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Milk production1 : slight increase
in collection during 2001
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Pierre Bruyas, Franco Zampogna
Since 1984, milk production in the European Union has come under the
system of quotas. There has therefore not been much change in the milk
resources available for processing. However, milk products continue to adapt
to market demand: steady increase in products with lower fat levels and the
development of cheese production.

Collection of cows' milk : +0.4% in 2001
At 114.7 million tonnes in 2001, the collection of cows' milk saw a slight
increase compared with 2000 (0.4%). The increase recorded since 1997 is
about 1%. With the exception of Greece, Portugal, Spain and Danmark, the
other Member States saw slight variations.

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 Change over 01/00
BELGIE-BELGIQUE 2944 3287 3264 3124 3088 -1.2
DANMARK 4433 4468 4456 4519 4418 -2.2
DEUTSCHLAND 26986 26752 26783 26984 26883 -0.4
ELLADA 617 648 656 670 611 -8.8
ESPANA 5463 5482 5664 5413 5814 7.4
FRANCE 23045 23032 23109 23303 23196 -0.5
IRELAND 5256 5091 5121 5160 5338 3.4
ITALIA 10130 10292 10325 10084 10183 1.0
LUXEMBOURG 255 255 258 256 256 0.1
NEDERLAND 10458 10541 10777 10545 10683 1.3
ÔSTERREICH 2419 2448 2540 2661 2651 -0.4
PORTUGAL 1662 1696 1844 1892 1816 -4.0
SUOMI /FINLAND 2370 2363 2394 2442 2459 0.7
SVERIGE 3276 3278 3299 3297 3290 -0.2
UNITED KINGDOM 14261 14063 14456 13929 14155 1.6
EU-15 113576 113696 114946 114279 114741 0.4

Table 1 : Changes in the collection of cows' milk over the period 1997 to 2001, 1000 tonnes

Stable fat and protein composition
The composition of cows' milk has hardly changed during the last five years,
either in terms of fat or protein.
The average fat content of cows' milk collected by EU dairies was 40.83� in
2001. The southern countries (Greece, Italy, Portugal, Spain) and the
Republic of Ireland have fat levels well below 40�. The United Kingdom,
France, Belgium, Sweden, Austria and Luxembourg represent the middle
ground, with milk containing 40-42� fat. Germany, Finland, Denmark have fat
levels greater than 42�, with the Netherlands recording the highest level of
44�.
The average protein content in 2001 was 33.13�, with very slight variations
over time. The variations recorded between Member States are less than
those recorded for fat.

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Fat 40.88 41.00 40.73 40.74 40.83
Protein 33.51 33.38 33.38 33.46 33.13

Table 2 : Changes in the fat and protein content(�) at EU-15 level, 1997-2001

                                                     

1 Please see methodological notes page 3
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Collection of goat's and sheep's milk on the
increase

In addition to the 114 million tonnes of cows' milk, EU
dairies collected 2.4 million tonnes of milk of other species
in 2000. This amount represents only 2.1% of total milk

resources. Nevertheless, it has been a constant
progression over the last five years. Three countries,
Greece, Spain and France account for 97% of the
collection of goats' milk. These three countries plus Italy
account for 98% of sheep's milk collected. Italy is the only
country to produce buffalo�s milk. These three types of
milk show a high rate of fat content (generally near to
60�). They constitute more than 60% of the fat conent
resource of the Greek dairies, 15% in Spain and almost
10% in Italy.

Drinking milk stable, yoghurt increasing

The production of drinking milk settled at nearly 29
million tonnes in 2000. It has been little change since
1997. However the composition of milk has been
subject to constant change. Whereas the production of
whole drinking milk declined by nearly 8% between
1997 and 2000, the production of semi-skimmed and
skimmed milk has increased by 5 and 7% respectively.
The United Kingdom produces nearly 24% of total
drinking milk. Whole milk is mainly produced in
Germany (27%), which produces only 3.3% of skimmed
milk. The situation is reversed for Spain, which
produces 16% of whole milk but 23.2% of skimmed
milk.

The production of yoghurts (acidified milk) has been
increasing steadily, reaching 5.45 million tonnes in
2000. Milk is less and less the single component of
yoghurt, since the production of acidified milk without
additives has changed little, whereas production
incorporating other additives has increased by 27%.
France and Germany account for 53.2% of acidified
milk production. With the exception of Spain, no other
Member State accounts for more than 10% of
European production.

Cream production increasing, bu

In 2000, cream production continued the rise which
began in 1997, reaching 1.9 million tonnes, i.e. 5.7%
higher than in 1997. With the exception of Denmark
and Ireland, all Member States saw an increase.
France and Italy saw the highest growth (+16.6% and
+15.5% respectively). Germany, the main producer
state, saw the smallest increase (+0.7%). Mirroring
drinking milk, low-fat cream saw a sharp increase,
rising 7.3% higher than in 1997.
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1997 1998 1999 2000
Drinking milk 28988 29083 29109 28795
of which : whole milk 12901 12464 12194 11853
              semi-skimmed milk 13639 14027 14305 14324
       

1997 1998 1999 2000
Acidified milk 5018 5280 5339 5451
of which : with additives 3209 3489 3520 4086
    

1997 1998 1999 2000
Goat's milk 774.6 779.9 836.7 894.5
Sheep's milk 1263.9 1407.3 1377.4 1444.5
Buffalo's milk 73.0 89.0 122.9 103.9
Total 2111.5 2276.2 2337.0 2442.9
Table 5 : Changes in the production of acidified milk
1000 tonnes, EU-15

           without additives 1810 1790 1819 1782
Table 4 : Changes in the production of drinking milk
1000 tonnes, EU-15

       skimmed milk 2447 2592 2609 2618
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Figure 2 : Percentage breakdown of the various categories
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Cream production
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Total 1797 1845 1896 1900
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Table 6 : Changes in cream and butter production,
1000 tonnes, EU-15, 1997-2000
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Cheese production increasing, powder milk products declining
0, cheese production in the European Union
 6.68 million tonnes. This is the highest figure
chieved by the European Union in its present
ration. This represents an increase of 5.4%
red with 1997 and 8.2% compared with 1995.
e exception of the Netherlands, all the major
er states recorded increases of the order of 6
ly, Portugal and Greece saw the sharpest
es (ranging from 12% to 23%).

roduction of milk powder products saw a
 in 2000. The changes have followed even

less of a pattern than that of cheese. A maximum
level of 2.11 million tonnes was recorded in 1999,
compared with which there has been a decline of
nearly 6%.

SENTIAL INFORMATION � METHODOLOGICAL NOTES
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

n milk statistics are governed by Council Directive  96/16/EC and Commission Decision 97/80/EC, which provide for monthly sample
and full annual surveys of dairies and an estimate of the milk production of agricultural holdings.

g to the legislation, the data collected refer to the concept of "national dairy"; this involves therefore net production which must
e double accounts such as Community legislation envisages it.

finitions (extracted partially from the explanatory notes of Decision 97/80/EC).

w's milk" concerns all the cow's milk other than the milk directly suckled but including that coming from milking (including the
m) used as animal feed.

hourt is included in the group of the "acidified milks" which are dairy products with a PH level of between 3.8 and 5.5.

hich forms naturally on the milk surface through slow agglomeration of emulsifying fat globules is extracted from the milk and has a
nt which is usually greater than 10 % of product weight.

 a product of a dairy fat equal to 82% by weight of product.

is a solid or semi-solid, fresh or refined product, obtained by milk or cream coagulation, only or combined, thanks to the action of the
r of other suitable coagulant agents.

der products are obtained by eliminating the water from cream, whole milk, semi-skimmed milk, buttermilk and acidified milk.

Table 7 : Changes in the production of cheese and milk
powder products, 1000 tonnes, EU-15, 1997-2000

of drinking milk by Member State, %, 2000

1997 1998 1999 2000
Cheese production 6341 6434 6530 6681
Powder products 2090 2078 2107 2000



Further information:
� Databases

New Cronos: Theme 5

To obtain information or to order publications, databases and special sets of data, please contact the Data Shop network:

BELGIQUE/BELGIË
Eurostat Data Shop
Bruxelles/Brussel
Planistat Belgique
Rue du Commerce 124
Handelsstraat 124
B-1000 BRUXELLES / BRUSSEL
Tel. (32-2) 234 67 50
Fax (32-2) 234 67 51
E-mail: datashop@planistat.be
URL: http://www.datashop.org/

DANMARK
DANMARKS STATISTIK
Bibliotek og Information
Eurostat Data Shop
Sejrøgade 11
DK-2100 KØBENHAVN Ø
Tlf. (45) 39 17 30 30
Fax (45) 39 17 30 03
E-mail: bib@dst.dk
Internet:: http://www.dst.dk/bibliotek

DEUTSCHLAND
STATISTISCHES BUNDESAMT
Eurostat Data Shop Berlin
Otto-Braun-Straße 70-72
(Eingang: Karl-Marx-Allee)
D-10178 BERLIN
Tel. (49) 1888 644 94 27/28
Fax (49) 1888-644 94 30
E-Mail: datashop@destatis.de
URL:http://www.eu-datashop.de/

ESPAÑA
INE Eurostat Data Shop
Paseo de la Castellana, 183
Despacho 011B
Entrada por Estébanez Calderón
E-28046 MADRID
Tel. (34) 91 583 91 67/91 583 95 00
Fax (34) 91 583 03 57
E-mail: datashop.eurostat@ine.es
URL: http://www.datashop.org/

FRANCE
INSEE Info Service
Eurostat Data Shop
195, rue de Bercy
Tour Gamma A
F-75582 PARIS CEDEX 12
Tél. (33) 1 53 17 88 44
Fax (33) 1 53 17 88 22
E-mail: datashop@insee.fr

ITALIA � Roma
ISTAT
Centro di Informazione Statistica
Sede di Roma, Eurostat Data Shop
Via Cesare Balbo, 11a
I-00184 ROMA
Tel. (39) 06 46 73 31 02/06
Fax (39) 06 46 73 31 01/07
E-mail: dipdiff@istat.it

ITALIA � Milano
ISTAT
Ufficio Regionale per la Lombardia
Eurostat Data Shop
Via Fieno 3
I-20123 MILANO
Tel. (39) 02 80 61 32 460
Fax (39) 02 80 61 32 304
E-mail: mileuro@tin.it

LUXEMBOURG
Eurostat Data Shop Luxembourg
46A, avenue J.F. Kennedy
BP 1452
L-1014 LUXEMBOURG
Tel. (352) 43 35-2251
Fax (352) 43 35-22221
E-mail: dslux@eurostat.datashop.lu
URL: http://www.datashop.org/

NEDERLAND
STATISTICS NETHERLANDS
Eurostat Data Shop-Voorburg
Postbus 4000
2270 JM VOORBURG
Nederland
Tel. (31-70) 337 49 00
Fax (31-70) 337 59 84
E-mail: datashop@cbs.nl

NORGE
Statistics Norway
Library and Information Centre
Eurostat Data Shop
Kongens gate 6
Boks 8131 Dep.
N-0033 OSLO
Tel. (47) 21 09 46 42/43
Fax (47) 21 09 45 04
E-mail: Datashop@ssb.no

PORTUGAL
Eurostat Data Shop Lisboa
INE/Serviço de Difusão
Av. António José de Almeida, 2
P-1000-043 LISBOA
Tel. (351) 21 842 61 00
Fax (351) 21 842 63 64
E-mail: data.shop@ine.pt

SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA
Statistisches Amt des Kantons
Zürich, Eurostat Data Shop
Bleicherweg 5
CH-8090 Zürich
Tel. (41) 1 225 12 12
Fax (41) 1 225 12 99
E-mail: datashop@statistik.zh.ch
Internet: http://www.statistik.zh.ch

SUOMI/FINLAND
STATISTICS FINLAND
Eurostat Data Shop Helsinki
Tilastokirjasto
PL 2B
FIN-00022 Tilastokeskus
Työpajakatu 13 B, 2.Kerros, Helsinki
P. (358-9) 17 34 22 21
F. (358-9) 17 34 22 79
Sähköposti: datashop@stat.fi
URL: http://www.tilastokeskus.fi/tk/kk/datashop/

SVERIGE
STATISTICS SWEDEN
Information service
Eurostat Data Shop
Karlavägen 100 - Box 24 300
S-104 51 STOCKHOLM
Tfn (46-8) 50 69 48 01
Fax (46-8) 50 69 48 99
E-post: infoservice@scb.se
Internet:http://www.scb.se/info/datasho
p/eudatashop.asp

UNITED KINGDOM
Eurostat Data Shop
Office for National Statistics
Room 1.015
Cardiff Road
Newport South Wales NP10 8XG
United Kingdom
Tel. (44-1633) 81 33 69
Fax (44-1633) 81 33 33
E-mail: eurostat.datashop@ons.gov.uk

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
HAVER ANALYTICS
Eurostat Data Shop
60 East 42nd Street
Suite 3310
NEW YORK, NY 10165
USA
Tel. (1-212) 986 93 00
Fax (1-212) 986 69 81
E-mail: eurodata@haver.com

Media Support Eurostat (for professional journalists only):
Bech Building Office A4/017 � L-2920 Luxembourg � Tel. (352) 4301 33408 � Fax (352) 4301 35349 � e-mail: eurostat-mediasupport@cec.eu.int

For information on methodology
Pierre Bruyas, Eurostat/F5, L-2920 Luxembourg, Tel. (352) 4301 32477, Fax (352) 4301 37318, E-mail: pierre.bruyas@cec.eu.int
Franco Zampogna, Eurostat/F5, L-2920 Luxembourg, Tel. (352) 4301 37268, Fax (352) 4301 37318, E-mail: franco.zampogna@cec.eu.int
ORIGINAL: French

Please visit our web site at www.europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/ for further information!
A list of worldwide sales outlets is available at the Office for Official Publications of the European Communities.
2 rue Mercier � L-2985 Luxembourg
Tel. . (352) 2929 42455 Fax (352) 2929 42758
URL: http://publications.eu.int
e-mail: info-info-opoce@cec.eu.int

BELGIQUE/BELGIË � DANMARK � DEUTSCHLAND � GREECE/ELLADA � ESPAÑA � FRANCE � IRELAND � ITALIA � LUXEMBOURG � NEDERLAND � ÖSTERREICH
PORTUGAL � SUOMI/FINLAND � SVERIGE � UNITED KINGDOM � ÍSLAND � NORGE � SCHWEIZ/SUISSE/SVIZZERA � BALGARIJA � CESKÁ REPUBLIKA � CYPRUS
EESTI � HRVATSKA � MAGYARORSZÁG � MALTA � POLSKA � ROMÂNIA � RUSSIA � SLOVAKIA � SLOVENIA � TÜRKIYE � AUSTRALIA � CANADA � EGYPT � INDIA
ISRAËL � JAPAN � MALAYSIA � PHILIPPINES � SOUTH KOREA � THAILAND � UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

I would like to subscribe to Statistics in focus (from 1.1.2002 to 31.12.2002):
(for the Data Shop and sales office addresses see above)
� Formula 1: All 9 themes (approximately 180 issues)

� Paper: EUR 360
Language required:  � DE     � EN     � FR

� Formula 2: One or more of the following nine themes:
� Theme 1 �General statistics�
� Theme 6 �External trade�
� Theme 7 �Transport�
� Theme 9 �Science and technology�

� Paper: EUR 42
� Theme 2 �Economy and finance�
� Theme 3 �Population and social conditions�
� Theme 4 �Industry, trade and services
� Theme 5 �Agriculture and fisheries�
� Theme 8 �Environment and energy

� Paper: EUR 84
Language required:  � DE     � EN     � FR

Statistics in focus can be downloaded (pdf file) free of charge from the Eurostat
web site. You only need to register. For other solutions, contact your Data
Shop.

� Please send me a free copy of �Eurostat mini-guide�  (catalo
containing a selection of Eurostat products and services)
Language required:  � DE     � EN     � FR�

� I would like a free subscription to �Statistical References�, the
letter on Eurostat products and services
Language required:  � DE     � EN     � FR

� Mr � Mrs � Ms
(Please use block capitals)
Surname: ___________________  Forename: ______________
Company: __________________  Department: _____________
Function: ____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
Post code: __________________  Town: __________________
Country: _____________________________________________
Tel.: _______________________  Fax: ____________________
E-mail: ______________________________________________
Payment on receipt of invoice, preferably by:
� Bank transfer
� Visa   � Eurocard
Card No: __________________________ Expires on: _____/___
Please confirm your intra-Community VAT number:
If no number is entered, VAT will be automatically applied. Subseque
reimbursement will not be possible.
____________________________________________________

Order form
�

gue

 information

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

__

nt

________

mailto:bib@dst.dk
mailto:pierre.bruyas@cec.eu.int

	Collection of cows' milk : +0.4% in 2001
	Stable fat and protein composition
	Collection of goat's and sheep's milk on the increase
	Drinking milk stable, yoghurt increasing
	Cream production increasing, butter production stable
	Cheese production increasing, powder milk products declining
	Databases


