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What is Statistics Explained?
Statistics Explained is your guide to European 
statistics. 

Statistics Explained is an official Eurostat website presenting 
articles on statistical topics in an easily understandable way. 
Together, these articles make up an encyclopedia of European 
statistics for everyone, completed by a statistical glossary 
clarifying all terms used and by numerous hyperlinks to further 
information. It is a portal of statistics for non-specialists and 
more skilled users.

How is the information on Statistics 
Explained presented?
Statistics Explained is made up of highly interlinked 
webpages working in a similar way as Wikipedia. There are 
essentially two basic types of pages in Statistics Explained: 
Statistical articles and Background/glossary pages. 

Statistical articles provide information on a particular topic 
and include the complete range of statistical subjects covered 
by Eurostat — social and economic statistics as well as a large 
range of more specialised statistics. The most commonly 
accessed articles relate to unemployment, migration, wages, 
GDP, price levels, energy, ageing population etc.

Background/glossary pages provide information on 
definitions, statistical concepts and methodology.
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How can I find information  
in Statistics Explained?
- If you look for an article on energy prices for 
example…

1 	 Enter Energy price in the search in the right hand corner;

2 	 or look at the theme entry pages under Environment and 
energy; 
By clicking on the Energy tab, all articles on energy will 
appear and articles on Energy prices can be chosen:

…or if you look for a definition of GDP

3 	 For a definition, you need to look in the glossary. The 
easiest way is to click on the Glossary tab on the right 
hand side on the main page. 
A thematic glossary page will appear and you can chose 
National accounts where you will find the glossary for GDP:



Statistical articles A  
The typical statistical article starts with an indication of the 
freshness of the data used and the planned update date, a 
brief introduction and a table of contents. The main body of 
each article is composed of the following parts:

•	 Main statistical findings: the most important statistical 
results are presented through a text and a set of tables and 
graphs.

•	 Data sources and availability: a brief description on how 
the data were obtained and the legal basis behind the data.

•	 Context: relates to the policy context and the role of the 
statistics presented.

•	 See also: a set of hyperlinks providing rapid access to 
related articles within Statistics Explained.

•	 Further Eurostat information: hyperlinks to more detailed 
information on the Eurostat website.

•	 External links: a set of hyperlinks to other trustworthy 
bodies.

Background articles B  
These pages are designed to provide comprehensive 
methodological information on different statistical 
indicators (definitions of concepts, methods of calculations, 
classifications etc.). Background articles look deeper into the 
subject presented and have no predefined structure. 

Glossary pages C  
Glossary entries appear as hyperlinks within statistical articles, 
allowing the user to open a new page containing a simple 
explanation of the glossary terms. Some glossary terms are 
followed by a set of hyperlinks for more detailed or related 
information.

Online publications D  
Articles related to the same subject of interest are grouped 
into online publications. Examples are the online publications 
on Quality of life or Health in the European Union. The Eurostat 
yearbook, the Regional yearbook as well as EU in the world are 
other examples of online publications available in Statistics 
Explained. 
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What language options are 
available?
•	 All articles and glossary terms in Statistics Explained 

are available in English. 
•	 Around 90 of the most important and mostly 

viewed articles and around 600 glossary terms are 
available in French and German. 

•	 20 of these articles are available in 19 other EU 
official languages.

Visit Statistics Explained!
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained




