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SUMMARY MINUTES 
The CCST meets at annual intervals in order to review progress in all areas of work related to EU transport 
statistics, and to contribute to plan future actions in this domain. The main objective of the meeting was to 
review in detail the state of implementation of the Community acquis on transport statistics in the 25 Member 
States as well as in other EEA countries, seen from Eurostat and from the individual countries. 

This CCST meeting was attended by 29 countries: all EU Member States except Malta and Greece, three 
candidate countries (Bulgaria, Romania, and Turkey), Norway and Switzerland. The U.S. Bureau of transport 
statistics, the International Road transport Union (IRU), the European Environment Agency (EEA), and United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) were also present. 

The policy context (agenda point 4) was provided by the Directorate General for Energy and Transport (DG 
TREN). The policy agenda is dominated by the mid-term review of the White Paper and there is a need for 
statistics to monitor the 60 policy measures foreseen by 2010. Proposals on rail market liberalisation, maritime 
safety, security of transport infrastructures and services, charging on infrastructures and open skies are currently 
debated by the legislators. The importance of road safety, passenger mobility and logistics is growing. DG 
TREN’s web site provides 10 questions on transport policy for public consultation: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/energy_transport/white_paper_transport_revision/lb_consultation_en.html 

Eurostat G1 (Business Statistics) presented the general concepts and scope of SBS (Structural Business 
Statistics) and presented data availability on transport enterprises and employment collected under the Annex 
1 of the Council Regulation 58/97/EC (agenda point 5). 

The EEA Member States and Candidate Countries completed Eurostat’s progress report (agenda points 6-7). 
New Member States stressed the importance of Multi-country Transition Facility as a means to improve the 
implementation of the acquis. Most participants agreed to improve the availability of data in the Common 
Questionnaire, even though the lack of resources lowers the priority of this exercise compared to statistics based 
on legal acts. The importance of the availability of data exchange tables from the Regulation 1172/98/EC to 
calculate total road freight transport on national territory was stressed. Some participants reported problems with 
the quality of the vehicle registers and the low response rate in the road freight survey according to the 
Regulation. All Member States declared that they can comply with all or most obligations of the Regulation 
91/2003 on rail transport statistics. However, some problems in collecting rail data resulted from the opening of 
the rail market and the growing number of operators. The production of aviation, maritime and inland waterways 
transport statistics did not cause major problems in most countries. Some Member States recognised the growing 
importance of intermodality and mentioned their initiatives related to the collection of intermodal data. Several 
Member States also informed the CCST on national passenger mobility surveys. 

CCST took note of the results of discussions on “negative priorities” (agenda point 8) in the maritime and road 
transport statistics working groups, and it was decided to set up two task forces to examine the situation of these 
modes. The task force on maritime statistics aims at providing input to a likely new Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council whereas the road task force will work on a suggestion for committee procedure. 
Several MS volunteered to participate in these two task forces. 

CCST decided to replace NST/R goods classifications by NST-2000 from 2008 (reference year). Other main 
developments of the EU transport statistics (agenda point 9) focused on the new Regulation on inland 
waterways statistics that is advancing fast in the co-decision procedure: it was recently approved by the Council 
Working Group and by the Committee of Transport and Tourism of the European Parliament. Final adoption of 
the Regulation is expected in the first quarter of 2006 - and entry into force in 2007. CCST agreed with the road 
map to modernise maritime transport statistics, including the setting up of a specific task force. The importance 
of the Modal Split Indicators project was stressed, but some Member States expressed their scepticism as regards 
rudimentary estimation methods used for attributing road transport performance. The European Environment 
Agency (EEA) urged Eurostat to maintain the existing datasets in view of the Transport and Environment 
Reporting Mechanism, and two recent requests from DG ENV were also presented. Eurostat informed the 
participants of its plans to publish data on container transport received under different legal acts. Recent co-
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operation between the Commission services and transport industry is also likely to yield data on intermodal 
transport. Participants were also informed of a DG TREN’s study that aims at classifying infrastructure 
expenditure and costs. 

In the discussion on the annual work programme (agenda point 10), some Member States wished for more 
information on priorities of the work programme. As regards the work programme 2007, Eurostat was requested 
to arrange a preliminary consultation of Member States before the hearings of the Commission services. 

 
Annex 1: List of participants 
 
EEA Member States    
België/Belgium  Anne VAN DE VOORDE Ministère des Affaires Economiques -  Institut 

national de statistique 
 Rudy VANDEREYT Ministère des Affaires Economiques -  Institut 

national de statistique 
Czech Republic Alena HELLEROVA Czech Statistical Office 
 Olga KASTLOVA Ministry of Transport and Communications 
Danmark Erik GRIB Danmarks Statistik 
Deutschland Dieter BIERAU Statistisches Bundesamt 
 Jens HELLENSCHMIDT Bundesministerium für Verkehr, Bau- und 

Wohnungwesen 
Estonia Epp KARUS Statistical Office of Estonia 
España  Marta GARCIA Instituto Nacional de Estadística 
 José M. Sánchez SEGOVIA Instituto Nacional de Estadística 
France Michel DE SABOULIN Ministère de l'Equipement, des Transports et du 

Logement - SES 
Ireland Steve MACFEELY Central Statistical Office 
Italia Laura LEONI Istituto Nazionale di Statistica 
Cyprus Kypros PETRIDES Statistical Service of Cyprus 
Latvia Edite MIEZITE Central Statistical Bureau of Latvia 
Lithuania Zita SERAFINIENE Statistics Lithuania 
Luxembourg André MEYER Service Central de la Statistique et des Etudes 

Economiques - STATEC 
Magyarorszag István GETHER  Central Statistical Office 
Nederland Marly ODEKERKEN-SMEETS Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek 
 Ionka SINKELDAM Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek 
 Peter SMEETS Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek 
Norge Leiv SOLHEIM Statistics Norway 
 Asbjørn Willy WETHAL Statistics Norway 
Österreich Elmar Wilhelm M. FÜRST Statistik Österreich 
 Thomas SPIEGEL Bundesministerium für Verkehr 
Polska Elźbieta ALKE Central Statistical Office of Poland 
 Boguslaw BARCIKOWSKI Central Statistical Office of Poland 
Portugal Isabel FRANCISCO  Instituto Nacional de Estadística 
Slovenija Miso VIDMAR  Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia 
Slovenska Republika Jana LUTTMERDINGOVA Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic 
Suomi/Finland Sinikka PARKKO Statistics Finland 
Sverige Lennart THÖRN Swedish Institute for Transport and 

Communications Analysis 
United Kingdom Dorothy SALATHIEL Department for Transport 
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Candidate countries    
Bulgaria Nadya TSVETKOVA National Statistical Institute of Bulgaria 
Romania Mariana BERES National Institute for Statistics 
Turkey Tulin ALPMAN Statistical Institute of Statistics 
 
Other countries   
Switzerland Jean-Paul MARTIN Office Fédéral de la Statistique 
 
EU Agencies, international and professional organisations  
 Steven BENINGO U. S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics 

 Peder GABRIELSEN European Environment Agency 

 Olivier GEORGER International Union of Railways 

 Miroslav JOVANOVIC United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe 

 Oleg KAMBERSKI International Road Transport Union 

 
Commission    
Eurostat  Ovidio CROCICCHI (Chairman) ESTAT/G5 
 Giuliano AMERINI  
 Michael BOEKHOLT  
 Dawn BUXTON (Secretariat)  
 Luis DE LA FUENTE  
 Yves MAHIEU  
 Boryana MILUSHEVA  
 Simo PASI  
 Carla SCIULLO  
 Maria SMIHILY  
 Annamaria SZIRONY  
 Hans STRELOW  
 Filipe ALVES ESTAT/D2 
  Petra SNEIJERS ESTAT/G1 
Directorate General for 
Competition 

Fabrizia BENINI COMP/D2 

 Carsten BERMIG COMP/D2 
Directorate General for 
Energy and Transport 

Pirjo-Liisa KOSKIMÄKI TREN/B1 

 Andreas NÄGELE TREN/B1 
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