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It is now well established that the general trend throughout the European Union
towards remaining in education is not a cyclical phenomenon. On the contrary, it is the
result of a structural phenomenon which has led successive generations to attain
higher levels of education and training than previous ones, as is shown by the
percentage increase in people with upper secondary education qualifications
calculated for various age groups (Table 1).

Thus in 1999, only 47.9% of European citizens aged 50- to 64-years had completed
upper secondary education, whereas among 25- to 29-year-olds, 71.4% had attained
the same level.

Although Greece, Spain, Italy, Ireland and Portugal had the lowest education levels
(under 50% compared with a 60% average), these countries have seen the greatest
increases, with over double the number of persons with upper secondary education
qualifications among young people than in the older age groups.

It seems therefore that the differences in education levels of the various Member
States are gradually being reduced.
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7DEOH����3HUFHQWDJH�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�XSSHU�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ��E\�DJH�JURXS�������LQ��
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������\UV   71.4   77.5   89.4   83.3   74.4   58.3   77.7   68.9   59.6   67.7   75.6   85.0   35.1   84.5   87.3   69.3
������\UV   67.1   68.0   82.6   84.1   65.1   47.1   70.3   59.9   51.9   68.1   71.8   82.3   23.6   85.5   85.3   65.1

������\UV   60.6   56.2   79.6   82.4   51.1   32.9   59.6   44.5   45.5   63.3   64.3   74.1   18.7   75.5   77.8   65.0

�������\UV   47.9   40.0   73.3   73.5   29.0   16.1   45.8   31.9   26.1   51.6   53.3   63.4   12.4   52.7   66.2   56.0

������\UV   59.9   57.4   79.6   79.9   49.9   34.9   60.9   49.3   43.2   62.3   64.7   74.8   21.2   71.5   77.0   63.1

(1) 1997
(2) For this table, "O-levels" and "GCSEs" are regarded as lower secondary education qualifications

Source: Eurostat, Labour Force Survey, 1999

Educational attainment levels also continued to increase during the 1990s, as shown in Table 2.

7DEOH����3HUFHQWDJH�RI�����WR����\HDU�ROGV�ZLWK�XSSHU�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ���������
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1992   49.8   74.1   79.9   36.6   23.2      -   42.3   33.0   34.7 -      -   19.9 -      -   49.3
1993   50.8   81.5   79.4   39.1   24.6   55.9   44.5   31.9   39.8      -      -   20.0      -      -   49.9

1994   52.8   76.4   81.9   41.4   26.5   57.5   45.2   33.9   47.4      -      -   20.9      -      -   51.7

1995   54.5   79.5   81.2   42.6   28.4   58.8   47.3   35.4   42.9 ….-   68.9   21.9   66.8   74.4   52.7

1996   56.6   77.6   78.5   44.3   31.0   58.8   50.0   36.9   45.4   63.1   70.5   21.8   67.9   73.9   52.5

1997   57.8   78.6   80.4   45.7   32.2   60.0   49.3   38.6   46.0   64.5   73.1   22.0   69.6   74.7   54.7

1998   56.7   78.5      -   47.5   33.1   59.9      -   41.5      -   64.4   74.1   19.9   70.1   75.5      -

1999   57.4   79.6   79.9   49.9   34.9   60.9      -   43.2   62.3   64.7   74.8   21.2   71.5   77.0   63.1
(1) Since 1999, new vocational qualifications at upper secondary level have been taken into account.
(2) For this table, "O-levels" and "GCSEs" are regarded as lower secondary education qualifications
Source: Eurostat, Labour Force Surveys, 1992-99

+RZHYHU��RYHU�RQH�ILIWK�RI�\RXQJ�SHUVRQV�OHDYH�VFKRRO�RQ�RU�EHIRUH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI
FRPSXOVRU\�HGXFDWLRQ�

Despite the fact that young people are increasingly better qualified, almost one in five leaves the education system, at
best, on completing lower secondary education, which in most cases is the end of compulsory education.

This proportion varies from 7% for all 18- to 24-year-olds in Sweden (the figure is around 10% in Finland, Denmark and
Austria) to over 25% in Italy and Spain, and as much as 45% in Portugal.

In general, the proportion of low-skilled young persons is higher among males, except in Germany and slightly higher in
Austria.

7DEOH����3HUFHQWDJH�RI�����WR����\HDU�ROGV�QRW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�ORZ�VNLOOHG������

EU-15 B DK D EL E F IRL1 I L NL A1 P FIN S UK2

Total 20,5 15,2 11,5 15,1 17,8 28,9 14,7 19,8 27,2 19,1 16,3 11,5 45,5 10 7,3 19,7

Men 22,6 17,7 14,2 14,4 21,2 34,7 16 23,7 30,3 18,9 17,7 9,7 51,3 12,1 7,8 20,1

Women 18,5 12,7 9,1 15,8 14,8 23 13,5 15,7 24,2 19,4 14,9 13,1 39,6 7,9 6,9 19,3

 (1) 1997

(2) For this graph, "O-levels" and "GCSEs" are regarded as lower secondary education qualifications

Source: Eurostat, Labour Force Survey, 1999

+LJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�JUDGXDWHV

In the European Union, the proportion of higher education graduates is currently over 20% for 25- to 64-year-olds. The situation
is far from uniform since the figures range from 10% in Italy, Portugal and Austria to almost 30% in Sweden and Finland.

Despite the fact that in terms of attainment level, women are catching up on men, (or even sometimes overtaking them)
the proportion of male higher education graduates is still higher throughout the EU and in most Member States. However
in Belgium, Denmark, France, Portugal, Finland and Sweden, the scale is tipping in favour of women.
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Total 20.5 26.7 26.5 23.0 16.8 20.4 20.9 22.2 9.5 18.3 22.6 10.8 9.8 31.3 28.5 27.3
Men 22.1 26.3 25.9 28.1 18.7 21.5 20.6 22.5 9.8 21.7 25.4 11.6 8.3 28.2 27.1 29.0

Women 18.8 27.1 27.1 17.7 15.1 19.3 21.2 22.0 9.2 15.0 19.8 10.1 11.3 34.4 30.1 25.4

����

Total 18.2 24.5 28.1 21.9 15.1 17.6 17.5 22.4 8.2 16.8 21.8 8.2 11.0 20.9 26.5 22.4

(1) 1997

Source: Eurostat, Labour Force Surveys, 1996-1999

In general, higher education graduates are better equipped to guard against unemployment. Throughout the 1990s, the
unemployment rate for unskilled or low-skilled workers in the European Union has remained roughly double that for the
higher education graduates (Table 5).

In reality, Greece is the only country where the unemployment rate is virtually identical for the two categories of
education levels, and the situation in Italy and Spain approaches that of Greece. Moreover, in some countries such as
Denmark, Portugal and Sweden, the disparities seem to be declining, whereas in Belgium, Germany, France, the
Netherlands and Austria, the gap seems to be widening. With inadequate education and welfare systems or a labour
market less suited to certain groups in society, the low or unskilled often have few chances when competing against
graduates.

7DEOH� ��� 5DWLR�EHWZHHQ� WKH� XQHPSOR\PHQW� UDWH� RI� ORZ�VNLOOHG�ZRUNHUV� �,6&('� ����� DQG� WKDW� RI� KLJKHU� HGXFDWLRQ� JUDGXDWHV

�,6&('������±�������\UV�����������
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�

1992 2,2 3,4 2,8 2,4 1,2 1,6 - 4,4 1,5 - - - - - - 3,0

1993 2,1 3,2 2,8 2,7 1,0 1,5 2,1 3,8 1,7 - - - 2,6 - - 2,5

1994 2,1 3,3 2,4 2,7 1,1 1,5 2,2 3,8 1,5 1,6 - - 2,6 - - 2,7

1995 2,1 3,6 2,1 2,8 1,1 1,4 2,1 3,8 1,3 - - 2,6 1,9 2,4 2,6 2,5

1996 2,1 3,6 2,6 2,7 1,1 1,4 2,3 4,0 1,6 - 2,0 2,8 2,0 2,4 2,4 2,6

1997 2,1 3,7 2,3 2,9 1,1 1,4 2,3 4,1 1,5 - 2,2 2,7 2,7 2,9 3,0 2,6

1998 1,8 3,9 2,1 - 1,2 1,4 2,2 - 1,5 - 2,9 3,9 1,7 2,3 2,4 -

1999 2,2 3,9 2,3 3.1 1,2 1,3 2,5 - 1,5 - 2,9 4,3 1,7 2,8 2,5 2.6

Source: Eurostat, Labour Force Surveys, 1992-1999
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(GXFDWLRQ�OHYHO�DWWDLQHG�DV�FDOFXODWHG�IURP�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�/DERXU�)RUFH�6XUYH\�

7KH�GDWD�SUHVHQWHG� LQ� WKLV�VWXG\�DUH� WDNHQ� IURP� WKH� UHVXOWV�RI� WKH�(XURVWDW�/DERXU�)RUFH�6XUYH\V��7KHVH�VXUYH\V�FRQWDLQ�GDWD� FROOHFWHG
DQQXDOO\�LQ�IDFH�WR�IDFH�LQWHUYLHZV�IURP�D�VDPSOH�RI�KRXVHKROGV��DQG�IRFXV�PDLQO\�RQ�HPSOR\PHQW�DQG�RWKHU�UHODWHG�LVVXHV�

7KH�OLVW�RI�KHDGLQJV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKLV�VXUYH\�LQFOXGHV�D�YDULDEOH���KLJKHVW�DWWDLQPHQW�OHYHO�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WUDLQLQJ���FRGHG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH
ZLWK�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�6WDQGDUG�&ODVVLILFDWLRQ�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�������

7KH�H[SUHVVLRQ��DWWDLQPHQW�OHYHO��LPSOLHV�WKH�DZDUG�RI�D�FHUWLILFDWH�RU�TXDOLILFDWLRQ��ZKHUH�VXFK�SUDFWLFH�H[LVWV��,I�WKHUH�LV�QR�FHUWLILFDWLRQ��WKH
VXFFHVVIXO�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�RU�WUDLQLQJ�PXVW�FRUUHVSRQG�WR�WKH�IXOO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�SURJUDPPH�

7R�HVWDEOLVK� WKH�KLJKHVW� OHYHO��ERWK�JHQHUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�DOVR�DQ\�YRFDWLRQDO� WUDLQLQJ�ZKLFK� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO�PD\�KDYH� IROORZHG�VKRXOG�EH
WDNHQ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�

3HRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�QRW�FRPSOHWHG�FHUWDLQ�VWXGLHV�PXVW�EH�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�KLJKHVW�OHYHO�SUHYLRXVO\�DWWDLQHG�DQG�PD\�QRW�EH
FRGHG�E\�D�EODQN�VSDFH�

6HH�DOVR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SXEOLFDWLRQV�
.H\�GDWD�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�(XURSH�����������±�(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�����
/DERXU�)RUFH�6XUYH\���0HWKRGV�DQG�GHILQLWLRQV���6HULHV�����
<RXWK�LQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��)URP�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�ZRUNLQJ�OLIH�������
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