
Foreword

Guide to statistics in European Commission development co-operation — 2021 Edition � 5

Contents

Foreword..................................................................................................................................................................................................3

Acknowledgements...............................................................................................................................................................................4

Contact details............................................................................................................................................................................................................4

Part A: Introduction: The guide to the Guide..................................................................................................................................10

A.0.1. Why a Guide to statistics in European Commission development cooperation and who should read it?................. 10

A.0.2. What is in the Guide................................................................................................................................................................................... 11

A.0.2.1. Statistics in Development................................................................................................................................................................................................11

A.0.2.2. Support for Statistics...........................................................................................................................................................................................................11

A.0.2.3. Statistics for Development Policies............................................................................................................................................................................12

A.0.3. How to read the Guide.............................................................................................................................................................................. 12

A.0.4. How the Guide is developed................................................................................................................................................................... 13

B.1. Statistics for development co-operation.................................................................................................................................18

B.1.1. The Sustainable Development Goals................................................................................................................................................... 18

B.1.2. Aid efficiency and effective development.......................................................................................................................................... 19

B.1.2.1. Managing for development results ......................................................................................................................................................................19

B.1.2.2. Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation.....................................................................................................................21

B.1.2.3. Financing for development ........................................................................................................................................................................................21

B.1.2.4. Regional strategic development in Africa and the important role of STATAFRIC..........................................................................24

B.1.3. Support for sustainable development data ...................................................................................................................................... 27

B.1.3.1. High-level Group for Partnership, Coordination and Capacity-Building for the 2030 Agenda.............................................27

B.1.3.2. United Nations World Data Forum................................................................................................................................................................ 27

B.1.3.3. Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data......................................................................................................28

B.1.3.4. Management and organization of statistical systems....................................................................................................................... 30

B.1.4. EU development policies and budget support ............................................................................................................................... 31

B.1.4.1. The European Consensus on Development as a framework for development policy..............................................................31

B.1.4.2. EU budget support to third countries......................................................................................................................................................................33

B.2. How statistics are made...............................................................................................................................................................36

B.2.1. Official statistics and their fundamental principles........................................................................................................................ 36

B.2.1.1. Defining official statistics..................................................................................................................................................................................................36

B.2.1.2. The fundamental principles of official statistics..................................................................................................................................................37

B.2.1.3. Legal framework for statistics.........................................................................................................................................................................................42

B.2.2. The statistical process................................................................................................................................................................................ 43

B.2.2.1. Main types of statistical operations............................................................................................................................................................................43

B.2.2.2. New sources of data for statistics................................................................................................................................................................................47

B.2.2.3. Publication, dissemination, communication and visibility of statistics................................................................................................52

B.2.3. National Statistics Systems: who does what...................................................................................................................................... 59

B.2.3.1. Users of official statistics....................................................................................................................................................................................................59



Contents

�  Guide to statistics in European Commission development co-operation — 2021 Edition6

B.2.3.2. The organisation of a National Statistics Systems.............................................................................................................................................60

B.2.3.3. Statistical data producers.................................................................................................................................................................................................61

B.2.4. The role of international and regional organisations with statistical activities.................................................................... 62

B.2.4.1. International organisations..............................................................................................................................................................................................62

B.2.4.2. Regional organisations.......................................................................................................................................................................................................69

B.3. Statistics and indicators in the European Commission development aid process..........................................................72

B.3.1. The role and importance of statistics and indicators in the aid context................................................................................. 72

B.3.2. Typology of development indicators................................................................................................................................................... 73

B.3.3. Indicators and statistics in the European Commission development cycle........................................................................... 75

B.3.3.1 Statistics in programming.................................................................................................................................................................................................75

B.3.3.2 Global Europe: Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument.................................................76

B.3.3.3. Statistics and budget support.......................................................................................................................................................................................79

B.3.3.4. Statistics and identification.............................................................................................................................................................................................80

B.3.3.5. Statistics and formulation / implementation.......................................................................................................................................................80

B.3.3.6. Statistics and evaluation....................................................................................................................................................................................................81

B.3.4. Eurostat database........................................................................................................................................................................................ 82

B.4. Statistics across policy sectors...................................................................................................................................................86

B.4.1. Sustainable Development Goals indicators....................................................................................................................................... 86

B.4.1.1. The Sustainable Development Goals, their targets and indicators.........................................................................................................86

B.4.1.2. GDP and beyond – measuring progress, well-being and sustainable development.................................................................89

B.4.2. Indicators for poverty reduction strategies....................................................................................................................................... 90

B.4.3. European Commission policy intervention areas and related statistical activities............................................................. 91

C.5. How to decide on a statistical action........................................................................................................................................96

C.5.1. The importance of National Statistical Systems............................................................................................................................... 96

C.5.1.1. National statistical systems are generators of official statistics................................................................................................................96

C.5.1.2. Data available through the national statistical systems................................................................................................................................96

C.5.1.3. International sources as data sources and quality references...................................................................................................................98

C.5.2. Assessing the capacity of the National Statistical System............................................................................................................ 98

C.5.2.1. Objective of the assessment .........................................................................................................................................................................................98

C.5.2.2. The issues to be addressed.............................................................................................................................................................................................99

C.5.2.3. Assessment methodologies...........................................................................................................................................................................................99

C.5.3. The concept of quality in statistics......................................................................................................................................................103

C.5.3.1. The key quality concepts in statistics.....................................................................................................................................................................103

C.5.3.2 Examining data quality....................................................................................................................................................................................................105

C.5.3.3 Quality and the modernisation of official statistics........................................................................................................................................107

C.5.4. Looking at the National Statistical System as a whole................................................................................................................112

C.6. How to bring assistance to statistics...................................................................................................................................... 116

C.6.1. Statistical strategy ....................................................................................................................................................................................116

C.6.1.1. Why a statistical strategy?.............................................................................................................................................................................................116



Contents

Guide to statistics in European Commission development co-operation — 2021 Edition � 7

C.6.1.2. National Strategies for Development of Statistics ........................................................................................................................................116

C.6.2. Capacity development in statistics.....................................................................................................................................................120

C.6.2.1. What is capacity in statistics?......................................................................................................................................................................................120

C.6.2.2. Capacity development through training of human resources..............................................................................................................125

C.6.3. Co-ordinating with other programmes and other development partners..........................................................................131

C.6.3.1. Funding of statistical capacity building in the past decades..................................................................................................................131

C.6.3.2. New initiatives for funding of statistical capacity building .....................................................................................................................131

C.6.3.2. Co-ordination of partners and activities .............................................................................................................................................................133

C.7. The European Commission’s support to statistics............................................................................................................... 138

C.7.1. Objectives for statistics actions: statistics as policy support.....................................................................................................138

C.7.2. Matching outputs to objectives: the logical framework of a statistics action.....................................................................138

C.7.3. Providing European Commission support for statistics .............................................................................................................139

C.7.3.1. The European Commission’s implementation instruments and statistics ....................................................................................139

C.7.3.2. Eurostat’s role in supporting statistical capacity building in third countries................................................................................140

C.7.4. European Commission types of action in statistics......................................................................................................................140

C.7.4.1. Overview.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................140

C.7.4.2. Support to the whole statistical system at national level ........................................................................................................................141

C.7.4.3. Support for large scale operations..........................................................................................................................................................................142

C.7.4.4. Sector statistics support at national level...........................................................................................................................................................142

C.7.4.5. Strengthening regional statistics..............................................................................................................................................................................143

C.8. How to manage statistics actions........................................................................................................................................... 146

C.8.1. Identification / Pe-feasibility.................................................................................................................................................................146

C.8.2. Feasibility / Formulation.........................................................................................................................................................................148

C.8.3. Implementation.........................................................................................................................................................................................150

C.8.3.1. Start-up phase......................................................................................................................................................................................................................150

C.8.3.2. Implementation phase...................................................................................................................................................................................................150

C.8.3.3. Final phase..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................150

C.8.4.Evaluation ....................................................................................................................................................................................................151

Evaluation criteria for statistical projects..............................................................................................................................................................................151

C.8.5. Support in strategy and management; advocacy.........................................................................................................................153

C.8.6. Regional and sub-regional (multi-country) projects....................................................................................................................155

C.8.6.1. Multi-country projects....................................................................................................................................................................................................155

C.8.6.2. Regional organisations with a statistical mission or component........................................................................................................156

C.8.6.3. Range of regional statistic projects.........................................................................................................................................................................157

C.8.6.4. Institutional issues.............................................................................................................................................................................................................160

C.8.6.5. Project issues.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................160

C.8.7. Statistical training.....................................................................................................................................................................................162

C.8.8. Other support.............................................................................................................................................................................................164

C.8.9. Support for IT in statistical capacity development.......................................................................................................................165




