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Winter season tourism
trends 2003/2004

Key facts

In terms of guest flows, tourism in the majority of the European Union and
EFTA countries experienced an increase during the winter season
2003/2004" compared to the previous season:

e Total nights spent in hotels and similar establishments was higher in the
EU and EFTA countries in the winter 2003/2004 than in the preceding
season, except for United Kingdom (- 9.3%), Slovenia (- 1.0%), France
(-0.9%), Portugal (- 0.4%) and Liechtenstein (-0.3%).

e The highest increase in residents nights in the EU-25 countries was in
Spain (+7.1%), followed by Portugal (+ 4.8%), Austria (+ 4.5%) and
Germany (+ 2.6%). The highest increases recorded in non-residents
nights were for Czech Republic (+ 26.3%), Germany (+ 10.0%) and
Denmark (+ 7.7%)

e In general terms, the net rate of occupancy of bed-places in hotels and

similar establishments was higher in the winter season 2003/2004
compared to the previous winter season.
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Figure 1: Variations (%) in number of nights spent in hotels, available countries,
November 2003 - April 2004 compared to the same period in 2002 - 2003

" Winter season comprises November to April of the following year. For example, the winter
season 2003/2004 comprises November 2003 to April 2004.



Nights spent in hotels and similar establishments

November 2002 - April 2003 November 2003 - April 2004 2003-4 {2902'3 %
Variation
(000) Total R* % of Total R* % of
NR*+R* NR* R* Total NR*+R* NR* R* Total Total NR* R*
BE 5960 4347 1612 271 6158 4510 1649 26.8 3.3 3.7 2.3
Ccz 9534 5221 4313 452 10983 6596 4387 39.9 15.2 26.3 1.7
DK 3315 1380 1935 584 3455 1486 1969 57.0 4.2 7.7 1.8
DE 73151 13188 59963 82.0 76005 14502 61503 80.9 3.9 10.0 2.6
EE : : : : 1148 844 303 26.4 : : :
EL : : : : : : : : : : :
ES 74734 40953 33781 452 76861 40676 36185 471 2.8 -0.7 71
FR 74646 26307 48339 64.8 73979 25582 48397 65.4 -0.9 -2.8 0.1
IE : 5586 : : : : : : : : :
IT 71608 29598 42010 58.7 71704 29925 41779 58.3 0.1 1.1 -0.5
CYy 3782 3526 256 6.8 : : : : : : :
Lv : : : : 660 321 339 514
LT : : : : : : : : : : :
LU 491 452 39 8.0 505 465 40 7.9 2.8 2.9 24
HU . . . . . . . . . . .
MT : : : : : : : : : : :
NL 11302 5906 5396 47.7 11555 6044 5510 47.7 2.2 2.3 2.1
AT 36101 28041 8060 22.3 36942 28518 8424 22.8 2.3 1.7 4.5
PL : : : : 6675 1988 4686 70.2 : : :
PT 12189 8195 3994 32.8 12143 7959 4184 34.5 -04 29 4.8
Sl 1957 1152 805 411 1938 1149 789 40.7 -1.0 -0.3 -1.9
SK : : : : 2837 1384 1452 51.2 : : :
A 5697 1531 4166 73.1 5972 1571 4400 73.7 4.8 2.6 5.6
SE 8541 1594 6947 81.3 8761 1678 7083 80.9 2.6 5.3 2.0
UK 73803 20003 53800 72.9 66957 21067 45890 68.5 -9.3 53 -147
EFTA
IS : : : : : : : : : : :
LI 50 49 1 2.2 50 49 1 24 -0.3 -04 75
NO 6377 1391 4986 78.2 6607 1473 5134 7.7 3.6 5.9 3.0
CH 13955 7574 6381 457 : : : : : : :

(*) NR=non-residents / R=residents

Table 1: Nights spent in hotels and similar establishments - non-residents and residents, November 2003 - April 2004
compared with November 2002 - April 2003

When comparing the monthly figures of the winter
season 2003/2004 with the previous one, the number of
nights spent by residents and non-residents in hotels
and similar establishments increased in a majority of EU
and EFTA countries. Apart from Spain, France, Austria,
Portugal and Finland, in the EU, the number of nights
spent by non-residents experienced a more positive
trend than the number of nights spent by residents
when comparing to the previous period.
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During the winter season 2003/2004, residents’ nights
represented the largest share of total nights spent in
hotels and similar establishments in the EU. Germany
(80.9%), Sweden (80.9%), Finland (73.7%), Poland
(70.2%), the United Kingdom (68.5%) and France
(65.4%) recorded the highest rates. The share of
residents was particularly low in Luxembourg (7.9%)
followed by Austria (22.8%), Estonia (26.4%) and
Belgium (26.8%).
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Occupancy rates in hotels and similar establishments

Winter season 2002/2003 Winter season 2003/2004 %

2002 2003 2003 2004 2003/2002 %2004/2003

(000) | m11 [ m12 | m01 | m02 | m03 | m04 [ m11 [ m12 [ m01 | m02 | m03 | m04 [m11{m12{m01[m02 | m03 [ mo4
NET OCCUPANCY OF BED PLACES IN HOTELS AND SIMILAR ESTABLISHMENTS

BE 330 292 226 284 301 344| 332 310 201 278 290 355 05 6.1 -112 -23 -38 3.2
cz 329 302 268 335 307 334| 300 277 287 347 355 399 -88 -83 71 36 156 195
DK 381 251 235 276 303 320| 376 239 230 279 319 336 -13 48 -21 11 53 50
DE 273 248 229 259 277 300| 278 267 233 275 286 314 18 77 17 62 32 47
EE : 230 310 350 420| 39.0 350 28.0 350 380 440 : : 217 129 86 438
EL 30.0 320 : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
ES 453 40.0 395 449 488 526| 441 392 444 522 541 541 -26 -20 124 163 109 29
FR 435 39.0 393 447 478 522| 417 389 389 454 485 519| 41 -03 -09 15 15 -06
IE 410 31.0 : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
IT 220 224 282 349 346 378| 244 315 284 366 344 37.0(109 406 07 49 -06 -21
cYy 461 33.0 308 388 398 416] 427 290 265 352 411 | -74 121 140 93 33 :
LV : © 218 268 262 292| 273 242 217 245 247 285 : -05 -86 -57 -24
LT : : : : : : : 141 16.0 187 2041 : : : : : :
LU 242 186 199 206 228 234| 245 187 : : : 1 12 05 : :
HU : : : : : : : : 182 204 264 308 : : : :
MT : : : : : : : : 327 398 408 : : : : : : :
NL 399 324 297 341 378 46.8| 393 319 278 348 344 469 15 15 64 21 90 0.2
AT 226 305 512 612 481 305 245 358 : : : | 84 174 : : : :
PL : 219 246 245 279 264 231 232 262 273 287 : 57 67 115 29
PT 295 230 230 30.0 349 412| 281 229 233 303 341 416 47 04 13 10 -23 1.0
Si : : 386 429 396 433| 349 320 402 434 393 421 : 41 12 -08 -28
SK : . 369 441 338 320 314 279 284 362 300 282 : :-23.0 -179 112 119
A 333 287 292 36.0 372 335 326 290 291 358 367 321 -21 10 -03 -06 -13 42
SE 330 250 250 30.0 320 29.0] 320 250 250 290 320 290 -30 00 00 -33 00 00
UK 40.0 350 28.0 380 370 430| 400 360 310 380 390 450/ 00 29 107 00 54 47
EFTA
IS 223 140 : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
LI 195 216 293 348 308 216| 173 216 233 328 245 214|-113 0.0 -205 -57 -205 -09
NO 502 379 267 356 356 289| 311 252 281 369 374 303(-380-335 52 37 51 438
CH 285 334 370 440 404 322| 274 : : : : -3.9 : : : : :

Table 2: Net occupancy of bed places in hotels and similar establishments

According to the available data, there was no trend in
the EU and EFTA countries regarding the net
occupancy rate during the winter season 2003/2004

compared to the previous season. April (Easter) was
the month with the best occupancy rate for most of the
countries.

» ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES

CONCEPTS AND DEFINITIONS

Tourism

The activities of persons travelling to and staying in places outside their usual
environment for not more than twelve consecutive months, for leisure, business
or other purposes.

Total overnight stays (by residents and non-residents)

All nights spent by travellers or for which guests have been registered in a
collective or private accommodation establishment. The persons concerned
need not be physically present.

Net occupancy rate

The net occupancy rate of bed places in one month is obtained by dividing total

overnight stays by the product of the bed places on offer and the number of days
when the bed places are actually available for use, multiplying the quotient by
100 to express the result as a percentage.

Hotels and similar establishments

Hotels, apartment hotels, motels, roadside inns, beach hotels and other similar
establishments which provide hotel services including more than bed-making
and cleaning of the room and sanitary facilities. Similar establishments are other
similar types of accommodation which is let per room and has a limited number
of hotel-type services, including bedmaking and cleaning of rooms and sanitary
facilities, on a daily basis.
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Further information:
> Databases
EUROSTAT website/Industry, trade and services/Tourism

Journalists can contact the media support service:
Bech Building Office A4/017 « L-2920 Luxembourg * Tel. (352) 4301 33408 « Fax (352) 4301 35349 -

E-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.int

European Statistical Data Support:

Eurostat set up with the members of the ‘European statistical system’ a network of support centres, which will exist in
nearly all Member States as well as in some EFTA countries.

Their mission is to provide help and guidance to Internet users of European statistical data.

The complete details concerning this support network can be found on our Internet site: www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/

A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the:

Office for Official Publications of the European Communities.
2, rue Mercier — L-2985 Luxembourg

URL.: http://publications.eu.int

E-mail: info-info-opoce@cec.eu.int
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