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Downward trend in the EU sheep population and slight rise
in sheep production

The sheep population in the European Union fell by 1.6% to 86.3 million head
in December of 2003 compared with 2002. It has therefore been on a
continuous downward trend since 1998, following two big annual increases
between the end of 1995 and the end of 1997. The drop was particularly
marked in Luxembourg (-12.2%), while the sheep population in Denmark
climbed by 14.1 % compared to 2002. The situation is just as variable in the
Acceding Countries, with changes ranging from -3.3% in Cyprus to +24.4% in
Latvia. Spain and the United Kingdom account for more than half the sheep
production in the EU, and both recorded small falls (-3.2% and -1.3%
respectively).

As Figure 1 shows, there is a downward trend in sheep production. According
to the market forecasts provided by Member States, sheep production in 2004
will continue this decline, dropping by 1.2% to 62.5 million. This slight
decrease reflects the situation in the main producing countries of Spain, UK
and France.
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Figure 1: Gross indigenous population of sheep 2001 — 2004

Decline in goat population and production in the EU

The goat population in the European Union was 11.6 million head in
December 2003. This is a drop of 2.0% on the previous year. In the top 3
goat-rearing countries, changes are Greece (-1.9%), Spain (-3.1%) and
France (+1.7%)

According to the latest forecasts, goat production will decrease very slightly,
by 0.1 % to 7.7 million head in 2004. However, the largest producing country,
Greece (56% of the EU-15 total) is forecasting a rise of 1.1%.
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SHEEP LIVESTOCK IN DECEMBER (1000 HEAD)

EFFECTIFS OVINS EN DECEMBRE (1000 TETES)

p vorlaufige Angabe
e Eurostat Schétzung

p provisional data
e estimated by Eurostat

1000 STOCK 1000 HEAD 1000 TETES
EU-25 [EU-15] BE | Cz [ DK DE EE EL ES FR 1E T [ ¢y LV [l HU MT NL AT PL PT Sl [ sk | R SE | uk |
INSGESAMT TOTAL TOTAL 1
90,509 88,161 153 96 111 2,185 29 9,060 24,301 9,244 4,807 8,311 297 29 12 7 1,136 8 1,250 320 331 3,459 94 316 67 452 24,434 |2001
:p| 87,675 146 103 92 2,145 30 8932 | 23813 9,128 4,829 8,138 274 32 14 8 1,103 : 1,300 304 332 3,457 107 316 67 427 | 24,888 |2002
:p| 86,277e : : 105 : 32p| 9,042p| 23,045p 8,962 4,850 7,952 265 39 17 7 1,279 p| 15 1,276 p| : 331p| 3,411p 106 p| 326 : 451 24,575p|2003
-0.55 -4 7 -17 2 4 -1 -2 -1 0 2 -1 9 1 16 -3 4 ) 0 0 14 0 1 K 2 |%02/01
c | 159 : : 141 : 54 1.2 3.2 -1.8 04 2.3 -3.3 244 243 -12.2 16.0 1.8 : 0.3 1.3 -1.6 3.0 : 56 -1.3 |%03/02
MUTTERSCHAFE UND GEDECKTE LAMMER EWES AND LAMBS PUT TO THE RAM BREBIS ET AGNELLES SAILLIES 1.1
: 3 B 56 89 1,630 22 6431 | 18495 7127 3812 7550 211 12 B 3 849 540 207 216 2,334 66 257 26 208 | 16,082 |2001
HJ : 40 73 1,592 21 6,692 18,174 7,020 3,731 7,290 189 17 8 7 854 : 975 204 208 2,279 76 257 49 198 16,423 (2002
P p : 82 : 21p|  6456p| 17,542p 6842 3,677 7,156 186 21 10 6 945p| 10 957p| : 208p|  2,384p 72p) 263 : 201 | 16,304 p|2003
: 3 29 -18 2 5 4 2 2 2 -3 1 17 9 8 1 : 4 2 -4 2 15 0 6 5 2 |%02/01
B : . B 12.3 . -1.4 -3.5 -3.5 -2.5 -1.4 -1.8 -1.6 226 226 -5.5 10.7 -1.8 B 0.0 4.6 -5.0 25 B K -0.7 [%03/02
MILCHSCHAFE UND GEDECKTE ZUR MILCH BESTIMMT LAMVER MILK EWES AND MILK EWE-LAMB PUT TO THE RAM BREBIS LATIERES ET AGNELLES SAILLIES LATIERES 1.1.1
: : : : : 6,162 3,711 1,659 5,905 : : : 75 15 589 4 174 [ [ : |2001
P 1 6,277 3,363 1,648 5,863 65 : 14 570 4 173 0 0 ;2002
P : 6,058p|  2929p| 1633 5725 77p) 10 39p) 590p 4p) 170 0 :p|2003
H 2 -9 -1 -1 -13 B -7 -3 1 -1 H %02/01
: 3 : : 35 -12.9 0.9 24 : : : 18.5 172.8 34 44 -1.6 : : :|%03/02
ANDERE MUTTERSCHAFE UND GEDECKTE LAMMER OTHER EWES AND EWE LAMBS PUT TO THE RAM AUTRES BREBIS ET AGNELLES SAILLIES 1.1.2
: g : : 269 | 14,784 5468 1,645 14 774 : 200 1,745 62 83 6 208 T ]2001
P 3 39 : 415 | 14811 5,372 1,427 17 789 : 194 1,709 72 84 49 198 ;2002
p H B H 398 p| 14,613 p| 5,209 1,431 21 868 p| 0 169p 1,794 p| 68p 94 H 0 :p|2003
: 3 : 54 0 2 -13 17 2 : -3 2 16 2 6 5 : |%02/01
: -4.1 -1.3 -3.0 0.3 : 226 10.0 -12.6 5.0 -5.0 11.0 : : : [%03/02
ANDERE SCHAFE OTHER SHEEF AUTRES OVINS 1.2
: 40 22 555 7 2,629 5,806 2,116 995 762 85 15 5 1 287 310 113 115 1,125 28 60 21 244 8,351 |2001
p 63 19 553 9 2,240 5,640 2,108 1,098 848 86 15 5 2 249 B 325 101 124 1,178 32 59 19 229 8,465 |2002
P : 23 : 11p|  2586p| 5503p| 2,120 1,071 795 78 19 7 1 334p) 4 319p| : 123p|  1,027p 34p) 62 : 250 8,271p|2003
: 58 -14 0 32 -15 -3 0 10 1" -6 0 13 59 -13 : 5 -1 8 5 12 -1 -9 -6 1 1%02/01
21.1 211 154 24 06 24 6.2 9.3 265 26.9 -39.1 34.1 1.8 0.7 -12.8 6.5 52 92 2.3 |%03/02
ZIEGENBESTAND IM DEZEM BER (1000 STUCK) GOATS LIVESTOCK IN DECEMBER (1000 HEAD) EFFECTIFS CAPRINS EN DECEMBRE (1000 TETES)
@)
EU-25 [EU-15] BE | Ccz [ DK DE EE EL ES FR 1E T [ cvy LV LT [ HU MT NL AT PL PT st [ sk [ m T s [ uk ]
INSGESAMT TOTAL TOTAL 1
11,921 22 14 0 160 4 5,450 3,114 1,203 9 1,025 447 12 24 1 90 3 232 58 561 20 40 7 5 75 (2001
is| 11,8717 25 13 0 160 4 5468 3,047 1,208 8 988 444 13 22 2 86 : 268 56 538 22 40 5 5+ 93 (2002
:p| 11,638e : : 0 : 4p| 5362p| 2952p| 1,228 9 961 408 15 27 2 79p) 5 274p| : 509p 23p 39 : 6 88p[2003
-0.42 12 -7 H 0 8 0 -2 0 -13 -4 -1 15 -7 164 -4 B 16 -3 -4 10 0 -22 0 25 |%02/01
c | e : : : 103 1.9 3.1 1.7 17 27 -8.1 136 236 317 -8.1 22 54 6.0 24 : 12.0 -5.3 |%03/02
ZIEGEN DIE GEZICKELT HABEN UND GEDECKTE ZIEGEN GOATS WHICH HAVE KIDDED AND GOATS MATED CHEVRES AYANT MIS BAS ET CHEVRES SAILLIES 1.1
: g 12 3 2,000 2342 1012 859 298 6 16 55 20 212 15 38 5 39 |2001
P 3 8 2 3,875 2,334 1,029 821 275 6 15 55 : 38 391 17 38 4 : 49 |2002
:p) pi : 2p 3,929p 2,246 p 1,051 798 274 8 19 48 p| 4 : 398p 17 p| 37 : 3 43p|2003
g -33 -1 -3 0 2 -4 -8 7 -7 0 ) - 13 2 21 23 [%02/01
: : : : -4.2 1.4 -3.8 21 -2.8 -0.4 35.5 23.8 -12.7 : 2.0 1.5 -1.8 : : -11.7_|%03/02
ZIEGEN DIE BEREITS GEZICKELT HABEN GOATS WHICH HAVE ALREADY KIDDED CHEVRES AYANT DEJA MIS BAS 1.1.1
: 3 : : 3434 2,110 806 708 : : : 368 (K 30 Z : T ]2001
p : 7 B . 2,118 821 684 1P . B 350 14 30 3 H 2002
P p : p|  3394p|  2035p) 844 662 : 41p 3 357p 14p 29 : 0 p|2003
: : : 0 2 -3 : : -5 21 -1 -21 : %02/01
: g : : -3.9 28 3.2 : : : 2.0 36 2.0 : : : |%03/02
ZIEGEN DIE ZUM ERSTEN MAL GEDECKT WURDEN GOATS MATED FOR THE FIRST TIVE CHEVRES SAILLIES POUR LA PREMIERE FOIS 1.1.2
H : . B 566 231 206 151 B . H 44 4 8 1 H : |2001
P 1 : : 216 208 137 p : : 41 3 8 0 : 2002
:p| : ip 535p| 212p 207 136 : 7p| 1 42p| 3p| 8 : 0 p|2003
7 1 -9 -7 -12 - -20 %02/01
: 2.0 05 -1.0 : : 2.0 -7.9 0.9 : : :|%03/02
ANDERE ZIEGEN OTHER GOATS AUTRES CAPRINS 1.2
: 2 1 1,450 773 191 166 149 6 7 35 : 8 149 5 2 2 : 35 |2001
HJ 5 2 1,593 713 179 167 168 7 7 31 : 18 148 5 2 1 : 45 12002
3 p| : 2p|  1433p) 706 p) 177 163 134 7 9 31p) 1 : 111p 6p) 2 : 2 45p|2003
150 67 10 -8 - 1 13 23 7 -1 : 3 -1 3 21 24 : 27 [%02/01
B 33.3 -10.0 -1.0 -1.1 -2.2 -20.2 -5.7 23.2 0.0 B -25.0 20.4 -11.7 B 1.7 |%03/02
< nicht verfligbar : unavailable : donnée non disponible

p donnée provisoire
e: estimé par Eurostat
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GROSS INDIGENOUS PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION INDIGENE BRUTE

1000 STUCK 1000 HEAD 1000 TETES
| EU 15 | BE | DK | DE | EL | ES | FR | IE | IT | LU | NL | AT | PT | FI | SE | UK
SCHAFE SHEEP OVINS 1
30,914 1 112.0 25.0 1,013.8 4,540.0 10,044.0 3,727.0 1,170.0 1,782.0 3.1 539.0 208.8 1,089.0 14.7 68.0 6,577.6 |[1-06
33,2114 103.0 59.0 1,047.8 2,0146 11,111.0 3,330.0 1,884.0 2,875.0 3.1 606.0 148.8 1,117.0 18.9 129.0 8,764.1 |7-12
64,125.6 215.0 84.0 2,061.7 6,554.6 21,155.0 7,057.0 3,054.0 4,657.0 6.3 1,145.0 357.7 2,206.0 33.6 197.0 15,3418 2002
30,786.4 110.0 27.0 1,027.8 4,280.8 9,809.0 3,817.0 1,316.6 1,697.0 3.7 571.0 195.0 1,137.0 15.5 66.0 6,713.0 |1-06
324767  97.0 540 10549 21502 111010 32850 16003  2.850.0 38 4050 1380  1.004.0 197 1260 85878 |7-12
63,263.1 207.0 81.0 2,082.7 6,431.0 20,910.0 7,102.0 2917.0 4,547.0 7.5 976.0 333.0 2,141.0 35.2 192.0 15,300.8 |2003
303557 e 1080e 270 10320 44757 94640 36770 13500  1,605.0 42 5600  1821e 11880 163 660 66004 |1-06
32,1732e 913e 56.0 1,058.0 2,100.1 10,717.0 3,246.0 1,630.0 2,845.0 4.2 450.0 1279 e 1,036.0 205 e 126.0 8,665.0 [7-12
62,5289¢ 1994 ¢ 83.0 2,090.0 6,575.8 20,181.0 6,923.0 2,980.0 4,450.0 8.4 1,010.0 3100 e 2,224.0 369 ¢ 192.0 15,2654 |2004
-04 -1.8 8.0 1.4 57 -2.3 24 12.5 -4.8 18.5 59 -6.6 4.4 54 -2.9 21 % 1-06
2.2 -58 -8.5 0.7 6.7 -0.1 -14 -15.1 -0.9 19.8 -33.2 -7.3 -10.1 4.2 -2.3 20 |%7-12
-1.3 -3.7 -3.6 1.0 -1.9 -1.2 0.6 -4.5 2.4 19.1 -14.8 -6.9 -2.9 4.8 2.5 -0.3 |'%03/02
-14 0.0 04 4.6 -3.5 3.7 25 -54 12.8 -1.9 : 4.5 : 0.0 -1.7 |% 1-06
-0.9 3.7 0.3 2.3 -3.5 -1.2 1.9 -0.2 12.8 111 3.2 0.0 09 |(%7-12
-1.2 25 0.3 23 -3.5 2.5 2.2 2.1 12.8 3.5 3.9 0.0 0.2 |'%04/03
ZIEGEN GOATS CAPRINS 1.1
50504 00 0.0 98 31243 7560 6720 00 2850 0.2 210 453 1340 0.0 0.0 29 |1-06
3,079.2 0.0 0.0 8.4 1,261.6 1,072.0 250.0 0.0 287.0 0.2 9.0 30.9 156.0 0.0 0.0 41 |7-12
8,129.6 0.0 0.0 18.1 4,385.9 1,828.0 922.0 0.0 572.0 04 30.0 76.1 290.0 0.0 0.0 7.0 [2002
4,768.5 0.0 0.0 1.4 2,934 .4 730.0 693.0 0.0 215.0 05 31.0 39.0 111.0 0.0 0.0 3.2 [1-06
29348 00 0.0 85 13283 9780 2550 00 1800 0.8 19.0 276 1330 0.0 0.0 46 |7-12
7,703.3 0.0 0.0 19.9 4,262.7 1,708.0 948.0 0.0 395.0 1.3 50.0 66.6 244.0 0.0 0.0 7.8 (2003
48341 e 00e 00e 1.4 3,028.9 700.0 704.0 00e 212.0 1.2 25.0 336e 114.0 00e 00e 4.0 |1-06
2,8615e 00e 00e 8.6 1,280.5 945.0 271.0 00e 177.0 1.7 15.0 247 e 134.0 00e 00e 4.0 |7-12
76956¢ 00e” 00e 200 43094 16450 9750 " 00e 389.0 29 400 583e 2480 00e” o00e 8.0 |2004
-5.6 : : 16.5 -6.1 -34 3.1 : -24.6 212.7 47 .6 -13.9 -17.2 -22.0 : 9.7 |% 1-06
-4.7 1.3 53 -8.8 20 -37.3 268.9 111.1 -10.6 -14.7 -14.3 117 (% 7-12
-5.2 9.5 -2.8 -6.6 2.8 -30.9 243.6 66.7 -12.5 -15.9 -20.7 10.9 |'%03/02
1.4 0.3 3.2 -4 .1 1.6 -1.4 117 .4 -194 2.7 : 257 |% 1-06
25 1.2 -3.6 -34 6.3 -1.7 1174 -21.1 0.8 -13.0 |% 7-12
-0.1 0.7 1.1 -3.7 2.8 -1.5 117.4 -20.0 1.6 2.8 |'%04/03

:nicht verfligbar

p vorlaufige Angabe
e Eurostat Schatzung

f Vorausschéatzung

:unavailable
p provisional data

e estimated by Eurostat

fforecast

:donnée non disponible
p donnée provisoire
e: estimé par Eurostat

f previsions
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