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" The highest incidence of road fatalities across EU regions was recorded in the southern Portuguese
region of Alentejo, 135 deaths per million inhabitants in 2020. "

" Rotterdam in the Netherlands was the busiest maritime freight port in the EU: in 2020, it handled 409
million tonnes of goods. "

" Despite a spectacular reduction in air passenger numbers due to the COVID-19 crisis, Paris-Charles de
Gaulle in France remained the busiest airport in the EU, with 22.2 million passengers carried in 2020. "

Source: Eurostat (avia_paoa) and (avia_paoc)

European Union (EU) transport policy aims to promote environmentally friendly, safe and efficient travel, while
underpinning the rights of citizens, goods and services to circulate freely within the single market .

In spring 2020, during the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic in the EU, virtually all EU Member States
implemented containment measures and restrictions on non-essential travel internally and/or internationally. Some
partially or completely closed borders. Where international travel continued, it was in some cases accompanied by
a requirement to go into quarantine. These travel-related restrictions had an immediate and massive impact on
nearly all modes of transport, particularly concerning passenger transport. As the pandemic continued into 2021,
waves of travel restrictions were imposed and lifted. Commercial transport services that operated during the
pandemic implemented initiatives to try to protect transport workers and travellers, as well as to ensure the

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Union_(EU)
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circulation of goods (particularly essential goods) within and between EU Member States as well as between the
EU and non-member countries.

Air transport services were one of the economic activities most impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. This was
particularly notable for passenger transport, as the total number of passengers carried in the EU fell 73.3 %
between 2019 and 2020. Paris/Charles de Gaulle in France and Amsterdam/Schiphol in the Netherlands were the
only airports in the EU to carry upwards of 20 million air passengers in 2020 – see the infographic.

This chapter focuses on regional statistics for road, maritime, air and rail transport; it also presents information on
road accidents. Note the latest available data relate to the 2020 reference period (as such, they cover the initial
impact of the COVID-19 crisis but do not show the partial recovery experienced in 2021). The first section presents
information concerning road transport: more specifically data relating to road freight transport , as well as the
incidence of road fatalities . The second section provides statistics on maritime traffic: the busiest ports for
passengers carried and for freight handled. The third section focuses on air traffic: it presents the annual change in
air passenger numbers at a regional level, as well as information for the busiest airports for passengers and for
freight and mail. The final section looks at rail freight transport .

Note that the selection of information presented for regional transport statistics within theEurostat regional yearbook
changes on an annual basis (covering different forms of transport and focusing on passenger/freight indicators).
Previous editions of the publication can be found by following this link .

Road transport and accidents

Road freight transport

Roads are by far the most common transport mode in the EU for passenger and inland freight transport. Policy
objectives for road transport include, among other issues: ensuring mobility on an ever more congested road
network; reducing road fatalities; lowering air pollution (emissions of carbon dioxide and other pollutants) and the
carbon footprint to which road transport contributes; decreasing the reliance on fossil fuel use and promoting the
use of electric vehicles; reviewing the working conditions of professional drivers.

The road freight transport sector plays an essential role in transport markets and is an important component of
modern economic systems, providing services that connect producers, traders and consumers. This became
particularly apparent with the onset of the COVID-19 crisis, as there was a shortage of supply for some goods,
while an increasing proportion of consumers shopped online and received deliveries at home.

In 2020, the total weight of goods transported by road by vehicles registered in the EU was 13.0 billion tonnes;
when taking account of the distance travelled for each goods operation, this equated to 1 803 billion
tonne-kilometres (tkm) . The weight of goods transported fell by 3.9 % between 2019 and 2020: this was a
relatively modest reduction when compared with the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on other transport activities.
This may, at least in part, be explained by the European Commission and EU Member States taking rapid actions to
mitigate the impact of the crisis (for example, recognising transport employees as key workers and introducing
schemes such as Green lanes (COM(2020) 685 final) so as to avoid disruptions to essential travel).

There were 23 NUTS level 2 regions in the EU where at least 16.1 billion tkm of road freight was loaded, this
accounted for 28 % of the total road freight loaded onto vehicles registered in the EU (as shown by the darkest
shade of blue in Map 1). Regional statistics for road freight transport should be interpreted with care as the data
presented may reflect, to some extent, the size of each region, as those regions characterised by a large area
normally transport more freight. In a similar vein, those regions that are characterised by transporting bulk products
that tend to weigh a lot (such as raw materials) are also likely to report higher values.

Map 1 confirms that many of the regions of loading with the highest levels of road freight transport performance by
vehicles registered in the EU were characterised by the presence of freight ports, a relatively high population
density, or were located on major road arteries. Road freight transport performance appeared to be particularly
concentrated in German, Spanish, Italian and Polish regions of loading. By contrast, the regions of loading with the
lowest levels of road freight transport performance were often relatively small island regions or rural regions.
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The region of loading with the highest road freight transport performance across NUTS level 2 regions was
Cataluña in Spain (38.8 billion tkm in 2020); it was closely followed by another Spanish region, namely Andalucía
(38.6 billion tkm). There were two other regions in the EU where this figure stood at more than 30.0 billion tkm:
Lombardia in Italy (34.7 billion tkm) and Comunitat Valenciana (also in Spain; 30.3 billion tkm).
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Map 1: Road freight transport, 2020 (million tonne-kilometres performed, by NUTS 2 regions of loading)
Source: Eurostat
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Road accidents

Road safety in the EU has improved in recent decades and EU roads are among the safest in the world. To address
the issue of road safety, the European Parliament adopted a resolution in October 2021 on an EU Road Safety
Policy Framework 2021–2030 – Recommendations on next steps towards ’Vision Zero’ (2021/2014), which
reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to reduce the number of deaths on the EU’s roads to almost zero by 2050. Vision
Zero provides a strategic plan and monitoring of key safety performance indicators, for example on vehicle safety,
seat belt wearing rates, speed compliance or post-crash care. The strategy has set the initial goal of cutting in half
the number of fatalities and serious injuries by 2030.

Nevertheless, road safety remains a major societal issue. In 2020, there were 19 102 road fatalities and no fewer
than 935 555 injuries on the EU’s roads (excluding Ireland). Pre-pandemic, there had been some evidence of a
slowdown in the rate at which the number of EU road accidents was falling. However, the COVID-19 crisis led to a
considerable reduction in road travel with, among other factors, restrictions on personal movement and fewer
people driving to work. This contributed to a considerable fall in the number of road accidents: the number of road
fatalities in the EU fell 16.9 % between 2019 and 2020, while the number of road injuries dropped by 22.7 % (again
excluding Ireland).

In 2020, Valle d’Aosta/Vallée d’Aoste in Italy and Åland in Finland had zero road fatalities

There were 43 road fatalities per million inhabitants in the EU in 2020. These fatalities were quite evenly distributed
insofar as 112 out of 239 NUTS level 2 regions recorded an incidence of road fatalities that was below the EU
average, while 123 (or 51.5 % of all regions) had a value that was above; there were four regions that had the same
number of road fatalities per million inhabitants as the EU average.

Map 2 confirms that some of the highest incidence rates for road fatalities in 2020 (as shown by the darkest shade
of blue) were recorded in rural regions; note that the information presented in this section includes national data for
Croatia. The regions with the highest incidence rates were principally located in Belgium, Bulgaria, Greece,
outermost regions of France, Poland and Romania. By contrast, urban regions tended to report a much lower
incidence of road fatalities. This may be linked to lower average speeds: for example, there may be lower speed
limits in built-up areas while motorway networks in and around major conurbations may be frequently congested. It
should be noted that road accident statistics include fatalities and injuries in vehicles which are in transit through a
region as well as fatalities and injuries of non-residents staying in a region on holiday, for business or other reason.
As such, and other things being equal, regions that have transit corridors or regions with high numbers of visitors
may well experience a higher incidence of injuries and fatalities.

Looking in more detail, there were five NUTS level 2 regions with at least 100 road fatalities per million inhabitants.
In 2020, the highest incidence was recorded in the southern Portuguese region of Alentejo (135 road fatalities per
million inhabitants). The other four regions included: two outermost regions of France – Guadeloupe (124) and
Guyane (115); Mazowiecki regionalny that encircles the Polish capital region (123); and the southern Belgian region
of Prov. Luxembourg (100).

There were 24 regions across the EU where the incidence of road fatalities was less than 23 deaths per million
inhabitants in 2020 (as shown by the lightest shade of yellow in Map 2). There were two regions that reported no
road deaths at all: Valle d’Aosta/Vallée d’Aoste in northern Italy and the relatively small, island region of Åland in
Finland. However, a majority of the 24 regions with relatively low fatality rates were predominantly urban regions;
indeed, this group included 10 capital regions. Leaving aside the two regions for which there were no fatalities in
2020, the next lowest incidence rates were recorded in the Swedish capital region of Stockholm (5 road fatal-
ities per million inhabitants), the Austrian capital region of Wien (6), and the northern German region of Hamburg (8).
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Map 2: Number of road fatalities, 2020 (per million inhabitants, by NUTS 2 regions) Source: Eurostat
(tran_r_acci) and (demo_pjan)
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Maritime traffic

Maritime passengers

The quality of life on many European islands and in peripheral maritime regions depends, to a large extent, upon
the provision of maritime transport services — providing a means for passengers and freight to arrive/leave. The
total number of maritime passengers that embarked or disembarked in EU ports reached a relative peak of 418
million in 2019 prior to the onset of the COVID-19 crisis.

The annual growth rate for the number of maritime passengers in the EU was 5.5 % in 2018, followed by a more
modest increase of 1.8 % in 2019. However, the COVID-19 crisis and its associated containment measures led to a
rapid contraction in passenger services, in contrast to the situation for freight – see below for more details. The total
number of passengers that embarked or disembarked in EU ports almost halved in 2020, falling 45.0 % to 230
million.

Some of the EU’s most frequented maritime routes are in the Mediterranean Sea and across the Baltic Sea; note
that regional maritime statistics only concern main ports that handle more than 200 000 passengers annually. In
2019, the highest levels of passenger traffic were recorded in the Italian ports of Messina (Sicilia) and Reggio di
Calabria (on the Italian mainland), Helsinki (Finland) and Tallinn (Estonia). All four of these ports recorded at least
10.0 million maritime passengers.

With the onset of the COVID-19 crisis in 2020, passenger numbers fell for each of the main maritime ports of the
EU. The impact of the crisis was mixed and reflected, at least to some degree, the balance between national and
international services; the latter were more likely to be curtailed during the initial stages of the pandemic. There
was a sizeable reduction in the number of maritime passengers embarked or disembarked in Helsinki (down 59.1 %
between 2019 and 2020) and Tallinn (down 56.5 %), while the total number of passengers in Messina and Reggio
di Calabria fell by around one third (down 33.7 % and 30.8 % respectively). The relative impact of the crisis was
lower for ports characterised by local services: for example, passenger numbers in the Greek ports of Paloukia
Salaminas and Perama – two ports located at either end of a ferry service in close proximity to Athens – fell by 17.4
% each. The smallest decline, among the top 20 ports for passenger services, was recorded in Piombino (which is
located on the Italian mainland in Toscana, with a majority of its services to/from the island of Elba); here, the
overall number of passengers fell 8.2 % in 2020. The largest decline, among the top 20 ports for passenger
services, was recorded in Calais, down 61.4 %. This large fall reflects the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on its
mainly international services and possibly also an impact related to Brexit (as the United Kingdom left the EU on
the last day of January 2020).
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Map 3: Maritime passengers carried, 2019 and 2020 (million passengers) Source: Eurostat
(mar_mp_aa_pphd), (mar_mp_aa_cph) and (mar_pa_aa)
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Maritime freight

Maritime freight transport services facilitate international trade between EU Member States and the rest of the
world. Along with other products, they contribute towards the security of supply of energy and food, while providing
EU exporters with a means of reaching international markets; indeed, the vast majority (in tonnage) of the EU’s
international freight is transported by sea.

After six consecutive years when the total quantity of maritime freight handled (goods loaded and unloaded) in EU
ports had risen (albeit marginally in 2019), the onset of the COVID-19 crisis led to a decline in activity in 2020. The
downturn experienced for maritime freight services was relatively modest in comparison with the impact of the crisis
on some passenger services. In 2020, 3.3 billion tonnes of maritime freight were handled in EU ports, 7.3 % less
than in 2019.

Figure 1 shows information for the top 20 EU ports for maritime freight in 2020 (as well as data for 2019 to highlight
the impact of the crisis); note that regional maritime statistics only concern main ports that handle more than a
million tonnes of goods annually. A large number of the EU’s main ports were concentrated along North Sea
coastlines, close to some of the most densely populated regions of the EU that are served by an extensive network
of motorways, railways, rivers and canals.

Rotterdam in the Netherlands was, by far, the largest port in the EU. With 409 million tonnes of maritime freight
loaded and unloaded in 2020, it accounted for more than one tenth (12.3 %) of the total goods handled in EU ports.
The position of Rotterdam as the EU’s leading freight port is clearly evident, as it loaded/unloaded almost twice as
much freight as any of the other port in the EU. The next largest freight ports were all located within relatively close
proximity of Rotterdam: the Belgian port of Antwerpen (206 million tonnes of maritime freight), the German port of
Hamburg (109 million tonnes), and another Dutch port, in the capital city of Amsterdam (89 million tonnes). Away
from the North Sea, the next largest ports in the EU were around the Mediterranean Sea: the Spanish port of
Algeciras (88 million tonnes) and the French port of Marseille (72 million tonnes).
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Figure 1: Maritime freight handled, 2019 and 2020 (million tonnes of goods, top 20 ports in the EU) Source:
Eurostat (mar_mg_aa_pwhd)

Air traffic

Air passengers

In recent decades, liberalisation measures have led to the (rapid) growth of low-cost airlines and an expansion of
smaller regional airports which are generally less congested and charge lower landing fees than main international
airports.

Air passenger services were particularly hard hit by the COVID-19 crisis; the initial impact of the crisis can be seen
in the latest information available. In 2019, there had been 1.0 billion air passengers carried (arrivals plus
departures) in the EU; this figure slumped in 2020, falling by almost three quarters (down 73.3 %) to 277 000
passengers. Monthly statistics for more recent periods confirm that air passenger numbers failed to recover fully in
2021 from the impact of the crisis. The latest data available suggest that there was a modest recovery in domestic
and short-haul travel, while the number of inter-continental air travellers remained depressed.
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Map 4 provides information for NUTS level 2 regions on the change in the number of air passengers carried; note
that many of the regions for which data are not available do not have a major airport and that only national data are
presented for Croatia. There were 74 regions (out of 167) where the number of air passengers carried in 2020 fell
at a faster rate than the EU average (down 73.3 %). There were 90 regions (or 54.5 % of all regions) where air
passenger numbers fell by a smaller margin than the EU average and one region that had the same annual change
as the EU average. Two regions with very small numbers of air passengers (less than 10 000 each) did not record a
fall in 2020: in Alentejo in Portugal, the number of air passengers in 2020 was the same as in 2019; in the island
region of Sjælland in Denmark, there was an increase.

In 2020, the French capital region of Ile-de-France – which is home to Paris-Charles de Gaulle and Paris-Orly
airports – had the highest number of air passengers carried, at 33.0 million (there had been 108.0 million in 2019).
The Dutch capital region of Noord-Holland – which is home to Amsterdam/Schiphol airport – had the second
highest number of air passengers, at 20.9 million (71.7 million in 2019), followed by the German region of
Darmstadt – which is home to Frankfurt/Main airport – with 18.7 million passengers (70.4 million in 2019).
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Map 4: Change in air passengers carried, 2019–2020 (%, annual change, by NUTS 2 regions) Source: Euro-
stat (tran_r_avpa_nm) and (ttr00012)
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The busiest passenger airport in the EU was Paris-Charles de Gaulle

Figure 2 presents information relating to the busiest 20 passenger airports in the EU, as measured by the number
of passengers carried in 2020. Despite the impact of the COVID-19 crisis, Paris-Charles de Gaulle in France (22.2
million passengers), Amsterdam/Schiphol in the Netherlands (20.9 million passengers) and Frankfurt/Main airport
in Germany (18.7 million passengers) remained the three most used airports in the EU. These three airports
carried the highest numbers of passengers within the EU (intra-EU transport) and on international flights to/from
non-member countries (extra-EU transport): Paris-Charles de Gaulle had the highest number of extra-EU
passengers (11.5 million), while Amsterdam/Schiphol had the highest number of intra-EU passengers (10.0 million).
There was a somewhat different picture for national air transport, as Adolfo Suárez Madrid-Barajas in Spain had the
highest number of passengers (6.0 million), followed by Paris-Orly in France (5.5 million) and Barcelona/El Prat in
Spain (4.8 million). These relatively high figures for national air transport in Spain and France reflect the size of
these EU Member States and, particularly for Spanish airports, the importance of flights to and from relatively
distant island regions.

Among the top 20 passenger airports in the EU, the biggest declines in passenger numbers between 2019 and
2020 were recorded for Palma de Mallorca in Spain (down 79.4 %), Dublin in Ireland (down 77.8 %) and
Roma/Fiumicino in Italy (down 77.5 %). The downturn in air passenger numbers was widespread and impacted all
of the main airports in the EU. Indeed, Paris-Orly (down 66.1 %) and Athinai/Eleftherios Venizelos in Greece (down
65.7 %) were the only airports among the top 20 where the number of air passengers did not fall by at least 70.0 %.
For the majority of these top 20 airports, international traffic saw the largest decline in passenger numbers. The
only exceptions were København/Kastrup in Denmark, Stockholm/Arlanda in Sweden and Berlin-Tegel in Germany
(where the biggest fall was recorded for intra-EU passengers) and Düsseldorf in Germany and Brussels in Belgium
(where the biggest fall was recorded for national passengers).
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Figure 2: Air passengers carried, 2019 and 2020 (million passengers, top 20 airports in the EU) Source:
Eurostat (avia_paoa)

Air freight and mail

The quantity of air freight and mail loaded and unloaded increased for six consecutive years up to 2018 to peak at
14.2 million tonnes. Before the COVID-19 crisis there was already a modest reduction in the quantity of goods
carried by air in the EU, with a fall of 3.5 % in 2019. This pattern was amplified after the onset of the pandemic, as a
further reduction of 9.6 % was recorded in 2020. However, the quantity of air freight and mail rebounded sharply in
2021, up 20.8 % to a record level of 15.0 million tonnes for the first time. This rapid increase may have been fuelled,
among other factors, by a shortage of shipping containers and rising prices for maritime transport, congestion at
major shipping hubs, logistical difficulties associated with COVID-19 containment measures (especially in Asia),
and the growth of e-commerce.

The information presented in Figure 3 shows data for the top 20 airports in the EU for freight and mail (based on the
quantity of goods carried in 2020). The vast majority of air freight and mail is extra-EU international traffic to/from
non-member countries (where speed of delivery provides a competitive advantage). In 2020, Frankfurt/Main airport
had the largest quantity of air freight and mail, 1.9 million tonnes. There were four other airports across the EU that
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recorded at least 1.0 million tonnes of freight and mail: Paris-Charles de Gaulle (1.7 million tonnes),
Amsterdam/Schiphol (1.5 million tonnes), Leipzig/Halle airport in Germany (1.4 million tonnes) and Liège airport in
Belgium (1.0 million tonnes).

Changes between 2019 and 2020 in the quantity of air freight and mail loaded and unloaded in the EU’s top 20
airports varied. The quantity of goods carried in the three principal EU airports for freight and mail fell in 2020,
down 8.5 % in Frankfurt/Main, 8.6 % in Amsterdam/Schiphol and down by as much as 17.0 % in Paris-Charles de
Gaulle. However, increases were observed in Köln/Bonn (Germany; up 5.3 %), Luxembourg (up 6.1 %),
Leipzig/Halle (up 12.2 %), Maastricht/Aachen (the Netherlands; up 22.1 %), Liège (up 26.9 %) and particularly
Frankfurt-Hahn (Germany; up 42.8 %).

Figure 3: Air freight and mail, 2019 and 2020 (1 000 tonnes loaded and unloaded, top 20 airports in the EU)
Source: Eurostat (avia_gooa)
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Rail traffic

The European Year of Rail was held in 2021 with various events, projects and activities organised to highlight the
many dimensions of the EU’s rail transport sector: rail’s role in culture and heritage, and in innovation; its
importance for connecting regions, people and businesses; its part in sustainable tourism; as well as its
involvement in relations with neighbouring countries.

The regional distribution of railway infrastructure is shaped by specific historical developments, economic
developments and the geographical characteristics of regions. For example, some large EU Member States that
have considerable distances between major cities have developed high-speed rail infrastructure (for example,
Germany, Spain, France or Italy). Some of the Member States that are more densely-populated, such as Belgium
or the Netherlands, have a higher frequency of (generally less rapid) trains. Several eastern Member States have
relatively extensive rail networks, reflecting a legacy from the communist or Soviet era when there was often a
greater reliance on rail (compared with road) for transporting passengers and goods.

In 2020, there were 947.1 million tonnes of goods transported by rail in the EU. Map 5 presents information on rail
freight transport by NUTS level 2 region – as measured by the quantity of goods loaded. In general, the lowest
levels of rail freight transport were recorded in rural and peripheral regions of the EU (where rail infrastructure was
often less extensive). The highest levels of rail freight transport were in a cluster of regions centred on Germany
and its neighbours. Many of these regions were characterised as manufacturing centres, where goods are loaded
onto railways to be transported within the EU and also to the EU’s main ports. Others, such as Hamburg and
Zuid-Holland, are regions with major maritime ports, whereby goods arriving by sea are loaded onto railways to be
transported to distribution and/or manufacturing centres. The use of rail is often considered a more
environmentally-friendly means of transport than road transport and an alternative to congested road networks.

Note that confidential data has been used for some of the regions presented in Map 5 and that it is not possible to
disclose specific information concerning the quantity of goods loaded. Based on available information, the highest
levels of rail freight transport in 2020 were recorded in the German regions of Düsseldorf, Sachsen-Anhalt,
Hamburg and Braunschweig (each had 26.9–29.9 million tonnes of goods loaded), as well as the Dutch region of
Zuid-Holland (which includes the EU’s main port of Rotterdam; 18.9 million tonnes).
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Map 5: Rail freight transport, 2020 (million tonnes of goods loaded, by NUTS 2 regions of loading) Source:
Eurostat (tran_r_rago)
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Source data for figures and maps

Transport at regional level

Data sources

Regional transport statistics Regional transport statistics are collected for a number of transport modes ,
covering a broad range of indicators, for example, transport infrastructure (the length or density of transport
networks) or equipment rates (the number of vehicles per inhabitant). The other main area of regional transport
statistics concerns flows of passenger and freight traffic between, within and through regions, with differences
across regions often closely related to the level and structure of their economic activity, their number of inhabitants,
or their geographical location in relation to key transport infrastructure (such as road and rail networks, or ports and
airports).

The legal basis for road transport statistics is Regulation (EU) No 70/2012 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 18 January 2012 on statistical returns in respect of the carriage of goods by road . Regional data on
road accidents are currently provided on a voluntary basis.

The legal basis for maritime transport statistics is Directive 2029/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 6 May 2009 on statistical returns in respect of the carriage of goods and passengers by sea .

The legal basis for air transport statistics is Regulation (EU) No 437/2003 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 27 February 2003 on statistical returns in respect of the carriage of passengers, freight and mail by air .
Regional data for air passenger and freight transport are aggregated from data at the level of main airports.

The legal basis for rail transport statistics is Regulation (EU) 2018/643 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 18 April 2018 on rail transport statistics (recast) .

Indicator definitions Road freight transport

Road freight motor vehicles include:

• single vehicles (such as a lorry) designed to carry goods;

• road tractors, also known as semi-trailer tractors or (the towing part of) articulated lorries, designed to pull
vehicles that are not power-driven, typically semi-trailers.

Road freight transport statistics relate to transport by heavy goods vehicles; transport by light goods vehicles is
excluded. Road freight transport is defined as road transport between two places (a place of loading and a place of
unloading). The information presented concerns the performance of road freight transport (in tonne-kilometres) for
goods loaded in each NUTS level 2 region. The transport includes that performed by vehicles registered in any of
the EU Member States, but not by non-EU registered vehicles; the transport includes that performed anywhere, not
just within the region of loading. A tonne-kilometre is one tonne of freight transported over one kilometre.

Road accidents

A fatal road transport accident is one involving at least one road vehicle in motion on a public road (or a private road
to which the public have right of access), resulting in at least one killed person. Road fatalities include persons who
are killed immediately in a traffic accident or who die within 30 days as a result of an injury sustained in a road
accident; these statistics exclude suicides.

A person injured in a road accident is any person who, as result of an injury sustained in a road accident, was not
killed immediately or did not die within 30 days, but sustained an injury, normally needing medical treatment; these
statistics also exclude attempted suicides. Persons with lesser wounds, such as minor cuts or bruises, are not
normally recorded as injured persons.

Maritime traffic
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A port is a place having facilities for merchant ships to moor and to load or unload cargo or to disembark or embark
passengers to or from vessels, usually directly to a pier.

Sea passengers are persons who make a sea journey on a merchant ship; excluded are service staff assigned to
merchant ships, as well as infants in arms. Merchant ships are typically passenger ships (for more than 12
fare-paying passengers) including cruise ships, as well as roll-on-roll-off (Ro-Ro) vessels. Sea passengers
embarked and disembarked relate to the activity of boarding or leaving a ship. A transfer from one ship to another is
a disembarkation followed by an embarkation. Excursions from cruise ships are not considered as a
(dis)embarkation.

Sea freight transport is the movement of goods using merchant ships on journeys that are undertaken wholly or
partly at sea. Transport is measured in terms of tonnes handled in ports, in other words loaded or unloaded to a
merchant ship. The transport of goods to offshore installations, for dumping at sea, or reclaimed from the seabed is
included, as is transhipment from one ship to another. Bunkers and stores supplied to vessels for their own use are
excluded. Movements of goods on inland waterways vessels between seaports and inland waterway ports are also
excluded.

Air traffic

An airport is defined as an area of land or water (including any buildings, installations and equipment) intended to
be used either wholly or in part for the arrival, departure and surface movement of aircraft and open for commercial
air transport operations.

Air passengers carried are all passengers on national and international flights. These statistics cover all passengers
on a particular flight, counted once only and not repeatedly on each individual stage of that flight. Air passengers
include all revenue and non-revenue passengers whose journeys begin or terminate at the reporting airport, as well
as transfer passengers joining or leaving a flight at the reporting airport; direct transit passengers (on the same
aircraft with the same flight number) are excluded from the statistics for the airports through which they transit.

Air freight and mail transport is the movement of goods on an aircraft. The statistics published here are measured
in terms of tonnes loaded and unloaded from aircraft at airports. Mail includes correspondence and other objects
carried on an aircraft, which have been dispatched by and intended for delivery to postal administrations. Freight
and mail together are sometimes referred to as cargo.

Rail traffic

Rail freight transport concerns the movement of goods using a railway vehicle on a railway network. The statistics
presented here are shown according to the NUTS level 2 region of loading, in other words, the place where goods
are placed on a railway vehicle to be transported by it.

Context

Transport policy

The European Commission’s Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport is responsible for developing transport
policy within the EU. Its remit is to ensure mobility in a single European transport area, integrating the needs of the
population and the economy at large, while minimising adverse environmental effects. It is hoped that the promotion
of more efficient and interconnected transport networks in the EU will, among other benefits, lead to advanced
mobility, carbon reductions, improved competitiveness and productivity gains.

Policy initiatives within the transport domain touch on everyday lives. For example, the European Commission has
proposed legislation relating to:

• the protection of passenger rights ;

• security measures, such as a list of airlines banned from EU skies ;

• road safety measures to reduce road fatalities and serious road accidents;

• funding to deliver a modern trans-European transport network (TEN-T) with multimodal management systems
that facilitate the mobility of goods and passengers across the EU;
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• a range of policies designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by delivering sustainable transport .

In March 2011, the European Commission adopted the White Paper Roadmap to a Single European Transport
Area – Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system (COM(2011) 144 final). It contains 40
initiatives designed to help build a competitive transport system in the EU and also sets a range of environmental
goals to be achieved by 2050.

In December 2020, the European Commission adopted a Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy – putting
European transport on track for the future (COM(2020) 789 final). It has three main objectives: making the
European transport system more sustainable, smart and resilient. The strategy includes a plan with policy actions
and key milestones. For example, it includes the following targets for the EU by 2030:

• a minimum of 30 million zero-emission cars and 80 000 zero-emission lorries in operation;

• a minimum of 100 climate neutral cities;

• scheduled collective travel under 500 km should be carbon-neutral;

• a doubling of high-speed rail traffic;

• rail freight traffic increasing by 50 %;

• zero-emission ocean-going vessels ready for market.

Transport infrastructure

The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is the EU funding instrument for strategic investment in transport, energy
and digital infrastructure. In the transport sector, CEF is dedicated to the implementation of the TEN-T and aims at
supporting investments in cross-border connections, missing links as well as promoting sustainability and
digitalisation. As part of the European fund for strategic investments, C 12.8 billion have been budgeted in the
multiannual financial framework for 2021–2027 for the transport part of the CEF. The programme provides financial
support, primarily in the form of grants, to develop high-performing, sustainable and efficiently interconnected
trans-European networks.

Cleaner mobility

The European Commission has also enacted legislation in order to promote a safer, more connected and cleaner
mobility system in the EU – Europe on the move . The objective is to promote safer traffic, less polluting vehicles
and more advanced technological solutions through an integrated policy for future road safety, emission standards
for heavy-duty vehicles, an action plan for developing and manufacturing batteries for use in transport vehicles, as
well as a strategy for connected and automated mobility. The European Clean Bus deployment initiative calls on
local and regional leaders to transition towards a low carbon economy by upgrading transport systems making them
cleaner, more energy efficient and sustainable, through reductions in emissions of greenhouse gases, air pollutants
and noise.

Road safety

The EU has a long-term strategic goal for road safety: Vision Zero (in other words, no deaths and serious injuries
on European roads by 2050). The European Parliament adopted a resolution in October 2021 on an EU Road
Safety Policy Framework 2021–2030 – Recommendations on next steps towards ’Vision Zero’ (2021/2014), which
reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to reduce the number of deaths on the EU’s roads to almost zero by 2050. The
resolution is designed to underpin a 50 % reduction in fatalities and serious injuries by 2030. Indicators will be
monitored in relation to vehicle safety, the seat belt wearing rate, speed compliance and post-crash care.

Other articles

• Air transport statistics

• Maritime freight and vessels statistics
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• Railway freight transport statistics

• Railway passenger transport statistics – quarterly and annual data

• Road safety statistics in the EU

• Stock of vehicles at regional level

Publications

• Energy, transport and environment indicators – 2020 edition

• Eurostat regional yearbook

Main tables

• Transport , see:

Regional transport statistics (t_tran_r)

• Regional statistics (t_reg) , see:

Regional transport statistics (t_reg_tran)

Database

• Transport , see:

Multimodal data (tran)

Regional transport statistics (tran_r)

Victims in road accidents by NUTS 2 regions (tran_r_acci)

Railway transport (rail)

Railway transport measurement – goods (rail_go)

Road transport (road)

Road freight transport measurement (road_go)

Maritime transport (mar)

Maritime transport – main annual results (mar_m)

Air transport (avia)

Air transport measurement – passengers (avia_pa)

Air transport measurement – freight and mail (avia_go)

• Regional statistics by NUTS classification (reg) , see:

Regional transport statistics (reg_tran)

Road freight (reg_road)

Other regional transport (reg_otran)
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Dedicated section

• Regions

• Transport

Data visualisation

• Eurostat statistical atlas (Chapter 11)

• Regional statistics illustrated

Methodology

Manuals and further methodological information

• Illustrated glossary for transport statistics – 5th edition, 2019

• Methodological manual on territorial typologies – 2018 edition

• Guidelines for data providers for regional transport statistics – 2019 edition

• Statistical regions in the European Union and partner countries – NUTS and statistical regions 2021 – 2020
edition

Metadata

• Regional transport statistics (ESMS metadata file – reg_tran_esms)

Legislation

• Regulation (EU) No 70/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council on statistical returns in respect of
the carriage of goods by road

• Directive 2029/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 May 2009 on statistical returns in
respect of the carriage of goods and passengers by sea

• Regulation (EU) No 437/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 February 2003 on
statistical returns in respect of the carriage of passengers, freight and mail by air

• Regulation (EU) 2018/643 of the European Parliament and of the Council on rail transport statistics (recast)

External links

• European Commission – Mobility and Transport

• European Commission – Mobility and Transport – Trans-European transport network (TEN-T)

• European Commission – Regional policy – Transport and energy networks

• Innovation and Networks Executive Agency (INEA)

• International Road Transport Union (IRU)

• International Transport Forum (ITF)

• UNECE – Transport statistics

Maps can be explored interactively using Eurostat’s statistical atlas (see user manual ).

This article forms part of Eurostat ’s annual flagship publication, the Eurostat regional yearbook .
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