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Trips of EU residents, 2019 and 2020 (million) Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tttot)

Tourism is one of the sectors most affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. In 2020, the number of nights spent in
tourist accommodation establishments in the European Union (EU) decreased by 51 % compared with 2019. The
accommodation sector in the EU started recovering in 2021, with 28 % more nights spent compared with 2020,
reaching nearly two thirds of the pre-pandemic 2019 levels (see article on Nights spent at tourist accommodation
establishments ).

In 2020, 51 million fewer residents of the European Union made tourism trips (for personal purposes). While in the
year before the pandemic 243 million Europeans made at least one tourism trip with overnights stays in the course
of the year, this number dropped by 21% to 193 million in the year 2020 (see article on Participation in tourism ).
Expressed as a share of the population (aged 15 or over), 52 % participated in tourism in 2020, down from 65 % in
2019.

This article looks at the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the volume of trips made by Europeans and how the
characteristics of those trips, for instance destination or type of accommodation, were affected, focusing on the first
year of the pandemic (2020).

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Union_(EU)
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tourism_statistics_-_nights_spent_at_tourist_accommodation_establishments
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tourism_statistics_-_nights_spent_at_tourist_accommodation_establishments
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tourism_statistics_-_participation_in_tourism


Trips and tourism nights spent by Europeans dropped by 37 % in 2020

In
2020, EU residents aged 15 and over made 713 million tourism trips where they spent 3.6 billion nights (see Table 1).

Table 1: Trips, nights spent and average length of trips made by EU residents by destination, 2020 Source:
Eurostat (tour_dem_tttot) (tour_dem_tntot)

Compared with pre-pandemic levels, both the number of trips and the number of nights spent decreased by 37 %
(see Figure 1 and Figure 2). Looking at the data broken down by destination, duration or purpose, the drops were
more pronounced for outbound trips (-67 % vs -26 % for domestic), long trips (-40 % versus -35 % for short trips)
and professional trips (-51 % versus -36 % for personal trips). In other words, Europeans made relatively fewer
outbound trips, fewer long trips and fewer professional trips. The pattern was similar in terms of nights spent.
However, the number of nights spent on domestic trips dropped less significantly than the number of domestic trips,
meaning that domestic trips were, on average, a bit longer than before the pandemic. This could indicate that
domestic trips became more important as a destination for the main holiday in the year.
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Figure 1: Trips of EU residents, 2019 and 2020 (million) Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tttot)

Figure 2: Tourism nights spent by EU residents, 2019 and 2020 (million) Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tntot)

In 2020 EU residents spent more than 8 out of 10 of their tourism trips inside their own
country

The findings in the previous section are confirmed in Figure 3 and Figure 4, showing the distribution of trips by
duration and destination in 2019 and in 2020. The share of domestic trips increased in 2020 from 73 % to 85 %,
including a big increase in the share of long domestic trips (trips of at least 4 nights). More than half (54 %) of all
trips were short domestic trips (1 to 3 nights), while the share of trips abroad shrank to 5 % for short outbound and
to 10 % for long outbound trips. As mentioned above, the number of domestic trips dropped by 26 %, from 827
million trips in 2019 to 608 million in 2020. The number of outbound trips was cut by 2 thirds, decreasing from 311
million trips to 104 million trips.
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•

Figure 3 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tttot)

•

Figure 4 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tttot)

The same distribution in terms of nights spent is shown in Figure 5 and Figure 6. While in 2019 the nights spent on
long outbound trips accounted for more or less the same share in total nights spent as long domestic trips (39 %
and 40 % respectively), long outbound trips accounted for only 22 % of nights spent in 2020, as compared with the
share of long domestic trips increasing to 56 %.
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•

Figure 5 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tntot)

•

Figure 6 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tntot)

The impact of Covid-19 at country level is shown in Figure 7, comparing the number of trips made in 2019 and
2020. The biggest drops were observed for residents of Slovakia, Latvia, Ireland and Slovenia, with less than half
as many trips in 2020. On the other hand, in Sweden the impact was minimal with only 2 % fewer trips made by its
residents, mainly because of a significant increase of 35 % in the number of domestic trips. Sharp increases in
domestic trips were also recorded in Malta (+52%) and Luxembourg (four times higher, but still relatively
unimportant compared with the volume of outbound trips). The pattern in Figure 7 shows that, across all countries,
the impact of the pandemic on tourism trips was much heavier for outbound tourism than for domestic tourism.
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Figure 7: Trips of EU residents by destination, 2020 compared with 2019 (%) Source: Eurostat
(tour_dem_tttot)

Over half of all overnight stays in 2020 were in non-rented accommodation

EU residents made a total of 3.6 billion overnight stays during tourism trips in 2020. More than half of these nights
(54 %) were spent in non-rented accommodation, which was an unusually high share compared to pre-pandemic
levels (44 % in 2019). Figure 8 and Figure 9 look at the distribution of the tourism nights by choice of
accommodation in 2019 and in 2020. At EU level, in 2020 the biggest share of nights (35 % vs 28 % in 2019) were
spent in accommodation provided by relatives or friends. Nights spent in own holiday homes also went up from 13
% to 17 %. This can indicate that tourists preferred accommodation options with people they know or with fewer
people around. This observation is supported by the drop in the share of nights spent in hotels or similar
accommodation (from 32 % in 2019 to 20 % in 2020).
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Figure 8 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tnac)

•

Figure 9 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_tnac)

71 % or 129 million fewer trips made by air plane in 2020 than in 2019

Motor vehicles (private or rented) were the main means of transport for 75 % of all trips in 2020 (see Figure 10).
This share increased by 10 percentage points compared with 2019 (65 %), while the share of trips by airplane
dropped from
16 % in 2019 to 7 % in 2020. This loss signifies 71 % or 129 million fewer trips made by airplane in 2020 than in 2019.
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Figure 10: Trips of EU residents by mode of transport, 2020 and 2019 (% of all trips) Source: Eurostat
(tour_dem_tttra)

The shift to travelling by car instead of airplane was even more significant in the segment of long trips (see Figure
11); in 2020, 73 % of long trips were made by car while this share was 55 % in 2019. The shift towards destinations
closer to home, for instance domestic trips rather than outbound trips, most likely explains the drop in air travel,
jointly with concerns about distancing rules in shared modes of transport.
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Figure 11: Long trips of EU residents by mode of transport, 2020 and 2019 (% of all long trips) Source:
Eurostat (tour_dem_tttra)

In terms of number of trips, Austria was the top foreign destination for EU residents in
2020, while in terms of nights spent, Spain was on top

As discussed above, Europeans turned to domestic tourism in 2020. Figures 12 and 13 show that the shares of
trips to all destinations abroad decreased compared with 2019. On average for the EU, 15 % of all trips were made
in a foreign country: more than 11 % in another EU Member State and just over 3 % outside the EU. One year
earlier, this was 20 % and 8 % respectively.

•

Figure 12 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_ttw)
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Figure 13 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_ttw)

In terms of number of trips, Austria was the number one foreign destination for EU residents (10.6 million trips, see
Table 2), possibly because of the winter season at the beginning of 2020, just before tourism came to a stop in
March 2020. In terms of number of nights spent, Spain was on top (92.2 million nights spent). 10 % of all outbound
trips made by Europeans were spent in Austria, followed by Italy and Germany (8 % each), while 11 % of tourism
nights were spent in Spain, followed by France (9 %) and Austria (8%).

A neighbouring or nearby country has always been a popular foreign destination for trips of nearly all European
tourists. However, in 2020, the proximity of the destination became more important (see Table 3 in the excel file).

Table 2: Trips and nights spent by EU residents - Domestic, outbound and top 3 outbound destinations,
2020 Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_ttw) (tour_dem_tnw)

In 2020, Europeans spent less than half of what they had spent on their trips in 2019

These closing paragraphs look at tourism spending by EU residents living in the euro area . Tourists from those 19
Member States spent C 215 billion less on tourism trips, with tourism expenditure down from C 396 billion in 2019
to C 181 billion in 2020.
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When taking into account the fact that the number of trips and nights dropped significantly in 2020, tourists still
spent, on average, less per trip and per night than one year earlier. The average spending per trip dropped by 25 %
from C 442 per trip to C 333 per trip (see Figure 14). While the average spending per trip stayed relatively stable for
domestic trips, the impact was more pronounced for trips abroad.

Figure 14: Average tourism expenditure per trip of residents of the Euro area, by destination (domes-
tic/outbound), 2019 and 2020, (EUR) Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_extot)

Tourists from euro area countries spent relatively more in their own economies in 2020 compared with 2019, with
domestic tourism accounting for 65 % of all tourism expenditure (up from 44 % - see Figure 15 and Figure 16).
Notwithstanding this comparative advantage, total expenditure on domestic tourism decreased in 2020 (-29 % for
accommodation, -35 % for transport, -31 % for other expenditure), but less dramatically than the absolute values for
expenditure on outbound trips (respectively -72 %, -73 % and -70 % - see Figure 17).
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Figure 15 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_exexp)

•

Figure 16 -Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_exexp)
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Figure 17: Tourism expenditure of residents of Euro area by type of expenditure, 2019 and 2020 (in million
euro) Source: Eurostat (tour_dem_exexp)

Source data for tables and graphs

• Download Excel file

Data sources

Collection of annual data on trips of EU residents

The collection consists of harmonised data collected by the Member States in the frame of the Regulation (EU) No
692/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning European statistics on tourism .

The scope of observation for data on tourism trips are all tourism trips with at least one overnight stay, made by the
resident population aged 15 and over. It includes trips made for private or professional purpose, outside the usual
environment.

Context

The EU is a major tourist destination, with four Member States among the world’s top ten destinations for
holidaymakers, according to UNWTO data. Tourism is an important activity in the EU which has the potential to
contribute towards employment and economic growth, as well as to development in rural, peripheral or
less-developed areas. These characteristics drive the demand for reliable and harmonised statistics within this field,
as well as within the wider context of regional policy and sustainable development policy areas.

See also

• All articles on tourism statistics
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https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/images/7/77/Impact_of_Covid19_on_trips_27-06-2022.xlsx
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32011R0692:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32011R0692:EN:NOT
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https://ec.europa.euhttps://www.e-unwto.org/doi/book/10.18111/9789284421152
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Tourism


Main tables

• Tourism (t_tour) , see:

Annual data on trips of EU residents (t_tour_dem)

Database

• Tourism (tour) , see:

Annual data on trips of EU residents (tour_dem)

Dedicated section

• Tourism statistics

Publications

• Recent Eurostat publications on tourism

Methodology

• Annual data on trips of EU residents (ESMS metadata file — tour_dem_esms)

• Methodological manual for tourism statistics

Legislation

• Use Eur-Lex icon on the ribbon tool at the top of the statistical article to enter the year and reference
of your regulation or directive.

• See example of what should be issued hereafter

• Regulation (EU) No 1013/2016

Visualisations

• Regional Statistics Illustrated - select statistical domain ’xxx’(= Agriculture, Economy, Education, Health,
Information society, Labour market, Population, Science and technology, Tourism or Transport) (top right)

External links

• European Commission - Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs -
Tourism
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https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/tourism/data/main-tables
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/tourism/data/database
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/tourism/overview
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/tourism/publications
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/tour_dem_esms.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?code=KS-GQ-13-007&amp;language=en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32016R1013:EN:NOT
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/RSI
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism_en
https://ec.europa.euhttps://ec.europa.eu/growth/sectors/tourism_en
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