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Foreword

Our pocketbook Key figures on Europe provides you with a
selection of the most important and interesting statistics on
Europe. Drawing from the huge amount of data available at
Eurostat, we aim to give an insight into the European economy,
society and environment — for example, how the population of the
European Union is changing, how the economy is performing in
comparison with the USA or Japan, or how living conditions vary
between EU Member States. I hope that you will find information
of interest both for your work and your daily life.

You can find the content of this book, in a much richer form,
online in Statistics Explained as well as in the continuously
updated virtual publication Europe in figures - Eurostat yearbook.
As usual, the latest and most complete versions of the data can be
downloaded from the Eurostat website.

Eurostat is the statistical office of the European Union. Working
together with national statistical authorities in the European
Statistical System, we produce official statistics which meet the
highest possible standards of quality.

I wish you an enjoyable reading experience!

il

Walter Radermacher

Director-General, Eurostat
Chief Statistician of the European Union



http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Europe_in_figures_-_Eurostat_yearbook
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat

- Abstract

Abstract

Key figures on Europe presents a selection of statistical data on
Europe. Most data cover the European Union and its Member
States, while some indicators are provided for other countries,
such as members of EFTA, acceding and candidate countries to
the European Union, Japan or the United States. This pocketbook,
which presents a subset of the most popular information found in
the continuously updated online publication Europe in figures —
Eurostat yearbook (available through http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/
statistics-explained), may be viewed as an introduction to European
statistics and provides a starting point for those who wish to explore
the wide range of data that is freely available on Eurostat’s website at:
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat.
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The Eurostat pocketbook

Key figures on Europe presents a subset of the most popular
information found in the continuously updated online publication
Europe in figures — Eurostat yearbook (available through http://
ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained, by clicking on the
‘Eurostat yearbook’ link in the ‘Online publications’ box, on the
left-hand side of the page).

Key figures on Europe provides users of official statistics with
an overview of the wealth of information that is available
on Eurostats website and within its online databases.
This publication provides a balanced set of indicators, with a broad
cross-section of information.

Structure of the publication

Key figures on Europe is divided into an introduction and 13 main
chapters.

The introduction includes information concerning:
« the extraction of data and the data coverage in the publication;

« Eurostat — the statistical office of the European Union (EU) —
and the European Statistical System (ESS);

« the access to European statistics;

« the link between statistics and European Union policies and
high-priority initiatives.

eurostat m Key figures on Europe — 2014 edition
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- Introduction

The main chapters of this pocketbook cover the following areas:
population; living conditions and social protection; health;
education and training; labour market; economy and finance;
international trade; agriculture, forestry and fisheries; industry,
trade and services; research and communication; environment;
energy; and transport.

Each chapter contains data and/or background information
relating to a very wide range of European statistics. More
information can be found when consulting Eurostat’s website,
which contains subject-specific publications and online databases.

Data extraction and coverage

Data extraction

The statistical data presented in this pocketbook are the ones
analysed in the continuously updated online publication Europe
in figures — Eurostat yearbook at the time of writing of this
pocketbook. The accompanying text was drafted between
May 2014 and July 2014.

Spatial data coverage

This pocketbook wusually presents information for the
EU-28 (the 28 Member States of the EU), the euro area (based on
18 members), as well as the individual EU Member States. When
figures are not available for the EU-28, results for the EU-27 (the
27 Member States of the EU prior to the accession of Croatia in
July 2013) are shown. The euro area aggregate is based on data
for the 17 members (prior to the adoption of the euro as
currency by Latvia in January 2014) when data are not available
for the euro area with 18 members. The order of the Member
States used in the pocketbook generally follows their order of
protocol; in other words, the alphabetical order of the countries’
names in their respective original languages; in some of the
figures the data are ranked according to the values of a particular
indicator.
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The EU and euro area aggregates are normally only provided
when information for all of the countries is available, or if an
estimate has been made for missing information. Any incomplete
totals that are created are systematically footnoted. Time series
for these geographical aggregates are based on a consistent set
of countries for the whole of the time period (unless otherwise
indicated). In other words, the time series for EU-28 refer to
a sum or an average for all 28 countries for the whole of the
period presented, as if all 28 Member States had been part of
the EU in earlier periods. In a similar vein, the data for the
euro area are consistently presented for the 18 members (as
of January 2014), despite the later accessions to the euro area.

When available, information is also presented for EFTA
countries (including Iceland that is also a candidate
country) and the candidate countries, namely, the former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia ('), Montenegro, Serbia
and Turkey, as well as for Japan and the United States.
In the event that data for any of these non-member countries
are not available, then these have been excluded from tables and
figures; however, the full set of 28 Member States is maintained
in tables, with footnotes being added in figures for those EU
Member States for which information is missing.

Temporal data coverage

If data for a reference year (or reference period) are not available
for a particular country, then efforts have been made to fill tables
and figures with data for previous reference years (these exceptions
are footnoted). Generally, an effort has been made to go back at
least two reference years, for example showing data for 2011 or
2012 for those countries (or geographical aggregates) for which
2013 data are not yet available.

(") The name of the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is shown in tables and figures in this
publication as'MK'or as 'FYR of Macedonia’— this does not prejudge in any way the definitive
nomenclature for this country, which is to be agreed following the conclusion of negotiations
currently taking place on this subject at the United Nations.
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Eurostat and the European Statistical
System

Eurostat is the statistical office of the European Union (EU),
situated in Luxembourg. Its task is to provide the EU with statistics
at a European level that enable comparisons between countries
and regions. Eurostat’s mission is to be the leading provider of
high-quality statistics on Europe. In 2014, Eurostat had around
850 persons working for it. Its executed budget amounted to
EUR 54 million in 2013 (excluding costs of statutory staff and
administrative expenses).

European Statistical System (ESS)

The European Statistical System (ESS) is the partnership between
the European Unions statistical authority, which is the European
Commission (Eurostat), and the national statistical institutes
(NSIs) and other national authorities responsible in each Member
State for the development, production and dissemination of
European statistics; this partnership also includes the EFTA
countries.

The ESS functions as a network in which Eurostat’s role is to lead
the way in the harmonisation of statistics in close cooperation
with the national statistical authorities. The ESS also coordinates
its work with candidate countries and at European level with
other European Commission services, agencies and the European
Central Bank (ECB), as well as international organisations such as
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), the United Nations (UN), the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
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Legal framework of European statistics

Regulation (EC) No 223/2009 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 11 March 2009 on European statistics established
a new legal framework for the development, production and
dissemination of European statistics. The Regulation states that
European statistics shall be developed in conformity with the
statistical principles set out in Article 338 of the Treaty on the
functioning of the European Union and further elaborated in the
European Statistics Code of Practice, namely, that: ‘the production
of Union statistics shall conform to impartiality, reliability,
objectivity, scientific independence, cost-effectiveness and statistical
confidentiality; it shall not entail excessive burdens on economic
operators.

Objectives and means

To meet the challenges associated with the adoption of the
Regulation, Eurostat aims:

« to provide other European institutions and the governments of
the EU Member States with the information needed to design,
implement, monitor and evaluate European policies;

« to disseminate statistics to the European public and enterprises
and to all economic and social agents involved in decision-
making;

o to implement a set of standards, methods and organizational
structures which allow comparable, reliable and relevant statistics
to be produced throughout the Union, in line with the principles
of the European Statistics Code of Practice;

« to improve the functioning of the ESS, to support the EU Member
States, and to assist in the development of statistical systems at an
international level.
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Accessing European statistics

The simplest way to access Eurostat’s broad range of statistical
information is through its website (http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat).
Eurostat provides users with free access to its databases and all
of its publications in portable document format (PDF) via the
internet. The website is updated daily and gives access to the latest
and most comprehensive statistical information available on the
EU, its Member States, EFTA countries, as well as acceding and
candidate countries.

Eurostat online data codes — easy access to the
freshest data

Eurostat online data codes, such as tps00001 and nama_gdp_c (%),
allow easy access to the most recent data on Eurostats website.
In this pocketbook these online data codes are given as part of
the source below each table and figure. In the PDF version of this
publication, the reader is led directly to the freshest data when
clicking on the hyper-links that form part of each online data code.
Readers of the paper edition can access the freshest data by typing
a standardised hyper-link into a web browser — http://ec.europa.
eu/eurostat/product?code=<data_code>&mode=view — where
<data_code> is to be replaced by the online data code printed
under the table or figure in question. Online data codes lead to
either a two- or three-dimensional table in the TGM (tables,
graphs, maps) interface or to an open dataset which generally
contains more dimensions and longer time series using the Data
Explorer interface.

Online data codes can also be fed into the ‘Search’ function on
Eurostat’s website. The results from such a search present related
dataset(s) and possibly publication(s) and metadata. By clicking
on these hyper-links users are taken to product page(s) (*), which
provide information about each dataset/publication or set of
metadata.

Note that the data on the Eurostats website is frequently updated
and that the description above presents the situation as of
July 2014.

(%) There are two types of online data codes: tables have 8-character codes the first of which is

the letter 't' - for example tps00001 and tsdph220, while databases have codes that use an
underscore _'within the syntax of the code, for example nama_gdp_c or demo_pjan

() The product page can also be accessed by using a hyper-link, for example, http://ec.europa.

eu/eurostat/product?code=<data_code>, where <data_code> is to be replaced by the online
data code in question.

figures on Europe — 2014
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Statistics Explained

Statistics Explained is part of Eurostat’s website. It provides
easy access to statistical information concerning the EU. It
can also be accessed via an icon at the right-hand end of
the top menu bar on most Eurostat webpages, or directly at
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained.

Statistics Explained is an online publishing system about EU
statistics which uses MediaWiki technology and resembles
Wikipedia. It is a wiki-based system that presents statistical articles
which together form an encyclopaedia of European statistics,
completed by a glossary of the statistical concepts and terms used.

In addition, numerous links are provided to the latest data and
metadata and to further information, making Statistics Explained
a portal for regular and occasional users alike.

At the time of writing (July 2014), Statistics Explained pages in
English covered more than 650 statistical articles presenting data,
around 130 background articles on methodological practices
or developments, and some 1 800 glossary pages defining or
explaining terms; their number is continuously growing. The
contents of the Eurostat yearbook and the Regional yearbook,
almost 100 statistical articles, are also available in German and
French; furthermore, a selection of 20 key articles has been
inserted in 18 more EU languages.

It is possible to search for articles using navigational features in the
left-hand menu of Statistics Explained, while the top-right menu
bar offers tools, among others, to share, blog, cite, get a pdf file,
print, bookmark or forward content easily.
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Statistics for European policies and
high-priority initiatives

Effective political decision-making depends on the regular
supply of reliable information. Statistics are one of the principal
sources of such information, providing quantitative support to the
development, implementation, and monitoring of those policies.
Statistics are also a powerful tool for communicating with the
general public.

Information needs for policy purposes require constant
interaction between policymakers and statisticians: the former
formulate their needs for data, and the latter attempt to foresee
future needs or adapt the statistical production system so as to
fulfil those needs. In this way, policies can lead to improvements
in statistical production, both in terms of enhancing the quality of
existing indicators and of creating new ones.

Policymakers often require highly aggregated indicators which
provide a synthetic and clear picture of the different phenomena in
which they are interested. Statisticians therefore have to filter and
aggregate basic, detailed data in order to increase data readability
and extract information (or indicators).

Over recent years, a number of policies have substantially
influenced Eurostat’s priorities and activities:

 Economic and monetary union (EMU) and the creation of the
euro area (1999);

« the Lisbon strategy (2000, revised in 2005 and expired in 2010),
including, for example, the open method of coordination on
social inclusion and social protection;

« the EU’s sustainable development strategy, EU SDS (2001,
renewed in 2006);

« the Europe 2020 strategy (2010), the successor to the Lisbon
strategy;

« enhanced economic governance (2010).

Europeans place a high value on their quality of life, including
aspects such as a clean environment, social protection, prosperity
and equity. In recent years the European Council has focused on a
number of key areas intended to shape the future social, economic
and environmental development of the EU. While Europe 2020 is
the EU’s strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth for

2014 editionm
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the decade, the sustainable development strategy is concerned with
improving the quality of life and well-being, both for current and
future generations, through seeking a balance between economic
development, social cohesion and protection of the environment.
Furthermore, the economic and financial crisis, starting in 2008,
highlighted the need for broader coordination of policy measures
and this put a greater focus on relevant statistical information.

Economic and monetary union and the setting-up of the
European Central Bank (ECB) in 1999 required a broad range
of infra-annual short-term statistics to measure economic and
monetary developments within the euro area and to assist in
the implementation of a common monetary policy. Effective
monetary policy depends on timely, reliable and comprehensive
economic statistics giving an overview of the economic situation.
These infra-annual short-term statistics are also needed for the
assessment of the business cycle.

Gross domestic product (GDP) is the best known measure of
macroeconomic activity. Developed in the 1930s, GDP has
become a standard benchmark used by policymakers throughout
the world and is widely used in public debates. However, the
need to improve data and indicators to complement GDP has
been increasingly recognised and is the focus of a number of
international initiatives, which also reflect renewed societal and
political priorities, like environmental sustainability and social
inclusion.

Eurostat in unison with other European Commission services has
responded to politicians’ needs in these areas by helping to develop
sets of indicators on ‘EU policies and initiatives. More information
in relation to each of these sets may be found within a set of
dedicated sections that are available through Eurostat’s website:

« Europe 2020 indicators;

» Macroeconomic imbalance procedure;

« Sustainable development indicators;

« Employment and social policy indicators;

« Euro-indicators and Principal European Economic Indicators
(PEEIs);

« GDP and beyond.

More detailed information about Statistics for European policies
and high-priority initiatives is available from Statistics Explained.
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As the population of the European Union (EU) grows beyond
500 million inhabitants, its structure continues to change. Recent
demographic developments show that the EU’s population is
increasing, while its age structure is becoming older as post-war
baby-boom generations reach retirement age. Furthermore, people
are living longer, as life expectancy continues to increase. On the
other hand, while fertility is increasing slowly, it remains well
below a level that would keep the size of the population constant
in the absence of inward or outward migration. As a result, the
EU will, in the coming decades, face a number of challenges
associated with an ageing society which will impact on a range
of areas, including labour markets, pensions and provisions for
healthcare, housing and social services.

Population change and the structure of the population are gaining
importance in the political, economic, social and cultural context
of demographic behaviour. Demographic trends in population
growth, fertility, mortality and migration are closely followed
by policymakers. EU policies, notably in social and economic
fields, use demographic data for planning and for programme
monitoring and evaluation.
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1.1 Population structure and ageing

The impact of demographic ageing within the EU is likely to be of
major significance in the coming decades. Consistently low birth
rates and higher life expectancy will transform the shape of the
EU-28’s age pyramid; probably the most important change will be
the marked transition towards a much older population structure
and this development is already becoming apparent in several
EU Member States.

Young people (0 to 14 years old) made up 15.6 % of the EU-28’s
population on 1st January 2013, while persons considered to
be of working age (15 to 64 years old) accounted for 66.5% of
the population, and older persons (65 or more years old) had a
17.9% share (an increase of 0.4% compared with the previous
year).

Age dependency ratios may be used to study the level of support
given to young and/or older persons by the working age population;
these ratios are expressed in terms of the relative size of young
and/or older populations relative to the working age population.

Figure 1.1: Population pyramids, EU-28, 2001 and 2013 ()
(% of the total population)
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Table 1.1: Population age structure indicators, 1 January 2013

Young-age Old-age Share of
Medianage  dependency dependency population
ratio ratio aged 80 or over
(years) (%)
EU-28 419 236 27.5 5.1
BE 41.1 26.0 268 53
BG 429 20.2 285 43
(o4 404 217 246 39
DK 41.0 27.0 276 42
DE 453 19.8 313 54
EE 41.0 236 27.2 47
IE 355 332 18.6 29
EL 424 22.5 309 5.7
ES 413 226 263 55
FR 405 29.1 27.5 5.6
HR 424 223 27.1 43
IT 444 216 32.7 6.3
cyY 36.2 233 18.8 29
Lv 421 216 28.1 47
LT 421 219 272 48
L 39.1 246 20.2 39
HU 41.1 211 25.1 4.1
MT 405 213 25.1 3.7
NL 416 26.0 255 4.2
AT 426 214 26.8 50
PL 387 213 20.1 37
PT 426 22.5 294 53
RO 40.5 230 239 38
N 422 212 250 45
SK 382 215 184 30
FI 423 253 289 50
SE 409 264 299 52
UK 39.8 27.0 264 47
IS 355 311 19.5 36
LI 421 222 214 3.2
NO 389 278 237 44
CH 420 221 25.7 49
ME 37.1 275 19.4 26
MK 36.7 240 16.9 20
RS 42.7 211 259 38
TR 30.1 36.9 1.1 1.5

Source: Eurostat (online data code: demo_pjanind)
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1.2 Population and population change

On 1 January 2013 the population of the EU-28 was estimated
at 505.7 million; this was 1.1 million people more than the year
before and therefore continued a pattern of uninterrupted
EU-28 population growth that has been apparent since 1960. The
number of inhabitants in the EU-28 grew from 406.7 million in
1960, an increase of 98.9 million persons by the end of 2012.

In 2012, natural increase (the positive difference between live
births and deaths) added 0.22 million to the population growth
in the EU-28. Some 80% of the EU’s population growth came
from net migration plus statistical adjustment, which continued
to be the main determinant of population growth, contributing
0.9 million in 2012.

The number of inhabitants in individual EU Member States on
1 January 2013 ranged from 80.5 million in Germany to
0.4 million in Malta. Germany together with France, the United
Kingdom and Italy comprised more than half (53%) of the
total EU-28 population on 1 January 2013. Luxembourg, Malta,
Sweden, the United Kingdom and Belgium recorded the highest
population growth rates in 2012 (more than 6 persons per
thousand inhabitants), which was almost three times the EU-28
average of 2.2 persons per thousand inhabitants.

Figure 1.2: Population change by component, EU-28,
1960-2012 ()
(@annual crude rates per 1 000 inhabitants)

12
10
AN
6

4 \1\/\/\
2 \—'M

0 T r T T e AT T T T T T T T T T

-2

1960 1964 1968 1972 1976 1980 1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012
— Total change

Net migration and statistical adjustment ()
Natural change (?)

(") Excluding French overseas departments up to and including 1997. Breaks in series: 2001, 2007
and 2011-12.
(%) 1960: not available.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: demo_gind)
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Table 1.2: Demographic balance, 2012

(1 000)
Population, Net migration Population,
1January Livebirths Deaths andstatistical 1January
2012 adjustment (') 2013
EU-28 504 582.5 5231.2 5010.0 899.5 505 665.7
BE 110949 128.1 109.1 47.8 111616
BG 73272 69.1 109.3 =25 72846
cz 10 505.4 108.6 1082 10.3 10516.1
DK 5580.5 579 523 16.5 5602.6
DE 803279 673.5 869.6 3919 805237
EE 13252 141 155 -36 13202
IE 4582.7 722 288 -350 45911
EL 111230 100.4 116.7 —442 11062.5
ES 46818.2 4533 401.1 -1426 46727.9
FR 65287.9 821.8 570.0 39.1 6557838
HR 4276.0 41.8 517 -39 42621
IT 59394.2 534.2 6129 369.7 59 685.2
cy 862.0 10.2 5.7 -06 8659
Lv 20448 19.9 29.0 -119 20238
LT 3003.6 305 40.9 -213 29719
LU 5249 6.0 39 10.0 537.0
HU 99319 90.3 1294 16.0 9908.8
MT 4175 4.1 34 31 4214
NL 16 730.3 176.0 140.8 14.1 16779.6
AT 8408.1 790 794 44.2 84519
PL 385384 386.3 384.8 -6.6 385333
PT 105424 89.8 107.6 -373 10487.3
RO 20096.0 201.1 2555 159 20020.1
SI 20555 219 19.3 0.6 20588
SK 54043 55.5 524 34 54108
Fl 54013 59.5 517 17.6 5426.7
SE 94829 1132 919 518 95559
UK 634953 813.0 569.0 156.8 63896.1
IS 3196 4.5 20 -03 3219
LI 365 04 0.2 0.2 36.8
NO 49859 60.3 420 47.1 50513
CH 79547 822 64.2 66.4 8039.1
ME 621.2 7.5 59 0.0 622.8
MK 20598 236 20.1 -09 20623
RS 72166 67.3 102.4 0.0 71815
TR 747243 12799 3749 -19 756274

() Total change minus natural change.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: demo_gind)
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1.3 Marriage and divorce

The number of marriages that took place in the EU-28 in 2012 was
about 2 million, while around 1 million divorces were recorded.
The crude marriage rate, in other words the number of marriages
per thousand inhabitants, stood at 4.8 in 2008, while the crude
divorce rate was 2.0 in 2010.

The crude marriage rate in the EU-28 declined from
7.9 marriages per thousand inhabitants in 1970 to 4.8 marriages
per thousand inhabitants by 2008, a reduction of 3.1 marriages
per thousand inhabitants and an overall decline of 39% in the
absolute number of marriages. Over the same period, marriages
in the EU-28 became less stable, as reflected by the increase in the
crude divorce rate, which doubled from 1.0 divorce per thousand
inhabitants in 1970 to 2.0 divorces by 2010. When considering the
increase in the divorce rate it should be noted that national laws
did not allow divorce in several countries until recently; thus, the
increased number of divorces in the EU-28 may;, at least in part,
reflect the addition of divorces in those EU Member States where
divorce was not previously possible (for example, in Italy, Spain,
Ireland or Malta).

Figure 1.3: Crude marriage and divorce rates, EU-28,
1970-2010
(per 1000 inhabitants)

8

6

0
! 1970 ' 1980 ' 1990 ' 2000 ' 2010 !

— Crude marriage rate ()
Crude divorce rate

(") 2008 instead of 2010.

Source: Eurostat (online data codes: demo_nind and demo_ndivind)
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Table 1.3: Crude marriage and divorce rates, 1970-2012
(per 1000 inhabitants)

Marriages Divorces (')
1970 2010 2011 2012 1970 2010 2011 2012
EU-28(3) 79 48 ) g 0.9 20 g g
BE() 76 39 : 36 0.7 26 : 25
BG (%) 86 33 29 29 12 15 14 16
iz 9.2 45 43 43 22 29 27 05
DK 74 56 49 5.1 19 26 26 28
DE 74 47 46 48 13 23 23 22
EE 9.1 38 4.1 45 32 22 23 24
IE 70 46 43 : : 07 06 06
EL 77 5.1 50 45 04 12 : :
ES 73 36 34 35 : 22 22 22
FR () 78 39 36 37 08 21 20 :
HR (%) 85 50 47 48 : 12 13 13
IT 73 37 34 35 12 09 09 :
(976 86 73 73 6.7 02 23 23 24
Lv 10.2 44 52 55 46 24 40 36
LT 95 6.0 63 69 22 32 34 35
L) 64 35 33 34 06 21 : :
HU () 93 36 36 36 22 24 23 22
MT 79 6.3 6.2 6.7 : : 0.1 1.1
NL 95 45 43 42 08 20 20 2.1
AT 7.1 45 43 46 14 2.1 2.1 20
PL() 86 6.0 54 53 1.1 16 17 17
PT 94 38 34 33 0.1 26 25 24
RO 7.2 57 52 54 04 16 18 16
SI() 83 32 32 34 11 12 11 1.2
SK 79 47 47 48 08 22 2.1 20
FI 88 56 53 53 13 25 25 24
SE 54 53 50 53 16 25 25 25
UK (%) 85 : : 44 10 2.1 2.1 :
1S 7.8 49 46 : 12 18 16 :
Ll 59 50 45 50 : 24 25 24
NO 76 48 46 48 09 2.1 21 20
CH() 76 55 53 53 10 28 22 22
ME : 59 : 53 : 08 08 08
MK 9.0 6.9 72 6.8 03 08 09 09
RS () : 49 49 48 : 09 1.1 10
TR : 8.0 8.0 8.0 : 16 16 16

(') Divorce was not possible by law in Italy until 1970, in Spain until 1981, in Ireland until 1995 and
in Malta until 2011.

(%) Marriages, 2008 instead of 2010.

() 2011: break in series.

(%) 2010: break in series.

(

(

®) Excluding French overseas departments for 1970. 2012: break in series.

©) Up to and including 2002: data refer to total marriages contracted in the country, including
marriages between non-residents. From 2003 onwards: data refer to marriages in which at least
one spouse was resident in the country.

(') Marriages, 2012: break in series.

(%) 2012: break in series.

Source: Eurostat (online data codes: demo_nind and demo_ndivind)
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1.4 Fertility

In 2012, 5.2 million children were born in the EU-28, which
equated to a crude birth rate (the number of live births per
thousand inhabitants) of 10.4. From the 1960s up to the beginning
of the 21st century, the number of live births in the EU-28 declined
sharply from 7.6 million to a low of 5.0 million in 2002. This was
followed by a modest rebound in the number of live births, with
5.5 million children born in the EU-28 in 2008, in turn followed by
further annual reductions during the period 2009-12.

In recent decades Europeans have generally been having fewer
children, and this pattern partly explains the slowdown in the
EU-28s population growth. A total fertility rate of around
2.1 live births per woman is considered to be the replacement
level: in other words, the average number of live births per
woman required to keep the population size constant if there were
no inward or outward migration. The total fertility rate in the
EU-28 declined to a level well below this replacement level in
recent decades. Available information suggests that the total
fertility rate was 1.45 live births per woman in the EU-28 in 2002.
A slight recovery was subsequently observed in most EU Member
States, such that the EU-28 average had increased to 1.58 live
births per woman by 2012.

Total fertility rates across EU Member States tended to converge
during the last few decades. In 1980, the gap between the highest
rate (3.2 live births per woman in Ireland) and the lowest rate
(1.5 live births per woman in Luxembourg) was 1.7 live births per
woman. By 1990 the difference had decreased to 1.1 live births
per woman, and by 2012 it had narrowed still further to 0.7 live
births per woman. Ireland and France continued to report the
highest fertility rates, with just over 2.0 live births per woman.

Figure 1.4: Number of live births, EU-28, 1961-2012 ()
(million)

\/\J\
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1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011
(") Excluding French overseas departments before 1998. Breaks in series: 2001, 2007 and 2010-12.

Source: Eurostat (online data codes: demo_gind)
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Table 1.4: Total fertility rate, 1960-2012
(live births per woman)

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2005 2010 2011 2012

EU-28 (") g 2 : 151 161 158 158
BE(Q) 254 225 168 162 167 176 18 181 179
BG () 231 217 205 182 126 132 157 151 150
z 209 192 208 190 115 129 151 143 145
DK 257 195 155 167 177 180 187 175 173
DE : : : © 138 134 139 136 138
EE 198 217 202 205 136 152 172 161 156
IE 378 385 321 211 189 186 205 203 201
EL 223 240 223 140 127 132 151 139 134
ES : ©02200 136 123 133 137 134 132
FR (%) 273 247 195 178 189 194 203 201 201
HR : : : : : 1.50 1.55 148 1.51
IT 237 238 164 133 126 134 146 144 143
cy : : ©241 164 148 144 135 139
[\ : : : ©125 0 139 136 133 144
LT ©240 199 203 139 129 150 155 160
LU () 229 197 150 160 176 163 163 152 157

HU () 2.02 1.98 191 1.87 1.32 131 1.25 1.26 1.34

MT : : 199 204 170 1.38 1.36 145 143
NL 312 2.57 1.60 1.62 1.72 1.71 1.79 1.76 1.72
AT 269 229 1.65 1.46 1.36 141 144 143 1.44
PL(°) : : : 2.06 137 124 1.38 130 1.30
PT 316 301 225 1.56 1.55 141 1.39 1.35 1.28
RO : : 243 1.83 131 139 1.54 146 153
S| : : : 146 1.26 1.26 1.57 1.56 1.58
SK 304 241 232 209 1.30 1.27 143 145 1.34
FI 272 1.83 1.63 1.78 173 1.80 1.87 1.83 1.80
SE : 1.92 168 213 1.54 1.77 1.98 1.90 191
UK : : 1.90 1.83 1.64 1.76 192 1.91 192
IS © 281 248 230 208 205 220 202 204
LI : : : : 157 149 140 1.69 151
NO © 250 1.72 1.93 1.85 1.84 1.95 1.88 1.85
CHQ) 244 2.10 1.55 1.58 1.50 142 1.52 152 1.52
ME (%) : : : : © 160 169 165 171
MK : : : : 1.88 1.46 1.56 1.46 1.51
RS () : : : © 148 145 140 140 145
TR : : : : : © 204 2.03 2.09

") 2010-12: break in series.

%) 2011: break in series.

2010: break in series.

*) Excluding French overseas departments, up to and including 1990. Breaks in series: 2001, 2005
and 2010-12.

(%) 2012: break in series.

(°) 2000 and 2011: break in series.

(
)
0
(
Source: Eurostat (online data code: demo_frate)
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1.5 Mortality and life expectancy

In 2012, some 5.0 million persons died in the EU-28 — this was
broadly in line with the annual number of deaths recorded over
the previous four decades. The crude death rate (the number of
deaths per thousand inhabitants) was 9.9.

The most commonly used indicator for analysing mortality is
that of life expectancy at birth (the mean number of years that a
person can expect to live at birth if subjected throughout the rest
of his or her life to current mortality conditions). Life expectancy
at birth in the EU-28 averaged 80.3 years in 2012, reaching
83.1 years for women and 77.5 years for men. Improvements in
living standards and the establishment and improvement in health
systems across Europe have contributed to a continuous increase
in life expectancy at birth. Indeed, life expectancy at birth in the
EU has increased over the last 50 years by about ten years.

Significant differences in life expectancy at birth are nevertheless
observed between the EU Member States. Looking at the extremes
of the ranges (2012 data for the majority of countries), a woman
born in 2012 is expected to live between 77.9 years (Bulgaria) and
85.5 years (Spain), a range of 7.6 years. A man born in 2012 can
be expected to live between 68.4 years (Lithuania) and 79.9 years
(Sweden), a range of 11.5 years.

Figure 1.5: Life expectancy at birth, EU-28, 2002-12 ()

(years)
84
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() 2007, 2011 and 2012: breaks in series.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: demo_mlexpec)
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Table 1.5: Life expectancy at age 65, 1990-12

(years)
Men Women

1990 2000 2010 2011 2012 1990 2000 2010 2011 2012
EU-28 () : : 175 178 177 : ©210 213 210
A0
BE () 143 156 176 180 177 188 197 213 216 213
BG () 127 127 138 140 139 152 153 171 173 173
cz 7 137 155 156 157 153 172 190 192 192
DK 140 152 170 173 175 179 183 197 201 202
DE 140 158 178 182 182 177 196 209 212 212
EE 120 127 143 148 148 158 171 195 201 203
IE 133 146 177 179 180 170 180 208 209 211
EL 157 162 182 182 181 180 187 209 212 210
ES 155 167 186 188 187 193 208 229 230 228
FR() 202 168 189 193 191 157 214 234 238 234
HR : 147 1501 150 : : 182 186 187
IT 152 167 183 185 185 189 207 221 222 221
cY © 159 183 182 179 : 183 210 203 204
Lv : 131 134 136 : © 181 187 185
LT 133 136 138 140 141 170 178 188 192 192
LU @) 143 155 173 178 184 185 201 216 216 214
HU () 121 130 141 143 143 154 167 182 183 181
MT 151 185 1727 176 185 210 210 210
NL 144 154 177 181 180 191 193 210 212 210
AT 144 160 179 181 181 181 196 214 217 213
PL(%) 124 135 151 154 154 162 175 195 199 199
PT 140 154 172 178 176 171 191 210 216 213
RO 132 134 145 147 145 152 159 173 177 177
SI 133 142 168 169 171 171187 210 211 211
SK 123 129 141 145 146 160 167 180 184 185
FI 138 155 175 177 178 178 195 215 217 216
SE 154 167 183 185 185 192 202 212 213 211
UK : 158 182 185 185 190 208 211 209
IS 164 178 183 189 201 198 198 215 215 215
LI © 152 196 179 188 195 218 218 235
NO 146 161 180 182 183 187 199 212 214 210
CH(Q) 153 170 190 192 193 197 209 225 226 223
ME : 151 149 152 : 173175 173
MK 131 139 140 139 151 160 159 159
RS () 125 140 139 140 146 162 163 165
TR : 156 157 160 : 187 190 195

() Excluding French overseas departments before 1991.
(%) 2011: break in series.

() 2012: break in series.

(%) 2010: break in series.

(°) 2000 and 2011: break in series.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: demo_mlexpec)
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1.6 Migration and migrant population

Migration is influenced by a combination of economic, political
and social factors: either in a migrant’s country of origin (push
factors) or in the country of destination (pull factors). Historically,
the relative economic prosperity and political stability of the
EU are thought to have exerted a considerable pull effect on
immigrants.

Figure 1.6: Share of nationals and non-nationals among
immigrants, 2012
(%)

e ————
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I Nationals " Non-nationals [l Unknown

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_imm1ctz)
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During 2012, about 3.4 million people immigrated into one of
the EU Member States, while at least 2.7 million emigrants were
reported to have left an EU Member State. It should be noted that
these figures do not represent the migration flows to/from the
EU as a whole, since they also include flows between different EU
Member States.

Table 1.6: Immigration by main citizenship group, 2012 ()

(1 000)
Non-nationals
Total Nationals Citizens of other  Citizens of
immigrants Total EU-27 Member  non-member
States countries
EU-27 16939 : : : :
BE 1474 173 129.7 64.9 64.8
BG 14.1 5.0 9.1 4.1 5.0
cz 343 6.8 276 121 15.5
DK 544 18.6 358 19.8 16.0
DE 592.2 87.2 503.6 298.5 205.1
EE 2.6 1.5 11 0.1 1.0
IE 544 16.5 379 223 15.6
EL 1101 42.6 67.6 24.8 427
ES 304.1 31.6 2725 100.3 1722
FR 3274 115.8 2117 90.8 120.9
HR 9.0 4.2 4.8 13 34
IT 350.8 29.5 3213 104.1 2172
cY 17.5 13 16.2 10.2 6.0
Lv 133 9.6 3.7 0.5 3.1
LT 19.8 174 2.5 0.7 1.7
LU 20.5 1.0 19.4 15.6 38
HU 337 134 203 104 10.0
MT 71 1.8 54 25 29
NL 124.6 36.4 83.0 51.2 31.8
AT 91.6 83 83.2 519 314
PL 2175 1359 81.5 244 571
PT 14.6 9.3 53 13 39
RO 167.3 155.6 1.6 35 8.2
SI 15.0 2.7 12.3 2.2 10.1
SK 54 2.5 29 24 0.5
FI 313 79 22.8 10.3 126
SE 103.1 20.5 82.3 253 56.9
UK 498.0 80.2 417.8 157.6 260.3
IS 5.0 23 27 1.8 0.8
LI 0.7 0.2 0.5 0.2 0.3
NO 69.9 6.7 63.2 36.8 264
CH 149.1 24.0 125.0 90.1 349

(') The values for the different categories of citizenship may not sum to the total due to rounding
and the exclusion of the category ' unknown citizenship’ from the table.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_imm/ctz)
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1.7 Asylum

Asylum is a form of international protection given by a state on its
territory. It is granted to a person who is unable to seek protection
in his/her country of citizenship and/or residence, in particular for
fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social group, or political opinion.

Having peaked in 2001 (424200 applications), the number of
asylum applications within the EU-27 fell in successive years to
just below 200 000 applications by 2006. From this relative low
point there was a gradual increase in the number of applications
and by 2012 the number of asylum seekers in the EU-27 reached
just over 320 000.

The vast majority of asylum seekers are aged less than
35 (78.8% in the EU-28 in 2013); those aged 18-34 account for
slightly more than half (51.3 %) of the total number of applicants,
while minors aged less than 18 account for more than one in four
(27.5%) applicants.

Figure 1.7: Asylum applications (non-EU-27) in the EU-27

Member States, 2002-12
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() 2007, 2011 and 2012: breaks in series.
Source: Eurostat (online data codes: migr_asyctz and migr_asyappctza)
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Table 1.7: Countries of origin of (hon-EU-28) asylum seekers in
the EU-28 Member States, 2012-13

Total (number) Ranking
2012 2013 2012 2013 Change
Non-EU-28 total 335290 433 375 = = =
Syria 24115 50240 1 3 -2
Russia 24290 41 475 2 2 0
Afghanistan 28020 26015 3 1 2
Serbia 19055 22375 4 5 -1
Pakistan 19785 20765 5 4 1
:ﬁ;‘;‘é‘;nM/Qg) 10210 20215 6 10 -4
Somalia 14 280 18425 7 6 1
Eritrea 6400 14 560 8 16 -8
Iran 13600 12755 9 7 2
Nigeria 7520 11 560 10 13 -3
Iraq 13190 11180 1l 8 3
FYR of Macedonia 9625 11060 12 11 1
Albania 7500 11 020 13 14 1
Stateless 3515 9595 14 24 -10
Bangladesh 6300 9125 15 17 -2
Georgia 10830 9110 16 9 7
Dem. Rep. of Congo 8305 8350 17 12 5
ﬁZ?QéZiC.dna 5835 7065 18 19 -1
Algeria 4815 6955 19 23 -4
Mali 2420 6620 20 31 - 11
SriLanka 7345 6565 21 15 6
Guinea 5635 6510 22 20 2
Turkey 6210 5635 23 18 5
Egypt 2670 5430 24 27 -3
Armenia 5520 5220 25 21 4
ﬁg‘:; ﬂg;g’)d'”g 5185 5185 26 2 4
Unknown 3315 4330 27 25 2
Morocco 2620 4185 28 29 -1
Gambia 1515 3530 29 4 -12
India 3240 3235 30 26 4
Other non-EU-28 52425 55085 - - -

Source: Eurostat (online data code: migr_asyappctza)
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Living conditions and
social protection

The Europe 2020 strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive
growth put forward by the European Commission provides a
growth strategy for the coming decade. A European platform
against poverty is one of the seven flagship initiatives of this
strategy. Its goals are to:

« ensure economic, social and territorial cohesion;

o guarantee respect for the fundamental rights of people
experiencing poverty and social exclusion, and enable them to
live in dignity and take an active part in society;

« mobilise support to help people integrate into the communities
where they live, get training and help them to find a job and
have access to social benefits.

To measure progress in meeting the Europe 2020 goals, five
headline targets to be met by 2020 have been agreed and
translated into national targets in each European Union (EU)
Member State, reflecting different situations and circumstances.
One of these targets is for there to be at least 20 million fewer
people at risk of poverty or social exclusion for the EU as a whole
by 2020. The integrated economic and employment guidelines,
first combined in 2008, are assessed through the use of a Joint
Assessment Framework (JAF) within the context of the Europe
2020 strategy; the guideline 10 concerns promoting social
inclusion and combating poverty.

Eurostat data on living conditions and social protection aim
to show a comprehensive picture of the social situation in the
EU, covering indicators related to income, housing, material
deprivation, poverty, social exclusion and social protection.
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Living conditions and social protection

2.1 Social inclusion

As multi-dimensional concepts, poverty and social exclusion
cannot easily be measured through statistics. As a result, both
monetary and non-monetary indicators have been developed,
such as the atrisk-of-poverty rate, the at-risk-of-poverty
threshold, the severe material deprivation rate and the share of
people living in households with very low work intensity.

In 2012, there were 124.2 million people in the EU-28, equivalent
to 24.8 % of the entire population, who lived in households facing
poverty or social exclusion. Compared to 2011, the number
of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion increased by
2.7 million, equivalent to a 0.5 percentage point increase in the
share of the total population. In Bulgaria, close to half (49.3 %) of
the population was considered to be at risk of poverty or social
exclusion in 2012, while in Romania (41.7 %), Latvia (36.2 %) and
Greece (34.6 %) the proportion exceeded a third of the population.
More than a quarter of the population was considered to be at
risk of poverty or social exclusion in eight other Member States
in 2012, namely Lithuania (32.5%), Hungary (32.4 %), Croatia
(32.3%), Italy (29.9 %), Spain (28.2%), Cyprus (27.1 %), Poland
(26.7 %) and Portugal (25.3 %). Those EU Member States with the
lowest proportions of the population considered to be at risk of
poverty or social exclusion in 2012 were the Netherlands (15.0 %),
the Czech Republic (15.4 %) and Sweden (15.6 %).

Figure 2.1: Number of persons at risk of poverty or social

exclusion analysed by type of risks, EU-28, 2012 (")
(million)

At-risk-of-poverty Severe material

deprivation

Population:
— neither atrisk of poverty,
— nor severely materially deprived,
— nor living in a household with very low work intensity,
=377.2 million

Very low
work intensity

(') The sum of the data for the seven groups at risk of poverty or social exclusion differs slightly
from the total (published elsewhere) due to rounding.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_pees01)
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Table 2.1: Population at risk of poverty or social exclusion,
2007-12

Percentage of the total

tIation Number of persons
(%) (thousand)
2007 2011 2012 2007 2011 2012
EU-28 : 243 24.8 : 121543 124232
EU-27 244 243 24.7 119360 120171 122 860
EA-18 21.8 229 233 70 641 75372 76742
BE 216 210 216 2261 2271 2356
BG 60.7 49.1 493 4663 3693 3621
(@4 158 153 154 1613 1598 1580
DK 16.8 189 19.0 905 1039 1057
DE 20.6 19.9 19.6 16 760 16 074 15909
EE 220 23.1 234 293 307 3N
IE 231 294 : 1005 1319 :
EL 283 310 346 3064 3403 3795
ES 233 277 282 10373 12791 13090
FR 19.0 19.3 19.1 11382 11840 11760
HR : 323 323 : 1372 1370
IT 26.0 282 299 15412 17112 18194
cy 252 246 27.1 195 207 234
Lv 35.1 40.1 36.2 765 821 731
LT 28.7 33.1 325 967 1011 975
Lu 159 16.8 184 73 84 95
HU 294 31.0 324 2916 3051 3188
MT 19.7 221 231 79 90 94
NL 15.7 15.7 15.0 2558 2598 2492
AT() 16.7 169 18.5 1376 1407 1542
PL 344 27.2 26.7 12958 10196 10128
PT 250 244 253 2653 2601 2665
RO 459 403 417 9904 8630 8907
SI 17.1 193 19.6 335 386 392
SK 213 20.6 20.5 1150 1112 1109
FI 174 179 17.2 907 949 916
SE 13.9 16.1 15.6 1264 1538 1519
UK () 226 22.7 24.1 13527 14 044 15078
IS 13.0 13.7 12.7 38 41 38
NO 16.5 14.5 138 764 705 689
CH 179 17.2 17.5 1306 1308 1331

(") 2012: break in series.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_peps01)
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2.2 Income distribution

In 2012, 17 % of the EU-28 population was assessed to be at-
risk-of-poverty after social transfers. In five countries, namely
Greece (23.1 %), Romania (22.6 %), Bulgaria (21.2 %), and Croatia
(20.5%), more than one fifth of the population was viewed as
being at-risk-of-poverty. The lowest proportions of persons at-
risk-of-poverty were observed in the Netherlands (10.1 %) and
the Czech Republic (9.6 %).

The at-risk-of-poverty threshold is set at 60% of the national
median equivalised disposable income. It is often expressed in
purchasing power standards (PPS) in order to take account of the
differences in the cost of living across countries. This threshold
varied considerably in 2012 among the EU Member States from
PPS 2 161 in Romania, PPS 3 476 in Bulgaria and PPS 3 603 in
Latvia to a level between PPS 11 196 and PPS 12 300 in Denmark,
France, Germany, the Netherlands, Cyprus, Sweden and Austria,
before peaking in Luxembourg at PPS 15 996.

At-risk-of-poverty rates are not uniformly distributed between
households with different compositions of adults and dependent
children. For the EU-28 as a whole, single person households
with dependent children were the group most at-risk-of-poverty
(34.2%), followed by households with two adults and three or
more dependent children (25.7 %) and single person households
(25.4%). On the other hand, persons living in households with
two or more adults without dependent children were the least
at-risk (11.1%), followed by those living in households with
two adults with at least one aged 65 or over (11.3 %) as well as
households with two adults and one dependent child (13.1 %). In
summary, the greater the number of dependent children living
in a household, the greater the risk of poverty. This was more or
less the picture in most EU Member States, although there were
some exceptions. In Bulgaria, Spain, Hungary, Poland, Portugal,
Romania and Slovakia, the most at risk were those living in
households composed of two adults with three or more dependent
children. Moreover, in Bulgaria, Denmark, Slovenia, Finland and
Cyprus, the percentage of the population that was found to be
at-risk-of-poverty in single person households without dependent
children was higher than the percentage of those found in single
person households with dependent children.
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Figure 2.2: At-risk-of-poverty rate and threshold, 2012 ()
(million)
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Source: Eurostat (online data codes: ilc_li01 and ilc_li02)
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Table 2.2: At-risk-of-poverty rate by household type, 2012
(% of specified population)

Households without

dependent children i Dokl idependentehiken
Two Two or
adults more Single Two adults -z\i’:hat:l::es
Single atleast aflults person with  with one T
person  one without dep.endent deper}dent dependent
aged 65 dep.endent children child children
orover  children

EU-28 254 11.3 11.1 342 13.1 257
EA-18 254 11.3 11.1 36.4 135 23.9
BE 19.1 193 124 332 12.7 16.2
BG 453 21.0 13.9 425 14.6 61.0
cz 14.9 23 53 313 6.8 224
DK 286 94 8.0 18.7 43 9.1
DE 324 114 104 3838 106 128
EE 319 83 125 330 12.2 19.8
IE : : : : : :
EL 222 154 18.0 66.0 253 36.8
ES 19.9 15.6 155 369 20.2 436
FR 19.3 6.7 76 352 9.8 232
HR 395 228 174 404 15.1 29.1
IT 24.8 124 1.9 40.7 16.3 376
cy 321 28.7 159 173 136 14.5
Lv 276 12.7 139 415 16.8 359
LT 316 76 124 39.2 12.3 29.2
LU 14.9 39 6.1 46.9 12.7 24.5
HU 158 4.5 7.0 295 126 324
MT 200 21.7 93 476 126 355
NL 18.2 46 47 282 40 16.7
AT 242 106 9.8 292 10.6 24.1
PL 244 9.5 114 26.7 11.8 36.5
PT 242 16.5 135 305 16.2 41.2
RO 249 8.7 116 39.8 187 59.8
SI 36.7 10.2 8.7 258 10.6 159
SK 193 46 6.4 275 124 35.1
FI 333 6.1 6.8 220 5.7 143
SE 322 5.7 6.4 333 8.2 17.1
UK 24.1 14.0 119 29.5 12.1 239
IS 139 29 4.9 245 49 6.5
NO 245 1.8 53 204 6.6 73
CH 25.2 255 123 283 10.9 268

Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_li03)
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2.3 Housing

Decent housing, at an affordable price in a safe environment, is a
fundamental need and right. Ensuring this need is met, which is
likely to alleviate poverty and social exclusion, is still a significant
challenge in a number of European countries.

In 2012, 41.6 % of the EU-28 population lived in flats, just over one
third (34.0 %) in detached houses and 23.7% in semi-detached
houses. Over one quarter (27.2 %) of the EU-28 population lived
in an owner-occupied home for which there was an outstanding
loan or mortgage, while more than two fifths (43.4%) of the
population lived in an owner-occupied home without a loan
or mortgage. An 18.5% share of the population lived as tenants
with a market price rent, and 10.9 % as tenants in reduced-rent or
free accommodation.

One of the key dimensions in assessing the quality of housing
conditions is the availability of sufficient space in the dwelling.
The overcrowding rate describes the proportion of people living
in an overcrowded dwelling, as defined by the number of rooms
available to the household, the household’s size, as well as its
members’ ages and their family situation. In 2012, 17.2% of the
EU-28 population lived in overcrowded dwellings.

Within the population at-risk-of-poverty (in other words, people
living in households where equivalised disposable income per
person was below 60 % of the national median), the overcrowding
rate in the EU-28 was 29.4 % in 2012, some 12.2 percentage points
above the rate for the whole population.

Figure 2.3: Distribution of population by dwelling type and
tenure status, EU-28, 2012 ()
(% of population)

0 10 20 30 40 50

Flat
Detached house

Semi-detached house

DWELLING TYPE

Other

Owner occupied, no outstanding
mortgage or housing loan

Owner occupied,
with mortgage or loan

Tenant - market price

TENURE STATUS

Tenant - reduced price or free

(') Estimates.

Source: Eurostat (online data codes: ilc_Ivho01 and ilc_Ivho02)
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Figure 2.4
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Source: Eurostat (online data code: ilc_lvho05a)
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2.4 Social protection

Social protection encompasses interventions from public or
private bodies intended to relieve households and individuals
of the burden of a defined set of risks or needs, provided that
there is neither a simultaneous reciprocal nor an individual
arrangement involved.

Social protection expenditure in the EU-28 was equivalent to
29.1% of gross domestic product (GDP) in 2011. Among the
EU Member States, the level of social protection expenditure
in relation to GDP was highest in Denmark (34.3 %), France
(33.6%), and the Netherlands (32.3 %), while Belgium, Greece
and Finland also reported ratios in excess of 30 %. By contrast,
social protection expenditure represented less than 20% of
GDP in Poland, Malta, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Romania,
Estonia and Latvia (where the lowest share was registered, at
15.1%).

Figure 2.5: Structure of social protection expenditure, EU-28,
2011 ()
(% of total expenditure)
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Source: Eurostat (online data code: spr_exp_sum)
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Expenditure on pensions across the EU-28 was equivalent to
13.0% of GDP in 2011, ranging from a high of 16.1% in Italy to
lows of just over 7.0 % in Ireland.

Figure 2.6: Expenditure on pensions, 2011
(% of GDP)
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