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On the basis of the results available for 11 Member States from the European
Union Labour Force Survey (self-assessment by survey respondents of their
work-related state of health), it is estimated that during the period 1998 to
1999 almost eight million people in work or having been in work in the EU
were suffering from health disorders, other than accidental injuries, caused or
aggravated by their current or past employment. The prevalence rate for
employees is 5 372 cases per 100 000 persons per year (7 150 for 55-64
year-olds) linked to their current employment. 53% of cases involve
musculoskeletal disorders, which are more frequent in the construction,
transport and health and social work sectors (prevalence in these sectors is
1.2 to 1.6 times higher than average).  Stress, depression or anxiety represent
18% of problems, and 26% of those involving two or more weeks’ absence
from work (this rate doubles in education and health and social work). Finally,
pulmonary disorders affect 0.6 million people (the risk doubles in the
extractive industries).

)LJXUH�����$FWLYLWLHV�DQG�DJHV�DW�KLJK�ULVN�RI�ZRUN�UHODWHG�PXVFXORVNHOHWDO�GLVRUGHUV�

�DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN�RI���ZHHNV�RU�PRUH�

Source : LFS 1999 (see page 4) - 6 economic activity and age groups studied, with the highest relative rates of  
prevalence of cases with 2 weeks or more of absence from work per year, compared with the EU-15 average
all branches and ages = 100.  (1) All branches.
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From 1998 to 1999, an estimated 350 million working days were lost each
year in the EU owing to work-related health problems, in addition to almost
150 million working days lost due to accidents at work.  A total of around 500
million working days are therefore lost every year as a result of accidents at
work and work-related health problems.C  A 
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� 6WDWLVWLFV�LQ�IRFXV — Theme 3 — 17/2001 ————————————————————————— A

1XPHURXV�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV
GXH�WR�H[SRVXUH�WKURXJKRXW

ZRUNLQJ�OLIH

An ad hoc module concerning health
and safety at work was included in the
1999 Labour Force Survey. In particular,
it provides information on health
problems, excluding accidental injuries,
irrespective of their severity, that survey
respondents considered were caused or
simply aggravated by their current or
past working conditions.  This is a broad
concept based on self-assessment by
respondents that covers more than the
occupational illnesses recognised by
national insurance systems. (See
methodological notes)

On the basis of the results of the
module, it may be estimated that from
1998 to 1999 7.7 million people
throughout the EU suffered each year
from one or more work-related health
problems, excluding accidents, but
including cases where the onset had
been before and continued to cause

problems. By way of comparison, 7.4
million people in the EU fall victim every

year to accidents at work (only new
cases, irrespective of their severity).
These problems mainly involve those
aged 45 years and over:  4.4 million
(57%).  Finally, 12% of victims (similar
proportion to accidents at work) had
suffered from more than one work-
related health problem over the year, the
characteristics of only the most serious
of these having been studied in the
survey (between 17% and 18% of cases
in which a pulmonary or cardiovascular
disorder, infection or headache is the
most serious problem suffered).  (Table 1)

23% of cases, i.e. 1.8 million, involve
people who are not working for reasons
other than health problems (in particular,
retired persons suffering from problems
due to the nature of their employment
during their working life).  Among the
other victims, 9% declared they were
permanently inactive as a result of this
health problem, representing more than
120 million working days lost every year.
Added to that are 111 million days lost
for cumulated absences from work of
three months or more over the year
(14% of cases).  In total, an estimated
350 million working days are lost every
year in the EU for all absences from
work and periods of inactivity due to
work-related health problems. (Table 3)

7DEOH����3UHYDOHQFH�RI�ZRUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV���QXPEHU�SHU��������
SHUVRQV�������(XURSH�����������

7DEOH����:RUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�RWKHU�WKDQ�DFFLGHQW�LQMXULHV��(XURSH�����������
:RUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV

$OO��ZLWK�RU�ZLWKRXW�DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN� :LWK�DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN�RI

(8������� (8�����HVWLPDWLRQ����� PRUH�WKDQ���GD\V ��ZHHNV�RU�PRUH

DQG�+8 1XPEHU ��RI�WRWDO (8�����HVWLPDWH��������� (8�����HVWLPDWH���������
1XPEHU $OO 3RSXODWLRQ� 1XPEHU ��RI 1XPEHU ��RI

JURXS WRWDO WRWDO

7RWDO� ��$OO�GLDJQRVHV�DQG ��������� ��������� ������ ��������� ������ ��������� ������
��SRSXODWLRQ�JURXSV

RI�ZKLFK� 0HQ ��������� ��������� �����
:RPHQ ��������� ��������� �����
3HUVRQV�ZLWK�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�
KHDOWK�SURE OHP �����

'LDJQRVHV�JURXS
Musculoskeletal disorders 3 192 147 4 094 276 53,1% 1 472 563 49,9% 1 015 146 49,2%
Stress, depression, anxiety 1 091 389 1 399 825 18,2%  669 328 22,7%  533 066 25,8%
Lung disorders  457 743  587 105 7,6%  207 211 7,0%  116 982 5,7%
Cardiovascular disorders  249 050  319 434 4,1%  101 528 3,4%  83 796 4,1%
Headaches, visual fatigue  204 631  262 462 3,4%  74 932 2,5%  33 739 1,6%
Hearing disorders  161 412  207 028 2,7%  50 257 1,7%  38 512 1,9%
Infectious diseases  152 964  196 193 2,5%  127 656 4,3%  60 270 2,9%
Skin problems  152 238  195 262 2,5%  56 183 1,9%  34 024 1,6%
Other  351 098  450 321 5,8%  193 885 6,6%  147 947 7,2%

$FWLYH�SRSXODWLRQ����� 4 323 909 5 545 884 71,9% 100,0% 2 953 543 100,0% 2 063 482 100,0%
RI�ZKRP � 0XVFXORVNHOHWDO�GLVRUGHUV ��������� ��������� ����� ����� ��������� ����� ��������� �����

6WUHVV��GHSUHVVLRQ��DQ[LHW\ �������� ��������� ����� ����� �������� ����� �������� �����

/XQJ�GLVRUGHUV �������� �������� ���� ���� �������� ���� �������� ����
DJHG�XQGHU���� ��������� ��������� ����� ����� ��������� ����� ��������� �����
DJHG������� ��������� ��������� ����� ����� ��������� ����� �������� �����
DJHG����RU�RYHU ������� ������� ���� ���� ������� ���� ������� ����

1RQ�DFWLYH�SHUVRQV�KDYLQJ�ZRUNHG�SUHYLRXVO\ 1 688 763 2 166 022 28,1% 100,0%
RI�ZKRP � 0XVFXORVNHOHWDO�GLVRUGHUV ��������� ��������� ����� �����

6WUHVV��GHSUHVVLRQ��DQ[LHW\ �������� �������� ���� ����

/XQJ�GLVRUGHUV �������� �������� ���� �����
DJHG�XQGHU���� �������� �������� ���� �����
DJHG������� �������� ��������� ����� �����
DJHG����RU�RYHU �������� �������� ����� �����

Source : ad hoc�LFS module 1999; health problems suffered during all or part of the past 12 months at date of interview;
persons with more than one such problem: only the most severe (in medical terms and in terms of effect on activity) is  counted.

(1) Except B, F, NL and A, no diagnosis available for D.  (2) See methodological notes.  (3) Absence from work in past 12 months.

$OO��Z LWK�RU : LWK���RU

Z LWKRXW PRUH �Z HHNV

DEVHQFH RI�DEVHQFH

IURP �Z RUN� IURP �Z RUN����

7RWD O� ��$OO�GLDJQRVHV�DQG�SRSXOD WLRQ�JURXSV� ������ ������

Musculoskeletal disorders  2 645   817
of w hich: Agricu lture , hunting, fores try  2  895   975

C ons truction  3  158  1 292
Wholes a le  and re ta il trade, repa irs  2  526   814
Trans port and com m unications  3  160  1 070
H ealth  and s ocia l w ork  4  283  1 179
C om m unity, s ocia l, pers onal s e rvices  2  666   493
aged 55-64  3  555  1 240

Stress , depress ion, anx iety  1 181   445
of w hich: Trans port and com m unications   975   510

R eal es ta te , renting, bus ines s  activities  1  199   408
Public adm in is tra tion  1  323   630
Education  2  306   828
H ealth  and s ocia l w ork  2  188   832
C om m unity, s ocia l, pers onal s e rvices  1  340   446
aged 55-64  1  339   528

Lung disorders   296   82
of w hich: Agricu lture , hunting, fores try   375   75

Min ing and quarrying   672   376
Manufacturing   338   101
Education   513   100
H ealth  and s ocia l w ork   331   114
C om m unity, s ocia l, pers onal s e rvices   345   63
aged 55-64   495   243

Other diagnoses groups  1 250   402

Source : ad hoc LFS module 1999, EU-15 and HU except B, F, NL and A  (and D except total).

(1) Num ber o f w ork-re la ted hea lth  prob lem s  (over 1  yea r, exclud ing accidents ) in  m ain job
per 100 000  em ployees  (d irect res pons es  to  s urvey).

(2) In  pas t 12 m onths .
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7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�ZRUN�
UHODWHG�KHDOWK�SUREOHP�

PXVFXORVNHOHWDO�GLVRUGHUV

One single type of problem covers more
than half of the victims:  musculoskeletal
disorders which affect 4.1 million people,
i.e. 53% of cases (up to 60% of the non-
active population). Their annual
prevalence rate in the EU from 1998 to
1999 is 2 645 cases linked to the current
main employment for 100 000
employees.  It is highest in the health
and social work sector (4 283) and
among 55-64 year-olds (3 555).  The
prevalence rate for musculoskeletal
disorders resulting in an absence from
work of two weeks or more (cumulated
over one year) is highest in the
construction industry (1 292 compared
to an average of 817).  (Tables 1 and 2)

1HUYRXV�DQG�SXOPRQDU\�GLVRUGHUV�DUH�DOVR�FRPPRQ

The next set of problems relates to
stress, depression and anxiety which
affect 1.4 million people, i.e. 18.2%
(22.0% of cases amongst the active
population) with a prevalence rate of
1 181.  Education (2 306) and health
and social work (2 188) are particularly

affected. The prevalence rate for
absences from work of two weeks or
more is also high in public administration
(630 compared to an average of 445)
and transport (510).  Finally, pulmonary
disorders represent the third most
common work-related health problem:

7.6% of cases (10.0% of the non-active
population).  The extractive industries
(prevalence rate of 672 compared to an
average of 296) and 55-64 year-olds
(495) are those most affected.  (Tables
1 and 2)

½ �(66(17,$/�,1)250$7,21�±�0(7+2'2/2*,&$/�127(6
l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l

,Q�WKH������(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�ODERXU�IRUFH�VXUYH\
�/)6�� KRXVHKROGV� VXUYH\� RQ� HPSOR\PHQW� DQG� WKH
ODERXU� PDUNHW��� DQ� DG� KRF� PRGXOH� FRQFHUQHG
DFFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN�DQG�RFFXSDWLRQDO�LOOQHVVHV���,W
ZDV� GHILQHG� E\� &RPPLVVLRQ� 5HJXODWLRQ� �(&�� 1R
�������� RI� ��� -XO\� ����� DQG� FRPSULVHG� ILYH
YDULDEOHV� RQ� GLVHDVHV�� GLVDELOLWLHV� DQG� RWKHU
SK\VLFDO�RU�SV\FKRORJLFDO�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV��DSDUW
IURP� DFFLGHQWDO� LQMXULHV�� VXIIHUHG� E\� SHUVRQV
GXULQJ� WKH� SDVW� ��� PRQWKV�� FDXVHG� RU� PDGH
ZRUVH� E\� WKH� ZRUN� �VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW�� LQFOXGLQJ
SUREOHPV�ZKHUH�WKH�RQVHW�ZDV�RQH�\HDU�SULRU�WR�WKH
VXUYH\�DQG�WKRVH�GXH�WR�HDUOLHU�HPSOR\PHQW�ZKLFK�
ZKHUH� DSSURSULDWH�� FRQWLQXH� WR� DIIHFW� SHUVRQV
FXUUHQWO\� QRQ�DFWLYH��� � QXPEHU� RI� KHDOWK� SUREOHPV�
ZLWK��LI�WKHUH�LV�RQH�RU�PRUH��IRU�WKH�PRVW�VHULRXV�RI
WKHVH�� WKH� W\SH� RI� SUREOHP�� QXPEHU� RI� GD\V� RI
DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN��SDVW����PRQWKV���WKH�MRE�ZKLFK
FDXVHG� RU� DJJUDYDWHG� WKH� SUREOHP� DQG� WKH
HFRQRPLF� DFWLYLW\� FRQFHUQHG�� � ,W� DOVR� LQFOXGHG� VL[
YDULDEOHV�RQ�DFFLGHQWDO�LQMXULHV�RFFXUULQJ�DW�ZRUN
RU�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�ZRUN��VHH�VSHFLILF�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RQ
DFFLGHQWV�DW�ZRUN��� �7KH� RWKHU�XVXDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ� LQ
WKH�/DERXU�)RUFH�6XUYH\�LV�GHILQHG�E\� WKH� UHOHYDQW
VXUYH\�PHWKRGRORJ\�

7KH�PRGXOH�ZDV�FRQGXFWHG�E\����0HPEHU�6WDWHV
�WKH�H[FHSWLRQV�EHLQJ�%HOJLXP��)UDQFH�DQG�$XVWULD�
WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�KDG� WR� FRQGXFW� LW� DW� D� ODWHU�GDWH�
DQG�+XQJDU\��DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�VXUYH\�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG
TXDUWHU�RI�������H[FHSW�6ZHGHQ��ZKLFK�FRQGXFWHG
LW� SDUWO\� GXULQJ� WKH� ILUVW� TXDUWHU�� DQG� ,WDO\� DQG� WKH
8QLWHG� .LQJGRP�� LQ� WKH� WKLUG� TXDUWHU��� $OO� LQ� DOO�
�������� SHUVRQV� ZHUH� LQWHUYLHZHG� LQ� WKH� VXUYH\
DERXW� WKH� VXIIHULQJ� DQG�� LI� VR�� DERXW� WKH
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�ZRUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�

*HUPDQ\�� � QXPEHU� DQG� OHQJWK� RI� DEVHQFHV� IURP
ZRUN�RI�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�RQO\���6SDLQ����GLVHDVHV��LQ
WKH�VWULFW�VHQVH���*UHHFH���YHU\�IHZ�GDWD�DYDLODEOH�
,UHODQG�� PRVW� UHFHQW� KHDOWK� SUREOHPV
�PXVFXORVNHOHWDO�GLVRUGHUV��������8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�
SHUVRQV�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�LQ�HPSOR\PHQW�RYHU�WKH�SDVW
��� PRQWKV�� 1R� DJH� OLPLW� H[FHSW� LQ
'HQPDUN�����\HDUV���)LQODQG�DQG�6ZHGHQ�����\HDUV��
(VWLPDWHV� IRU� (8���� DQG� (85���� KDYH� EHHQ
GUDZQ�XS�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�GDWD�DYDLODEOH�IRU�WKH
0HPEHU�6WDWHV�FRYHUHG�E\�WKH�PRGXOH�

7KH�LQGLFDWRU�IRU�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�ZRUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK
SUREOHPV� ZDV� GHILQHG� RQO\� LQ� UHVSHFW� RI� WKH
HPSOR\HHV� ZKR� UHSOLHG� GLUHFWO\� WR� WKH� VXUYH\� �L�H�

H[FOXGLQJ� UHVSRQVHV� IURP� DQRWKHU� PHPEHU� RI� WKH
KRXVHKROG��DQG�RQO\�IRU�FDVHV�OLQNHG�WR�WKHLU�FXUUHQW
PDLQ� HPSOR\PHQW�� � 7KLV� LV� WKH�SUHYDOHQFH� UDWH�  
�QXPEHU�RI� KHDOWK� SUREOHPV�VXIIHUHG�RYHU� WKH� SDVW
���PRQWKV���QXPEHU�RI�HPSOR\HHV� LQ� WKH� UHIHUHQFH
SRSXODWLRQ�� [� ��������� � 7KH� UHODWLYH� SUHYDOHQFH
UDWH�  � �SUHYDOHQFH� UDWH� RI� JURXS� VWXGLHG� �� WRWDO
SUHYDOHQFH�UDWH�RI�(8�����[�����ZDV�DOVR�FDOFXODWHG
WR� IDFLOLWDWH� FRPSDULVRQV� IRU� WKH� PDLQ� JURXSV� RI
GLDJQRVLV� IRU�ZRUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK� SUREOHPV�DQG� WKH
PDLQ�SRSXODWLRQ�JURXSV�H[SRVHG�WR�WKHP�

7KH� DFWLYH� SRSXODWLRQ� LV� PDGH� XS� RI� SHRSOH� LQ
HPSOR\PHQW� DQG� WKH� XQHPSOR\HG� GXULQJ� WKH
UHIHUHQFH�ZHHN�RI� WKH�VXUYH\�� �+RZHYHU�� IRU�ZRUN�
UHODWHG� KHDOWK� SUREOHPV�� RQO\� WKRVH� XQHPSOR\HG
ZKR� KDYH� DOUHDG\� EHHQ� LQ� ZRUN� DUH� WDNHQ� LQWR
DFFRXQW�DQG�DEVHQFHV� IURP�ZRUN�RYHU� WKH�SDVW���
PRQWKV� DUH� RQO\� FRXQWHG� IRU� WKRVH� KDYLQJ� EHHQ
HPSOR\HG�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW����PRQWKV��)RU�QRQ�UHWLUHG
SHUVRQV� QRW� LQ� HPSOR\PHQW�� WKH� GD\V� ORVW� DUH
FRXQWHG�RQO\� LI� WKHLU� QRQ�HPSOR\PHQW� LV�GXH� WR� WKH
KHDOWK� SUREOHPV�RU� LI� WKH\�DUH� SRWHQWLDOO\� XQDEOH� WR
ZRUN� IRU� WKUHH� PRQWKV� RU� PRUH� SHU� \HDU� �H[FHSW
6SDLQ���QR�GD\V�FRXQWHG�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��

7DEOH����:RUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�H[FOXGLQJ�DFFLGHQWV��E\�HPSOR\PHQW�VWDWXV
RI�YLFWLP�DQG�GXUDWLRQ�RI�DEVHQFH�IURP�ZRUN�RYHU�SDVW����PRQWKV��(8�����������

:RUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV 1XPEHU�RI�GD\V�ORVW
$OO 3HUVRQV�DFWLYH�RU 7RWD O $YHUDJH

SHUVRQV H[SHFWLQJ�QHYHU�DJD LQ�WR ����������� SHU�ZRUN�
ZRUN�WKURXJK�KHD OWK UHODWHG
SUREOHP�������� KHDOWK

��RI�WRWD O ��RI�WRWDO FXPXODWLYH�� � SUREOHP

$FWLYH�SHUVRQV�������
No absence from work 27 35 35 0,0 0
1-3 days lost 5 7 42 0,8 2
4 days to less than 1 week lost 5 7 49 2,1 5
1 to less than 2 weeks lost 6 8 57 4,7 10
2 weeks to less than 1 month lost 8 10 67 13,2 22
1 to less than 3 months lost 8 10 78 37,3 60
3 months  or more lost 11 14 91 111,0 137
7RWD O �� �� ����� ��

3HUVRQV�H[SHFWLQJ�QHYHU�DJDLQ�WR�ZRUN
DV�UHVXOW�RI�ZRUN�UHODWHG�KHDOWK�SUREOHP���� � � ��� ����� ���

7RWDO�SHUVRQV�DFWLYH �RU�H[SHFWLQJ�
QHYHU�DJD LQ�WR�ZRUN �� ��� ����� ��

2WKHU�QRQ�DFWLYH�SHUVRQV���� �� ���� ���

$OO�YLFWLPV ��� ����� ��

Source :  ad hoc m odule in LFS 1999.   (1) Pers ons  in work or unem ployed (only those having worked).

(2) Persons  inactive through a health problem  related to their work in the pas t (days  los t: excluding retired pers ons) or expecting
to becom e inactive (will never do paid work again) as  a result of a recent work-related health problem .

(3) The work-related health problem  is  not s pecified as  the caus e of inactivity; days  los t are enum erated for non-retired persons
cons idering that they would have been unable to work for 3 m onths  or m ore becaus e of this  health problem  (non-reported or
partial reas on for inactivity, factor preventing return to work, etc.) and the average num bers  of days  los t in this  group and the
total are calculated by including only thes e cas es .
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