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" Annual number of nights spent at tourist accommodation establishments in the EU was up by 49% in
2022 when compared with 2021. "

" EU tourism nights spent at tourist accommodation establishments recovered in 2022 to 95% of 2019
levels. "

" 137 million nights were spent in tourist accommodation establishments in the EU in December 2022. "

Nights spent in EU tourist accommodation, 2020-2022 (number of nights spent / % change compared with
same month in 2019) Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_nim)

This article focuses on the short-term evolutions in the nights spent in tourist accommodation in the European
Union (EU) . The data from the most recent reference period available are compared with those of the same period
of the previous year. Because of the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic which started in March 2020, the number of
nights spent is also compared with the pre-Covid-19 levels of the same period in 2019.

The current article discusses the data for December 2022 and the fourth quarter of 2022, and includes results for
the entire year of 2022.

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Nights_spent
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:Tourist_accommodation_establishment
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Union_(EU)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Union_(EU)


Nearly half a billion tourism nights spent in the last quarter of 2022

In December 2022, 136.7 million nights were spent in EU tourist accommodation (see Table 1). This corresponds to
37.0 million more nights (+37 %) than those spent in December 2021. All EU countries with available data reported
positive trends, with the exception of Slovenia where the number of nights spent decreased by 5 % compared with
December 2021. The highest increases were recorded in Slovakia and Austria, with +235 % and +87 %
respectively.

Looking at the last three months of 2022, 472.4 million nights were spent in EU tourist accommodation during the
fourth quarter, an increase by 21 % compared with the last quarter of 2021.

Table 1: Nights spent in tourist accommodation establishments, October to December 2022 and year 2022
Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_nim)

With only 2.5 % fewer nights, tourism in December 2022 almost reached December 2019 levels. For the entire last
quarter of 2022, the number of tourism nights was still 2.3 % lower than in the corresponding quarter of 2019.
However, only seven EU Member States (out of 23 for which data is available) recorded an increase compared with
pre-pandemic fourth quarter 2019, with the highest increases ob-
served in Denmark (+16.2 %), the Netherlands (+7.7 %), Luxembourg (+5.9 %) and Portugal (+5.8 %) (see Figure 1).
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Figure 1: Nights spent in tourist accommodation, fourth quarter 2022 compared with the same quarter in
2021 and in 2019 (% change) Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_nim)

Strong recovery in 2022 with tourism nights increasing by 49 %, almost reaching 2019
levels

With the release of December 2022 data, estimates for the entire year of 2022 are now available. The year 2022
marked a (near) return to pre-pandemic tourism volumes, with 2.73 billion nights spent in EU tourist
accommodation (see Table 1). This corresponds to 95 % of the volume of nights spent in 2019, and an increase by
49 % compared with the year 2021. In three EU Member States (out of 25 for which annual data is now available),
the nights spent in 2022 already exceeded the 2019 level. This was the case in Denmark (+12.8 %), the
Netherlands (+4.0 %) and Belgium (+0.9 %). The recovery was relatively slower in Latvia and Slovakia, still 29.5 %
and 28.3 % respectively, below the pre-pandemic figures for 2019 (see Figure 2).
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Figure 2: Nights spent in tourist accommodation, 2022 compared with 2021 and 2019 (% change).png
Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_nim)

While in the first months of 2022, tourism levels were still much lower than in the same months of 2019, starting in
May 2022 the difference became less significant (see Figure 3). From May onwards, nights spent were less than 5
% lower than 2019, and in the peak months of July and August, and in September and October, they were less than
1 % lower than the same months in 2019.
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Figure 3: Nights spent in tourist accommodation establishments, EU, January 2019 to December 2022 (mil-
lion nights) Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_nim)

Record number of domestic tourism nights in 2022

Looking at the breakdown by origin of the guest, in the fourth quarter of 2022 compared with the fourth quarter of
2021, country residents spent 9.6 % more nights in their own country’s tourist accommodation (domestic guests),
while the number of nights spent by foreigners (international visitors) increased by 41.1 % (see Table 2). Compared
with the last quarter of 2021, the highest growth in the number of domestic tourism nights was recorded in Slovakia
(+84.3 %), Romania (+42.8 %) and Greece (+35.0 %), while the number of inbound tourism nights more than
doubled in Slovakia (+143.9 %) and Latvia (+119.3 %). The last quarter of 2022’s domestic tourism exceeded that
of the fourth quarter of 2019 by 1.4 %, but international tourism nights remained below pre-pandemic levels (-6.8
%).
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Table 2: Nights spent in tourist accommodation establishments, by origin of the guest, fourth quarter 2022
Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_nim)

In the course of 2022, nights spent by international tourists doubled compared with 2021 (+104.5 %), but still
lagged behind the level of 2019 (-11.8 %) (see Table 3).
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Table 3: Nights spent in tourist accommodation establishments, by origin of the guest, 2022 Source: Euro-
stat (tour_occ_nim)

Although the number of nights spent by domestic tourists grew in a less spectacular manner (+22.7 %), they
reached a record level of 1.53 billion nights (2019 was 1.51 billion nights). In 2022, domestic tourism accounted for
56 % of all nights spent in tourist accommodation establishments. In terms of international tourism, only one EU
Member State recorded, in 2022, a higher number of nights spent compared with 2019, namely Denmark (+4.3 %).
Levels of domestic tourism nights exceeded those of 2019 by more than 20 % in Malta (+39.2 %), Cyprus (+35.4 %)
and Slovenia (+25.0 %) (see Figure 4).
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Figure 4: Nights spent in tourist accommodation establishments, by origin of the guest, 2022 compared with
2019 (% change) Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_ninat) (tour_occ_nim)

Slower recovery in the hotels segment

Although all three types of tourist accommodation showed increases for 2022 compared with 2021 (see Figure 5),
only nights spent in campsites, the smallest segment, exceeded 2019 levels (+6 %). The number of nights spent in
hotels in 2022 remained 9 % lower compared with 2019, while the segment of holiday and other short-stay
accommodation came very close to the pre-pandemic level (-0.4 %). Within the latter segment, experimental
statistics on short-stay accommodation offered via online collaborative economy platforms showed a recovery for
the tourism platform, with 2022 levels already well above 2019.
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Short-stay_accommodation_offered_via_online_collaborative_economy_platforms_-_monthly_data
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Figure 5: Nights spent, by type of accommodation, EU, 2019-2022 (in millions and % change compared with
2019) Source: Eurostat (tour_occ_nim)

Data on tourism nights is included in the interactive European Statistical Recovery Dashboard , which contains
monthly and quarterly indicators from a number of statistical areas relevant for tracking the economic and social
recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic, across countries and time. The dashboard is updated every month with the
latest available data for each indicator.

Source data for tables and graphs

• Download Excel file

Data sources

This article presents the short-term trends in nights spent in tourist accommodation in the EU, analysing monthly
data provided by Member States.

For the year-to-year evolution of the number of nights spent in tourist accommodation and a detailed analysis of
2021 annual data, see Tourism statistics - annual results for the accommodation sector .

Context

The EU is a major tourist destination, with four Member States among the world’s top ten destinations for
holidaymakers, according to UNWTO1data. Tourism is an important activity in the EU which contributes to
employment and economic growth, as well as to the development of rural, peripheral or less-developed areas.
These characteristics drive the demand for reliable and harmonised statistics on this activity, as well as within the
wider context of regional policy and sustainable development policy areas.

Other articles

• Tourism entry page in Statistics Explained

1 UNWTO Tourism Highlights
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https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/recovery-dashboard/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/4/4b/Nights_spent_DEC_2022.xlsx
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tourism_statistics_-_annual_results_for_the_accommodation_sector
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tourism
https://ec.europa.euhttps://www.e-unwto.org/doi/book/10.18111/9789284422456


• All articles on tourism statistics

• Tourism statistics - annual results for the accommodation sector

Tables

• Tourism (t_tour)

Database

• Tourism (tour)

Dedicated section

• Tourism

Publications

• Recent Eurostat publications on tourism

• News Release 17/2019

Methodology

• Capacity and occupancy of tourist accommodation establishments (ESMS metadata file — tour_occ_esms)

Legislation

Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 of 6 July 2011 concerning European statistics on tourism and repealing Council
Directive 95/57/EC.

Summaries of EU legislation: Tourism statistics

Regulation (EU) No 1051/2011 of 20 October 2011 implementing Regulation (EU) No 692/2011 concerning
European statistics on tourism, as regards the structure of the quality reports and the transmission of the
data.

External links

• Agenda for a sustainable and competitive European tourism (Communication from the European
Commission, October 2007)

• European Commission - Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs -
Tourism
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Category:Tourism
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tourism_statistics_-_annual_results_for_the_accommodation_sector
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/tourism/data/main-tables
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/tourism/data/database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/tourism/overview
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/tourism/publications
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/9516057/4-23012019-AP-EN.pdf/336716b1-18e5-4250-a102-3b8102bac792
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/tour_occ_esms.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32011R0692:EN:NOT
https://ec.europa.euhttps://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/LSU/?uri=CELEX:32011R0692
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32011R1051:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:52007DC0621:EN:NOT
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism_en
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism_en
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