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N°6 – December 2018

Facility for Euromed Dialogue and Exchange of Best Practices
MEDSTAT IV is entering its last year of implementation and we look forward to continuing
our cooperation with you in 2019.
Three years with MEDSTAT IV
This is the sixth issue of the MEDSTAT IV Newsletter. As with the past issues of the newsletter, you will
find below the three (3) usual sections: news from the project, news from the partners, and special
topic. The special topic this time will be our publications on Gender that have been finalised in October
(Volume I) and November (Volume II).
This issue of the Newsletter is circulated as a PDF document that is attached to this mail. You may also
find further information by clicking on the provided links below. Thus, you have many ways to read this
Newsletter!
Your feed-back is important. Please send us your comments and remarks so we can improve our work
and provide you better and more relevant information.
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1. News from the project’s main activities
Improving the production of energy balances in the ENP-S countries as to prepare for a
regional publication with harmonised data
MEDSTAT IV organises a Regional workshop in Brussels, on 26-28 June 2018

Horizontal sector “Training” on Strategic planning and management in Statistics
Lithuania, Vilnius, 19-21 June 2018
Strategic planning, statistical programs and official statistical processes management
On 19-21 June 2018, Statistics Lithuania in Vilnius organized Strategic planning and management of statistical
programs training course in accordance with the European Union project EuropeAid/136489/DH/SER/MULTI for
the Lot 1 MEDSTAT IV for the European Neighbourhood Policy South region countries. Representatives from
Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Palestine, Lebanon, Morocco, Tunisia and the Israeli National Statistical Institutes
participated in the training course.
During the training courses issues of strategic planning, statistical programs and official statistical processes
management were discussed. Participants were also be introduced to the methods of prioritization, use of
innovations and methods for assessing consumer needs in the field of statistics.
(written by Statistics Lithuania)
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The objective of the workshop was to set the basis for the production of a regional publication on the energy
balances produced by the partner countries.
The publication should present the energy balances accompanied by a short comment on the methodologies
implemented in the production of these balances, the data sources used, including possible surveys, and the
difficulties faced. The presentation of the national balances should also be accompanied by a short analytical
comment about the key lessons that can be learnt from these figures, regarding for example the share of energy
products in primary energy supply, the characteristics of the transformation processes or the breakdown of the
final energy consumption by energy product and sector.
This workshop was partly organised in the form of works in sub-groups so as to allow countries are defined their
own objectives in this respect and to ensured their ownership of this project. Read more...

Measuring Decent Work and Other Labour Topics in the Context of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) – Geneva, 9-10 July 2018
Decent work, quality of employment and other sub-sectors of labour market statistics are priority areas for the
ENP-South countries individually and within the Euro-Mediterranean statistical cooperation
MEDSTAT IV organized a regional workshop, which was held at ILO, Geneva, on 9-10 July 2018, and was a
follow up of a workshop held in Larnaca in December 2017. As previously, the event benefited from the
contributions of experts from Eurostat, the ILO Department of Statistics, the European Training Foundation
(ETF) and the Expertise France MEDSTAT IV Consortium. Read more...

Migration is an increasing phenomenon with fast changing modalities, evolving monitoring needs and a complex
designing of policy measures. All this makes its measurement and the harmonisation of national data
complicated. Among other, new international guidelines relevant for the migration statistics are underway, such
as for instance the ones on labour migration and refugees and internally displaced people. The meeting saw a
decisive progress in the participation of the relevant ministerial services of the ENP-South countries in the events
of the MEDSTAT IV Migration sector component. The pilot tabulation based on residence permit data resulted
so far in a better state than similar operations carried out in the past, but it still requires more efforts. In
particular, the documentation of administrative procedures at the origin of that data registration should be
integrated, leading to the improvement of comparability of national data.
The meeting saw a decisive progress in the participation of the relevant ministerial services of the ENP-South
countries in the events of the MEDSTAT IV Migration sector component. The pilot tabulation based on residence
permit data resulted so far in a better state than similar operations carried out in the past, but it still requires
more efforts. In particular, the documentation of administrative procedures at the origin of that data registration
should be integrated, leading to the improvement of comparability of national data. Read more...

Workshop on « Producing more accurate data on international trade in services », Athens
17-18 July 2018
The service sector is increasingly important: it represents today 50% of GDP for more than 85% of WTO member
countries. Over the last 20 years, trade in services became the most dynamic segment of world trade; it is growing
faster than the trade in goods. Developing countries and economies in transition have played a growing role in
this sector, increasing their share of global services exports from one-quarter to one-third during the period 1998
to 2018. This growing importance of international trade in services is marked by the emergence of new sectors
(IT, information services and insurance services). This evolution has put a lot of pressure on the organisations
responsible for the production of statistics in this area, including in the ENP-S countries.
The purpose of this workshop was to follow-up on the recommendations made after the asymmetry exercises
and to discuss the development of surveys allowing to break down the balance of payments account into 12
posts such as suggested by the Manual on International Trade in Services Statistics (MSCIS 2010). Read more...
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Improving the Production and Use of Migration Statistics: Experts’ Meeting in the ILO
premises, in Geneva, on 11-12 July 2018
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MEDSTAT IV presents its training course on «Communication for statistics – C4S» at the
2018 Conference of the International Association for Official statistics
“There is a strong mutual interest, from both journalists and statisticians, for establishing a reinforced dialogue
around the dissemination of key economic and social indicators”.
OECD, Paris, September 21, 2018

Study visit in Statistics Bulgaria on Administrative records as main resources of business
statistics: 23 – 25 October 2018
Utilising the fiscal and financial statements for improving business statistics
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Today in the MED countries, there is a stronger demand of dialogue from the side of the journalists. But, there
are lessons to learn from both sides and the relation is two-ways Avenue and the statisticians start seeing also
what they have to gain from the exchange. In some cases, the cooperation may not be as direct and transparent
as it was expected. Where the relation should end is also an issue to consider with in mind independence and
objectivity on both side. The rapid development of the social media also brings new pressure on both groups
and this may lead to give more importance to speed than to reliability. Read more...
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Experts from the MEDSTAT IV project talked about the training for trainers course “communication for statistics”
in front of an audience of senior statisticians on the 3rd day of the 2018 IAOS Conference “Better statistics for
better lives”. The C4S course intended to make statisticians and journalists work closer together in order to
strengthen communication and information in the media on key statistical indicators and to propagate a sense
of trust in official statistics through a better understanding of what is behind the data.

Business registers are a key tool for business statistics; in particular, they are a reliable tool for tracing the
economic realities. This pushes more and more the statisticians towards implementing better methods and
processes to regularly update the business registers which will then be widely used in the analysis and the
monitoring of economic development and will also serve as a sampling frame for designing business surveys.
Over the course of three days visit, nine presentations were delivered by the staff of the NSIO-Bulgaria on various
related issues such as the Bulgarian and European regulations for business statistics, the business register and
its regular updating, the use of the accounting documents database of the Ministry of Finance and the estimates
made for the national accounts. Read more...

Publication of comparative gender indicators for the ENP-S countries
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The working group for gender statistics established under the MEDSTAT IV project met in Paris on October 9-10,
2018.
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During the two days in Paris, the working group was the occasion for each of the ENP-S countries to inform the
group on the most recent activities they deployed in the production and dissemination of gender statistics.
Answering the requirements linked to the monitoring of the SDGs and the production of the gender-related
indicators is a major challenge for the countries and it was decided to systematically share experiences among
the region. The group also identified some priority topics that should be addressed in the future such as women
entrepreneurship and the access of women to justice. The group also discussed a study that is under way in the
framework of the MEDSTAT IV Working group on Labour Market statistics aiming at the production of
comparable indicators on detailed aspects of the participation of women in the labour market. The results of
this study will enrich the future versions of the publication on gender indicators. Read more...

A better measurement for the consumption of energy by the households and by the
businesses, Valencia, 6-8 November 2018
A better measurement for the consumption of energy by the households and by the businesses
The main objective of the workshop was to share experiences and to outline possible actions for the production
of harmonized final energy consumption statistics pertaining to the industry and household sectors across the
region.
It presented methodologies implemented in each of these partner countries for these two types of final energy
consumption surveys, analyzed the results, strengths and shortcomings of the surveys conducted, including the
difficulties encountered and the proposed solutions, and tried to identify areas of convergence in order to foster
harmonization and to help other ENPS Countries define the terms of a future survey in these areas.
The presentation of international recommendations and the sharing of the experience of one EU Member State
was also the key to the achievement of these objectives.Read more...
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Main activities of the project until the end of the project next year:
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7-10 January 2019: Technical assistance on Business Register Statistics in Cairo
8-10 January 2019: Training course on SDGs in Lyon
13-17 January 2019: Technical assistance on Migration to PCBS in Ramallah
22-24 January 2019: Training course on Big Data in Brussels
29-31 January 2019: Working group and workshop on Labour Statistics in ILO, Turin
6-7 February 2019: Working group on SDGs in Athens
12-16 February 2019: Workshop on MED-HIMS in SESRIC, Ankara
19-21 February 2019: Working group and workshop on Business Register Statistics in Lisbon
19-21 February 2019: Technical assistance on Training to ICBS, Jerusalem
26-28 February 2019: Workshop on visibility in Bordeaux
12-14 March 2019: Working group and workshop on Transport statistics in Munich
26-28 March 2019: Working group and workshop on Energy statistics in Warsaw
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2. Information from the partners
INS Tunisie (in French)
Séminaire de clôture du projet de jumelage : « Modernisation de l’appareil statistique tunisien »
Jeudi, le 26 avril 2018
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Un séminaire de clôture du projet de jumelage pour la modernisation de l’appareil statistique tunisien,
s’est tenu le 26 avril 2018 à l’hôtel Ramada Plazza – Gammarth. Ce projet s’inscrit dans le cadre du
Programme d’Appui à l’Accord d’Association et à la Transition (P3AT), qui a pour objectif le développement
des capacités de l’Administration tunisienne, tant au niveau central que régional.
Dans ce cadre, l’Institut National de la Statistique a conduit sur une période de 27 mois à partir de février
2016, un projet de jumelage en partenariat avec l’Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes
Economiques de France (INSEE) et l’Institut de la Statistique d’Italie (ISTAT), et avec l’appui de Statistiques
Lituanie. Ce projet, financé par l’Union européenne à hauteur de 1,350 million d’euros, a contribué à la
modernisation de l’appareil statistique tunisien dans ses différentes dimensions institutionnelles, de
production statistique et de diffusion-communication. Il a bénéficié de 528 jours de missions assurées par
52 experts de l’Insee, de l’Istat et avec une collaboration de Statistiques Lituanie.
L’appui recherché à travers ce projet de jumelage toucherait aussi bien la gouvernance du SNS que la
modernisation de la filière de la production statistique et sa conformité avec les normes de qualité
internationales.
Enjeux
 Renforcer la gouvernance du système statistique public
 Améliorer la qualité de la production statistique
 Assurer une meilleure communication et diffusion des données
Composantes du projet
A- Cadre législatif et institutionnel du système statistique tunisien
 Adoption d’une nouvelle loi statistique et consolidation de l’INS
 Implémentation de la charte nationale de la statistique
B- Modernisation de l’Institut National de la Statistique
 Réorganisation de l’INS
 Certification de l’INS
 Système d’information intégré
 Centre de formation opérationnel
C- Révision du système de la comptabilité nationale tunisien
 Basculement au nouveau système des comptes nationaux des Nations Unies le SCN2008 et
changement de l’année de base de comptes
 Développement des comptes trimestriels
 Répartition régionale du PIB
 Mesure de la contribution des Institutions sans but lucratif et du secteur informel
 Elaboration des comptes financiers en flux et de patrimoines
 Développement des comptes dérivés et des statistiques environnementales
D-Développement des statistiques régionales
 Réorganisation du fonctionnement des Directions Régionales
 Formation du personnel des Directions Régionales
 Mise en place du système de production de statistiques régionales
E- Politique de diffusion et de communication de statistiques Tunisie
 Amélioration du système de collecte de données
 Normes d’échanges de données (SDMX)
 Politique d’accès aux données
 Communication et relation avec les utilisateurs

08

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics
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Palestine: C4S expanded at national level
The C4S training of trainers which was carried out in three steps over the period from September to November
2017. The planned training course on communication for Statistics (C4S) was held from August 1-2,2018.
Twenty-two (22) employees from the Communication and dissemination staff at PCBS were the main
participants.
The course has fulfilled the expected objectives including: ability to understand basic employment statistics
concepts, the data availability and periodicity, ability to use social media tools effectively to deliver clear and
concise messages and able to respond effectively and professionally to different situations and negative posts
on social media. PCBS plans to conduct this important course annually, taking into consideration giving a chance
to trainees to become trainers in other rounds and perhaps have a prior commitment by a journalist to commit
to the course.
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3. Special focus
PUBLICATIONS OF MEDSTAT IV – 2018
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Two publications have been generated from this data gathering and analysis:
•
A short publication (Volume I) with only a selection of keys comparable indicators presented around very
simple and readable graphs,
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Building on previous investments made in 2014-2015 by the UN-ESCWA on the harmonisation of concepts,
MEDSTAT IV mobilised its national coordinators for gender statistics in the ENP-S to gather series of gender
indicators covering different dimensions of the respective roles/status of men and women. This is the first time
that such an exercise has been done in the region for this amount of data and the exercise will be repeated in the
future in order to update the indicators as well as to extend the coverage of the harmonisation work in this area.
The emphasis has been put on the comparability of the data among the countries of the region. In some cases,
there will be more recent data available for some of the countries. In order to allow the users to get to these
more recent data, links have been made with the main data sources for gender statistics in each of the ENP-S
countries.
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Gender indicators – key comparable and selected comparative for the ENP South

•

A long publication (Volume II) with a larger number of indicators and series presented through tables.

For both publication, the definitions and the sources for each indicators are clearly presented.

To download the publications, click here:

MEDSTAT IV_GENDER_2018_V1
MEDSTAT IV_GENDER_2018_V2
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This project is funded by the European Union

Official MEDSTAT web page on the Eurostat website
Website of the the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR)
This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of
MEDSTAT IV Team and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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