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In 2000 there were 111 thousand fishing vessels in the European Economic
Area (EEA) fishing fleet with a total tonnange of 2.6 million tonnes and a total
power of 10.6 million kw (Table 1).  Compared with the data for 1998 this is a
4% decrease in the number of vessels, a 4% increase in the total tonnage*
and a 0.4% increase in total power.

In 2000 96 000 (86%) of the vessels were from EU-15 countries.  Since 1998
the number of EU vessels has decreased by 4%, the total tonnage increased
by 5% and the total power decreased by 2%.

 EU-15 EEA
Year Total number Total tonnage Total power Total number Total tonnage Total power

(tons) (kw) (tons) (kw)
1998 100 035 1 937 178 7 797 787 115 218 2 496 445 10 590 377
1999 97 801 2 021 155 7 734 400 112 967 2 586 857 10 627 534
2000 95 967 2 028 554 7 656 886 110 978 2 601 038 10 628 742
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In number, Greece has the largest fleet in the EEA, with 19 730 vessels (18%
of the total) followed by Italy (17 664,) and Spain (16 676) (Table 2).
However, in terms of the total tonnage, Spain (518 000 tonnes, 20% of the
EEA total) has the largest fleet, followed by Norway (392 000 tonnes, 15%).
Norway’s fleet has the highest total power (2.4 million kw, 23% of the total,
followed by Spain (1.3 million kw, 13%), France (1.1 million kw, 10%) and the
United Kingdom (1.1 million kw, 10%).

Belgium has the smallest fleet with only 127 vessels.

7KH�VL]H�RI�(($�ILVKLQJ�YHVVHOV�

Ignoring the vessels for which the length have not been recorded (largely from
Italy and Portugal), 82% of EEA fishing vessels are of less than 12 metres in
length (Table 2).  However the structure of the EEA fleet is very variable with,
on the one hand, Belgium having no vessels of less than 12 metres in length
and the Netherlands only 31%.  On the other hand, Finland and Greece have
94% and 93% of their vessels of less than 12 metres in length.

The outstanding characteristic of the Belgian and Netherlands fishing fleet is
the high average power of their vessels (499 and 469 kw respectively).  The
average power of the EEA fleet is only 96 kw per vessel and the contrast is
highlighted by the fact that vessels in the Greek and Portuguese fleets have
only powers of 31 and 37 kw on average respectively.

*  See the Methodological notes (page 3) regarding comparisons of the fleets based on tonnage

measures.C  A 
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$JH�RI�WKH�(($�ILVKLQJ�IOHHW�

The EEA fishing fleet has a median age of 21.6 years (Table 3).  However there is a considerable range of values
between the member countries.  Belgium (15.2 years), France (16.2 years), Finland (15.8 years) and Iceland (17.8
years) have the youngest fleets while Spain (27.1 years), Ireland (24.6 years), Italy (24.1 years) and Portugal (23.6
years) have the oldest.
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��IRU�WKH�(8�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WKH�GDWD�DUH�REWDLQHG�E\�DQ�DQQXDO�XS�GDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�ILOH�RI�(8�ILVKLQJ�YHVVHOV�PDLQWDLQHG�E\

WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ
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Age (years)
(8��� ����

B 15.2
D 21.6
DK 24.7
E 27.1
F 16.2
FI 15.8
GR 19.9
IRL 24.6
I 24.1
NL 19.7
P 23.6
SW 22.1
UK 20.3

ISL 17.8
N 22.3
(($ ����
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