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Asylum and managed migration
statistics in a nutshell

Top 10 citizenships granted protection status in the EU, 2019

Eurostat’s statistics on asylum and managed migration provide detailed
information on third-country nationals (non-EU citizens, including
stateless persons)

Afghanistan

• applying for asylum
• entering and residing in an EU country, or
• who are subject to immigration law enforcement.
A large proportion of the statistics are closely linked with EU legislation
on asylum and managed migration, in particular:
• international protection
• the Dublin procedure
• return of non-EU nationals who have been staying in the EU under
irregular circumstances
• residence and access to work
• guaranteeing a common set of rights for third-country nationals
residing in the EU.
The data provided by the Member States are based on the Migration
Statistics Regulation (Regulation (EC) No 862/2007). They are made
available on Eurostat’s website in the form of tables, multi-dimensional
databases and analytical articles.
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Dublin statistics provide information on how the Dublin Regulation is
being applied. The regulation itself establishes which Member State is
responsible for the examination of the asylum application, based on a list
of criteria (from family considerations, to whether the applicant has first
entered the EU regularly or irregularly).
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Eurostat’s statistics cover:
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Note: Figures include positive decisions issued at first and final instance, and decisions may refer
also to applications lodged before 2019.
Source: Eurostat (online data codes: migr_asydcfsta and migr_asydcfina)

Outgoing Dublin requests in the EU (2018)
Submitting countries
Germany: 62 816

What information is available?

These data are presented by citizenship, age group and sex.

Receiving countries

EU TOTAL

Italy: 41 454

Germany: 22 868

France: 46 027

Asylum statistics provide information on:
• the number of asylum seekers (asylum applicants and first-time asylum
applicants)
• unaccompanied minors applying for asylum
• decisions on asylum applications (first instance decisions and final
decisions in appeal or review)
• the number of resettled persons.

The data are broken down by the countries submitting and receiving
requests, and where appropriate, they are broken down by the type of
request, the criteria forming the basis of the request, the type of decision,
and the duration of the transfer.

156 045

Asylum and managed migration statistics cover the following areas:
• asylum statistics
• Dublin procedure statistics
• statistics on residence permits
• statistics on the enforcement of immigration legislation.

• the number of requests submitted and received by the Member States
to take charge of or to take back an asylum applicant
• the number of accepted and rejected requests
• the number of people transferred from one EU country to another.

Greece: 13 688
Spain: 12 812
France: 8 205

Netherlands: 9 638
Belgium: 8 384
Greece: 7 033
Austria: 5 558
Italy: 5 059
Other: 11 530
Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_dubro)

Sweden: 7 312
Switzerland: 5 881
Other EU and
EFTA countries,
and the UK:
43 825

Distribution of valid residence permits in the EU by country of citizenship, 2018 (number of permits)
Statistics on the enforcement of immigration legislation provide
information on the number of third-country nationals:
• refused entry at EU external borders
• found to be illegally present in the territory of an EU country
• who have been issued an order to leave an EU country, or
• who have been returned from an EU country following an order to
leave.
These data are broken down by citizenship. In addition, data on entry
refusals are broken down by grounds for refusal and type of border,
while data on apprehensions are broken down by sex and age group.
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Note: excluding Denmark. In 2018, the total also included 308 thousand recognised non-citizens,
103 thousand people whose citizenship was unknown and 64 thousand stateless persons with
a valid residence permit for residing the EU.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_resvalid)

Residence permit statistics provide information on non-EU nationals
who have been granted an authorisation to stay for at least 3 months in
an EU country. They include:
• the number of first residence permits granted
• the number of permits for a change of immigration status or reason to
stay
• the number of valid residence permits at the end of the year
• data on some specific types of residence permits directly connected
with EU directives in the field of EU migration policy (e.g. EU Blue Card,
Single Permit, residence permits for seasonal work purposes, long-term
residence permits, intra-corporate transfers).
These data are generally broken down by citizenship, the reason for
issuing the permit, and length of validity.

Administrative boundaries: © EuroGeographics © UN–FAO © Turkstat
Cartography: Eurostat – IMAGE, 03/2020
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the European Union

717 560

Children in migration statistics
This special section presents statistics on non-EU nationals aged
under 18. It covers:
• asylum statistics
• residence permit statistics
• statistics on the enforcement of immigration legislation.
These data are broken down by citizenship, age group and sex.

Non-EU
citizens subject
to immigration
law enforcement
in 2019

Persons ordered
to leave an
EU Member State

491 195

Source: Eurostat (online data codes: migr_eipre, migr_eiord,
migr_eirtn and migr_eirfs)

627 900

Persons
returned outside
the EU following
an order to leave

142 320

Dissemination products
Statistics Explained

Data visualisations

An official Eurostat website presenting
articles on statistical topics in a clear,
understandable and accessible way.

A range of interactive and static graphics presenting Eurostat data in the
clearest and most simple way.
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/asylum-and-managed-migration/
visualisations

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained

Database
Data on asylum and managed migration can be viewed from multidimensional databases using Data Explorer. This tool allows users to select
across all dimensions of a table (i.e. geography, time, citizenship).
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/asylum-and-managed-migration/data/
database

Main tables
This section offers a selection of the most important
data, extracted from Eurostat’s statistical database and
presented in a user-friendly way as tables, graphs or maps.
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/asylum-andmanagedmigration/data/main-tables
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Where did
the applicants
come from
in 2019?

2019
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by ...
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142 500 119 900 115 200
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1.4 % 0.8 %
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Who were
the people
asking for
asylum?

7 % of the
minors were
unaccompanied
25 % 6 %

47 %

62 % 38were%

were men

women

22 % 1 %

<14 years 14 to 17 years 18 to 34 years
35 to 64 years >65 years
Outcomes
of applications
and
resettlement
Resettled
refugees**

297 100
Positive
decisions*

842 500
Applications
pending end 2019*

* Figures include positive decisions issued at first and
final instance, and decisions may refer also to
applications lodged before 2019.

21 200
** Resettlement means the transfer of
third country nationals, on request
from UNHCR, to a Member State
where they are being granted
protection status.

User support

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/help/support
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Eurostat and other members of the European Statistical System have
set up a system of multilingual user support. To access it click the
‘Help’ tab on Eurostat’s home page.

Media and institutional support
The Eurostat Press Office is especially useful for journalists. It publishes
news on a range of data relating to the EU, the euro area, EU countries,
and their partners.
To receive press releases on the day of publication and the release
calendars:
Tel: (+352) 4301 33444, eurostat-pressoffice@ec.europa.eu
To request data or ask questions on Eurostat statistics:
Tel: (+352) 4301 33408, eurostat-mediasupport@ec.europa.eu
Follow Eurostat on Twitter:
twitter.com/EU_Eurostat
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