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2003 cereal harvest:
Production down more than 10%

Pierre Bruyas

Exceptional climatic conditions seriously disrupted the 2003 cereal harvest. Spring frosts were
followed by high temperatures, which had a negative impact on yields in the South of Europe,
leading to the lowest cereal production figures recorded since 1996.

Cereal production: -10,7%
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In the 2002-2003 marketing year, cereal production (excluding rice) in the European Union did
not exceed 188.8 million tonnes, a decline of 10.7% on the previous year and the lowest level
recorded since 1995.

- In France and Portugal the drop exceeded 20%.

- German, ltaly, Belgium, United Kingdom and Austria occupied the middle ground, with a drop of
5% to 10%.

- Sweden, Finland, Greece, Spain, and Luxembourg recorded declines of 5% or less, or
production remained stable.

- A sharp rise in production was recorded in Denmark, Ireland and the Netherlands (+3.4%,
+8.6% and +10.7%).

The decline in production was the result of a reduction in both areas and yields. At 36.3 million
hectares, areas under cultivation were also at their lowest level since 1996 (-3.0% compared to
2001-2002).

Cereal production (1000 tonnes excl. rice)
Trend

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2003-2002

BE 2393.8 2535.9 2406.6 2512.9 2358.5 2639.3 2487.5 -5.8%
DK 9530.0 9355.5 8775.0 9412.7 9423.1 8803.7 9104.0 3.4%
DE 45485.7) 44574.9| 44452.0[ 45271.2] 49709.3| 43391.3| 39509.8 -8.9%
EL 4755.0 4419.0 4288.0 4062.0 4091.3 4074.9 4110.0 0.9%
ES 18562.5| 21778.5| 17321.0] 23739.8] 17226.1] 20831.0f 20551.3 -1.3%
FR 62886.9] 67807.7| 641359 65582.5| 60143.1] 69555.7| 54578.0 -21.5%
IE 1943.4 1865.0 2011.3 2173.9 2165.1 1963.6 2133.0 8.6%
IT 18455.1] 19305.0{ 19641.5| 19392.5| 18660.3| 19868.1] 18159.1 -8.6%
LU 162.0 167.2 153.8 152.8 144.3 168.8 161.5 -4.3%
NL 1622.7 1569.3 1416.5 1818.8 1735.1 1707.6 1889.7 10.7%
AT 5008.7 4771.6 4806.5 4490.2 4833.8 4757.3 4263.8 -10.4%
PT 1345.5 1236.6 1503.6 1465.5 1151.9 1350.8 1040.0 -23.0%
FI 3798.7 2768.6 2868.4 4089.3 3661.0 3928.7 3783.0 -3.7%
SE 5986.0 5618.4 4931.3 5670.3 5390.7 5461.9 5343.2 -2.2%
UK 23533.0] 22616.0f 22119.0f 23985.0| 18959.4] 22965.4] 21644.8 -5.8%
EU-15 205469.0] 210389.1 200830.4| 213819.5] 199653.0] 211468.0] 188758.7 -10.7%

Common wheat production : -12,4%

In the 2002-2003 marketing year, common wheat production did not exceed 82.6 million tonnes,
a decline of 12.4% on the previous year and the lowest level recorded since 1996.
- Finland, the Netherlands, Danmark and Sweden recorded substantial increases.

- Production in Belgium remained stable.
- There was a particularly sharp decline in Portugal (-51%) ;

Common wheat production (1000 tonnes)
Trend

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2003-2002

BE 1661.0 1771.8 1528.5 1687.6 1457.4 1675.0 1671.9 -0.2%
DK 4965.0 4928.0 4471.0 4693.4 4663.9 4056.2 4709.3 16.1%
DE 19793.2| 20127.5] 19550.7| 21578.1| 22814.0] 20792.0] 19260.1 -7.4%
EL 620.0 595.0 621.0 408.0 401.2 381.0 322.7 -15.3%
ES 3523.4 4071.5 4555.0 5354.4 3108.2 4709.7 4041.3 -14.2%
FR 32983.0| 38245.1| 35394.6| 35668.4| 30188.7| 37319.7[ 29282.0 -21.5%
IE 724.0 673.0 597.4 7374 769.2 867.2 829.0 -4.4%
IT 3000.9 3447.7 3228.3 3117.3 2789.3 3277.3 2718.4 -17.1%
LU 57.4 60.1 46.4 61.2 54.0 1.7 67.8 -5.4%
NL 1062.6 1072.0 851.4 1142.7 990.7 1056.6 1228.3 16.2%
AT 1301.9 1275.7 1317.8 1269.3 1462.2 1384.8 1127.6 -18.6%
PT 297.0 123.1 237.0 182.2 50.9 85.8 421 -51.0%
Fl 464.1 396.9 254.1 538.3 488.9 569.0 679.0 19.3%
SE 2056.2 2248.7 1658.9 2399.9 2344.8 2112.6 2285.1 8.2%
UK 15012.0] 15417.0] 14860.0] 16694.0] 11574.0f 15954.3] 14313.0 -10.3%
EU-15 87522 94453 89172 95532 83157 94313 82578 -12.4%




- Another group of countries (Spain, France, Italy, Austria, Greece) saw a drop in production ranging from 15% to 20%.
- Lastly, in Germany, Ireland and Luxembourg production fell by 5% and 7% respectively.
The fall in production followed a decline in areas and yields. Areas under common wheat did not exceed 13.4 million hectares, i.e. a drop of

4.8% on 2002.

- Only Denmark, Finland and Sweden showed an increase in areas (of about 10% to 20%).
- Areas were stable or slightly down in Belgium, Germany and the Netherlands.
- In all other countries areas were down, with Portugal recording the greatest reduction, at -29%.
The average yield in the Union was about 61.7g/ha, down 8.1% on the previous year.

" Barley production (1000 tonnes
Barley production: -2.7%.
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 20;;"2302
In the 2002-2003 marketing year, barley -
production was 46.7 million tonnes. Despite BE 372.5] 3745 387.6] 3334] 3687] 3427] 2506] -26.9%
the fact that th ducti light (-2.7% DK 3887.0 3565.0 3675.0 3979.8 3966.2 4120.9 3712.8 -9.9%
e fact that the reduction was slight (-2.7%), DE 13398.8] 12512.3] 13301.0] 12105.8] 13494.6] 10928.0] 10665.7 2.4%
the figure for this marketing year was the EL 350.0 331.0 320.0 258.0 249.0 201.0 185.5 -1.7%
lowest recorded since 1996. ES 8549.5] 10895.3| 7459.0] 11063.0] 6249.1] 8332.9] 86984 4.4%
Thi d t d . ields of about 3% FR 10004.0f 10431.2 9377.4 9709.3 9799.1 10987.7 9868.0 -10.2%
IS was due 1o a drop In yields of about 5. IE 1087.2] 1073.0] 1277.5] 1309.9] 12772 962.8]  1147.0] __19.1%
Areas under barley remained stable at their IT 1179.6 1359.1 1313.3 1261.6 1125.7 1190.3 1093.7 -8.1%
2001-2002 levels, breaking with the long-term LU 68.6 63.2 67.8 53.5 53.6 51.8 54.4 5.0%
NL 268.3 214.5 364.5 287.8 386.8 315.3 371.7 17.9%
downward trend. AT 1257.8] _1211.6] 1152.8] _ 854.7] 1012.4] _ 861.4] _ 882.3 2.4%
This stability is due in part to an increase in PT 28.8 26.2 29.0 36.3 12.6 20.0 11.5 -42.5%
areas under spring barley following the repeat Fi 20034 13162] 1567.7| 1984.8] 1786.0| 1739.0] 1697.0] -2.4%
. . . SE 2086.2 1686.9 1852.5 1634.4 1642.1 1777.9 1542.1 -13.3%
sowings necessitated by the winter frosts. As UK 7828.0]  6496.0] 6578.0] 6492.0] 6660.0] 6128.0] 6471.0 56%
a result areas under barley remained stable, EU-15 52369.9] 51555.8| 48723.1| 51364.4| 48083.0] 47959.7| 46651.7 -2.7%
whereas they had been moving downward
. Grain maize production (1000 tonnes)
since 1996.
Situations differ substantially in the various 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 zo-ll;;eggoz
Member States: BE 255.6 292.3 405.5 397.4 460.9 530.7 473.4 10.8%
- Spain, Ireland, Luxembourg, Austria and the DK - - - - - - - —
United Kingdom recorded sharp rises in DE 3188.4] 27815 3256.9| 3324.0] 3504.5| 37384 34147 -8.7%
production (from 2.4% to 19.1%). EL 2205.0] 1897.0] 1800.0] 1850.0] 1900.0] 2002.0] 22057  10.2%
. ES 4451.5 4349.1 3731.0 3991.8 5028.8 4463.4 4321.1 -3.2%
- Belgium and Portugal recorded the sharpest FR 16536.0] 14887.9] 15356.7] 16018.4] 16426.5] 16439.9] 11447.0] _-30.4%
falls in production (-26.9% and -42.5% IE . . . . . .
respectively). T 10004.7| 9054.6] 10017.2| 10139.6] 10553.7| 10563.8] 98064  -7.2%
. LU 2.3 4.3 3.1 2.0 4.3 2.3 1.2 -46.8%
- France and Sweden recorded falls in excess NL 158.5]  150.7]  112.2] _ 223.3] 2418 2275 _ 196.0] -13.8%
of 10%. AT 1574.6 1386.0 1464.4 1617.5 1493.0 1666.6 1452.1 -12.9%
- In all the other states the drop in production ::|T 863.0 980.9 933.8 875.3 906.6 796.6 757.7 -4.9%
was between 2% and 9 %. SE
. . P o UK . . ] . . .
Grain maize production: -15.7% EU-15 30230.6| 35784.2] 37080.8] 38439.3| 405202 40431.2] 34075.3] -15.7%
Grain maize production did not exceed 34
million tonnes in the 2002-2003 marketing Durum wheat production (10001)
year, the lowest level since 1996. While areas Trend
fell only by 1.9%, yields were down 16.4% on 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 200;‘?2002
the previous year. BE
- Only Greece showed an increase (10.5%) in DK : : : : : :
production. DE 33.5 60.0 64.6 43.4 23.8 25.8 36.0 39.8%
. ! EL 1462.0 1468.0 1400.0 1450.0 1429.2 1402.0 1309.0 -6.6%
Belgium,  Germany, Spain, ltaly, ~the ES 1152.9] __1364.8] _ 726.0] _1939.2] 1899.5] 2073.2] 2248.8] _ 8.5%
Netherlands, Austria and Portugal recorded FR 878.8] 1551.9] 1558.7] 16850] 1351.6] 1613.7] 1423.0] -11.8%
production falls of between 3.2% and 13.8%. IE : : : : : :
- France and Luxembourg recorded falls of IT 3757.5 4890.6 4514.5 4310.3 3624.0 4182.6 4024.4 -3.8%
30.4% and 46.8%. II:ILIf : : : : 0.0
Durum wheat production: _4.5% AT 50.4 66.1 98.4 43.7 46.1 49.5 63.8 29.1%
PT 32.0 28.0 115.0 172.5 102.7 327.2 145.0 -55.7%
Durum wheat appeared less affected than Fl : : : : : :
other cereals. In fact production in the 2001- SE : : : : :
2002 marketing year had been at the highest UK 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 6.0 18.7 14.0[  -25.0%
level recorded since 1996. The fall in EU-15 7339.6 9375.4 8418.6 9606.7 8459.2 9666.9 9228.1 -4.5%

production was primarily due to a 3.0% decline
in areas. At 24.4 g/ha yields remained close to
normal.
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Durum wheat yield (g/a)
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> ESSENTIAL INFORMATION - METHODOLOGICAL NOTES

Methodology box:

EU statistics on cereals are governed by Council Regulation No 837/90 of 26 March 1990. This stipulates that where production exceeds 50 000
tonnes for any cereal, the Member States shall provide Eurostat with annual data on:

- areas under cultivation,

- average yield and

- production harvested.
The data shall be submitted on the following dates:

Areas Yield and production

- 1 October of the harvest year: provisional data. - 15 November of the harvest year: initial estimates.

- 1 April following the harvest year: final figures. - 1 February following the harvest year:provisional data.
- 1 October following the harvest year: final figures

The following are included under cereal production:
- Common wheat ;
- Durum wheat ;
- Rye;
- Barley ;
- Oats
- Grain maize
- Cereals not elsewhere specified
- Maslin
- Sorghum
- Triticale
- Buckwheat
- Canary seed
- Mixed grains other than maslin
- Rice
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Further information:

> Databases
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