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MEDSTAT IV at full speed!
Introduction to the Newsletter
Welcome to this second issue of the MEDSTAT IV newsletter. We hope that it will bring you the
information that you need on the project’s activities. The structure of the first issue has been kept
and you will find again the same 3 sections: news from the project, news from the partners and
special topics.
This issue of the Newsletter is circulated as a PDF document that is attached to this mail. But you
may also read the same information by clicking on the links below. Old or new school, you can
choose how to read the Newsletter.
Your feed-back is important. Please send us your comments and remarks so we can improve our
work and provide you better and more relevant information.
Key Figures in 2016

1. Information on the project
Main activities of the project in the last month of 2016

“Sub-regional Workshop on “the Methodology to Develop a Statistical Business Register”
It was organized on 6-7 December 2016 in Istanbul, Turkey. TurkStat contributed the Workshop to
bring its expertise through presentations and participate in the presentations and discussions of
Mediterranean Partner Countries. During the workshop, there have been good discussions and
presentations about the methodology and quality of BRs. Especially, “Quality Indicators” have been
followed by great interests.
The questionnaire on their BRs filled by MEDSTAT countries was also discussed in the meeting. The
review of the questionnaire will be useful for the future route for all contributing countries. The
main conclusion of the meeting is that the countries could further focus on the development of
methodology and cooperation with other institutions that are potential data sources for BR.
Main activities of the project in the first semester of 2017

1. Regional Workshop on “The Visibility of Statistics and the Relations with the Users”, Athens, 2223 March 2017
Towards a fruitful dialogue between the producers and the users of statistics. A workshop to
exchange views and bring them closer from each other.
What does this statistical data mean exactly? How far can I trust it?
Using statistics often implies asking yourselves this kind of question as the work of a statistician is
based on conventions that may result in complex concepts, methods, tools and processes and, as a
consequence, is largely unknown by the neophytes whom most of the users are. Producers and
users of statistics speak different languages but they need to talk to understand each other and to
better collaborate for the benefit of all.
This is the objective of the workshop that was organised in Athens by the MEDSTAT IV project on
March 22-23, 2017, to make these two groups talk to each other. Representatives from specific
groups of users of statistics, such as researchers, journalists, experts from EU-MED programmes and
initiatives were asked to tell their stories regarding the relations they developed with statistics and
statisticians. On the other hand, the statisticians were asked to explain what they do to engage with

their users and to reach them out. From this dialogue emerged concrete recommendations for the
identification of activities that the project could carry out in order to make the relation better
between the users and the producers of statistics in the ENP-S countries and to improve the quality
and relevance of the statistical data that are produced and disseminated.
Participated in the workshop experts from the ENP-S statistical offices, from the statistical institutes
of EU member states (ELSTAT-Greece, HSK-Hungary, Statistics Lithuania), Turkstat-Turkey and
Eurostat as well as representatives from the Luxembourg Income Studies (LIS), the Hellenic
Foundation for European & Foreign Policy (ELIAMET), the European Training Foundation (ETF), the
Union for the Mediterranean (UfM), the EuroMed Transport Support Project and the OPEN Media
Hub. Read more...

2. Regional Workshop on the methodology for statistics on International Merchandise Trade:
exchanging experiences and practices among the ENP-S countries, Brussels, 28 – 30 March 2017
Towards a better harmonisation of external trade statistics between MED countries. A workshop
to exchange experiences.
Why are statistics on external trade so important ?
Statistics on external trade are in high demand as they reflect the comparative advantage and the
competitiveness of countries in our highly interconnected world. But, in order to be useful in
international comparison, external trade statistics must comply with international norms and when
these norms change, the statistical system must react and adjust as quickly as possible.
New concepts and definitions for the International Merchandise Trade Statistics (IMTS) have been
discussed and adopted by the UN-Statistical Commission in February 2010. New guidelines have
been issues and circulated for adapting the statistical production to the new standards and countries
have started implementing them. If some of the recommendations are straight forward other may
cause some troubles to the statisticians. The ENP-South countries have decided to share their
experience in this area in a workshop, organised by the MEDSTAT IV project, which was held in
Brussels on March 28-30, 2017.
Representatives from the statistical institutes and from other institutions involved in the compilation
of external trade statistics from the ENP-S countries met and worked around technical presentations
made by a representative from the UN Statistical Department, in charge of the international
harmonisation of practices in this area, and by a representative of the “Office des Changes” in
Morocco, a country where the compliance with the new standards is already very high. Read more...

3. Joint Energy/Transport Regional Workshop, Measuring the Sustainable Development Goals
through relevant Energy and Transport indicators, Brussels 28-30.03.2017

On September 25th 2015, countries adopted a set of goals to end poverty, protect the planet,
and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable development agenda. Each goal has
specific targets to be achieved over the next 15 years. Measuring these targets and the progress
made towards their achievements requires good and relevant statistics.

Energy and transport systems and activities are key to the overall economic, technical and
environmental performance of economies around the world and in particular in the Mediterranean
region. These energy and transport systems are, in addition, closely intertwined. They are central in
the achievement of some of the SDGs and in particular Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable,
sustainable and modern energy for all, Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation, Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production
patterns and Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.
The project MEDSTAT IV has convened the statisticians from the ENP-South countries working in the
Transport and in the Energy sectors to develop a common understanding of the SDGs and to discuss
the impact of energy and transport activities and systems on their achievement. This should
translate into a list of consistent and complementary economic, technical and environmental
performance indicators for both energy and transport activities and systems. This list of indicators
will constitute the basis for the production of new indicators across all partner countries and pave
the way for a joint publication on Energy and Transport performance in ENP-S Countries. Read
more...

4. Training course on Geographic Information System (GIS) in Rome, 4-6 April 2017
“Geographic Information System - GIS”and its use in statistics is always in constant evolution.
Knowledge of GIS is an increasingly sought after skill within National Statistical Systems. The
enhancement of NSIs skills in the use of GIS for statistical purpose would serve the ambitions of the
NSIs with regard to a sustainable introduction and use of GIS throughout the statistical production,
from the design of statistical operations to the dissemination of data.
In this framework, Expertise France will organize a 3-day training course on 4-6 April 2017 in Rome
on GIS. The overall objective of this training course would be to enhance NSIs participants’
knowledge and practical skills in using GIS in the different steps of statistical production. Read
more...

2. Information from the partners

•

Information from Statistics Lithuania

In October 2016 Statistics Lithuania management system certified for the fourth time by confirming
its compliance with the requirements of ISO 9001:2015 standard. Click here to read more.
In December 2016 Statistics Lithuania expert took part in the sector review of Business statistics in
Palestine.
Within the framework of the Twinning Project “Modernisation of the statistical system of Tunisia –
TN/15/ENI/ST/55” with INSEE and ISTAT, Statistics Lithuania provides assistance to Statistics
Tunisia in preparation for the ISO 9001:2015 certification.
Specialists of Statistics Lithuania share the best practices related to the implementation of ISO based
quality management, implementation of the European Statistics Code of Practice, performance of
the activity planning and monitoring, process and risk management, implementation of quality
management in labour statistics, strengthening of relations with the users and coordination of the
statistical activity of other official statistics producers. During the reference period, study visit of the
representatives of the National Institute of Statistics of Tunisia on 10-11 October 2016 and expert’s
mission to Tunisia on 10-12 January 2017 took place.

•

Information from NSO, Algeria

Meetings organized within the framework of Algeria / European Union collaboration

NSO top management and representatives of ministries involved in the MEDSTAT IV project met
with M. Michele Schivazappa (Statistical Cooperation with MED Countries, Eurostat A3) and Mrs.
Serena Vitale (Deputy Chief of European Union Delegation in Alger). During this fruitful meeting,
NSO sent a strong signal by showing its involvement in this cooperation. It was also the opportunity
for both parties to discuss about the implementation of the MEDSTAT IV project and its possible
ways of improvements.

M. Thierry Paccoud, team leader of the MEDSTAT IV project conducted a mission in NSO’s premises
in Alger from 14 to 15 November 2016. This mission aimed at discussing with the NSO top
management and representatives of ministries about the content of the sectorial programmes. One
of the highlights was to develop more cross sectional training activities. M. Paccoud said he was
“happy about the quality of the exchanges and the relevance of commentaries and proposals. All of
these elements, coupled with the exchanges to come with the other partners will participate in the
refinement of the work’s schedule”
Meetings and missions organized within the framework of the Algeria, INSEE cooperation

M. Michel Lacroix, INSEE’s expert went to NSO’s premises from 5 to 8 December 2016 in order to
advice NSO top management on the use of the survey’s result on corporate structure and also share
with them INSEE’s experience in conducting such surveys.
INSEE’s delegation composed of Mrs. Dominique Francoz and M. Georges Bourdallé, went to Alger
from 14 to 15 December for the annual meeting of evaluation-programmation as planned in the
INSEE-Algeria cooperation partnership. The objective was to evaluate the activities implemented in
2016 and to plan the activities to be held in 2017.

•

Information from ICBS

Main conclusions of important events or meetings held between September 2016 and January
2017.
ICBS participated in four Medstat activities between September 2016 and January 2017. The
delegates unanimously recognize the importance of the assistance they receive for the
implementation of EU standards, understanding methodologies and sharing best practices.
The Workshop on quality matters for ENP countries contributed to ICBS effort to put in place quality
and legal frameworks for quality management and coordination, as planned in a second Twinning
project with Statistics Denmark.
ICBS staff deeply appreciated the opportunity offered by the Technical Workshop on Production of
Energy Balances, to receive answers from IEA, OECD and Eurostat experts on energy transformation
processes and balances, mainly as ICBS is in the building phase of a new production process for this
statistics.
Led by an IMF expert, this Workshop on Statistics of Balance of Payments (implementation of the
6th edition of the manual of IMF) was most welcome, as the implementation of some
BPM6 recommendations were delayed since 2014, due to lack of proper resources. In this context,
the possibility to further consult the expert via email was found most
valuable.

The Workshop on the Development of a manual on road freight transport statistics adapted to the
characteristics of the transport and statistical systems of the ENPS Countries dealt with an important
survey for the truck industry. The survey, last held in Israel in 1990, is planned for the coming years,
making the participation in the formulation of the manual particularly pertinent.

•

Information from CAPMAS, Egypt

1. The National conference of Food security and nutrition statistics & launch of the Egyptian
Geospatial information portal 19-20 November 2016- Intercontinental city stars
This workshop is organized jointly by WFP and CAPMAS to provide a forum for exchange of
information on status, trends and drivers in vulnerability, food security and nutrition issues and the
need for strengthening monitoring systems by integrating indicators in the national system of
statistics. Also it aims to introduce the new geo-spatial technique in visualizing the national official
statistical system, with a special focus on the vulnerability and food security.

2. Celebration of African Statistics Day with a conference under the Auspices of H.E Dr.Ashraf ElAraby - Minister of planning in Egypt - 22/11/2016 - CAPMAS

During the celebration took place a presentation concerning Egypt's vision on Sustainable
Development in 2030, sustainable development Goals, Agenda of Africa 2063. CAPMAS also made a
presentation on General Population, Housing, and establishment census and its importance to the
state as well as to all data users. They presented their updates in census to ensure data quality and
accelerate extraction of economic and social statistics as well as indicators. In this framework, two
sessions with different topics were organized in order to highlight the importance of economic
statistics for development and achieving SDGs.

Over 200 people were invited to this event included: governmental organizations, ministries,
national and international organizations, politicians, decision-makers, andsenior statisticians.

3. National Forum of Sustainable Development 2030- 4th December 2016- Sonesta Hotel
In this forum Egypt reaffirmed its commitment towards the SDGs. The country highlighted the
difficulties to implement, monitor and measure 230 indicators while being limited in time and
ressources. Moreover, the disaggregation of the indicators which cause a multiplication of the total
number of indicators (by sex, place of residence, age, etc.) will require to build a resilient national
system, able to collect data and produce indicators regularly.

4. Young People in Slum Areas in Greater Cairo Conference (SYPE slums) – 27.12.2016 – Conrad
Hotel

The conference showed the main issues of Young people face in their life in the fields of education,
health, the transition to work, marriage and creating a family, civil and political participation and
migration issues. It also identified the characteristics of those fields and the quality of facilities and
services offered and the most important challenges that face the residents and the opportunities to
improve the conditions of young people in these fields.H.E Prime Minister also announced the final
results of the Survey of Young People in slums in Greater Cairo.
This conference indicated that youth of the slums suffer from unequal opportunities in many aspects
of their lives. However, the results of this survey indicate the similarity of the slum youth with the
youth of urban areas in many circumstances and characteristics. However, according to the results
of this survey, the difference between youth of the slums and the young people who live in informal

urban areas lies in the quality of services regarding collection of garbage, as well as security and
social problems like drug abuse, violence and sexual harassment.

•

Information from PCBS

1. International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS) Conference - “ The Spirit of Official
Statistics: Partnership and Continuous Innovation”

The IAOS 2016 conference welcome address by Ms. Ola Awad, President of IAOS
The organization of the conference of the International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS) in
Abu Dhabi from December 6th to 8th, 2016. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, being the IAOS
president, coordinated the conference in cooperation with Statistics Centre- Abu Dhabi (SCAD). The
conference was held under the title: “The Spirit of Official Statistics: Partnership and Continuous
Innovation”. The Conference addressed a number of important issues on the development of global
official statistics system under increasing demand. It also tackled the use of technologies and new
sources of data and reiterated the importance of partnerships and consolidation of relations. During
the conference, three Young Statisticians Prizes (YSP) to young statisticians were announced for the
year 2016; the winners of first and second places were invited to present their papers in the
conference.

IAOS 2016 conference opening ceremony

3. Special focus
Intervention from an IMF expert in Regional Workshop on Statistics of Balance of
Payments (implementation of the 6th edition of* the manual of IMF), Brussels 13-14
December 2016

In 2013, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) brought some changes on its manual for the
compilation of the Balance of Payments. Since then, countries all over the world have worked at
updating their respective national processes to the new rules. If some of the changes were
straightforward and were easily mastered by the countries, others concerned some more complex
and difficult issues. The workshop organised by MEDSTAT IV, which took place in Brussels on
December 13-14, aimed at bringing answers to the questions that the specialists of 8 of the ENP-S
countries, responsible at the Statistical Office and at the Central Bank for compiling the Balance of
payment, may have had with the implementation of the new regulations. Read more…

Special topic – The ISI 61st Conference – Marrakech 2017

Morocco will host this important event this year. The ENP-S countries take this opportunity very
seriously and they want to make their work very visible to the 2500 or so participants who are
expected to attend the Conference. A concrete illustration of this stand can be found in the level of
participation of the ENP-S countries in the scientific programme of the event. The countries have
tabled proposals for “Special Topic sessions – STS” for several topics, and 4 have been accepted by
the local selection Committee, involving more than 15 statisticians in the region. The 4 STS address
gender statistics, the Household International Migration Survey – HIMS, Business registers and
transport statistics.
More
information
on
the
Conference
at: http://www.isi2017.org/index.php/isi2017/sponsorship-exhibition

must

be

found

Official MEDSTAT web page on the Eurostat website
Website of the the Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR)
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