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Although the European fishing fleet operates worldwide, EU catches are taken primarily from the 
Eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (see Table 7.8). Indeed, around 77 % of EU-28 catches were 
made in the North East Atlantic in 2015, with another 8 % from the Mediterranean and Black Sea and 
5 % coming from the Eastern Central Atlantic (see Figures 7.2 and 7.3 and Map 7.1).

Figure 7.2: Catches by fishing area, EU-28, 2015
(% of total catches)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: fish_ca_atl27)
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Figure 7.3: Catches by fishing area, 2015
(1 000 tonnes live weight)

Source: Eurostat (online data code: fish_ca_main)
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Source: Eurostat (online data code: fish_ca_main)

Figure 7.4 shows the five most popular species that were caught by EU Member States in 2015 in the 
North East Atlantic which is their most important fishing area. Atlantic herring was by far the most 
caught species representing close to one fifth of the total EU-28 catch. It was followed by Atlantic 
mackerel and European sprat (13 % both), then blue whiting and sandeels (6 % both). These top five 
species made up 58 % of the EU North East Atlantic catch in 2015.

Figure 7.4: Top 5 species caught in the North East Atlantic, EU-28, 2015
(% of total catches)
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7.5 Landings

Landings data relate to fishery products (product weight and value) landed in a country regardless of 
the nationality of the vessel making the landings, but also to fishery products landed by the country’s 
vessels in non-EU ports and then imported into the EU (see Table 7.9). Over one fifth 
(24.4 % or 1.16 million tonnes of live weight) of the landings to EU-28 ports in 2015 were made in 
Denmark, the highest share among EU Member States. Only landings to Spanish ports (0.84 million 
tonnes of product weight) came close to the Danish levels. By contrast, landings to ports in Iceland 
(1.4 million tonnes) and Norway (1.9 million tonnes) were much higher.

Table 7.9: Landings by weight, 2000–15
(1 000 tonnes product weight)

(1) Landlocked countries without a marine fishing fleet.
(2) 2013 instead of 2015.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: fish_ld_main)

2000 2005 2010 2015
EU-28 : 4 640 4 371 4 744
Belgium 18 20 16 19
Bulgaria : 3 10 9
Czech Republic (1) – – – –
Denmark 1 144 1 091 1 067 1 159
Germany 89 140 80 107
Estonia : 69 85 63
Ireland 203 199 248 244
Greece 90 90 70 64
Spain 984 703 755 839
France 371 295 255 291
Croatia : : : 73
Italy 295 282 229 191
Cyprus : 1 1 1
Latvia : 91 67 66
Lithuania : 7 6 2
Luxembourg (1) – – – –
Hungary (1) – – – –
Malta : 1 2 2
Netherlands 509 621 444 605
Austria (1) – – – –
Poland : 82 84 114
Portugal (2) 164 106 183 198
Romania : : 0 5
Slovenia : : 1 0
Slovakia (1) – – – –
Finland 96 84 83 98
Sweden 314 269 221 164
United Kingdom 420 486 464 431
Iceland 1 947 1 680 1 018 1 415
Norway 2 792 2 078 2 422 1 911

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=fish_ld_main
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More than one fourth of the value of landings for the EU-28 in 2015 also came into Spanish ports 
(28 % or EUR 2.0 billion), reflecting the high value attached to its landings of species like tuna, hake, 
swordfish, squid and pilchards (see Table 7.10). Landings in Italy had the next highest value (EUR 
0.9 billion), followed by the United Kingdom (EUR 0.8 billion) and France (EUR 0.8 billion). Denmark only 
accounted for a relatively small share (7 % in 2015) of EU-28 landings in terms of value (EUR 0.5 billion). 
The values of landings to ports in Iceland (EUR 1.0 billion) and Norway (EUR 2.0 billion) were closer to 
the values of France and Spain respectively, reflecting the lower average price of the species landed in 
each of these countries.

Figure 7.5: Main landing countries, EU-28, Iceland and Norway, 2015
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(1) Provisional data.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: fish_ld_main)
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Table 7.10: Landings by value, 2000–15
(million EUR)

(1) Landlocked countries without a marine fishing fleet.
(2) 2013 instead of 2015.

Source: Eurostat (online data code: fish_ld_main)

2000 2005 2010 2015

EU-28 : 5 972 6 599 7 049

Belgium 64 80 66 70

Bulgaria : 2 2 5

Czech Republic (1) – – – –

Denmark 423 442 464 529

Germany 95 122 96 125

Estonia : 10 13 15

Ireland 184 149 288 309

Greece 236 308 308 225

Spain 1 751 1 513 1 869 1 954

France 845 775 527 841

Croatia : : : 61

Italy 823 1 413 1 147 895

Cyprus : 6 10 8

Latvia : 16 13 20

Lithuania : 5 5 0

Luxembourg (1) – – – –

Hungary (1) – – – –

Malta : 6 9 12

Netherlands 357 310 573 623

Austria (1) – – – –

Poland : 32 42 45

Portugal (2) 272 127 296 330

Romania : : 0 4

Slovenia : : 2 1

Slovakia (1) – – – –

Finland 20 15 19 26

Sweden 112 106 107 102

United Kingdom 693 537 742 848

Iceland 829 940 896 1 076

Norway 1 540 1 607 1 797 2 001

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/product?mode=view&code=fish_ld_main
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DATA SOURCES AND AVAILABILITY
Fishery statistics are collected by Eurostat from official national sources for the 
members of the European Economic Area (EEA). The data are collected using 
internationally agreed concepts and definitions developed by the Coordinating Working 
Party (CWP), comprising Eurostat and several other international organisations with 
responsibilities in fishery statistics. 

The European fisheries production statistics include production from catches and 
aquaculture. Catches refer to fishery products taken for all purposes (commercial, 
industrial, recreational and subsistence) by all types and classes of fishing units (including 
fishermen, vessels, gear, etc.). The flag of the fishing vessel is used as the primary 
indication of the nationality of the catch. In addition to catches, Eurostat also collects data 
on landings which relate to all fishery products (expressed as product weight) landed 
in the reporting country, regardless of the nationality of the vessel making the landings. 
Landings by vessels of the reporting country in non-EU ports and imported into the 
EU are to be included as well. Aquaculture production refers to the farming of aquatic 
(freshwater or saltwater) organisms for human use or consumption, under controlled 
conditions. Aquaculture implies some form of intervention in the natural rearing process 
such as regular stocking, feeding and protection from predators. Farming also implies 
individual or corporate ownership of the stock being cultivated.

Catch statistics are submitted to Eurostat by EEA member countries in compliance with 
the following EU legislation:

•• Regulation (EC) No 218/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 March 2009 on the submission of nominal catch statistics by Member States 
fishing in the North East Atlantic (OJ L87 of 31.03.2009);

•• Regulation (EC) No 217/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 March 2009 on the submission of catch and activity statistics by Member States 
fishing in the North-West Atlantic (OJ L87 of 31.03.2009);

•• Regulation (EC) No 216/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
11 March 2009 on the submission of nominal catch statistics by Member States 
fishing in certain areas other than those of the North Atlantic (OJ L87 of 31.03.2009, 
p.1).

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:European_Economic_Area_%28EEA%29
http://www.fao.org/fishery/cwp/en
http://www.fao.org/fishery/cwp/en
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32009R0218:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32009R0217:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32009R0216
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The data are reported as the live weight equivalent of the landings (in other words, the 
landed weight of a product to which an appropriate conversion factor has been applied). 
The data therefore exclude quantities of fishery products which are caught but not 
landed. For example, fish caught but rejected at sea or fish consumed on board of the 
vessel. The amount of fish caught but not landed is bound to shrink in the near future 
due to the landing obligation in the new common fisheries policy (CFP). For the landings 
statistics, each EEA member country reports annual data on the quantities and values of 
fishery products landed in its ports under the terms of Regulation (EC) No 1921/2006 of 
18 December 2006 on the submission of statistical data on landings of fishery products 
in EU Member States and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 1382/91 (OJ L403 of 30 
December 2006). For aquaculture statistics, the national authorities of EEA countries 
submit aquaculture production data to Eurostat under the terms of Regulation (EC) No 
762/2008 of 9 July 2008 on the submission by Member States of statistics on aquaculture 
and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 788/96 (OJ L218 of 13.08.2008).

Concerning the fishing fleet, data for the EU Member States are derived from the 
Community Fishing Fleet Register maintained by the European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries. Data for Iceland and Norway are compiled from 
fleet files submitted by the national authorities. Gross tonnage (GT) under the London 
convention (1969) was adopted as the unit of tonnage measurement in the 1990s. This 
was a change from the previously used gross registered tonnage (GRT) under the Oslo 
convention (1946). Implementation of the change involved re-measurement of vessels 
over time. This was carried out at different rates in different countries and was largely 
complete by 2003. However care should be taken when comparing data between 
countries and over time since the GT of a vessel is generally significantly greater than the 
GRT.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32006R1921
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32008R0762
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32008R0762
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:31996R0788
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Data coverage

Eurostat online databases contain a large amount of metadata that provides information on the status 
of particular values or data series. In order to improve readability of this statistical book, only the most 
significant meta-information has been included under the tables and figures. The following symbols 
are used, where necessary:

Italic	 data value is forecasted, provisional or estimated and is likely to change;

:	 not available, confidential or unreliable value;

–	 not applicable.

Breaks in series are indicated in the footnotes provided under each table and figure.

This publication generally presents information for the EU-28 (the 28 Member States of the EU), as well 
as the individual EU Member States. The order of the Member States in tables and figures generally 
follows their order of protocol; in other words, the alphabetical order of the countries’ names in their 
respective original languages; in some of the figures the data are ranked according to the values of a 
particular indicator.

The EU-28 aggregate is provided when information for all of the countries is available, or if an estimate 
has been made for missing information. Any incomplete totals that are created are systematically 
footnoted.

When available, information is also presented for EFTA countries, candidate and potential candidate 
countries. In the event that data for any of these non-member countries are not available, they have 
been excluded from the tables and figures presented.

If data are not available for a particular country, then efforts have been made to fill tables and figures 
with data for previous reference periods (these exceptions are footnoted); generally, an effort has been 
made to go back at least two years, for example showing data for 2013 or 2014 if data for 2015 are not 
yet available.
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Glossary

Agricultural holding
This is a single unit, in both technical and economic terms, operating under a single management, 
which undertakes agricultural activities within the economic territory of the European Union (EU), 
either as its primary or secondary activity. Other supplementary (non-agricultural) products and 
services may also be provided by the holding.

Agricultural income
The main indicator for agricultural income is ‘factor income per labour input’, where labour input is 
expressed in annual work units (AWUs).

Agri-environmental indicators
A set of 28 agri-environmental indicators has been proposed for monitoring the integration of 
environmental concerns into the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). In the context of the ‘Renewed EU 
Sustainable Development Strategy’, these indicators serve to:

•• provide information on the farmed environment;
•• track the impact of agriculture on the environment;
•• assess the impact of agricultural and environmental policies on environmental management of 

farms;
•• inform agricultural and environmental policy decisions;
•• illustrate agri-environmental relationships to the broader public.

Animal output
Animal output comprises the sales, changes in stock levels, and the products used for processing and 
own final use by producers.

Annual work unit (AWU)
One annual work unit corresponds to the work performed by one person who is occupied on an 
agricultural holding on a fulltime basis. Full-time means the minimum hours required by the relevant 
national provisions governing contracts of employment. If the national provisions do not indicate the 
number of hours, then 1 800 hours are taken to be the minimum annual working hours: equivalent to 
225 working days of eight hours each.
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Aquaculture
Aquaculture, also known as aquafarming, refers to the farming of aquatic (freshwater or saltwater) 
organisms, such as fish, molluscs, crustaceans and plants for human use or consumption, under 
controlled conditions. Aquaculture implies some form of intervention in the natural rearing process to 
enhance production, including regular stocking, feeding and protection from predators. Farming also 
implies individual or corporate ownership of, or contractual rights to, the stock being cultivated.

Arable land
Arable land is land worked (ploughed or tilled) regularly, generally under a system of crop rotation.

Basic price
The basic price is the amount receivable by the producer from the purchaser for a unit of a good or 
service produced as output minus any tax payable, and plus any subsidy receivable, by the producer as 
a consequence of its production or sale.

Biodiversity
Biodiversity, a contraction of biological diversity, refers to the number, variety and variability of living 
organisms, including mankind, within a given area.

Biomass
Biomass is organic, non-fossil material of biological origin that can be used for heat production or 
electricity generation. It includes:

•• wood and wood waste;
•• biogas;
•• municipal solid waste;
•• biofuels.

Bovine
A bovine refers to a domestic animal of the species Bos taurus (cattle) or Bubalus bubalis (water buffalo), 
and also includes hybrids like Beefalo.

A distinction can be made by the age of the animal (less than one year old, aged between one and 
two years, and two years and over), with a further division between male and female bovines.
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Carcass weight
The definition of carcass weight depends on the animal species under consideration:

•• for pigs, it is the weight of the slaughtered pig’s cold body, either whole or divided in half along 
the mid-line, after being bled and eviscerated and after removal of the tongue, bristles, hooves, 
genitalia, flare fat, kidneys and diaphragm;

•• for cattle, it is the weight of the slaughtered animal’s cold body after being skinned, bled and 
eviscerated, and after removal of the external genitalia, the limbs, the head, the tail, the kidneys 
and kidney fats, and the udder;

•• for sheep and goats, it is the weight of the slaughtered animal’s cold body after having been bled, 
skinned and eviscerated, and after removal of the head, feet, tail and genital organs. Kidneys and 
kidney fats are included in the carcass weight;

•• for poultry, it is the weight of the cold body of the slaughtered farmyard poultry after being bled, 
plucked and eviscerated; the weight includes poultry offal, with the exception of foie gras.

For other species, ‘carcass weight’ is considered to be the weight of the slaughtered animal’s cold body.

Cattle
Cattle refer to domestic animals of the species Bos taurus (cattle) and Bubalus bubalis (water buffalo); 
together are called bovines.

Cereals
Cereals include wheat (common wheat and spelt and durum wheat), rye, maslin, barley, oats, mixed 
grain other than maslin, grain maize and corn cob mix, sorghum, triticale, rice and other cereal crops 
such as buckwheat, millet and canary seed.

Climate change
Climate change refers to man-made (anthropogenic) climate change that is thought to be causing an 
increase in global temperatures driven by emissions of gases such as carbon dioxide and methane, 
known as greenhouse gases.

Common agricultural policy
The Common agricultural policy (CAP) is the EU’s agricultural policy. CAP is an area in which 
competence is shared between the EU and its Member States. Under Article 33 of the Treaty 
establishing the European Community, its aims are to ‘ensure reasonable prices for Europe’s consumers 
and fair incomes for farmers, in particular through the common organisation of agricultural markets 
and by enforcing compliance with the principles adopted at the Stresa Conference in 1958, namely 
single prices, financial solidarity and Community preference’.



Glossary

214 �  Agriculture, forestry and fishery statistics

The CAP is one of the most important EU policies from a budget point of view: agricultural spending 
accounts for some 45 % of the EU budget. Qualified majority voting in the Council and consultation 
with the European Parliament decide policy. The CAP has fulfilled its main goal of food self-sufficiency 
in the EU. Major policy changes, however, proved necessary in order to correct imbalances and 
overproduction resulting from the CAP. Therefore, its aims have changed in the course of time, and the 
instruments used have also evolved as a result of successive reforms.

Common fisheries policy
The Common fisheries policy (CFP) is the EU’s policy for managing fisheries in the waters of the EU 
Member States. Its objectives are to:

•• increase productivity;
•• stabilise markets;
•• ensure security of supply and reasonable prices to the consumer.

Although a CFP was already provided for in the Treaty of Rome in 1957, it did not become a common 
policy in the full sense of the term until 1983. The CFP has the same legal basis (Articles 32 to 38 of the 
EC Treaty) as the Common agricultural policy and shares the same aims mentioned above. Like the 
CAP, the CFP is a shared responsibility of the EU and its Member States. Successive reforms of the CFP 
have added new aims to its initial goals, namely:

•• sustainable exploitation of resources;
•• protection of the environment;
•• safeguards for a high level of human health protection;
•• contributing to economic and social cohesion.

Protection of fish stocks and the marine environment are key issues for the CFP given the threat posed 
by resource depletion.

Common land
Common land is the land that does not directly belong to any agricultural holding but on which 
common rights apply. It can consist of pasture, horticultural or other land.

Cow
A cow is a female bovine that has calved (including any aged less than 2 years). A dairy cow is a cow 
kept exclusively or principally for the production of milk for human consumption and/or other dairy 
produce.

Crop output
Crop output comprises sales, changes in stock levels, and crop products used as animal feedstuffs, or 
for processing and own final use by the producers.
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Eutrophication
Eutrophication is a process by which a body of water acquires a high concentration of nutrients, 
especially phosphates and nitrates. It may occur naturally but can also be the result of human activity 
(fertiliser run-off, sewage discharge). These nutrients typically promote excessive growth of algae. As 
the algae die and decompose, high levels of organic matter and the decomposing organisms deplete 
the water of available oxygen, causing the death of other organisms, such as fish.

Family labour force
The family labour force of the agricultural holding in the context of the farm structure survey (FSS) 
refers to persons who carry out farm work on the holding and are classified either as a holder or the 
members of the sole holder’s family. The term family workers is also used with the same meaning.

Farm labour force
The farm labour force of the holding includes all persons having completed their compulsory 
education (having reached school-leaving age) who carried out farm work on the holding during the 
12 months ending on the reference day of the survey. All persons of retirement age who continue to 
work on the holding are included in the farm labour force.

Farm manager
A farm manager or manager of the agricultural holding is the natural person responsible for the 
normal daily financial and production routines of running the holding concerned. There can be only 
one manager on the holding.

Farm structure survey
The Farm structure survey (FSS), also known as Survey on the structure of agricultural holdings, is 
carried out by all EU Member States. The FSS are conducted consistently throughout the EU with 
a common methodology at a regular base and provides therefore comparable and representative 
statistics across countries and time, at regional levels (down to NUTS 3 level). Every 3 or 4 years the FSS 
is carried out as a sample survey, and once in ten years as a census.

Feed
Feed (or feeding stuff) is any substance or product, including additives, whether processed, partially 
processed or unprocessed, intended to be used for oral feeding to animals.
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Fertiliser
A fertiliser is a substance used in agriculture to provide crops with vital nutrients to grow (such as 
nitrogen (N), phosphorus (P) and potassium (K)). Fertilisers can be divided into inorganic fertilisers (also 
called mineral, synthetic or manufactured) and organic fertilisers. Organic fertilisers include manure, 
compost, sewage sludge and industrial waste.

Fishing area
Geographical fishing areas in the EU’s Common Fisheries Policy are defined for a number of specific 
areas of water, including:

•	 the North East Atlantic, which is roughly the area to the east of 42°W longitude and north of 36°N 
latitude, including the waters of the Baltic Sea;

•	 the North West Atlantic, which is the region that is roughly the area to the west of 42°W longitude 
and north of 35°N latitude;

•	 the Eastern Central Atlantic, which is the region to the east of 40°W longitude between latitudes 
36°N and 6°S;

•	 the Mediterranean, which is also known as the Food and Agriculture Organization Major Fishing 
Area 37, comprises the Mediterranean Sea and the adjacent Black Sea.

Fish catch
Fish catch (or simply catch) refers to catches of fishery products including fish, molluscs, crustaceans 
and other aquatic animals, residues and aquatic plants that are:

•• taken for all purposes (commercial, industrial, recreational and subsistence);
•• taken by all types and classes of fishing units (including fishermen, vessels, gear, and so on);
•• operated in fresh and brackish water areas, and in inshore, offshore and high-seas fishing areas.

The catch is normally expressed in live weight and derived by the application of conversion factors 
to the actual landed or product weight. Up to 2014, catch statistics exclude quantities of fishery 
products which are caught but which, for a variety of reasons, are not landed. As a result of the landing 
obligation foreseen in the renewed CFP and to be gradually introduced as from 2015, all catches 
should be kept on board, landed and counted. Production from aquaculture is excluded from catch 
statistics.

Fishing fleet
The data on the number of fishing vessels, the fishing fleet, in general refer to the fleet size as recorded 
on 31 December of the specified reference year. The data are derived from the national registers of 
fishing vessels which are maintained according to Commission Regulation (EC) No 26/2004 which 
specifies the information on vessel characteristics to be recorded in the registers.

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32004R0026
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Forest
Forest is defined as land with tree crown cover (meaning all parts of the tree above ground level 
including its leaves, branches and so on), or equivalent stocking level, of more than 10 % and with an 
area of more than 0.5 hectares (ha). The trees should be able to reach a minimum height of five metres 
at maturity in situ.

Fossil fuel
Fossil fuel is a generic term for non-renewable natural energy sources such as coal, natural gas and oil 
that were formed from plants and animals (biomass) that existed in the geological past (for example, 
hundreds of millions of years ago). Fossil fuels are carbon-based and currently supply most human 
energy requirements.

Goats
A goat is a domestic animal of the subspecies Capra aegagrus hircus.

Grazed area
The grazed area is the total area of pastures owned, rented or otherwise allocated to the agricultural 
holding on which animals are kept for grazing during the reference year. The grazed area can also 
be harvested by mowing or other means. It includes all grasslands that are grazed, independent 
of whether they are temporary or permanent in nature. Permanent grasslands no longer used for 
production purposes are however excluded, as well as common lands not allotted to individual 
holdings.

Greenhouse gas
Greenhouse gases constitute a group of gases contributing to global warming and climate change. 
The Kyoto Protocol, an environmental agreement adopted by many of the parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1997 to curb global warming, covers 
six greenhouse gases:

•• the non-fluorinated gases:

-- carbon dioxide (CO₂);
-- methane (CH₄);
-- nitrous oxide (N₂O).

•• the fluorinated gases:

-- hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs);
-- perfluorocarbons (PFCs);
-- sulphur hexafluoride (SF₆).
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Gross value added (GVA)
Gross value added (GVA) is output at market prices minus intermediate consumption at purchaser 
prices; it is a balancing item of the national accounts’ production account:

•• GVA at producer prices is output at producer prices minus intermediate consumption at 
purchaser prices — the producer price is the amount receivable by the producer from the 
purchaser for a unit of a product minus value added tax (VAT), or similar deductible tax, invoiced 
to the purchaser.

•• GVA at basic prices is output at basic prices minus intermediate consumption at purchaser prices 
— the basic price is the amount receivable by the producer from the purchaser for a unit of a 
product minus any tax on the product plus any subsidy on the product.

•• GVA at factor cost is not a concept explicitly used in national accounts. It can be derived by 
subtracting other taxes on production from GVA at basic prices and adding other subsidies on 
production.

Irrigable area
The maximum area which could be irrigated in the reference year using the equipment and the 
quantity of water normally available on the holding.

Irrigated area 
Area of crops which have actually been irrigated at least once during the 12 months prior to the survey 
date.

Joint forest sector questionnaire
The joint forest sector questionnaire (JFSQ) is an initiative of the International Tropical Timber 
Organisation (ITTO), the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) and Eurostat to collect statistics on the world 
timber situation. Each agency collects data from the countries for which it is responsible, with Eurostat 
compiling information from the EU Member States and EFTA countries.

Kitchen gardens
Kitchen gardens are areas of an agricultural holding devoted to the cultivation of agricultural products 
not intended for selling but for consumption by the farm holder and his household.

Land use
Land use refers to the socioeconomic purpose of the land. Areas of land can be used for residential, 
industrial, agricultural, forestry, recreational, transport purposes and so on.
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Live weight of fishery products
Live weight of fishery products is derived from the landed or product weight by the application of 
certain factors and is designed to represent the actual weight of the fishery product as it was taken 
from the water and before being subjected to any processing or other operations.

Livestock survey
The livestock survey provides information about the livestock population in the EU, as well as 
information at a national and regional level — it is more detailed than the farm structure survey 
(FSS), proving more animal categories in its classification of livestock. It is conducted once a year, in 
December, in all of the EU Member States and in May/June for bovine animals and pigs in the Member 
States with the largest herds.

Livestock unit (LSU)
The livestock unit is a reference unit which facilitates the aggregation of livestock from various species 
and age as per convention, via the use of specific coefficients established initially on the basis of the 
nutritional or feed requirement of each type of animal. The reference unit used for the calculation of 
livestock units (= 1 LSU) is the grazing equivalent of one adult dairy cow producing 3 000 kg of milk 
annually, without additional concentrated foodstuffs.

Meat production
Meat production refers to the slaughter, in agreed slaughterhouses, of animals whose carcass weight 
is declared fit for human consumption; the definition applies to bovine animals, pigs, sheep, goats and 
poultry.

Milk
Milk is produced by the secretion of the mammary glands of one or more cows, ewes, goats or 
buffaloes. Farms produce milk for two distinct purposes: to distribute to dairies as well as for domestic 
consumption, direct sale and cattle feed.

Non-family labour
The non-family labour force of the agricultural holding in the context of the farm structure survey (FSS) 
refers to persons directly employed by the holding. They can be classified as:

•• non-family labour regularly employed — all persons other than the holder and members of his 
family doing farm work and receiving any kind of remuneration (salary, wages, profits or other 
payments including payment in kind) from the agricultural holding;

•• non-family labour employed on a non-regular basis — all persons other than the holder and 
members of his family doing farm work and receiving any kind of remuneration from the 
agricultural holding who did not work each week on the agricultural holding in the 12 months 
ending on the reference day of the survey; this category usually covers seasonal workers.
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Permanent crops
Permanent crops are tree/shrub crops not grown in rotation, but occupying the soil and yielding 
harvests for several (usually more than five) consecutive years. Permanent crops mainly consist of fruit 
and berry trees, bushes, vines and olive trees.

Permanent grassland and meadow
Permanent grassland and meadow is land used permanently (for several — usually more than 
five — consecutive years) to grow herbaceous forage crops, through cultivation (sown) or naturally 
(self-seeded); it is not, therefore, included in the crop rotation scheme on the agricultural holding. 
Permanent grassland and meadow can be either used for grazing by livestock, or mowed for hay or 
silage (stocking in a silo).

Pig
A pig is a domesticated animal of the species Sus. A distinction is made between pigs, piglets, 
fattening pigs and breeding pigs.

Poultry
Poultry refers to domestic birds of the following species: Gallus gallus (hens and chickens); Meleagris 
spp. (turkeys); Anas spp. and Cairina moschata (ducks); Anser anser dom. (geese); Coturnix spp. (quail); 
Phasianus spp. (pheasants); Numida meleagris dom. (guineafowl); Columbinae spp. (pigeons); Struthio 
camelus (ostriches). It excludes, however, birds raised in confinement for hunting purposes and not for 
meat production.

Regular agricultural labour force
A regularly employed labour force of the agricultural holding in the context of the farm structure 
survey (FSS) refers to the directly employed persons who carried out farm work every week on the 
holding during the 12 months ending on the reference day of the survey, irrespective of length of the 
working week. Regularly employed labour force may be classified either as a family labour or the non-
family labour regularly employed.

Roundwood production
Roundwood production (the term is also used as a synonym for removals in the context of forestry) 
comprises all quantities of wood removed from the forest and other wooded land, or other tree felling 
site during a defined period of time.

Sawnwood
Sawnwood is wood that has been produced either by sawing lengthways or by a profile-chipping 
process and, with a few exceptions, is greater than 6 millimetres (mm) in thickness.
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Sheep
Sheep are domesticated animals of the species Ovis aries kept in flocks mainly for their wool or meat.

Slaughterhouse
A slaughterhouse is an officially registered and approved establishment used for slaughtering and 
dressing animals whose meat is intended for human consumption.

Slaughtering and meat production
Data on slaughtering and meat production are collected on a monthly basis. They refer to the activity 
of slaughterhouses, while the share of domestic slaughtering (in other words, outside officially 
recognised slaughterhouses) is explicitly left out of the statistics in order to improve comparability of 
the results across EU Member States.

Standard output (SO)
The standard output of an agricultural product (crop or livestock) is the average monetary value of 
the agricultural output at farm-gate price, in euro per hectare or per head of livestock. A regional 
coefficient for each product is applied, as an average value over a reference period (five years). The sum 
of all the standard outputs per hectare of crop and per head of livestock for a farm is a measure of its 
overall economic size, expressed in euro.

Utilised agricultural area (UAA)
The utilised agricultural area (UAA) describes the area used for farming. It includes the land categories: 
arable land; permanent grassland; permanent crops, and; other agricultural land such as kitchen 
gardens (even if they only represent small share of the total UAA). The term does not include unused 
agricultural land, woodland and land occupied by buildings, farmyards, tracks, ponds, and so on.

Waste
Waste means any substance or object which the holder disposes of or is required to dispose of 
pursuant to the provisions of national law in force. Disposal of waste means:

•• the collection, sorting, transport and treatment of waste as well as its storage and tipping above 
or underground;

•• the transformation operations necessary for its re-use, recovery or recycling.
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Abbreviations

Geographical aggregates and country codes
EU-28		  The 28 Member States of the European Union from 1 July 2013 (EU-27 and 
		  Croatia)
EU-27		  The 27 Member States of the European Union from 1 January 2007 to 30 June 
		  2013 (EU-15, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
		  Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Bulgaria and Romania)
EU-15		  The 15 Member States of the European Union from 1 January 1995 to 30 April 
		  2004 (Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the Federal Republic 
		  of Germany [West Germany], Denmark, Ireland, the United Kingdom, Greece, 
		  Spain, Portugal, Austria, Finland and Sweden)
EU		  European Union

BE		  Belgium
BG		  Bulgaria
CZ		  Czech Republic
DK		  Denmark
DE		  Germany
EE		  Estonia
IE		  Ireland
EL		  Greece
ES		  Spain
FR		  France
HR		  Croatia
IT		  Italy
CY		  Cyprus
LV		  Latvia
LT		  Lithuania
LU		  Luxembourg
HU		  Hungary
MT		  Malta
NL		  Netherlands
AT		  Austria
PL		  Poland
PT		  Portugal
RO		  Romania
SI		  Slovenia
SK		  Slovakia
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FI		  Finland
SE		  Sweden
UK		  United Kingdom

EFTA		  European Free Trade Association

IS		  Iceland
LI		  Liechtenstein
NO		  Norway
CH		  Switzerland

EU candidate countries
AL		  Albania
ME		  Montenegro
MK (1)		  The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
RS		  Serbia
TR		  Turkey

EU potential candidates
BA		  Bosnia and Herzegovina
XK		  Kosovo (2)

Units of measurement
%		  per cent
AWU		  annual work unit
EUR		  euro
ha		  hectare
kg		  kilogram
km²		  square kilometre
kW		  kilowatt
LSU		  livestock unit
m³		  cubic metre
toe		  tonne of oil equivalent
tonne		  1 000 kg

(1) Provisional ISO code which does not prejudge in any way the definitive nomenclature for this country, which is to be agreed following 
the conclusion of negotiations currently taking place on this subject at the United Nations.

(2) This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo 
Declaration of Independence.

http://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/countries/detailed-country-information/bosnia-herzegovina_en
http://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/countries/detailed-country-information/kosovo_en


Abbreviations

224 �  Agriculture, forestry and fishery statistics

Other abbreviations
AEI		  agri-environmental indicators
CAP		  Common agricultural policy
CFP		  Common fisheries policy
CH₄		  methane
CLRTAP		  Convention on Long-range transboundary air pollutants
COM		  Communication
CO₂		  carbon dioxide
CMO		  Common Market Organisation
EAA		  economic accounts for agriculture
EC		  1. European Community 
		  2. European Commission
EEA		  European Environment Agency
EEC		  European Economic Community
EMEP		  European Monitoring and Evaluation Programme
Eurostat		  statistical office of the European Union
FLEGT		  forest law enforcement, governance and trade
FSS		  farm structure survey
HICP		  harmonised index of consumer prices
LULUCF		  land-use, land change and forestry
NH₃		  ammonia
NH₄		  ammonium
NO₃		  nitrate
N₂		  nitrogen
N₂O		  nitrous oxide
NUTS		  classification of territorial units for statistics (NUTS levels 1, 2 and 3)
P		  phosphorus
SAPM		  survey on agricultural production methods
UAA		  utilised agricultural area
UNECE		  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
UNFCCC		  United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
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