourism

. Touri li 2016 editi

Main tables
+ Tourism (t_tour)

Database

« Tourism (tour) , see:

Monthly data on tourism industries (tour_indm)

Nights spent at tourist accommodation establishments - monthly data (tour_occ_nim)
Arrivals at tourist accommodation establishments - monthly data (tour occ arm)

Net occupancy rate of bed-places and bedrooms in hotels and similar establishments (NACE Rev.2, |, 55.1)
- monthly data (tour _occ_mnor)

Dedicated section
 Tourism

Methodology

« Methodological manual for tourism statistics

» Capacity and occupancy of tourist accommodation establishments (ESMS metadata file — tour_occ_esms)

« Tourism statistics in the European Statistical System - 2008 data

Legislation

* Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 of 6 July 2011 concerning European statistics on tourism and repealing Council
Directive 95/57/EC.

» Summaries of EU Legislation: Tourism statistics

» Regulation (EU) No 1051/2011 of 20 October 2011 implementing Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 concerning
European statistics on tourism, as regards the structure of the quality reports and the transmission of the
data.

External links

» Agenda for a sustainable and competitive European tourism (Communication from the European
Commission, October 2007)

» European Commission - Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs -
Jourism

Notes
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