
 

Statistics 
in focus 
AGRICULTURE AND 
FISHERIES 

THEME 5 – 32/2003 

FISHERIES 

Contents 
 
Generally a decrease in the size 
of the fleets................................ 1 

Majority of EU fishing vessels 
are small. ................................... 1 

Half of EU fishing vessels more 
than 22 years old....................... 3 

 

 

11% reduction in EU fishing 
fleet in 5 years. 

z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z z 

David Cross 

Generally a decrease in the size of the fleets. 
In 2002 there were 91 thousand fishing vessels in EU Member States.  This 
was an 11% reduction on the 102 thousand vessels in 1997. (See table 1).  In 
terms of the power of the fleet the 7.3 million kw was a reduction of 9% in the 
five year period.  The total tonnage, at 1.9 million tons in 2002, was a 
reduction of only 2% but the comparability of this measure over the period is 
in doubt (see the Methodological Notes). 

Greece had the largest number of fishing vessels (19 747) but Spain's fleet 
was the largest in terms of the total tonnage (513 thousand tonnes) and the 
total power (1.3 million kw).  Sweden recorded the largest decrease in the 
number of vessels (-20%) followed by Spain (-17%), Denmark (-15%) and 
Italy (-15%).  In terms of the total power of their fleets, Italy, Spain and Finland 
recorded the largest decreases (-15%, -14% and -14% respectively). 

Ireland was unique among the EU Member States in recording an increase in 
the size of its fleet over the 5 year period in terms of all three measures: the 
number (+12%), tonnage (+19%) and power (+8%). 

Country
1997 2002 % change 1997 2002 % change 1997 2002 % change

BE 148 130 -12 23 050 24 276 5 64 896 66 699 3
DK 4 583 3 874 -15 95 545 97 754 2 376 409 347 476 -8
DE 2 342 2 247 -4 68 631 69 490 1 161 486 163 912 2
EL 20 503 19 747 -4 96 870 94 391 -3 653 065 606 188 -7
ES 17 930 14 887 -17 566 358 512 510 -10 1 467 993 1 257 221 -14
FR 8 819 8 088 -8 205 155 225 997 10 1 144 135 1 111 330 -3
IE 1 293 1 448 12 60 313 71 979 19 195 730 210 624 8
IT 18 964 16 045 -15 238 083 214 015 -10 1 508 639 1 289 681 -15
NL 1 033 932 -10 173 751 200 059 15 480 101 470 031 -2
PT 11 376 10 427 -8 115 259 111 691 -3 393 102 401 186 2
FI 3 989 3 571 -10 22 168 17 859 -19 220 341 188 800 -14
SE 2 261 1 820 -20 47 691 44 680 -6 244 644 224 450 -8
UK 8 505 7 379 -13 249 107 243 180 -2 1 031 806 924 218 -10
EU-15 101 746 90 595 -11 1 961 981 1 927 881 -2 7 942 347 7 261 816 -9

Number Total tonnage (tons) Total power (kw)

 

Table 1: EU fishing fleet in 1997 and 2002 

Majority of EU fishing vessels are small. 
81% of EU fishing vessels are less than 12 metres in length and only 4% are 
greater than 24 metres in length. (See Table 2).  Only in Belgium and the 
Netherlands are the smaller vessels not in the majority.  In the remaining 
Member States vessels of less than 12 metres in length make up over two 
thirds the fleet and in Finland and Greece, the latter with the largest fleet, over 
90% of the total.  
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The same picture is seen if one looks at the structure of the EU fleet by power and tonnage classes (See Tables 3 
and 4).  62% of the vessels have a power of less than 50 kw and only in Belgium and the Netherlands are there an 
appreciable proportion of vessels of more than 500 kw (47% and 24% respectively).  88% of vessels have a 
tonnage of less than 25 tons and only 2% are of 250 tons and greater.  Not unexpectedly, Belgium and the 
Netherlands are again the exception with only 2% and 38% respectively being below 25 tons. 

 

Table 3: Number of EU fishing vessels by power classes in 2002 

Table 4: Number of EU fishing vessels by tonnage classes in 2002. 

Table 2: Number of EU fishing vessels by length classes in 2002. 

Length % %
Country not 0 - 12 - 24m   Total less than 24m

 known 11.9m 23.9m and over         12m and over
BE 0 0 54 76 130 0 58
DK 1 2 924 755 194 3 874 75 5
DE 1 1 817 342 87 2 247 81 4
EL 1 18 489 1 027 230 19 747 94 1
ES 888 10 271 2 575 1 153 14 887 73 8
FR 0 6 333 1 466 289 8 088 78 4
IE 0 1 044 273 131 1 448 72 9
IT 11 11 096 4 317 621 16 045 69 4
NL 0 266 300 366 932 29 39
PT 55 9 381 700 291 10 427 90 3
FI 64 3 370 120 17 3 571 96 0
SE 0 1 475 257 88 1 820 81 5
UK 0 5 979 982 418 7 379 81 6
EU-15 1 021 72 445 13 168 3 961 90 595 81 4

Length classes (meters)

% less % 
Country Not 0 - 50 - 500 + kw Total than 50kw 500+ kw

known 49.9 kw 499.9 kw
BE 0 0 69 61 130 0 47
DK 185 2 194 1 349 146 3 874 59 4
DE 161 1 493 557 36 2 247 72 2
EL 481 16 129 3 100 37 19 747 84 0
ES 2 076 8 238 4 128 445 14 887 64 3
FR 203 2 189 5 489 207 8 088 28 3
IE 6 787 568 87 1 448 55 6
IT 2 007 6 948 6 881 209 16 045 49 1
NL 2 217 493 220 932 23 24
PT 2 244 6 836 1 229 118 10 427 84 1
FI 0 2 514 1 038 19 3 571 70 1
SE 0 860 882 78 1 820 47 4
UK 54 3 384 3 625 316 7 379 46 4
EU-15 7 419 51 789 29 408 1 979 90 595 62 2

Total power (kw)

% less %
Not 0 - 25 - 250 & Total 25t 250 &

known 24.9 t 249.9 t over over
BE 0 2 82 46 130 2 35
DK 0 3 325 439 110 3 874 86 3
DE 0 1 907 312 28 2 247 85 1
EL 1 19 092 625 29 19 747 97 0
ES 0 12 111 2 304 472 14 887 81 3
FR 0 6 710 1 274 104 8 088 83 1
IE 0 1 084 317 47 1 448 75 3
IT 1 13 930 2 088 26 16 045 87 0
NL 0 354 406 172 932 38 18
PT 0 9 814 546 67 10 427 94 1
FI 0 3 449 117 5 3 571 97 0
SE 0 1 564 207 49 1 820 86 3
UK 1 6 136 1 033 209 7 379 83 3
EU-15 3 79 478 9 750 1 364 90 595 88 2

Tonnage classes
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Half of EU fishing vessels more than 22 years old. 
The median age of EU fishing vessels in 2002 was 22.3 years (See Table 5).  The median age was greatest in 
Denmark and Spain (25.0 years each) closely followed by Italy (24.8 years), Portugal (24.7 years) and Ireland (24.4 
years).  The youngest fleets were found in Belgium (median age 16.7 years), followed by France (17.2 years) and 
Finland (17.5 years). 

 

¾  ESSENTIAL INFORMATION – METHODOLOGICAL NOTES  
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Eurostat compiles its fleet statistics from a Statistical Register of Fishing Vessels that is updated annually from an administrative file 
maintained by the Directorate-General for Fisheries (DG FISH) in application of Commission Regulation (EC) No 109/94.  Eurostat gratefully 
acknowledges the assistance it receives from the DG FISH in this work. 

The data in the Statistical Register relate to the situation on 31 December of the reference year.  The Statistical Register records the length, 
tonnage, power and year of construction of all registered fishing vessels. 

Under the EU legislation the Member States are required to record the vessel tonnage using the Gross Tonnage (GT) under the London 
Convention (1986) as opposed to the previously used Gross Registered Tonnage (GRT) under the Oslo Convention (1946).  This change in 
recording tonnage has taken place over a number of years throughout the 1990's and at varying rates in different countries.  Given that the 
GT of a vessels is generally significantly greater than the GRT, great care has to be taken in comparing the tonnages of the various fleets at 
differing times.  By the end of 2002 the recording of the tonnage by GT was largely complete. 

Selected summary statistics from the register are available in the NewCronos domain "FISH".  Although individual records in the register are 
confidential, Eurostat is ready to meet requests for customised tabulations from the register for the above-mentioned vessel parameters. 

 

Table 5: Median age of EU fishing vessels in 2002 

Country Median age
(years)

BE 16.7
DK 25.0
DE 22.5
EL 20.8
ES 25.0
FR 17.2
IE 24.4
IT 24.8
NL 19.3
PT 24.7
FI 17.5
SE 23.6
UK 20.6
EU-15 22.3
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