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On its Stockholm summit in March 2001, the European Council set the following
objectives for EU’s employment rates :
67 % for women and men together and 57 % for women to be attained by 2005.
50 % by the year 2010 for persons aged 55 to 64 years.

The employment rates derived from the spring 2000 Labour Force Survey are
presented hereafter for the EU Member States (and their regions), as well as for 3
EFTA and 11 candidate countries. The main features are :

• In average the EU total employment rate was at 63.1 % in 2000 (against 61 % in
1998), while the female employment rate was almost 10 percentage points lower
(at 53.8 % in 2000 against 51.2 % in 1998).

• Seven EU member states have already attained the 2005 objectives : Denmark,
United Kingdom, Sweden, Finland and the Netherlands (with total rates around
70 % or more and female rates around 65 %), as well as Portugal and Austria (with
total rates at 68 % and female rates at 60 %).

• Germany has already reached the 2005 objective for female employment but not
for total employment rate (65.3 %).

• In Italy, Greece and Spain the employment rates are as low as around 40 % for
females and 55 % for males and females together.

From 1998 to 2000 both the general and female employment rates increased by about
5 percentage points in Spain, Ireland and Finland (and by about 4 points in Belgium).

The employment rate of persons aged 55 to 64 was at 37.5 % in average in the EU in
2000 (increased by one percentage point since 1998); it ranged from less than 30 % in
Belgium, Luxembourg, Italy, France and Austria to more than 50 % in Sweden,
Denmark, Portugal and United Kingdom.

Total employment rates higher than 70 % concentrated in the following EU regions:
Bayern and western Austria, Danmark, south of Sweden and very south of Finland
(Uusimaa),  Netherlands (except Groningen), Centro (in Portugal) and most of the
United Kingdom regions.

In the candidate countries the total employment rates ranged from 49 % in Bulgaria to
around 65 % in Cyprus, the Czech Republik and Romania; the employment rates were
generally 8 to 12 percentage points lower for females than for males (against 19 points
lower in average in the EU).
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EU-15 EUR11 B DK D EL E F IRL

15-64 years Total 63.1 61.3 60.9 76.4 65.3 55.9 54.7 61.7 64.4
Male 72.4 71.2 69.8 80.7 72.7 71.3 69.6 68.8 75.4
Female 53.8 51.4 51.9 72.1 57.8 41.3 40.3 54.8 53.2

15-24 years Total 39.9 36.9 30.3 67.1 46.1 26.9 31.8 28.3 47.8
Male 43.3 40.5 33.7 70.3 48.6 31.9 37.0 31.4 52.1
Female 36.5 33.3 26.7 64.0 43.6 22.0 26.4 25.2 43.3

25-54 years Total 76.4 75.5 77.9 84.3 79.3 70.2 67.7 78.4 75.4
Male 87.1 87.0 87.9 88.3 87.4 88.6 85.4 87.3 88.1
Female 65.7 64.0 67.8 80.4 71.1 52.6 50.6 69.6 62.7

55-64 years Total 37.5 33.9 25.0 54.6 37.4 39.0 36.6 29.3 45.1
Male 47.6 44.2 35.1 61.9 46.2 55.3 54.8 32.8 63.0
Female 27.7 24.1 15.4 46.2 28.7 24.4 19.9 26.0 27.1

20-64 years Total 67.0 65.4 66.3 77.9 68.7 61.0 59.3 67.4 70.2
Male 77.1 76.1 76.1 82.4 76.5 78.2 75.6 75.2 82.6
Female 57.0 54.8 56.4 73.3 60.7 45.0 43.5 60.0 57.8
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EU-15 EUR11 B DK D EL E F IRL

15-64 years Total 51.8 51.0 40.8 59.9 52.9 53.4 50.3 51.4 53.8
Male 67.9 67.0 54.4 72.8 69.5 69.6 67.7 65.2 70.4
Female 35.7 35.1 27.1 46.8 36.0 38.2 33.4 37.8 37.0

15-24 years Total 30.7 29.8 21.8 35.5 40.6 24.6 27.5 22.0 37.5
Male 36.1 35.1 26.5 44.4 44.4 29.6 34.3 27.3 43.9
Female 25.3 24.5 16.8 27.0 36.6 19.8 20.5 16.7 30.9

25-54 years Total 63.6 63.4 52.6 70.6 63.8 67.6 62.8 66.0 64.3
Male 83.3 83.1 69.7 84.3 84.3 87.0 83.7 83.7 84.6
Female 43.9 43.6 35.0 56.7 42.9 49.0 42.6 48.6 44.1

55-64 years Total 29.3 27.4 13.5 43.2 28.9 37.1 34.2 22.8 36.3
Male 43.1 40.5 21.4 57.1 43.1 54.1 53.8 29.4 57.3
Female 16.1 14.8 6.0 27.3 14.8 21.9 16.2 16.4 15.2

20-64 years Total 55.4 54.6 44.5 63.8 55.4 58.5 54.6 56.2 59.7
Male 72.9 72.0 59.4 77.3 73.2 76.5 73.7 71.4 78.3
Female 38.1 37.4 29.5 50.0 37.3 41.6 36.2 41.4 41.1
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48.7 55.7 43.0 56.6 62.6 60.0 54.4 54.1 Total 15-64 years
65.1 73.7 66.6 73.2 73.6 65.7 65.1 71.7 Male
32.5 37.1 18.7 40.0 52.1 54.2 43.4 36.2 Female

23.1 29.0 26.3 47.5 39.4 30.3 21.9 37.6 Total 15-24 years
28.2 33.7 31.6 53.7 45.6 36.5 25.6 43.4 Male
18.1 24.2 20.9 41.4 33.2 24.3 18.0 31.6 Female

61.9 69.2 52.0 67.0 76.6 74.9 65.9 63.2 Total 25-54 years
81.9 91.5 82.1 86.6 88.5 81.1 78.6 84.2 Male
41.8 46.1 21.1 47.3 65.3 68.6 52.8 41.9 Female

25.2 24.2 21.1 24.4 40.8 33.0 45.4 34.5 Total 55-64 years
38.3 37.0 36.9 38.4 55.5 34.5 55.8 51.6 Male
13.0 11.7 5.3 11.2 28.0 31.6 34.8 17.9 Female

52.1 59.9 46.2 58.5 67.6 64.8 59.4 57.6 Total 20-64 years
69.8 79.5 71.9 76.2 79.6 70.8 71.2 76.7 Male
34.7 39.9 19.9 41.0 56.3 58.7 47.2 38.2 Female
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53.4 62.7 72.9 67.9 68.1 68.1 71.1 71.2 Total 15-64 years
67.6 75.0 82.1 76.2 76.2 71.1 72.6 77.9 Male
39.3 50.0 63.4 59.7 60.4 65.2 69.7 64.5 Female

26.1 31.8 68.4 52.5 41.9 45.4 36.9 55.9 Total 15-24 years
30.2 35.3 69.9 56.5 47.7 47.0 36.6 58.2 Male
22.0 28.3 66.7 48.6 36.1 43.8 37.1 53.5 Female

67.7 78.2 81.7 81.6 81.9 81.1 82.5 80.4 Total 25-54 years
84.6 92.8 92.2 89.7 90.2 84.6 84.1 87.5 Male
50.7 63.0 70.9 73.5 73.9 77.6 80.9 73.1 Female

27.3 27.2 37.9 29.2 51.7 41.2 64.3 50.5 Total 55-64 years
40.3 37.9 49.9 41.4 62.5 41.8 67.0 59.8 Male
15.2 16.8 25.8 17.8 42.3 40.7 61.7 41.4 Female

57.1 67.5 74.2 70.7 73.6 72.3 76.3 74.1 Total 20-64 years
72.4 80.8 84.2 79.2 82.3 75.5 78.2 81.5 Male
42.0 53.8 64.0 62.2 65.3 69.0 74.4 66.6 Female
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15-64 years Total 78.3 87.1 77.9 49.2 65.5 64.9 60.6
Male 87.3 90.4 81.8 53.4 78.9 73.1 64.3
Female 69.3 83.8 73.9 45.3 52.5 56.8 57.1

15-24 years Total 65.0 73.9 58.7 19.3 34.4 36.4 27.4
Male 66.5 70.6 60.8 21.3 38.3 39.3 31.4
Female 63.4 77.4 56.5 17.3 31.0 33.6 23.2

25-54 years Total 85.4 91.8 85.6 67.3 78.2 81.5 76.8
Male 95.2 96.0 89.3 69.4 92.5 89.2 79.5
Female 75.6 87.4 81.7 65.2 63.8 73.7 74.2

55-64 years Total 63.3 85.4 65.6 18.9 49.0 36.1 43.0
Male 77.0 95.5 71.9 31.1 67.1 51.6 50.2
Female 50.1 75.7 59.3 8.5 31.9 22.1 37.5

20-64 years Total 80.9 89.4 80.7 54.1 72.4 70.9 67.5
Male 90.5 94.2 84.9 58.7 86.7 80.1 72.3
Female 71.2 84.6 76.4 49.7 58.3 61.8 63.2
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55.9 60.1 58.2 55.1 64.2 62.7 56.3 Total 15-64 years
62.7 61.8 62.3 61.2 69.5 66.7 61.6 Male
49.4 58.5 54.3 49.3 59.0 58.5 51.1 Female

33.1 26.7 30.4 24.1 34.0 31.2 28.3 Total 15-24 years
37.0 30.2 35.2 26.4 36.9 34.7 28.7 Male
29.2 23.2 25.6 21.9 31.1 27.4 27.9 Female

72.8 76.0 74.2 71.0 78.6 82.6 74.2 Total 25-54 years
79.0 75.1 75.4 77.5 84.6 85.5 79.1 Male
66.7 76.8 73.0 64.5 72.7 79.6 69.3 Female

21.9 42.2 35.4 29.0 52.0 22.3 21.5 Total 55-64 years
33.0 52.2 48.3 37.4 57.4 31.0 35.2 Male
13.0 34.5 25.9 21.8 47.3 14.3 10.2 Female

60.9 66.6 64.2 61.1 70.5 68.5 63.0 Total 20-64 years
68.6 68.6 69.0 67.9 76.4 72.9 69.3 Male
53.6 64.7 59.9 54.5 64.8 64.1 56.9 Female
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RU�ZHUH�QRW�DW�ZRUN�EXW�KDG�D�MRE�IURP�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�WHPSRUDULO\�DEVHQW�

7KH�IXOO�WLPH�HPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LV�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�HPSOR\HG�SHUVRQV�ZRUNLQJ�IXOO�WLPH�DV�WKH�VKDUH�RI�WKH�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�VDPH�DJH
JURXS

7KH� FODVVLILFDWLRQ� E\� SDUW�WLPH� RU� IXOO�WLPH� HPSOR\PHQW� GHSHQGV� RQ� D� VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW� LQ� DOO�0HPEHU� VWDWHV� H[FHSW� WKH� 1HWKHUODQGV� DQG
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WKUHVKROG�LQ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�KRXUV�XVXDOO\�ZRUNHG�
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