What language options are available?

Statistics Explained is currently only available in English.

Many non-English speaking users make use of online translation
tools such as Google Translate to display Statistics Explained pages
in other languages.

Statistics Explained and Eurostat publications

Since it was created in 2009, the web-based articles on Statistics Ex-
plained have gradually replaced several of Eurostat’s publications.
Summaries and analyses of statistics can be much more rapidly, easily
and efficiently released through Statistics Explained than via tradi-
tional paper publications.

Some books, like European Busi- Strostal

ness — facts and figures have been
completely replaced by a set of Sta-
tistics Explained articles. However,
Eurostat will keep on producing
traditional publications in paper
and/or PDF format, especially in
the following areas:

short publications analysing
the freshest statistical data
available (Statistics in Focus series);

methodological publications for a small, specialist audience
(Methodologies and working papers series, only available in PDF
format);

a limited number of flagship publications, such as the Eurostat
yearbook. Note that the full content of the Eurostat yearbook is
also available on Statistics Explained, where specific articles may
be updated more frequently and outside of the annual periodic re-
lease of the paper publication;

a number of free-of-charge pocketbooks on main statistical top-
ics, for reference and marketing purposes.
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The content of Statistics Explained

Statistical articles are the core of Statistics Explained. Statistics
Explained includes articles across the complete range of statisti-
cal subjects covered by Eurostat — including social and economic
statistics, as well as an enormous range of more specialised sta-
tistics. The most commonly accessed articles in 2010 related to
unemployment, migration, tourism, GDP and national accounts,
and various subjects concerning the environment.

The typical statistical article starts with an indication as to the
freshness of the data used, a brief introduction, and a table of con-
tents. The main body of each article is composed of the following
parts:

- main statistical findings — these highlight the most important
statistical results, both through text and through a set of tables
and graphs; occasionally maps or diagrams are also used to
help portray the information being presented.

data sources and availability - this briefly describes how the
data were obtained (for example, through which statistical
survey); this section may also highlight the legal basis for the

collection of the statistics, provide some background metadata and
general explanations of the data and terminology used, as well as
highlighting some of the potential limitations and problems that
may be associated with the use of the data set.

context — this section provides information on the uses that may
be made of the data, in particular providing links to the policy
context behind the statistics that are being presented - explaining
the role the statistics aim to serve and their importance for society
as a whole or for particular groups.

further Eurostat information - this section provides direct links
to more detailed or more recent information on the Eurostat web-
site.

external links - the articles generally close with a set of hyperlinks
to other trustworthy bodies.

categories — at the end of each article and many of the glossary/
background pages there are a set of hyperlinks that provide rapid
access to related articles that may well be of further interest to the
reader.
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Main statistical findings

minimum wage by statute or by national intersectoral agreement

Cinks | Member States and within the euro area and also provides a comparison with the situation in the United States

In January 2011, 20 of the EU's 27 Member States (Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic. Estonia, Ireland, Greece e
Spain, France, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia,
Slovakia, and the United Kingdom) and two candidate countries (Croatia, Turkey) had national legislation setting a
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Getting behind the figures

Many users not only want to view data, but they also wish to be
informed about their exact meaning. Statistics Explained contains
two types of special web pages in the form of a glossary of statisti-
cal terms and more detailed methodological information through
background pages.

Glossary pages

Glossary entries appear as hyperlinks within statistical articles
— they allow the user to open a new page that contains a simple
explanation of the glossary term and then to return to the original
article. Some glossary entries are followed by a set of hyperlinks
for more detailed or related information.

There are a large number of glossaries focused on particular sub-
jects or groups of information, for example:

- asetof statistical glossaries for the main statistical themes (for
example, population and social conditions), as well as a number
of more detailed subject specific glossaries (for example, living
conditions and social protection).

- abbreviations used within Statistics Explained, see http://epp.
eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/index.php/
Category:Abbreviations

- geographical areas, for example, ASEAN, DAC or the
Andean pactare detailedin the geography glossary, see
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/
index.php/Category:Geography_glossary
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Glossary:Unemployment

= without work during the reference week;

= actively having sought employment at some time during the last four weeks.
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An unemployed person is defined by Eurostat. according to the guidelines of the Intemational Labour Organization. as

= someone aged 15 to 74 (in Italy, Spain, the United Kingdom, Iceland, Norway: 16 to 74 years)

= available to start work within the next two weeks (or has already found a job to start within the next three months);

The unemployment rate is the number of people unemployed as a percentage of the labour force.

- abbreviations and special
namesthatareusedinrelation
to the European Union, its
policies, institutions and
treaties, for example, the EU
2020 strategy, the EIB, or
the CAP are grouped under
the category heading of EU
institutions glossary, see
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.
eu/statistics_explained/
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Category:Geography glossary
The Geography glossary contains all glossary items concerning regions, countries and groupings of cos
Pages in category "Geography glossary"

The following 68 pages are in this category. out of 68 total
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index.php/Category:EU_
institutions_glossary.

Access to the full range of glossary items is available at:
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained/
index.php/Category:Glossary.

Background pages

These pages are designed to provide comprehensive meth-
odological information, on subjects such as particular
statistical indicators, statistical methods or classifications.
Background articles look deeper into the subject presented
and have no predefined structure as they are diverse in na-
ture. Examples include articles on European sector accounts,
the agricultural census, and the methodology used for the
harmonised indices of consumer prices (HICP).
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experienced the largest reductions in their profit shares, along with Norway. Latvia recorded the highest percentage point -‘PP} is the most ffequeﬂtly used
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The European system of naticnal and regional accounts (ESA) provides the methodology for national accounts in the EU. X
The current version, ESA95, was fully istent with worldwide guidelines for national accounts, the 1993 SNA S By oD, 001, K o) E
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GDP and main components

The main aggreg: of national are piled from institutional units, namely non-financial or financial
corporations. general government, households, and non-profit institutions serving households (NPISH).
Data within the national accounts domain encompasses information on GDP components, employment. final i
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GDP is the central measure of national accounts, which summarises the econemic position of a country (or region). It R
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» Home The HICP development project is ongoing. This e Monetary Union index of consumer prices (| } — an aggregate index covering the: countries in the euro area;
= Statistical themes | S e a—— d = the European index of consumer prices (EICP) — for the euro area plus the other European Union countries:
: i::ggorles | o i b il i RN the national HICPs — for each of the Member States of the European Union.
Ecol_ CLLLES Beyond these there are also the P Area index of prices (EEAICP) and HICPs for the individual countries in the European Economic Area (EEA) and
[ are] 1The main HICPs Switzerland. There are also interim HICPs for candidate countries. It is expected that once those countries accede to the EU their HICPs will be fully comparable with those of the existing
e o [ Eeesason Member States. The national HICPs are produced by the national statistical institutes, while the country-group aggregates are produced by Eurastat.
* ContactEurostat || |3 Ahamonised methodology for the HICP and mi
= EU Bookshop || |4 The official country-group aggregates reflect the evolution of economic and monetary union (EMU), the EU and the EEA. New Member States are chained into the index at the time of
foomox ] | |5 Basic concepts accession. In addition to these official aggregates, Eurostat computes also country aggregates with stable composition over time. For example, the aggregate 'EU-27' shows price indices
514 fthe HICP: i i
= Whatlinks here | im and scope of the HICPs cavering all current 27 Member States since 1397
| 5.2 Household final monetary consumption e
» Related changes - ) .
« ‘Special pages | 5.3 Some basic requirements for HICPs Uses of the HICPs
= Permanentlink | | 6 Coverage
= PDF version | 6.1 Goods and services Consumer price indices have a variety of potential uses, for example for indexing social benefits or contracts. or as inputs into various types of economic analyses. Following the
[ e phic Shi ool shon covarane Maastricht Treaty, the main thrust of the harmenisation project has been the use of the HICPs as convergence criteria and the main measure for monitoring price stability in the euro area
| |7 computation issues and price sampling ; 5 ; : : 3y ;
5 The HICPs have been set up to provide the best measure for of price inflation in the EU and the euro area, and for assessing price convergence and
| = English || 7.1 Weights for the HICP sub-indices 4 :
—| 72 indexformulae stability in the context of monetary policy analysis
| createabook | s - - C . ) - F .
T — | | 7.3 Macro index formula In the early stages of the project until 1398, the main use of the HICPs was in assessing the price stability and price convergence required for entry into Economic and moenetary union.
- 5l L | 7.4 Elementary aggregate indices Since then. convergence in terms of price stability for new potential Members of the EMU has been assessed regularly by means of the HICP.
= Hee 7.5 The level at which macro-aggregation chaf
| 7.6 Compuitation of country agaregates From 1999 onwards, the focus of interest shifted towards country-group aggregates — and in particular the euro area. This change of emphasis reflects the European Central Bank (ECB)
| 7.7 Sampling of prices objective of price stability and the view that the HICPs are the most appropriate price measure for assessing price stability. The focus of the HICPs on measuring price stability and
8 Price collection and treatment of price observati _and on i i cf i . does not mean that a wider range of users should not or cannot use HICPs for other purposes. Depending on the precise purpose the user
8.1 Timing of price callections and of entering| has in mind, the HICPs may be the best available price statistics. All users of the HICPs should note, however, that the HICPs are revisable; the indices may change after the initial
8.2 The treatment of price reductions results are published
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Navigation and collaborative tools

There is a permanent navigational tool provided on the left-hand side
of each screen within Statistics Explained, this provides useful tools
to navigate, as well as links to other parts of Eurostat’s website, the EU
bookshop and a toolbox of utilities.

Along the top of each page there is a wide range of useful collaborative
tools that allow interaction through social media networks, providing
opportunities to share, blog, cite, print, bookmark or send articles.
These built-in tools (such as Twitter or Facebook) allow users to com-
municate their findings to colleagues, friends or family.

Eurostat’s website

Eurostat provides users with free access to all of its databases, as
well as PDF versions of its publications; these are available from
Eurostat’s website. To discover more, open a web browser and go
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Statistics Explained is an offcial Eurostat website presenting al statistical topics in an easily understandable way. Together. the articles make up everyone's
encyclopedia of European statistics, completed by a statisical glossary clarfing al terms used and by numerous lnks to futher information and the very
Iatest data and metadata, a portal for occasional and regular users alike.
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Unemployment rate

Searching for information on Statistics Explained

-+ Employment rate

An easy way to find a particular article in Statistics Explained is
through a standard search on the Internet using a few keywords - the
chances are high that the article will appear near the top of the rank-
ing of results.

How to find Statistics
Explained?

‘our guide to European statistics

Statistics Explained is available at:

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/ Statistics Explained also has its own search facility that is always

statistics_explained

For those already familiar with Eurostat’s website, Statistics
Explained may be reached from various web pages including the

available in the top left-hand corner of each page.

Furthermore, Statistics Explained pages are included when users
make a search for particular keyword(s) on Eurostat’s website; the

Eurostat homepage. Just look for the QO icon.

Who should visit Statistics Explained?

The main objective of Statistics Explained is
to reach as broad an audience as possible. It is
aimed at experts from academia or business,
who are not familiar with Eurostat’s website,
while at the same time presenting information
in a simple and easy to understand fashion so
that it also appeals to the general public. Statis-
tics Explained should also appeal to those who
can not or do not want to use online databases.
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Navigating around Statistics
Explained

Besides a search on keywords, there
are two other navigational tools within
Statistics Explained that may help us-
ers find an article: these are statistical
themes and categories.

The hierarchy of statistical themes
(and subthemes) reflects the thematic
logic of Eurostat’s website, where data
and publications are grouped under
one of nine headings, from General


http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained

and regional statistics, through to Science and technology. There
is a hyperlink to a listing of all themes and subthemes that is avail-
able in the left-hand column of each Statistics Explained page.

€ statistics Explained

In a similar way, categories
are used on Statistics Ex- Categories
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Eupen Conisin Statistics Explained makes extensive use of hyperlinking and
i \ similar possibilities offered by the Internet to provide seamless ac-

. cess to information at various levels. It contains statistical data and
explanations, but also provides links to the latest figures and all
kind of relevant background information which may be useful to
understand the statistics presented.
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T Where can it be found?

Zis Svn) http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/statistics_explained

18 results in Statistics Explained for "HICP"

How is the information on Statistics Explained

e Statistical themes presented?
[) General and regional statistics [-] Economy and finance -] Population and social conditions .. . . . . .
pamanisel L countries ] st o pasmints {+] Crime Statistics Explained is made up of highly interlinked web pages.
PuwknDaie2tl  [+] Regions [+] Consumer prices [+] Culture . . c e
Crmssic | |3l 3] s o iarest s [+] Esucaton and iaiing There are essentially two basic types of pages on Statistics Ex-
B [+] Govemment statistics [+] Health . c L. . . . . .
{+] Natinal accauns (ncl. GOP) [+] Labour market plained: statistical articles that provide information on a particular
[+] Living conditions and social protection . . .
[+ Populstion topic, and glossary/background pages that provide more detailed,
2] hdistiy; trade shd sanices -] Aiitire; forsstry iid SaHeries -] External trade technical descriptions of an indicator or speciﬁc data collection.
[+] Industry and construction [+] Agriculture 0 subcategories i . . .
Gt i et More details on how to navigate the wealth of information and on
+] Senices +] Forestry AW . . .
[+] Shortem business statitcs the general structure of statistical articles is provided overleaf.
[+] Structural business statistics
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