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The seasonal trends over the period 1998 and 1999 indicate continued growth
in tourism in the EU countries, both in terms of guest flows in hotels and
similar establishments and travel receipts and expenditures. Preliminary
figures of the first six months of year 2000 indicate that this trend is likely to
last. When comparing the seasonal trends of 1999 in terms of nights spent in
hotels and similar establishments, the figures for the first 6 months of 2000
indicate positive growth rates in many EU countries. Notably in terms of
resident nights spent, Belgium, experienced a growth of 16.7%, coupled with
an increase of 3.6% of non-resident nights. This growth can partly be
attributed to the hosting of the Euro 2000 football championships. During the
month of June resident nights increased by 26% and non-resident nights by
10% compared to the same month in 1999.

Likewise in Germany the world fair stimulated resident demand, increasing by
6.7% during the first 6 months, with fairly constant monthly growth rates; to
result in an increase of 5.7% for the first 11 months of 2000. Non resident
nights increased by 8.6% over the six month period and culminated in an
11.2% increase for the period January to November 2000. In Italy the Jubilee
festivities may in part have contributed to the 4.3% rise in resident nights and
3.3% increase in non-resident nights for the first 6 months of 2000. In France
and Spain resident nights increased by 3.5% and 2.7% respectively for the
same reference period. Non resident nights in France grew by 8.8%, but in
Spain fell by 2.7%. In Austria, resident nights rose by 6.7% and non-resident
nights by 2%.

Perhaps due to the millennium celebrations the last quarter of 1999 showed
particularly strong increases in travel receipts and expenditures compared to
the same period in 1998, with an increase of 13.3% and 12.2% respectively.
Figures for the first quarter of 2000 show a positive growth rate of 9.2% for
international travel receipts and 13.9% for expenditures compared to the
same period in 1999, resulting in small deficit.

Data and graphics: J. Genatzy  -  Commentary : M. Mballa
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7RXULVP�IORZV�XS�E\�����

In 1999 tourism flows in the EU in
terms of total nights spent in hotels
and similar establishments
amounted to nearly 1.23 billion.
Domestic tourism accounted for
more than 54%, the remainder to
inbound tourism. Resident nights
stays were over 661 million, while
non-resident nights amounted to
564 million.

Tourist demand grew in 1999 by
4.4% in EU countries compared to
1998 (excluding Spain due to

changes in methodology). This was
driven by a strong demand in
resident guest flows in hotels and
similar establishments which
increased by 6.7% and by non-
resident nights which grew by only
1.3%. The trends in 1999 are quite
different from the lower annual
growth rates recorded in 1998,
which had been in contrast driven by
demand from non resident tourists
(+4.1%). In 1998 total nights spent
in hotels and similar had increased
by merely 2.5%.

The highest annual increase of
resident nights were recorded by the
United Kingdom (+14.7%) and
France (+12.5%). The countries
registering the highest number of
resident overnight stays in 1999
were still Germany, Italy, France,
United Kingdom and Spain.

Regarding non resident overnight
stays, Spain recorded the highest
number, followed by Italy and
France.
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7RS�WRXULVP�JHQHUDWLQJ�FRXQWULHV

Intra EU flows account for 73% of
total nights spent by non-residents
in hotels and similar establishments
in the EU.

Germany remains the top tourism
generating country for the other EU
countries accounting for nearly 27%
of total nights spent by non-
residents in hotels and similar
establishments in the EU. The
United Kingdom with 17%, and the
Netherlands and France with both
5% are also among the top
generating countries. These four
countries together account for more
than half of the total inbound tourism
to the EU.

In terms of market analyse, most of
the EU countries have as top
tourism generating country either
Germany or United Kingdom.
German tourists account for 61% of
the nights spent by non-residents in
Austria, 35% in Spain, 34% in
Greece and in Italy. The United
Kingdom is Ireland's, Portugal’s and
the Netherlands first tourism
generating market representing

respectively 51%, 29% and 22% of
the nights spent by non-residents in
these countries. British tourists
represent also the first tourism
market for Belgium and France.

For the United Kingdom and
Germany, on the other hand, the top
tourism generating market is the
USA, representing respectively 24%

and 13% of non-resident nights to
these countries. For the other EU
countries, it can be noted that
Sweden is Denmark’s (with 25%)
and Finland's (with 13%) first
market. And Norway is Sweden's
first market with 14%. For
Luxembourg, Belgian tourists
represent the first market (26%).
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(XUR�]RQH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�WUDYHO�VXUSOXV�XS�E\����

The quarterly figures for 1999
continued the 1998 trend with solid
increases in receipts and even more
so of expenditures, leading to a
negative growth rate of the net EU
travel account for all quarters of
1999, except the second (+11%
compared to the second quarter
1998). The third quarter represents
a third of the total travel receipts and
expenditures of the year. Despite an
increase of 6.4% of travel receipts
during the summer quarter,
expenditures rose more quickly
(7.3%).

In 1999, EU quarterly receipts
amounted to Euro 171.9 billion and
expenditures to Euro 168.7 billion
giving a surplus of Euro 3.2 billion
for the EU international travel
account, and indicating the
predominance of intra EU tourism.
In fact, for the year 1999 as a whole
the EU experienced a higher growth
rate of expenditures compared to
receipts.

Expenditures grew by 9.4% while

receipts only rose by 9.0% leading
to a negative rate for the net
account of -6.9%. Nevertheless,
figures of the Euro-zone are quite
different. Receipts and expenditures
grew respectively by 8.2% and 5.9%
leading to a rise of the surplus of
28.9% (Euro 16.2 billion).

In 1999, with more than Euro 25

billion, Spain recorded the largest
tourism foreign trade surplus,
followed by France (Euro 12 billion)
and Italy (Euro 10 billion).

On the other hand, Germany
recorded the largest deficit (nearly
Euro 28 billion), followed by the
United Kingdom (nearly Euro 13
billion).
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$FFRPPRGDWLRQ�VWUXFWXUH

In 1999, the total number of hotels
and similar establishments
amounted to over 198,000 in the
EU, accounting for 9.5 million bed-
places.

Compared to 1998 the number of
hotels and similar establishments
grew in EU countries by 1.6%
(excluding Spain due to changes in
methodology). The main part of this
increase was due to the United

Kingdom (7.9%) and to a lesser
degree to Ireland (4.2%), and
Finland (2.7%). Some EU countries
experienced decreases, notably
Luxembourg (-5%) and Austria
(-2.5%).

In accordance with the rise in the
number of hotels and similar
establishments, their bed-places
were also up by 2.2%. Ireland
increased its capacity substantially

by 15%, the United Kingdom by
7.3% and Finland by 2.3%.

In 1999 Italy continues to offer, with
a capacity of 1.8 million, the highest
number of bed-places in hotels and
similar establishments of all the EU
countries. Four other countries have
a capacity of over one million bed-
places: Germany, United Kingdom,
France and Spain.
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2FFXSDQF\�UDWHV�LQ�KRWHOV�DQG�VLPLODU�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV

With an average annual rate of 42%,
the net use of bed-places in hotels
and similar establishments in the EU
was stable in 1999. In regards of
seasonal occupancy, the summer
season notably July and August
recorded the highest rates with
respectively 54% and 55% net
occupancy of bed-places. The
lowest rates were observed in
January and in December with
roughly 30%.

Spain was the country with the
highest net occupancy rate (59%)
directly followed by France (58%).
The lowest rate of occupancy
occurred in Luxembourg with 25%
followed by Germany and Belgium
with 33% each.

With a rise of three points
Netherlands appeared as the
country that has improved the most

its annual average net occupancy
rate. But for most the countries, the
annual rate did not fluctuate much.
The seasonal patterns, of course,

vary greatly attaining for countries
like Spain, France, Greece and
Denmark a net occupancy rate of
over 65% during July and August.

)LJXUH����1HW�XVH�RI�EHG�SODFHV�LQ�KRWHOV�DQG�VLPLODU�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV����

7DEOH����&DSDFLW\�RI�FROOHFWLYH�WRXULVW�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

% '. ' (/ ( ) ,5/ , / 1/ $ 3 ),1 6 8.

���� ����

+RWHOV�DQG�VLPLODU�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV 2WKHU�FROOHFWLYH�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV���

1XPEHU�RI�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV 1XPEHU�RI�EHG�SODFHV 1XPEHU�RI�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV 1XPEHU�RI�EHG�SODFHV
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

% ����� ����� ������� ������� ����� ����� ������� �������

'. ��� ��� ��� ������ ������ ��� ��� ������� �������
' ������ ������ ��������� ��������� ������ ������ ��������� ���������
(/ ����� � ������� � ��� � ������ �

( ��� ����� ������ ������� ��������� � � � �
) ������ ������ ��������� ��������� ����� ����� ��������� ���������
,5/ ����� ����� ������� ������� ����� ����� ������ ������
, ������ ������ ��������� ��������� ������ ������ ��������� ���������
/ ��� ��� ������ ������ ��� ��� ������ ������
1/ ����� ����� ������� ������� ����� ����� ������� �������
$ ������ ������ ������� ������� ����� ����� ������� �������
3 ����� ����� ������� ������� ��� ��� ������� �������
),1 ��� ����� ������� ������� ��� ��� ������ ������
6 ����� ����� ������� ������� ����� ����� ������ ������
8. ������ ������ ��������� ��������� ������ � ��������� �

,6 ��� � ������ � ��� � � �
/, �� � ����� � �� � � �
12 ����� ����� ������� ������� ����� ����� ������� ������
&+ ����� ����� ������� ������� ������ ������ ������� �������

����2QO\�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�ZLWK����EHG�SODFHV�RU�PRUH ���������GDWD�LQFOXGH��VWDU�KRWHOV������2QO\�FDPSLQJ�VLWHV�IRU�6SDLQ�DQG�)UDQFH



——————————————————————————— 16/2001 — Theme 4 — 6WDWLVWLFV�LQ�IRFXV �A

½ �(66(17,$/�,1)250$7,21�±�0(7+2'2/2*,&$/�127(6
l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l

7RXULVP

7KH� DFWLYLWLHV� RI� SHUVRQV� WUDYHOOLQJ� WR� DQG
VWD\LQJ� LQ� SODFHV� RXWVLGH� WKHLU� XVXDO
HQYLURQPHQW� IRU� QRW� PRUH� WKDQ� RQH
FRQVHFXWLYH� \HDU� IRU� OHLVXUH�� EXVLQHVV� DQG
RWKHU� SXUSRVHV�� ,Q� UHODWLRQ� WR� D� JLYHQ
FRXQWU\�� WKUHH� IRUPV� RI� WRXULVP� FDQ� EH
GLVWLQJXLVKHG�

�L� 'RPHVWLF� WRXULVP� FRPSULVHV� WKH
DFWLYLWLHV� RI� UHVLGHQWV� RI� D� JLYHQ� FRXQWU\
WUDYHOOLQJ�WR�DQG�VWD\LQJ�LQ�SODFHV�RQO\�ZLWKLQ
WKDW� FRXQWU\� EXW� RXWVLGH� WKHLU� XVXDO
HQYLURQPHQW�

�LL� ,QERXQG� WRXULVP� FRPSULVHV� WKH
DFWLYLWLHV�RI�QRQ�UHVLGHQWV�RI�D�JLYHQ�FRXQWU\
WUDYHOOLQJ� WR� DQG� VWD\LQJ� LQ� SODFHV� LQ� WKDW
FRXQWU\�DQG�RXWVLGH�WKHLU�XVXDO�HQYLURQPHQW�

�LLL� 2XWERXQG� WRXULVP� FRPSULVHV� WKH
DFWLYLWLHV� RI� UHVLGHQWV� RI� D� JLYHQ� FRXQWU\
WUDYHOOLQJ� WR� DQG� VWD\LQJ� LQ� SODFHV� RXWVLGH
WKDW� FRXQWU\� DQG� RXWVLGH� WKHLU� XVXDO
HQYLURQPHQW�

+RWHOV�DQG�VLPLODU�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV

+RWHOV

&RPSULVH� KRWHOV�� DSDUWPHQW� KRWHOV�� PRWHOV�
URDGVLGH� LQQV�� EHDFK� KRWHOV�� UHVLGHQWLDO
FOXEV� DQG� VLPLODU� HVWDEOLVKPHQWV� SURYLGLQJ
KRWHO�VHUYLFHV�LQFOXGLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�GDLO\�EHG�
PDNLQJ� DQG� FOHDQLQJ� RI� WKH� URRP� DQG
VDQLWDU\�IDFLOLWLHV�

6LPLODU�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV

&RPSULVH� URRPLQJ� DQG� ERDUGLQJ� KRXVHV�
WRXULVW�UHVLGHQFH�DQG�VLPLODU�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ
DUUDQJHG� LQ� URRPV� DQG� SURYLGLQJ� OLPLWHG
KRWHO� VHUYLFHV� LQFOXGLQJ� GDLO\� EHG�PDNLQJ

DQG� FOHDQLQJ� RI� WKH� URRP� DQG� VDQLWDU\
IDFLOLWLHV�� 7KLV� JURXS� DOVR� LQFOXGHV� JXHVW
KRXVHV�� %HG� 	� %UHDNIDVW� DQG� IDUPKRXVH
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�

2WKHU�FROOHFWLYH�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ
HVWDEOLVKPHQWV

+ROLGD\�GZHOOLQJV

,QFOXGH� FROOHFWLYH� IDFLOLWLHV� XQGHU� FRPPRQ
PDQDJHPHQW��VXFK�DV�FOXVWHUV�RI�KRXVHV�RU
EXQJDORZV� DUUDQJHG� DV� GZHOOLQJ�W\SH
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� DQG� SURYLGLQJ� OLPLWHG� KRWHO
VHUYLFHV��QRW�LQFOXGLQJ�GDLO\�EHG�PDNLQJ�DQG
FOHDQLQJ��

7RXULVW�FDPS�VLWHV

&RQVLVW� RI� FROOHFWLYH� IDFLOLWLHV� LQ� HQFORVHG
DUHDV�IRU�WHQWV��FDUDYDQV��WUDLOHUV�DQG�PRELOH
KRPHV�� $OO� FRPH� XQGHU� FRPPRQ
PDQDJHPHQW� DQG� SURYLGH� VRPH� WRXULVW
VHUYLFHV��VKRS��LQIRUPDWLRQ��DQG�UHFUHDWLRQDO
DFWLYLWLHV��

2WKHU�FROOHFWLYH�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�Q�H�F�

&RPSULVH� \RXWK� KRVWHOV�� WRXULVW� GRUPLWRULHV�
JURXS� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�� KROLGD\� KRPHV� IRU
WKH� HOGHUO\�� KROLGD\� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� IRU
HPSOR\HHV� DQG� ZRUNHUV
� KRWHOV�� KDOOV� RI
UHVLGHQFH� IRU� VWXGHQWV� DQG� VFKRRO
GRUPLWRULHV�� DQG� RWKHU� VLPLODU� IDFLOLWLHV� WKDW
FRPH� XQGHU� FRPPRQ�PDQDJHPHQW�� KDYH� D
VRFLDO�LQWHUHVW�DQG�DUH�RIWHQ�VXEVLGLVHG�

1XPEHU�RI�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV

7KH� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� HVWDEOLVKPHQW
FRQIRUPV�WR�WKH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�ORFDO�XQLW�DV�WKH
SURGXFWLRQ� XQLW�� 7KLV� LV� LUUHVSHFWLYH� RI
ZKHWKHU� WKH� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� RI� WRXULVWV� LV

WKH�PDLQ� RU� VHFRQGDU\� DFWLYLW\�� 7KLV�PHDQV
WKDW� DOO� HVWDEOLVKPHQWV� DUH� FODVVLILHG� LQ� WKH
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� VHFWRU� LI� WKHLU� FDSDFLW\
H[FHHGV� WKH� QDWLRQDO� PLQLPXP� HYHQ� LI� WKH
PDMRU� SDUW� RI� WXUQRYHU� PD\� FRPH� IURP
UHVWDXUDQW�RU�RWKHU�VHUYLFHV�

1XPEHU�RI�EHG�SODFHV

7KH� QXPEHU� RI� EHG�SODFHV� LQ� DQ
HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RU� GZHOOLQJ� LV� GHWHUPLQHG� E\
WKH� QXPEHU� RI� SHUVRQV� ZKR� FDQ� VWD\
RYHUQLJKW� LQ� WKH� EHGV� VHW� XS� LQ� WKH
HVWDEOLVKPHQW� �GZHOOLQJ��� LJQRULQJ� DQ\� H[WUD
EHGV� WKDW� PD\� EH� VHW� XS� E\� FXVWRPHU
UHTXHVW�

1LJKWV� VSHQW� E\� UHVLGHQWV� DQG� QRQ�
UHVLGHQWV

$� QLJKW� VSHQW� �RU� RYHUQLJKW� VWD\�� LV� HDFK
QLJKW�WKDW�D�JXHVW�DFWXDOO\�VSHQGV��VOHHSV�RU
VWD\V�� RU� LV� UHJLVWHUHG� �KLV�KHU� SK\VLFDO
SUHVHQFH� WKHUH� EHLQJ� XQQHFHVVDU\�� LQ� D
FROOHFWLYH� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RU
LQ� SULYDWH� WRXULVP� DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�
2YHUQLJKW�VWD\V�DUH�FDOFXODWHG�E\�FRXQWU\�RI
UHVLGHQFH�RI�WKH�JXHVW�DQG�E\�PRQWK�

1HW�XVH�RI�EHG�SODFHV

7KH�QHW�RFFXSDQF\�UDWH�RI�EHG�SODFHV�LQ�RQH
PRQWK�LV�REWDLQHG�E\�GLYLGLQJ�WRWDO�RYHUQLJKW
VWD\V� E\� WKH� SURGXFW� RI� WKH� EHG�SODFHV� RQ
RIIHU�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GD\V�ZKHQ�WKH�EHG�
SODFHV�DUH�DFWXDOO\�DYDLODEOH� IRU� XVH� �QHW� RI
VHDVRQDO� FORVXUHV� DQG� RWKHU� WHPSRUDU\
FORVXUHV�IRU�GHFRUDWLRQ��E\�SROLFH�RUGHU��HWF��
IRU� WKH� VDPH� JURXS� RI� HVWDEOLVKPHQWV�
PXOWLSO\LQJ� WKH� TXRWLHQW� E\� ���� WR� H[SUHVV
WKH�UHVXOW�DV�D�SHUFHQWDJH�

&RXQWULHV -DQXDU\ )HEUXDU\ 0DUFK $SULO 0D\ -XQH -XO\ $XJXVW 6HSWHPEHU 2FWREHU 1RYHPEHU 'HFHPEHU
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r 7KHPH���µ(FRQRP\�DQG�ILQDQFH¶
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r 7KHPH���µ,QGXVWU\��WUDGH�DQG�VHUYLFHV
r 7KHPH���µ$JULFXOWXUH�DQG�ILVKHULHV¶
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