
 Regional  and Urban Stat ist ics – Reference Guide 2006 

iii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

I. REGIONAL DATA - AN OVERVIEW ____________________________ 1 

1. REGIONAL BREAKDOWN _______________________________________________ 2 
1.1. What is a region? ______________________________________________________________2 
1.2. Regions as an administrative concept __________________________________________3 
1.3. The NUTS classification ________________________________________________________4 
1.4. The underlying principles of NUTS _____________________________________________4 
1.5. Applying NUTS to a particular country __________________________________________6 
1.6. Review of NUTS changes in 2003_______________________________________________8 
1.7. NUTS changes in 2006_________________________________________________________9 
1.8. More information on NUTS___________________________________________________ 10 

2. THE STATISTICAL COLLECTIONS_________________________________________ 10 
2.1. Dataflow into Eurostat's statistical databases _________________________________ 10 
2.2. The collections of regional statistics in REGIO_________________________________ 10 
2.3. Candidate country data ______________________________________________________ 11 

3. LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNITS _________________________________________ 12 
3.1. SIRE - European infra-regional information system____________________________ 12 
3.2. Population and housing censuses ____________________________________________ 12 

4. URBAN STATISTICS _________________________________________________ 13 
4.1. Data availability so far _______________________________________________________ 13 
4.2. Data collection 2006 ________________________________________________________ 14 

5. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ________________________________________ 15 
5.1. Which version of NUTS_______________________________________________________ 15 
5.2. Which level of NUTS _________________________________________________________ 15 
5.3. How has the introduction of the Euro affected tables  in national currency?_____ 15 
5.4. When are data updated? _____________________________________________________ 16 
5.5. Are the data checked for coherence? _________________________________________ 16 
5.6. Do you have to look for regional data in other domains of the databases?______ 16 
5.7. Do the tables include data for all EU-25 regions? _____________________________ 16 

6. METHODOLOGICAL EXAMPLES __________________________________________ 17 
6.1 The Estimation of Regional GDP ______________________________________________ 17 
6.2. Regional Unemployment Rates _______________________________________________ 18 

7. OUTLINE OF THE COLLECTION DESCRIPTIONS _______________________________ 19 

8. ORGANISATIONAL SET UP AND CONTACT PERSONS ____________________________ 20 

9. REGIONAL STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS ____________________________________ 22 
9.1. Portrait of the Regions_______________________________________________________ 22 
9.2. The regional yearbook _______________________________________________________ 23 
9.3. Statistics in Focus ___________________________________________________________ 23 



 Regional  and Urban Stat ist ics – Reference Guide 2006 

iv 

9.4. Classifications_______________________________________________________________ 23 
9.5. Urban Audit Handbook ______________________________________________________ 24 

10. SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS _________________________________________ 24 

II. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DATABASE (REGIO)____________ 26 

1. AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS____________________________________________ 26 
1.1. General presentation ________________________________________________________ 26 
1.2. Eurostat publications and databases__________________________________________ 28 
1.3. Data sources ________________________________________________________________ 28 
1.4. Legal base __________________________________________________________________ 28 
1.5. Contact person______________________________________________________________ 29 
1.6. List of tables ________________________________________________________________ 29 
1.7. Detailed description _________________________________________________________ 30 

2. DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS ____________________________________________ 40 
2.1. General presentation ________________________________________________________ 40 
2.2. Eurostat publications ________________________________________________________ 44 
2.3. Data sources ________________________________________________________________ 44 
2.4. Legal base __________________________________________________________________ 44 
2.5. Contact person______________________________________________________________ 44 
2.6. List of tables ________________________________________________________________ 44 
2.7. Detailed description _________________________________________________________ 47 

3. ECONOMIC ACCOUNTS _______________________________________________ 68 
3.1. General presentation ________________________________________________________ 68 
3.2.  Eurostat publications ________________________________________________________ 69 
3.3. Data sources ________________________________________________________________ 70 
3.4. Legal base __________________________________________________________________ 70 
3.5. Contact person______________________________________________________________ 70 
3.6. List of tables ________________________________________________________________ 70 
3.7. Detailed description _________________________________________________________ 72 

4. EDUCATION_______________________________________________________ 77 
4.1. General presentation ________________________________________________________ 77 
4.2. Eurostat publications ________________________________________________________ 78 
4.3. Data sources ________________________________________________________________ 78 
4.4. Legal base __________________________________________________________________ 78 
4.5. Contact person______________________________________________________________ 78 
4.6. List of tables ________________________________________________________________ 79 
4.7. Detailed description _________________________________________________________ 80 

5. LABOUR MARKET STATISTICS___________________________________________ 84 
5.1. General presentation ________________________________________________________ 84 
5.2. Eurostat publications ________________________________________________________ 87 
5.3. Data sources ________________________________________________________________ 88 
5.4. Legal base __________________________________________________________________ 89 
5.5. Contact person______________________________________________________________ 89 
5.6. List of tables ________________________________________________________________ 89 
5.7. Detailed description _________________________________________________________ 94 



 Regional  and Urban Stat ist ics – Reference Guide 2006 

v 

6. MIGRATION STATISTICS _____________________________________________ 110 
6.1. General presentation _______________________________________________________ 110 
6.2. Eurostat publications _______________________________________________________ 111 
6.3. Data sources _______________________________________________________________ 111 
6.4. Legal base _________________________________________________________________ 111 
6.5. Contact person_____________________________________________________________ 111 
6.6. List of tables _______________________________________________________________ 111 
6.7. Detailed description ________________________________________________________ 113 

7. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (R&D, PATENTS) ______________________________ 117 
7.1. General presentation _______________________________________________________ 117 
7.2. Eurostat publications _______________________________________________________ 118 
7.3. Data sources _______________________________________________________________ 118 
7.4. Legal base _________________________________________________________________ 118 
7.5. Contact person_____________________________________________________________ 118 
7.6. List of tables _______________________________________________________________ 119 
7.7. Detailed description ________________________________________________________ 120 

8. STRUCTURAL BUSINESS STATISTICS _____________________________________ 132 
8.1. General presentation _______________________________________________________ 132 
8.2. Eurostat publications _______________________________________________________ 133 
8.3. Data sources _______________________________________________________________ 133 
8.4. Legal base _________________________________________________________________ 133 
8.5. Contact person_____________________________________________________________ 133 
8.6. List of tables _______________________________________________________________ 133 
8.7. Detailed description ________________________________________________________ 134 

9. HEALTH STATISTICS ________________________________________________ 138 
9.1. General presentation _______________________________________________________ 138 
9.2. Eurostat publications _______________________________________________________ 146 
9.3. Data sources _______________________________________________________________ 146 
9.4. Legal base _________________________________________________________________ 146 
9.5. Contact person_____________________________________________________________ 147 
9.6. List of tables _______________________________________________________________ 147 
9.7. Detailed description ________________________________________________________ 148 

10. TOURISM STATISTICS _______________________________________________ 161 
10.1. General presentation _______________________________________________________ 161 
10.2. Eurostat publications _______________________________________________________ 164 
10.3. Data sources _______________________________________________________________ 164 
10.4. Legal base _________________________________________________________________ 164 
10.5. Contact person_____________________________________________________________ 164 
10.6. List of tables _______________________________________________________________ 165 
10.7. Detailed description ________________________________________________________ 166 

11. TRANSPORT AND ENERGY STATISTICS____________________________________ 168 
11.1. General presentation _______________________________________________________ 168 
11.2. Eurostat publications _______________________________________________________ 169 
11.3. Data sources _______________________________________________________________ 169 
11.4. Legal base _________________________________________________________________ 170 
11.5. Contact person_____________________________________________________________ 171 



 Regional  and Urban Stat ist ics – Reference Guide 2006 

vi 

11.6. List of tables _______________________________________________________________ 172 
11.7. Detailed description ________________________________________________________ 173 

12. ENVIRONMENT STATISTICS ___________________________________________ 185 
12.1. General presentation _______________________________________________________ 185 
12.2. Eurostat publications _______________________________________________________ 190 
12.3. Data sources _______________________________________________________________ 190 
12.4. Legal base _________________________________________________________________ 191 
12.5. Contact person_____________________________________________________________ 191 
12.6. List of tables _______________________________________________________________ 191 
12.7. Detailed description ________________________________________________________ 192 

III. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE URBAN AUDIT DATABASE ______ 197 

1. General presentation _______________________________________________________ 197 
2. Eurostat publications _______________________________________________________ 204 
3. Data sources _______________________________________________________________ 204 
4. Legal base _________________________________________________________________ 204 
5. Contact person_____________________________________________________________ 204 
6. List of tables _______________________________________________________________ 204 
7. Detailed description ________________________________________________________ 205 

ANNEX:  OVERVIEW OF ALL TABLES ___________________________ 233 

 

 




